
For those who watched the Paris 
2024 Olympic Games Open-
ing Ceremony, you were among 
nearly 29 million other viewers 

who tuned-in to one of the world’s 
acknowledged mega events, impacted 
by the power of refocusing. As would 
be expected, there were certainly many 
reviews, opinions, accolades, and criti-
cisms, following quickly after the lighting 
of the Olympic cauldron (a hot-air balloon,  
in recognition of the  invention of that 
spectacular event element by 18th-cen-
tury French aviation pioneers, launch-
ing from the same site in 1783, as the 
cauldron was lit in 2024) and the closing 
notes of Celine Dion’s moving finale atop 
the Eifel Tower. There were also many, 
many unique challenges (from weather, 
to technology and special effects, to 
programming choices and venues, to 
coverage on such a large and spread 
out scale) to be overcome, and the not 
surprising…but certainly unintentional…
missteps, by a visible and/or audible few 
among the thousands of players involved 
in such a massive production (from those 
announcing the teams, to the Olympic 
flag inadvertently being attached and 
raised upside down after a long journey 
by the Olympic Spirit on mechanical 
horseback down the Seine River). At the 
same time, there were also (and arguably 
many more) spectacular, inspiring, and 
memorable moments that will, and should, 
challenge all of us in the festivals and 
events industry to reimagine and refocus 
our own events, at whatever our respec-
tive scale may be. 

By refocusing on what the Olympic 
Games represent and what the host city 
of Paris hoped to inspire and showcase, 
the producers reinvented for everyone 
(spectators, participants, athletes, 
viewers, broadcasters, security services, 
et al.) what the event was and could be. 

If there was one broadly overriding and 
important consideration and element that 
the Paris Opening succeeded at putting 
on clear display, it was inclusivity. Inclusiv-

ity that reached across people (including 
all ages, ability levels, and background 
diversity groups), culture and events, 
sports, musical genres (often crossing in 
the same segment), art, architecture and 
venues, history, city landmarks, special 
effects, the Seine River, and, of course, 
the athletes from 206 countries around 
the world. 

While certainly a challenging under-
taking on many fronts and at many levels, 
and not without some downsides (i.e., 
with such a large footprint, there was no 
singular show, for one singular audience) 
if we all refocused on how our own events 
might rethink ourselves, to highlight that 
level of inclusivity and market branding 
value, even in smaller steps, think of the 
returns  that might provide to and from all 
stakeholders and participants. 

For reaching beyond current formulas 
and comfort zones, to move us all 
forward, the producers of the 2024 Paris 
Olympic Games Opening Ceremony 
deserve a gold medal. 

I hope that all of you (and your own 
Olympic-caliber teams) will join your 
professional global peers in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, USA, this September 
29 – October 1, for our Annual IFEA 
Convention & Expo presented by atVenu, 
as we Refocus on both purpose and 
possibilities, ensuring that the power of 
events continues to fulfill our critical roles 
of inclusivity and inspiration in a world 
that needs us now more than ever. 

Let the games begin and we will look 
forward to seeing you in Pittsburgh!

*Note: The Annual IFEA Convention
footprint will run through 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Oct. 1st. Certified Festival &
Event Executive (CFEE) Certification
education classes will be scheduled in
the days leading up to the convention –
September 26-28. Separate Registration
is Required. For more details, Click Here.

Get your hotel reservations and 
registrations in soon.
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https://www.ifea.com/p/education/cfeecertification/upcomingcfeecoreclasses
https://www.ifea.com/p/convention-and-expo/accommodations
https://www.ifea.com/p/resources/shopifea/shopifea-non-members/conventionregistration



