
As we plan for the special 
milestone of the IFEA’s 
70th Anniversary, I have 
been reminded of so many 

friends and peers and legends of our 
industry, who, individually and collec-
tively, helped to lay the foundation for 
the organization that we are today, 
leading us through decades of evo-
lution; seeing us through challenging 
times and heydays; teaching, and 
sharing, and celebrating our success-
es with us. We truly do stand on the 
shoulders of giants. 

Over the past few months, those 
reminders have hit closer to home, 
as we have experienced the loss 
of several special friends and IFEA 
icons since the start of the year. 
2025 IFEA World Board Chair, 2009 
IFEA Foundation Chair, and 2005 
IFEA Hall of Fame Inductee Joe 
Vera, CFEE (City of McAllen, Texas); 
1991 IFEA World Board Chair, and 
1996 IFEA Hall of Fame Inductee 
John H.B. ‘Jack’ French (Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses); 2010 IFEA 
Foundation Board Chair, and 2007 
IFEA Hall of Fame Inductee Kay 
Wolf, CFEE (Texas Festivals & 
Events Association), and 2014 IFEA 
Foundation Board Chair Pam Sartory 
(Sunfest of Palm Beach County).

I was able to attend the funeral and 
memorial service (respectively) of 
Joe Vera and Kay Wolf, together with 
other IFEA friends, and aside from 
the sadness and loss felt by all those 
present, my thoughts and awareness 
went far more so to the number of lives 
– exponentially – that these amazing 
individuals had touched, creating 
memories and milestones, through 
their IFEA involvement, and the many 
other chapters in their multifaceted 

and exemplary lives and careers, 
that we were all fortunate enough to 
have been a part of. They have all left 
legacies that remain in each of us. 

No one understands milestones and 
memories better than all of you who 
are reading this letter. We create them 
every day. For families, communities, 
and humanity. Through the individual 
and collective efforts and dedication 
of each of us, and our peers, past and 
present, around the world, we have 
the unique honor of having touched 
virtually every life on the planet, 
peacefully and positively, through 
celebration. We tell the stories of 
those we serve, help to celebrate the 
world’s achievements, bond people 
together, and build community. That 
will be our legacies, as well. 

Through our IFEA 70th Anniversary 
celebration, we pay tribute to our 
founders, whose dreams have 
brought us all closer together for 
70 years; to those no longer with 
us, who have touched us as friends, 
taught us as professionals, and made 
us better; to our partners and friends 
close to home and around the globe, 
who will help us to touch the world 
in the years ahead with new dreams 
and possibilities never imagined; and 
to our IFEA ‘family’ – past, present, 
and future. 

We invite all of you to join us, 
by helping us to expand our IFEA 
family; by remembering and emulating 
friends lost; by celebrating with 
friends and peers at the IFEA 70th 
Anniversary Convention & Expo, 
presented by atVenu (September 
22-24 in Palm Springs, California), 
and by continuing to build and 
strengthen the legacies upon which 
we are fortunate to stand.
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