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SEVENTY YEARS OF CELEBRATION
AND THE ROAD AHEAD

s we close the chapter on this
milestone year, | find myself reflecting
on the extraordinary strength,
creativity, and heart that define our
global festival and events community. Our 70th
anniversary year has been both a celebration
of where we've come from and a reminder
of why we do what we do: to bring people
together in the spirit of joy, connection, and
cultural exchange.

Across continents and time zones, our
members have continued to amaze with their
ingenuity and perseverance. You've faced
challenges with courage, transformed obstacles
into opportunities, and shown that the power
of festivals lies not only in the moments of
celebration, but also in the resilience of the
people who make them possible. Whether
producing large-scale international spectacles
or cherished neighborhood gatherings, you
have each contributed to the heartbeat of
our industry.

This year, we also paused to remember those
we've lost, whose influence helped shape our
association. As we honor their memory, we
carry forward the lessons they taught us: lead
with generosity, work with purpose, and always
make room for joy.

The world around us continues to change,
sometimes faster than we can keep up. Yet
even in uncertainty, our community continues to
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shine. You've embraced innovation, championed
sustainability, and found new ways to connect
and uplift your audiences. You've shown that
festivals and events are spaces where humanity
gathers to feel seen, inspired, and united.

As we look toward 2026 and beyond,
let's continue to push boundaries, nurture
partnerships, and invest in the next generation
of event professionals. Let's keep asking how
we can make our work more inclusive, more
sustainable, and more meaningful for the
communities we serve.

To every member of this extraordinary asso-
ciation—thank you! Thank you for your creativity,
your courage, and your unwavering belief in the
power of what we do.

Here's to the next 70 years of innovation,
collaboration, and inspiration. May the path
ahead be filled with promise, purpose, and the
unforgettable experiences only this community
can create.

With gratitude and hope,

IFEA World Board Chair
President & CEO
DFEST®

San Antonio, Texas



