International Festivals & Events Association

[FEA PRESIDENT'S LETTER

IFEA’s ie: the business of international events

s we plan for the upcoming
IFEA 70th Anniversary Conven-
tion & Expo in Palm Springs
(September 22-24), much
of my days are filled with conversations
and communications with industry
professionals (and friends) around the
world...speakers; sponsors; vendors;
property contacts; Board members; asso-
ciation partners; cities; award entrants,
recipients, and judges; attendees; global
affiliate representatives; and many more,
often including IFEA *alumni’, who still
feel the warmth and bonds of their IFEA
‘family’. It is a chance to plan and to catch
up. To talk about life and the current
state-of-affairs in each of our respective
worlds. The challenges and opportunities,
and the memories of so many good
friends and good times. So many great
and talented people, each with their own
remarkable circle of influence — local
and global - who have touched so many
others, across the planet, throughout their
careers. Who have used (and continue to
use) their influence and creativity to make
our industry and world a better place.
And who, most importantly, have chosen
to share both their successes and their
mistakes, along the journey, with their
peers and friends.

Together, for 70 years, we have gotten
though unimaginable challenges, while
changing the world for the better. We
have been at the heart of the evolution
of our industry, and shaped the critical
role we play in the larger world around
us. We have laughed, and cheered, and
cried, and shared, and built great things,
together. Perhaps more than anything
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else, when times are good, or challenging,
it is those connections that have seen us
through.

| had the real pleasure, earlier this year,
to see the opening of the new Broadway
musical ‘Redwood’, starring Idina Menzel.
And through it | learned something
new and very valuable that has stayed
with me:

The roots of the majestic giant
redwood trees (some thousands of
years old) are extremely shallow, but they
spread out. They go in every direction,
and they keep on going for a hundred feet
or so. And when they come to the roots
of another tree, they intertwine with that
tree; they lock together. So now, not one
tree, but hundreds of trees - or thousands
of trees - are linked together. And
underneath the surface, lies a vast system
of interconnected roots. And that is how
the redwoods are able to stand so tall, for
so long. Each tree is being held up, and
supported, by the others.

The redwood tree’'s most important
lesson is that, like the roots, we need
connection. No one needs to stand alone.

For 70 years, the IFEA has provided
those invaluable connections. Intertwining
with our friends and peers around the
world, to help us stand tall; to withstand
adversity; and to encourage and support
the success of future generations over
the next 70 years.

| hope that you will join us in Palm
Springs to celebrate our special
anniversary, and to continue growing
those connections with others in the IFEA
family, as we look to the future. We look
forward to seeing you there.
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