
In 2025, we celebrate 70 years of the IFEA. Like special occasions in our 
personal lives, or our communities, IFEA’s 70th Anniversary offers us a 
special opportunity to celebrate the past and imagine the future. It allows us 
a time to reflect on our successes, learn from our mistakes, remember those 

who have stood by our side along the way, and rededicate ourselves to even 
greater goals as we look to the next 70 years.

Throughout this coming year, we will share with you some of our history. A 
look back to the spark that brought us all together. We will also ask each of 
you to help us reach out to new friends, peers, and industry professionals, 
who may not yet be a part of our organization (events, municipalities, suppliers, 
sponsors, educational institutions, students, et al.), to help us grow our global 
network and continue building upon the resources, talent, and creativity avail-
able to us all.  And we will ask, along the way, for you to consider a gift to our 
IFEA Foundation, to help us support and grow the many important educational 
programs that have become a pillar of the IFEA. In September (22-24), we will 
celebrate together at our IFEA 70th Anniversary Convention & Expo presented 
by atVenu in the iconic city of Palm Springs, California, at the beautiful Omni 
Rancho Las Palmas Resort & Spa. I hope that you will plan to be there with us.  

“Today is someone’s dream coming true.” 
– Walt Disney

Above all else, the one notable thread that has run throughout all 70 years 
of our history, is the consistent willingness of those in our industry to openly 
share with one another – our successes, failures, ideas, creativity, experience 
and friendship. Ours is an industry that is built around dreams and imagination, 
and the people who understand not only the importance of dreaming, 
but know how to make them come true. Steven Davison, of Walt Disney 
Imagineering (notably, Disneyland also celebrates their 70th Anniversary in 
2025, as well), pointed out years ago at an IFEA Annual Convention, that we 
are all “memory makers”. We are also community builders, storytellers, vision 
painters, bridge builders, and the purveyors of possibility. We bring families, 
friends, communities, countries and people together. We help them celebrate 
the special things in their lives, inspire them to see more, and provide the 
spark that allows them to light the world around them. That is the gift that we 
bring to the world and the legacy that we will leave. I look forward to imagining 
new dreams with you as we continue to unite and further our industry around 
the world.

From spark to spectacle, the journey continues.
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