
Coming out of our 70th Anniversary 
celebration last year, and looking ahead, 
we do so with a renewed passion and 
appreciation for the critically important 
role that the festivals, events, and global 
industry that we have the privilege of 
being a part of, continue to play in 
holding our world together; in laying 
out the welcome mat for our respective 
communities, cities, and countries, when 
they are at their best; and in creating 
magical milestones and memories for 
so many.

As we look to the future, and a year 
full of major national and global events, 
including many milestone anniversaries 
ahead for your peers and professional 
colleagues, we do so in a world of many 
challenges – some never remotely imag-
ined - but also many new opportunities 
and possibilities. It is our goal to focus on 
those possibilities, and to ensure that we 
continue to be there for all those whom 
we collectively serve – our attendees; 
volunteers; sponsors; host cities/markets; 
staffs; vendor/service providers; tourism 
partners; and our many other stakehold-
ers, both directly and indirectly.

Whether the challenges seem daunting, 
or the opportunities seem endless, we 
encourage everyone to always ‘Step 
Forward’ into the future. Whether it is a 
small step, or a giant leap, step forward 
with one new idea; one new sponsor; 
one new volunteer; one new event 
improvement; one new, unexpected piece 
of creativity that will bring your attendees 
joy and that one special moment that they 
will remember and talk about for years 
to come.

That ability to step forward begins with 
a revisitation within ourselves, to find and 
reignite the joy and the passion that we 
had when we first started in this magical 
industry. Over the past few weeks, I have 
found – unintentionally, but appreciatively 

– several new sources of motivational 
reminders and inspiration:  

I just finished reading television, enter-
tainment, and Disney legend  Dick Van 
Dyke’s new book, “100 Rules for Living to 
100,” and he invited his readers to stop 
for a moment and remember as far back 
as you possibly can, to identify the first 
thing that you were really, truly passionate 
about. Further asking if that is something 
that is still a part of your life, or something 
that could be? Hopefully, that passion is 
still a part of who you are today. Maybe 
it’s why you followed the career path that 
you did. Find that passion, recapture its 
energy, and incorporate that into your 
quest for the endless opportunities and 
possibilities that lie ahead. He also talked 
about remembering the joy of working on 
something with ‘your tribe’ – that perfect 
confluence of people that made/make any 
project even more fun and rewarding, for 
all beneficiaries, and whom we have all, 
hopefully, enjoyed multiple memories of, 
throughout our careers, if we are lucky. 

And, as I watched the Winter Olympic 
Games opening ceremonies, the creativity 
and hope for the future genes within 
me were reignited (congratulations to 
BWS out of Milan, Italy, who produced 
the ceremony, and will produce the FIFA 
opening ceremonies later this year, as 
well) and I was reminded again of the 
passion, and energy, and joy, of what we 
all get to do, every day, with the support 
of the IFEA global network, and our 
friends around the world. IOC President 
Kirsty Coventry drew upon an African 
word during her remarks at the Olympic 
Opening: “Ubuntu”, which means “I am, 
because we are,” reinforcing the message 
that we are stronger together, and that we 
all rise when we support one another. Like 
the Olympic spirit, that is also the spirit of 
the IFEA. When we step forward together, 
we are better. 

I encourage all of you to search for, 
remember, and rediscover your joy and your 
passion. To let that be your first step forward 
this year, and then to share that with your 
friends, peers, and those around you.

We invite you to join your global peers 
for our 71st Annual IFEA Convention & 
Expo, presented by atVenu, October 5–7, 
2026, at the stunning El Conquistador 
Resort in Tucson, Arizona. This premier 
gathering of festival and event profes-
sionals, suppliers, and industry partners 
from around the world offers unparalleled 
opportunities for education, inspiration, 
and meaningful connection. From those 
taking their first steps toward a new event, 
to those advancing long-standing, globally 
recognized experiences, we promise 
something for everyone as we explore 
emerging trends, address real-world chal-
lenges, and identify new opportunities.

Of course, every meaningful step 
forward is strengthened by the place 
where we gather. Nestled in the foothills 
of the beautiful Santa Catalina Mountains, 
the El Conquistador Tucson provides a 
welcoming and inspiring environment 
designed to support connection, 
collaboration, creativity, and joy. With 
sweeping mountain views, desert beauty, 
and space intentionally suited for both 
learning and renewal, it’s an ideal setting 
to get away, refocus, and step forward 
together - making it the perfect home for 
what attendees often describe as the 
ultimate events industry family reunion.

Plan now to bring your team, invite your 
professional peers, and reconnect with 
friends—old and new—as you become part 
of the next chapter of the IFEA’s journey; 
of our global industry’s continuing legacy. 
Join us as we share, network, learn, create, 
and imagine the possibilities, together.

Mark your calendar. Step Forward. 
The future of our individual and collective 
festivals and events starts now.
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