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A one (1) paragraph promotional overview of your Festival / Event
__________________________________

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival celebrated its 40th Festival as it showcased 
the best of Macon and Middle Georgia. For 10 days, guests from all around Georgia, the country 
and world celebrated the beauty of the Yoshino cherry trees in Macon, Georgia, a town referred 
to by Congressional Records as the Cherry Blossom Capital of the World. The community and 
visitors celebrated the 40th Festival by walking and driving the Cherry Blossom Trail, participating in 
cornerstone and community favorite events, and joining in the fun of new programming put on by 
the Festival and its umbrella, sanctioned events. With 80 percent of International Cherry Blossom 
Festival’s in-house ,produced events free or at a nominal admission fee, all residents and visitors 
were able to put on their pink, join in the festivities, and celebrate “Love, Beauty, and International 
Friendship,” the Festival’s founding principles.

A brief history and description of your Festival / Event. 
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival’s roots began with the late William A. Fickling, Sr., a local 
realtor, who possessed a deep appreciation for the beauty and passion of horticulture. In 1949, 
while strolling in his backyard, Mr. Fickling discovered the first Yoshino cherry tree in Macon. He was 
unaware that the tree was a Yoshino species, rare to the Southern United States. Awed by the 
tree's beauty, he began inquiring as to the species of the tree.

In 1952 on a business trip in Washington, D.C., Mr. Fickling spotted a tree that looked exactly like 
the tree he had discovered in his backyard. During a return trip to D.C., he compared a cutting 
from his tree to those around the Tidal Basin. It was a perfect match. Upon his return home to 
Macon, he learned to propagate the Yoshino cherry tree, and he began freely sharing them with 
the community.

As the years passed, Macon's Yoshino cherry trees grew in number, attracting the attention and 
admiration of long-time residents and newcomers alike. One individual struck by their beauty was 
Carolyn Crayton, who had relocated to Macon from North Carolina during the early seventies with 
her husband Lee.

After admiring the trees' unique beauty, Mrs. Crayton had the opportunity to speak with Mr. 
Fickling at a company picnic. “I shared with him a dream of mine, one where the entire town was 
bursting with thousands of the graceful pink cherry trees. I asked if he would donate trees to plant 
in my neighborhood of Wesleyan Woods, and he generously agreed, helping my dream become 
a reality,” said Carolyn Crayton, Founder of the International Cherry Blossom Festival.

To start the project, Mr. Fickling agreed to donate the trees if she would organize the planting. Led 
by Mrs. Crayton, approximately 500 Yoshino cherry trees were planted on Saturday, November 24, 
1973, with the first trees planted along Wesleyan Woods, Guerry Drive and Oxford Drive. Crayton's 
vision did not end with the Wesleyan Woods project.

As the Executive Director for the Keep Macon Bibb-Beautiful Commission (KMBBC), Mrs. 
Crayton proposed launching a Cherry Blossom Festival to celebrate the beauty of the trees and 
to honor Mr. Fickling. As a result, the International Cherry Blossom Festival was born in 1982 under 
the auspices of KMBBC and was developed around the basic principles of “Love, Beauty and 
International Friendship.”



Purpose / Mission 
__________________________________

Macon, Georgia's International Cherry Blossom Festival works to enhance the quality of life, 
community fellowship, and civic pride of all Macon and Middle Georgia residents through the 
encouragement, development, and coordination of selected recreational, cultural, educational 
and social activities. Through each activity the Cherry Blossom Festival celebrates the Macon and 
Middle Georgia community by honoring “Love, Beauty, and International Friendship.”

Event Dates 
__________________________________

The 40th International Cherry Blossom Festival took place March 18-27, 2022.

Types of Activities Included Under the Festival / Event Umbrella 
__________________________________

While the International Cherry Blossom Festivals hosted 10 in-house, produced programs for the 
public during the 10-day celebration, the Festival was also an umbrella for 27 sanctioned events 
that further promoted and displayed the community of Macon and Middle Georgia.

2022 Festival produced programs and events:
• Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park – March 18-27, 2022 *This is event use to be named the 

Festival at Central City Park, but in 2020, before the shutdown due to the pandemic, Macon-
Bibb County voted to rename Central City Park  to Carolyn Crayton Park in honor of the 
Festival’s founder. 

• Cherry Blossom Ball – March 18, 2022
• Bed Race – March 19, 2022
• Weiner Dog Race – March 19, 2022
• Ultimate Air Dogs Dock Diving Competition – March 19-20, 2022 *NEW EVENT
• Cherry Blossom Parade – March 20, 2022
• Third Street Park – March 21-25, 2022
• Blossoms at the Big House – March 25, 2022
• Food Truck Frenzy – March 26-27, 2022
• Tunes and Balloons – March 27, 2022

A few of the 2022 Sanctioned Events include, but are not limited to the following: 
• Macon-Bibb Fire Department’s Pink Pancake Breakfast to benefit the American Cancer 

Society
• Cherry Blossom Road Race
• Macon Amateur Radio Club Special Event Station
• Cherry Blossom Golf Tournament
• Cherry Blossom Festival ISEKAI *Video game competition
• Ocmulgee Lantern Light Tour at the Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park
• Al Sihah Shrine Center’s 6th Annual Chili Cook-Off and BBQ Challenge
• A Killer 80’s Prom *Murder mystery dinner theater 
• Bike the City Pink
• Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Georgia’s Rising Tide: Women’s Leadership Brunch
• Harpsichord Concert: La Belle Francois
• Pinkest Puppy Party
• Cherry Blossom Car Painting



Overall Revenue and Expense Budget 
__________________________________

Total Festival Income: $933,196.91 - Expenses: $669,896.72 = Net Profit: $263,300.19

In 2022, the International Cherry Blossom Festival, a 501(c)3, generated $263,300.19 in net profit, a 
26.9% decrease to 2021’s profit of $323,452.  The change in percentage is accounted to the 59.3 
percent increase in expenses from 2021 to 2022.  Expenses in 2022 increased, because in 2021, the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival operated on a lean budget in response to the cancellation in 
2020. 

When comparing 2022 to 2019, the numbers are more comparable. In 2019, income, expenses 
and net profit were as follows: Income: $869,339 – Expense: $562,825 = Net Profit: $261,845

Comparing 2022 to 2019:
• 2022 income: 7.3 percent increase over 2019
• 2022 expenses: 19 percent increase 2019
• 2022 net profit: 0.55 percent increase over 2019

Estimated Economic Impact 
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival works closely with Visit Macon (CVB) throughout the year, 
and Visit Macon monitors and tracks the economic impact the Festival has in Macon during the 
10-day event.  

According to Visit Macon, the 2022 Festival had $3.3 million in direct spending over the course of 
the 10 days. The economic impact figure Visit Macon provided only accounts for out-of-town 
guests, vendors, Festival operational teams, musical acts, etc. and not additional spending by 
Macon residents.

Attendance Numbers & Demographics 
__________________________________ 

The Festival hosted 10 in-house programs and sanctioned 27 events, The International Cherry 
Blossom Festival had close to 100,000 guests during the 10-day Festival.  Below are the attendance 
numbers for in-house produced programs:
• Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park – 64,405 guests *Two rain out days on opening Friday, March 

18, and Wednesday, March 23.
• Cherry Blossom Ball – 462 guests
• Bed Race – 2,500 guests approximately
• Weiner Dog Race – 2,500 guests approximately
• Dock Dog Diving – 4,000 guests approximately
• Parade – 7,500 guests approximately
• Third Street Park – 450 guests approximately *Two weather cancellations Friday, March 18, 

and Wednesday, March 23.
• Blossoms at the Big House – 216 guests
• Food Truck Frenzy – 12,500 guests approximately
• Tunes and Balloons – 2,253 guests

Not figured into the number above is guests who come to Macon to drive the Cherry Blossom Trail.
Cont.



Attendance Numbers & Demographics
Continued

__________________________________ 

Sanctioned events had around 12,837 guests.  This figure is based on the estimated attendance 
per the sanctioned event application. The Festival does not ask for final attendance numbers, but 
instead asks for attendance from previous years on the application. 

Guest Demographics for the International Cherry Blossom Festival’s  In-house, Produced Programs:

Age
• 21% age 18 and under
• 13% age 18-24
• 17% age 25-34
• 20% age 35-44

Race/Ethnicity
• 1 percent Other
• 2 percent Hispanic/Latino
• 4 percent Asian

Sex
• 46 percent male

Volunteer Count & Demographics 
__________________________________ 

The 2022 International Cherry Blossom Festival was supported by 43 volunteers who helped 
manage Tunes and Balloons, Bed Race, Cherry Blossom Ball, Blossoms at the Big House, Third Street 
Park, and the Cherry Blossom Parade.

Of the 43 volunteers, 52% were male, and 47% were female, and the ages ranged from 20-70 years 
old.

Staffing Numbers and Positions 
__________________________________ 

Full-time, year-round team members:
• Stacy Moore – CEO/President
• Katie Hart - Director of Operations
• Arah Adams – Marketing/Events Manager
• Robin Cochran – Merchandise  Manager

Contracted, year-round team member:
• Anita Shipman – Finance Manager
• Scarlett Farr - Royalty Coordinator

Cherry Blossom Board:
• The Festival is supported by 23 Board Members

Cont.

• 13% age 45-54
• 10% age 55-64
• 6% age 65+

• 42 percent Caucasian
• 51 percent Black/African American

• 54 percent female



Staffing Numbers and Positions
Continued

__________________________________ 

Seasonal employees/teams hired and paid through outside agencies:
• Janitorial team at CCP – 6-8 team members per shift depending on day
• Parking team at CCP – 6 team members per shift
• Admissions team at CCP – 8 team members per shift
• Bag checking team at CCP – 7 team members per shift
• Stage security team for national headliners at CCP – 6 team members
• Overnight security at CCP – Two team members per shift
• Ambulance service at CCP: 2-4 team members per shift depending on day
• Janitorial team at Food Truck Frenzy: 2 team members per shift
• Ambulance service at Bed Race and Weiner Dog Race – 3 team members

Macon-Bibb County provides city services as a donation to the International Cherry Blossom 
Festival.  From road closures, trash pickup, renting city parks, hanging banners on light poles in 
Downtown Macon, onsite response teams, etc., Macon-Bibb County provides these services at no 
cost to the Festival.  Macon-Bibb County provides the following for guest safety at CCP:
• Bibb County Sheriff’s Office – Mobile command center and 10-40 deputies onsite depending 

on time and day
• Macon-Bibb Fire Department – One truck with 4-6 firefighters
• Macon-Bibb emergency Management Agency (EMA) – Mobile command unit with 2-6 EMA 

volunteers onsite depending on day and time

. Founding / Incorporation Date and Management System
__________________________________ 

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival was recognized in 1988 as a 501 (c)3 non-
profit organization with a volunteer Board of Directors, full-time Executive Director/President/CEO, 
and staff.

International Cherry Blossom Festival Headquarters



Overall Marketing Campaign & Media Outreach 
__________________________________ 

The marketing and promotional efforts implemented by Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry 
Blossom Festival focused on creating a cohesive and unified brand message. The goals of the 
marketing and promotional media campaign were to:
• Engage a diverse audience as the Festival provides diverse activities/events/programs
• Increase attendance at signature events
• Increase visibility of the Festival in Macon and surrounding counties in Middle Georgia
• Increase presence in counties outside of 14 counties that comprise Middle Georgia
• Promote the message of the Festival as family-friendly with 80 percent of events and 

programs free or with a nominal admission fee

The Festival along with its media partners targeted Macon, 14 counties comprising Middle Georgia 
and 17 counties within a 90-mile radius.  Media partners provided $269,684 in-kind media 
donations.  The 2022 media partners included:
• WMAZ
• WGXA
• WMGT

The focus was predominantly television, social media (in-house and media partners), and radio 
with wonderful support from print and digital.
• Television - Advertisements, full-length broadcast of the Cherry Blossom Parade, on-air 

interviews, news reports, onsite broadcasts, live footage, and interviews with guests.
• Radio – Advertisements, PSAs, and on-air interviews with the Festival’s team and board.
• Social Media - Online advertisements and posts, sharing images and videos, keeping guests 

up to date on changes, and audience engagement.
• Print - Advertisements and stories before and during the Festival.
• Digital - Advertisements, photo galleries, video, in-depth stories, and interviews with board 

members and guests, email blasts by partners, web banners, and push notifications.

While the Festival works closely with media partners to provide stories and media opportunities, the 
media outlets also monitor the Festival’s social media and website for information, links, and up-to-
date information. The Festival relies heavily on its website to provide guests and visitors with the 
most up-to-date information including event schedules, parking information, accessibility, ticket 
information, etc. The website is the hub of information, guests rely on www.cherryblossom.com to 
have all the information they may need to have a fun and easy-to-navigate Festival experience.

The Cherry Blossom Festival website averages 35,000 users a month, with a sharp increase in 
January, February and March with an average of 155,000 visitors a month

Guests also rely on the Festival’s social media accounts for information. By implementing in-house 
social media strategies, the Festival was able to directly target a significant audience group.

Social media posts included, but were not limited to the following:
• Promoting events, vendors, entertainment, exhibits, sponsors, etc., through posts, pictures, 

videos, event pages, stories and advertisements
• Call to action for Parade, community stage, Weiner Dog Race, etc. applications
• Share It to Win It Contests 

The Festival also encouraged guests using social media to tag their Festival images with 
#PinkestParty. The hashtag enabled visitors and the Festival to share and like each other’s posts, 
which in turns allows the Festival to reach a wider audience.

• The Joy FM
• Oconee Radio Group
• Visit Macon

• Middle Georgia Black Pages
• Cox Communications
• Cumulus

http://www.cherryblossom.com/


Marketing Campaign & Media Outreach Examples 
__________________________________ 



Overall Sponsorship Program 
__________________________________

As a registered 501 (c)3 non-profit organization, the International Cherry Blossom Festival relies 
heavily on the support and partnership with sponsors to produce quality events and programs. The 
Festival is committed to providing an environment where sponsors can engage at the highest 
possible level with prospective and current clients in safe, hospitable and professionally managed 
settings. In a comprehensive effort targeted to maximize event participation, sponsor-value, and 
brand reach, event partners/sponsors are integrated into events and offered multiple marketing 
opportunities including, but not limited to the following:
• Social media marketing – Featured in posts that reach thousands of followers in the Middle 

Georgia area
• One-to-one marketing - Interact directly with customers and prospects
• Brand awareness – Increase product/organization visibility both onsite and through ads with 

Festival media partners
• Sampling – Provide direct product interaction and education to a targeted group of 

customers
• Promotional efforts – Distribute coupons, create sweepstakes, hold contests, etc.
• Retail traffic – Build promotions that increase store traffic
• Database building – Integrate promotional elements that provide demographic and buying 

behavior information
• Goodwill – Enhance business/organization/product perception in the community by 

partnering with the Festival
• Employee relations – Involve employees in event and build team enthusiasm, teamwork, and 

company loyalty
• Sophisticated Promotional Campaigns – Work with the Festival’s marketing team to develop 

memorable, and creative print and radio promotional campaigns aligned with specific 
events

The Festival team works directly with each sponsor to customize a unique benefit package that fits 
the goals and needs of the partner at its sponsorship level. While all sponsors receive a robust 
media package, each sponsorship is tailored to the company/business in terms of Festival benefits, 
merchandise, tickets and tailored activations approaches. Tailored activation approaches 
include, but are not limited to the following:
• Display space at events - Ex. SelfieSuite created two selfie stations in the Round Building at 

Carolyn Crayton Park.
• Product sampling opportunities - Ex. Coca-Cola gave away bottles of a new drink at the 

Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park.
• Branded event giveaways - Ex. At the Weiner Dog Race, dog bandanas with the Paulk 

Landscaping logo were given to participants and guests attending with their furry friend(s).
• Branded event elements- Ex. . Middle Georgia State University sponsored Tunes and Balloons 

and included in the event was a hot air balloon with the University’s logo.
• Presenter Status - Ex. Drew Exposition was the presenter for the Nightly Headliner Series at the 

Festival at Central City Park. With this status Drew Exposition received additional signage and 
verbal acknowledgement before each act.

• Parade participation - Ex. YKK had a float celebrating the 40th Festival in the Parade.

Cont.



Overall Sponsorship Program 
Continued

__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival offers four tiers of sponsorships:
• Platinum: $15,000 and greater
• Gold: $10,000-$14,999

The 2022 Festival received incredible support from 35 sponsors that provided $290,000 in monetary 
sponsorships. Below are the 2022 Sponsors broken down by event/program. *Denotes new sponsor.

Ball - $33,500 raised
• Georgia Farm Bureau - Gold
• Graphic Packaging - Silver 
• Nichiha - Silver
• R.A. Bowen Trust - Silver
• Dillard’s – Silver 
• Jones Cork, LLP - Bronze

Bed Race - $7,000 raised
• Walthall Oil - Bronze
• *Kumho Tire – Bronze

Carolyn Crayton Park - $131,000 raised
• Drew Exposition - Platinum
• Coca-Cola Bottling Co. - Platinum
• ICB Construction - Gold
• YKK - Gold
• Bud Light Seltzer – Gold
• Bibb Distributing Company - Silver
• Central Georgia Technical College - Silver
• Cadence Bank – Silver
• *Spherion Staffing – Silver
• Cricket Wireless – Silver Sponsor
• AARP - Bronze Sponsor
• Georgia VECTR Center - Bronze
• AAA-Berkner Insurance – Bronze
• Miller-Motte College – Bronze
• United Site Service – Bronze

Dock Dog Diving Competition - $16,000 raised
• *Ingles – Gold

• Silver: $5,000-$9,999
• Bronze: $2,500-$4,999

Dinner at the Big House - $25,000 raised
• Cox Communications – Gold
• Center State Bank – Silver
• Vein Specialist of the South/Spa Medical –

Silver
• Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete, LLP –

Bronze

Food Truck Frenzy - $5,000 raised
• *Amazon – Silver

Gift Shop - $10,000 raised
• Robins Financial – Silver
• Publix Charities – Bronze

Parade - $15,000 raised
• GEICO – Platinum

Third Street Park Festivities – $12,500 raised
• Atlanta Postal Credit Union – Gold
• Lighthouse Nursing – Bronze

Tunes and Balloons - $35,000 raised
• Georgia Power -Platinum
• Burgess Pigment – Gold
• Atlanta Gas Light – Silver
• *Sandler Nonwoven Corporation – Bronze
• Carlyle Place – Bronze

Weiner Dog Race – In-Kind Trade 
• Paulk Landscaping – Bronze



Sponsor Activation Examples
__________________________________

Walthall Oil Company sponsored the Bed Race and handed out branded thunder sticks.

Cox Communications sponsored Blossoms at the Big House and gave away headphones.

Selfie Suite sponsored CCP and had two selfie areas.



Merchandise Program 
__________________________________

The Cherry Blossom Gift Shop, the Festival’s Merchandising Program, has been a fixture of the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival since the Festival was founded. The first Festival offered 
guests a pin for purchase, which was the start of the Festival’s Pin Program.  The merchandise 
program has since grown to include a wide variety of products including, but not limited to t-shirts, 
hats, posters, tumblers, keychains, magnets and temporary tattoos.

The Cherry Blossom Gift Shop serves as a source of revenue, but it also acts a marketing and 
promotional tool. Throughout the year, the International Cherry Blossom Festival merchandise is 
seen all over Macon and Middle Georgia as pink pride is year-round in our community.

Staples of the merchandise program are the Festival’s annual new pin, poster, and t-shirt 
designs. In 2022, the pin was designed by Middle Georgia artist Natalie Bradley, and it showcased 
three koi fish to represent Love, Beauty and International Friendship. The pin was sold through the 
Cherry Blossom Gift Shop, and 11 select local businesses and organizations also sold the pin 
including, but not limited to Visit Macon (CVB), Robins Financial Credit Union, The Tubman Museum
and Georgia Sports Hall of Fame. 

Each year, the Festival also selects a local artist to create an annual poster highlighting the 
Yoshino cherry trees. The poster is set on display for 10 days at  the Gift Shop located at the 
Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park. The Festival team chose Larry Najera to design the 2022 poster.  
The poster was sold through the merchandise program, and it was also used for promotional 
purposes in area hotels, stores and restaurants. Najera’s poster showcased Third Street Park, the 
location of the first Festival in Downton Macon.  The poster featured Yoshino cherry trees and the 
lantern given to Macon and the International Cherry Blossom Festival by our sister city, Kurobe, 
Japan.

The 2022 t-shirt was a throwback design to the first logo of the International Cherry Blossom Festival.  
Since we were celebrating the 40th annual Festival, we decided to pay homage to the Festival’s 
roots with the original logo, which was also featured on a keychain sold through the Festival’s 
merchandise program.

The International Cherry Blossom Festival had 71 SKUs in 2022, a majority of which are t-shirts in 
varying sizes. Of these 71 SKUs, 23 were new, and 25 SKUs sold out during the Festival. The Festival 
strategically curated new and limited-run items to sell in the 2022, which included:
• Keychains 
• Beverage napkins
• 40th logo stickers
• Light up headbands
• Burlap lunch bag
• Handheld fans
• Magnets

By specifically curating the gift shop to include Festival favorites (pin, t-shirts, tumblers, etc.), highly 
requested items by guests from the past four years (ex. beverage napkins and fans), and keeping 
the price point at $30 and under, the Festival was able to execute a cohesive and successful 
merchandise program. 

The 2022 Cherry Blossom Gift Shop had a net profit of $11,697.03, a 11.7 percent over 2021.  

• 40th logo and koi fish t-shirts
• New design for children’s t-shirts
• T-shirt with Yoshino cherry tree
• Christmas ornament with 40th logo
• Notecards
• Pink poodle stuffed animal
• Pink pen with logo



Merchandise Examples 
__________________________________

2022 Cherry Blossom Pin



Volunteer Program 
__________________________________

In order to run successful and streamlined events, the International Cherry Blossom Festival 
engaged 43 volunteers to assist with in-house produced programs in 2022 Festival lineup. The 
International Cherry Blossom Festival worked with individuals as well as various groups and 
organizations to secure volunteers—Board members, Think Pink Committee, Macon-Middle 
Georgia National Pan-Hellenic Council, Optimist Club and Magnolia Soapbox Derby Board.

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival volunteers were seen handing out ice 
cream and Coca-Cola products to guests at Third Street Park, checking in guests at Blossoms at 
the Big House, managing admissions at Tunes and Balloons, checking in participants and floats at 
the Cherry Blossom Parade, timing the Bed Race, and greeting and seating guests at the Cherry 
Blossom Ball.

Volunteers acted as Festival ambassadors and were able to answer questions, direct guests, and 
represent the Festival.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion Plan
__________________________________

The international Cherry Blossom Festival does not have written DEI plan, but the International 
Cherry Blossom Festival team works closely with board members and organizations to ensure 
Festival programming is diverse and inclusive.  The Cherry Blossom Festival also works with outside 
teams like parking and admissions to ensure all guests are treated with respect the moment they 
step into the Festival footprint.

Volunteers handing out free Coca-Cola products at Third Street Park.



Accessibility Program 
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival strives to plan each program in a way to limit accessibility 
barriers for guests like parking, walking paths, restrooms, etc. 

For all events using facilities, the Festival team ensures the facility meets ADA requirements like 
door clearance, ease of opening door or ensuring a team member open doors for guests, ADA 
permitted parking located near the facility, and accessible restrooms. ADA accessible restrooms, 
parking and entry clearance for admissions are also considered when planning programs that are 
gated, located in parks or open areas, and/or located on the streets of Downtown Macon. 

The Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) is largest program of the Festival and operates the 
entire 10-days of the Festival.  CCP  is the entertainment hub with amusement rides, shows and 
attractions, concessions and a nightly headliner series. In 2022, 64,405 guests attended CCP over 
the course of eight days; unfortunately, two days were cancelled out of the 10 due to inclement 
weather. Since CCP impacts by far the greatest number of guests, the Festival works closely with 
different partners to ensure guests with differing accessibility needs are able to enjoy CCP.  A few 
of the ways we address accessibility needs are by implementing the following: 
• Sectioning off an entire parking lot for ADA parking near the main entry point
• Accessible bathrooms and portable ADA restrooms
• Spaces for wheelchair seating at all tables at the food tents
• Making sure all guest entry and exit points have plenty of clearance to allow all guests to 

move comfortably 
• Keeping paved walkways clear and unobstructed for pedestrians 
• Electrical cords are kept off sidewalks and walkways.  

The other main focus at CCP is accessibility on the midway for guests wanting to enjoy midway, 
amusement rides.  The following key points are highlighted on the Festival’s website and app for 
guests seeking information on midway and amusement ride accessibility: ***The information below 
is provided to the Festival directly from Drew Exposition.
• “We’re trying to make The James H. Drew Exposition as enjoyable and barrier-free as possible. 

Listed below are some of the services we offer. 
o Guests must be capable of lifting themselves from their wheelchairs onto and off of the 

ride or must be aided by an adult companion capable of lifting the guest from the 
wheelchair. The James H. Drew Exposition personnel are neither trained nor permitted 
to assist guests other than by helping to steady or support the guest or by aiding the 
guest’s companion. 

o On most rides where guests in wheelchairs can be accommodated, guests will have to 
leave their wheelchairs to be seated. 

o Guests in wheelchairs with up to two companions will be allowed to ride without 
waiting in line. Additionally, these guests will be given the option of two consecutive 
rides if ride operations permit. Please have a member of your party contact the ride 
operator upon arrival at the ride for further instructions. 

o When sight impaired guests are riding attractions, someone in the guest party must stay 
with the leader dog, if applicable, The James H. Drew Exposition personnel cannot care 
for nor be responsible for the leader dog.”



Entertainment Program 
__________________________________

All events and programs the International Cherry Blossom Festival offers guests, entertainment is at 
its heart. Not only does the International Cherry Blossom Festival create programming that is 
entertainment based, the Festival partners and sanctions events that provide guests with events 
and entertainment that suit every preference.

Below are Festival programmed events and entertainment components involved in each event.

Bed Race and Wiener Dog Race - Gentleman George with Cumulus Broadcasting was onsite to 
emcee and DJ the events to keep the energy high.

Cherry Blossom Ball – The Cherry Blossom Ball celebrated its close ties with Japan in honor of the 
40th Festival. To help set the tone for the evening’s festivities, the night was kicked-off with a 
performance from by Matsuriza Taiko Drummers. Matsuriza demonstrated the traditional art of 
Japanese drumming known as “Taiko.” After the program, guests were treated to dancing and 
music by Bobby and the Aristocats.  Bobby and the Aristocats are a party band out of Atlanta, 
and they are known around the Southeast as a premier event band that gets guests singing and 
dancing along.  

Blossoms at the Big House - During the community dining experience, members of End of the Line: 
A Tribute to the Allman Brothers performed many tracks off of the album Eat A Peach, which was 
celebrating its 50th anniversary. 
Third Street Park - This five-day event hosted daily musical entertainment  by local DJ Laura Starling 
with WDEN.

Tunes and Balloons - As guests watched hot air balloons light up the sky, they listened to the 
Macon Pops perform the entire Michael Jackson Thriller album, which was also celebrating its 40th.

Cont.

Tunes and Balloons: Macon Pops Performing Michael Jackson’s Thriller Album



Entertainment Program
Continued 

__________________________________

The Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) - CCP is the largest program in the International Cherry 
Blossom Festival’s lineup due to the entertainment offered to guests-- amusement rides, 
community acts, shows and attractions, popups, and nightly headliners.
• Amusement Rides On the Midway - The International Cherry Blossom Festival partnered with 

Drew Exposition to provide guests a safe and fun carnival midway.  Drew Exposition brought 
in 35 rides, including the all-new Jekyll and Hyde ride which took guests 130 feet in the air.  

• Community Acts - Twenty-three community acts were scheduled at CCP ranging from dance 
groups to musical acts of all sizes.  In 2022, three days were limited on booking community 
acts due to having nationally touring headliners setup their equipment before the gates 
opened and restricting access on the stage.  While community acts were limited on these 
days, the CCP played stock music and allowed musical groups comprised of one to three 
members to perform.

• Shows and Attractions - CCP offered guests six shows and attractions to enjoy while visiting 
the Festival: Jurassic Kingdom, Mighty Mike Show, Mike Fuller: The Magician, BIG BEE The 
Transforming Car, Pirates of the Colombian Caribbean,  and The Human Cannonball.

• Popup: Pure Barre of Macon, Georgia, hosted a popup class at CCP.  Guests brought their 
mats and for an hour, participated in a modified Pure Barre class.  

• Nightly Headliners – Ten headliners ranging from nationally touring bands to regional and 
local favorites acts were booked. The Festival worked diligently to create a headliner lineup 
that was inclusive and genre diverse.  The 2022 Festival at CCP featured the following acts:
o Friday, March 18 – Rock the 90’s  - A rock tribute band taking audiences back to the 

glory days of rock. *Cancelled due to weather closure.
o Saturday, March 19 – Walker Hayes - Singer/songwriter known for his smash hit, “Fancy 

Like,” which has received accolades, ranked as a top 10 song on multiple lists, and has 
been featured in a national Applebee's campaign.

o Sunday, March 20 – The Lotus Band - Comprised of Middle Georgia educators 
specializing in upbeat, R&B, blues, jazz, neo-soul and inspirational music. 

o Monday, March 21 – The Fabulous Boomers - Professional 8-piece group from Macon 
playing classic oldies, beach music, progressive country, and contemporary adult hits. 

o Tuesday, March 22 – Mia Darj’de & Friends - First-class entertainer performing soul and 
R&B covers and original songs.

o Wednesday, March 23 – A2Z - Party Band playing top hits throughout the decades. 
*Cancelled due to weather closure.

o Thursday, March 24 – AJ the DJ and a Laser Light Show – The biggest dance party at 
CCP paired with a laser light show.  This was the first year the Festival hosted a laser light 
show.

o Friday, March 25 – Arrested Development (AD) - Multi-platinum, Grammy Award 
Winning group, AD was the first ever hip-hop artists to receive the “best new artist” 
Grammy, and “best rap single” Grammy for their hit song, Tennessee. 

o Saturday, March 26 – Niko Moon - RCA Nashville breakthrough artist, Niko Moon mixes 
country and hip-hop for a high energy and edgy sound. He has topped multiple charts 
with his Platinum-selling debut single, Good Time. 

o Sunday, March 27 – The Grapevine Band - Founded in the “heart” of soul and rock and 
roll music, the band is recognized throughout Georgia and the southeast as “The 
Premier Party Band.” 



Entertainment Examples from The Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park 
__________________________________



Virtual Programming 
__________________________________

After cancelling the 2020 International Cherry Blossom Festival 10 days before it was slated to 
open, the Festival, Visit Macon, and NewTown Macon teamed up to offer a Virtual Cherry Blossom 
Experience, which took place March 27-April 5. Virtual components included 10 nightly concerts 
via livestream, cooking and cocktail demos featuring pink dishes and drinks, livestream Bloom 
Cam of the Yoshino cherry trees (yearly feature), unveiling the Festival’s new song “Cherry Blossom 
Time” online and on television with media partners and community partners, and asking virtual 
guests to post pictures of them wearing pink, having pink picnics, and/or recreating pink dishes 
and cocktails. Virtual guests were also encouraged to support local businesses by shopping for 
cherry blossom-inspired merchandise online or picking up a to-go order from a downtown 
restaurant. 

In 2021, the International Cherry Blossom Festival offered in-person and virtual only events.  The 
Weiner Dog Race, Bed Race and Cherry Blossom Parade were virtual only events, and the three 
events were livestreamed on the Festival’s social media, as well as media partners’ social media 
and TV stations.  WGXA livestreamed the Bed Race and Weiner Dog Race, and WMGT 
livestreamed the Cherry Blossom Parade.

In 2022, the International Cherry Blossom Festival was held with all in-person events.  The Weiner 
Dog Race and Bed Race while in-person were still livestreamed for guests viewing, and the Cherry 
Blossom Parade was broadcasted by WMGT. The2022 Festival was organized and planned in 
accordance with Georgia state law and EMA recommendations. 



Food & Beverage Program 
__________________________________

Food and beverage is a key component in International Cherry Blossom Festival events and 
programs. Below are Festival events and programs and the Food and Beverage Program involved 
in each. 

Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) – CCP had 13 concession setups located on the 
independent side, and on the midway, there were six concessions setups. The Festival booked fan 
favorites that are craved year-round from dill pickle pizza, slushies with specialty toppings, candy 
apples, boiled peanuts, cinnamon rolls, pink apple cobblers, bourbon chicken, sandwich bombz 
and so many more. 

Four sponsors have pouring rights at CCP—Coca-Cola, Yuengling, Bud Light Seltzer and Bibb 
Distributing (Yuengling, Bud Light and alcohol distributor). In addition to beer options, Premier 
Events, the bartending team, also served pink margaritas, specialty pink cocktails and standard 
mixed drinks. 

CCP offered specialty days for concessions and beverages.  On Tuesday, CCP hosted $2 Tuesday 
for guests to enjoy $2 specialty items from concession setups on the independent side.  Some of 
the $2 Tuesday deals include tacos, mozzarella sticks and elephant ears. On $2 Tuesday, Premier 
Events sold smaller sized beer and cocktails to guests 21 and older. On Thursday for CCP’s dance 
party and laser light show, Premier Events created a specialty cocktail called the Pink Lady, in 
honor of the International Cherry Blossom founder Carolyn Crayton.

Cherry Blossom Ball – The ball is an annual event bringing together guests for a night of eating, 
drinking, dancing and celebrating.  The Cherry Blossom Ball was held at the Macon Auditorium in 
Downtown Macon, and guests were treated to a three-course dinner catered by a community 
favorite restaurant, Oliver’s Bistro.  Oliver’s Bistro served a salad course, main course consisting of 
steak with a mushroom glaze served with mashed potatoes and broccolini, and the dinner was 
topped off with a New York cheesecake.  Beverages were provided by the Macon Auditorium.

Food Truck Frenzy - With 11 food trucks participating, guests over the course of two days in 
Downtown Macon were presented an array of yummy options including island noodles, gourmet 
hamburgers, and New Orleans cuisine. The alcoholic beverage program was presented by 
Festival sponsors and partner, Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen. Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen 
served a variety of beers including its own in-house brewed beers, and wine was also served.  
Coca-Cola had pouring rights for all non-alcoholic beverages sold at Food Truck Frenzy. 

Tunes and Balloons – Tunes and Balloons is a wonderful evening featuring a concert by Macon 
Pops, a hot air balloon glow, and tethered hot air balloon rides.  Guests are allowed to bring in 
food and beverages, so the Festival books limited concession setups.  In 2022, Frios Gourmet Pops 
were onsite selling popsicles like pink lemonade, mango strawberry and key lime pie.

Third Street Park - Weekdays from 11:30am to 1:00pm guests enjoyed free music and free goodies 
from Festival partners—Cherry Dr. Pepper, Cherry Cokes and Cokes were provided by Coca-Cola, 
Kroger handed out cherry ice cream, and Krispy Kreme offered guests a variety of donuts. On 
Thursday in honor Founders Day, Felicia's Cake Factory baked a special cake for Carolyn Crayton 
and handed out cupcakes to guests.

Cont.



Food & Beverage Program 
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Blossoms at the Big House – An evening of community celebration at the Allman Brother’s Big 
House Museum was a highlight of the Festival.  Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen ran the alcoholic 
beverage program serving guests complimentary beer and wine.  Guests enjoyed a modern 
Southern dinner catered by The Perfect Pear, which is based in Perry, Georgia.  During the cocktail 
hour of the event, guests could indulge on passed and a stationary hors d’ouerves.  For dinner, The 
Perfect Pear offered a three-course meal consisting of a harvest salad, airplane chicken with 
potato mash and brussels sprouts, and a trio of deserts: chocolate pudding, flourless chocolate 
torte, and pink macarons.

Blossoms at the Big House hors 
d'oeuvres station.

Free pink donuts at Third Street Park.



Green Program
__________________________________

Tree Sales
The International Cherry Blossom Festival partnered with Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful (KMBB) to give 
away Yoshino cherry trees seedlings to encourage replanting and planting in the Macon and 
Middle Georgia community. It is important to replant and plant the Yoshino cherry trees as the 
original trees planted in the 1980s, and the Yoshino cherry trees struggle in the heat, are 
susceptible to disease, and have a life expectancy of 20 years so many trees are in their decline.  

KMBB also sold two different varieties of cherry trees at the Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park. KMBB 
sold Akebono Yoshino and Taiwan Cherry.  The Akebono Yoshino is a more disease resistant 
Yoshino cultivar, and the Taiwan Cherry is more heat tolerant cherry tree variety, which makes 
these two varieties prudent options for planting in the Cherry Blossom Capital of World.

Education on Planting and Replanting
Leading up the 40th International Cherry Blossom Festival, KMBB educated Macon and Middle 
Georgia residents about how to plant a variety of cherry trees and how to keep current Yoshino 
trees healthy. Information regarding planting instructions were placed on the KMBB website, rack 
cards, local news articles, and in-person during the annual replanting of older Yoshino cherry trees 
in neighborhoods held by KMBB and Parks and Beautification with the support of the William 
Fickling family. 



Educational Program 
__________________________________

Each and every year, the International Cherry Blossom Festival team, Visit Macon, Parks and 
Recreation, Parks and Beautification, and many other organizations receive phone calls asking 
when the Yoshino cherry trees will bloom, if they are blooming, and the exact date of the first 
blooms.  This year, William A. Fickling, III, grandson of William A. Fickling, Sr. and International Cherry 
Blossom Festival board member, wrote an article titled “When Will Macon’s Cherry Trees Bloom?” 
The article was posted on the Festival’s website, picked up by local news outlets, and information 
snippets were posted on social media with links to the article.  Below is the article written by William 
A. Fickling, III.

“When Will Macon’s Cherry Trees Bloom?”

“ One of the things we enjoy most about the cherry trees is that they usually bloom all at once, en 
masse, and put on quite a beautiful show all over town. And about this time of year, I’m often 
asked when our Japanese Yoshino Cherry Trees (“prunus x yedoensis“) will bloom? The answer is 
“at the best possible time for cherry trees to bloom”, which is up to God, the weather, and the 
trees. We can only guess when that will be!

Statistics - However, we have some statistical data to help us make an educated guess. My 
grandfather, William A. Fickling, Sr. kept a detailed log for more than ten years of when his cherry 
trees bloomed, including the first and last dates they bloomed, and the average peak bloom 
date. He kept statistics for downtown, his house on Ingleside Avenue, and the Fickling Farm on 
Rivoli Drive. From this log, we know that the average peak bloom date for Macon is March 23rd, 
which coincides with his birthday. We always try to plan the festival so that March 23rd is included 
within the 10-day festival period.

Standard deviation from the mean - However, there is a wide swing of plus or minus two weeks 
from the average peak bloom date. There have always been blossoms on March 23rd every year 
that I can remember, but some years the cherry trees were just starting to bloom on the 23rd, and 
some years there were only a few blossoms remaining. Several more factors enter into the 
equation that we know of.

Chill hours - I know many people worry when we have a mild winter, that the cherry trees will 
bloom early. However, as with peach trees, cherry trees require a minimum number of chill hours to 
set a good bloom. In very mild winters, they may not get enough chill hours, and contrary to what 
you might expect, that can actually delay the bloom, or cause the trees to become confused 
and bloom at different times.

Microclimate - The average cherry tree only holds its blossoms for 7 to 10 days, or less if wind or rain 
knocks them off. But because Macon is bisected by the Fall Line between the Piedmont Plateau 
and the Coastal Plain, Macon has several microclimates, and that tends to spread the bloom 
period. Typically, the cherry trees downtown bloom at a slightly different time than the trees on 
Ingleside Ave, and the trees in Wesleyan Woods are a few days different as well. Also, Yoshinos are 
mountainous understory trees in their native habitat in Japan, and are typically healthier when 
shaded by conifers, and grown on a sandy/rocky well-drained slope, and hence have a superior 
bloom in their favored locations.
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Genetic Variation -Most of the Yoshino cuttings in Macon were taken from the original cherry trees 
that were planted in Grandfather’s front yard. One of the trees typically bloomed a few days 
earlier than the others. My grandfather took cuttings from all the trees, and if you look around 
Macon, you’ll notice that some trees will bloom a few days earlier than the others.

Age - You may have noticed that younger Yoshinos tend to bloom earlier than their older siblings. 
Yoshinos under stress also put out basal shoots and these typically bloom earlier than the original 
trunk. Many people let one of the larger shoots grow since it’s often an indication that an older 
tree is dying. Healthy older trees may delay bloom, especially on their higher branches, and their 
leaves also sprout later.

Length of bloom period - All these variations add up. So, while any given tree may only bloom for 7 
to 10 days, the total bloom period in Macon can be as long as two weeks. Weather affects this too 
though. Yoshino blossoms are cold hardy and are rarely affected by frost or freezing temperatures. 
However, the delicate blossoms are easily affected by wind or rain and are easily blown off, which 
can regrettably cut the bloom period short in bad weather.

Pink Blush phase - Just before the cherry trees bloom the buds begin to swell and turn pink. 
Because there are so many buds on a Yoshino the entire tree can take on a soft pink hue around 
dusk. The blossoms also change colors as they age. They appear brilliant white when they first 
open. Then they slowly turn pinker. They are at their pinkest right before they fall off. In years when 
the blooms last longer, they turn a much richer pink.
Disease and pests

In the last few years, we’ve had very mild winters, and this has allowed shot hole fungus and tree-
borer pests to affect the trees, and many of them in Macon are badly affected. The trees at my 
Grandfather’s house on Ingleside, and at Fickling Farm on Rivoli are some of the oldest trees in 
town and are the most badly affected. We are replanting the trees, but it will be quite a few years 
before these locations are as beautiful as they were in recent years.

The Keep Macon Bibb Beautiful Commission in cooperation with many local agencies are 
investigating new varieties and hybrids that are more disease resistant, and better able to tolerate 
the heat. The leading contender is a variety developed at the National Arboretum in Washington, 
D.C. named Helen Taft after the wife of President Taft who received the original gift of Yoshino 
trees from the wife of the Mayor of Tokyo Japan that are planted around the Tidal Basin in 
Washington. While these are presently in short supply, we hope to increase the production of 
these disease-resistant trees and restore the beautiful spring bloom we’ve all come to love and 
enjoy.

Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful Commissioner and Master Gardener Wayne Woodsworth has 
launched a project to determine which varieties of cherry trees grow best in Macon. Please 
contact KMBBC if you wish to donate to this effort.

Winter of 2021-2022
Compared to recent years, we’ve had a lot of cold nights this winter, and we hope this will slow 
the diseases and suppress some of the pests. The current forecast calls for warm weather the next 
couple of weeks. Unless we have an unexpected cold snap, my guess is that the trees will bloom 
in time for the opening weekend of the Cherry Blossom Festival on March 18th.”

http://keepmaconbibbbeautiful.org/
https://cherryblossom.com/


Children’s Program 
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival works with the Bibb County Board of Education to ensure 
spring break falls during the Festival as all of our free and nominally priced admission events 
(children 10 and under free) are programmed to be child friendly with an emphasis on family fun.  

The Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) is designed to be a family-friendly program that 
entertains all ages for 10 days.  CCP is home to amusement rides and shows and attractions.

Drew Exposition is CCP’s midway provider. The amusements rides Drew Exposition brings in range in 
thrill levels so guests of all ages can enjoy the midway.  Drew Exposition and the Festival work 
together to create an area that clusters children’s rides together near the independent side, 
which hosts shows and attractions. The Festival books a variety shows and attractions that are 
educational, thrilling and extremely kid friendly as the Festival falls during Macon-Bibb County 
Spring Break.

CCP offered guests six shows and attractions to enjoy while visiting the Festival.  The following 
shows and attractions entertained guests:
• Jurassic Kingdom returned for its second year.  The action-packed show introduced guests to 

a new cast of dinosaurs, and guests had the opportunity to touch and interact with the 
dinosaurs throughout the show.

• Mighty Mike had audience laughing and amazed with his comedic strongman routine. 
Mighty Mike showed off his strength while engaging the audience with his jokes and dance 
routines.

• Mike Fuller, the Magician performed all kinds of magic from seemingly simple sleight of hand 
to making special guests magically appear, 

• BIG BEE The Transforming Car is a real car that transformed into a giant 15 feet action robot. 
• Pirates of the Colombian Caribbean transported guests to a  fantastic world of action, 

adventure, and thrills with trapeze, highwire and aerial acts.
• David “The Bullet” Smith, the Human Cannonball, is the highest and farthest flying human 

cannonballs of all time. From breaking the world distance record early in his career to 
blasting part of the Grand Canyon, the Human Cannonball thrilled audiences.
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In addition to CCP, the International Cherry Blossom Festival creates family friendly programming 
and includes child-friendly elements into all programming that is free or has a nominally priced 
admission fee. Children 10 and under always receive free admission.
• Third Street Park – Free ice cream and entertainment by a local DJ.
• CCP - Kids dance party by AJ the DJ
• Tunes and Balloons – Tethered hot air balloon rides, hot air balloon glow, and a concert by 

Macon Pops playing the entire Michael Jackson Thriller album.
• Cherry Blossom Parade – The Parade is wonderful for children to watch, but also for children 

to participate in.  A few of the Parade units featuring children are the Boys and Girls Club of 
Central Georgia, Byron Middle School Cheer & Dance Team, Rutland High School JROTC, 
Weaver Middle School Cheerleaders

• Bed Race – The annual Bed Race is pure family-fun as teams of five race themed beds down 
Cherry Street. 

• Weiner Dog Race – Dog loving guests gathered for the third year to watch dachshund dogs 
race down Cherry Street typically in anyway but a straight line.

• Dock Dog Diving – Two fun days of watching dogs dive into a giant pool as a qualifier for the 
next level of diving.  Ingles Supermarket was onsite presenting cooking demonstrations and 
small samples of their culinary creations.

• Food Truck Frenzy – Food trucks from the southeast gathered together to satisfy all guests 
cravings.

• Cherry the Pink Poodle – Cherry is brought to all free and nominally priced events to the 
delight of all guests, especially children.  Paul and Alice Williams are Cherry’s owner and for 
the past 25 years they have dyed their standard poodles pink in honor of the Festival.  Cherry 
is their third dog to take on the role of “community pink poodle” during March.  The first pink 
poodle was Lacie, and then Blossom took the role. Paul and Alice Williams continue the 
tradition each year as they love watching children when they first see the pink poodle.

• Petals – Petals is the International Cherry Blossom Festival mascot, and she is a giant pink 
poodle. Petals attends all free and nominally priced events to the delight of all.  Like Cherry, 
Petals brings smiles and joy to all that see, hug, and takes pictures with her.



Community Outreach Program 
__________________________________

All About Animals is a non-profit 501(c) organization dedicated to rescuing homeless and 
unwanted animals. The no-kill dog and cat rescue and placement organization based in Macon, 
Georgia, is adjacent to CCP. Their goal is to eliminate euthanasia by spaying or neutering all 
animals. All About Animals is an independent organization and depends solely on adoption fees, 
fundraisers, and donations to operate. They try their best to match pets with the needs, wants, 
personalities, and lifestyles of potential adopters to ensure a healthy, happy and permanent 
home. 

The Festival team chose All About Animals as the benefitting organization, because they are 
located adjacent to CCP, and during the Festival, the animals are disrupted by the noise and foot 
traffic by the shelter.

The Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) hosted $2 Tuesday benefitting All About Animals, a 
local animal shelter adjacent to CCP that is dependent on fundraisers and donations. Guests 
received $2 admission, a discount of $3, when they donated  a minimum of two items at the 
admission gates to All About Animals. Items needed by All About Animals included, but were not 
limited to the following items needed to best care for their furry friends:
• Puppy pads
• Canned puppy food
• Bones
• Treats
• Toys
• Cleaning supplies
• Trash bags
• Blankets
• Laundry detergent

In its second year, $2 Tuesday saw a significant increase in the donations collected at the gates 
and the number of guests who participated in the initiative to support All About Animals as 
compared to 2021
• 2022 Paid Attendance

o Paid Attendance: 4,035 guests (6.4 percent decrease from 2021)
o $2 Tuesday Attendance: 311 guests (30.4 percent increase over 2021)
o Donated items based two item minimum: 622 items

• 2021 Paid Attendance
o Paid Attendance: 4,301 guests
o $2 Tuesday Attendance: 229 guests
o donated items based on two item minimum: 458 items

As shown, in its second year, $2 Tuesday was highly successful in increasing donations and support 
for All About Animals.



Community Outreach Marketing and Image 
__________________________________



Health & Safety Plan 
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival followed CDC guidelines, Macon-Bibb Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA) recommendations, and Georgia state law in 2022.

All but one event Festival produced programs were located outside; the one indoor event was the 
Cherry Blossom Ball.  For the Cherry Blossom Ball, tables were set to allow maximum space for 
guests, and table size was increased. Masks, while not mandatory, were encouraged for all guests.

All outdoor events encouraged social distancing and masks, but like the Cherry Ball, masks were 
not mandatory.  However, all outdoor events had increased janitorial services, tables for social 
distancing, portable restrooms, handwashing stations, and hand sanitizing stations.  

For events selling food, concessionaires were required to have hand sanitizer for guests and offer 
single-use, pre-wrapped cutlery only.  

In 2021, the Festival received a grant to purchase the Clorox Total 360 Electrostatic Sprayer, which 
eliminates dangerous pathogens. According to the CloroxPro website, “Electrostatic technology 
works by charging liquid droplets as they pass through a sprayer nozzle. The resulting charged 
droplets actively seek out surfaces and get attached to them. Electrostatic sprayers are 
engineered to treat high-touch areas more quickly and efficiently with the convenience of 
touchless coverage.” The Clorox 360  was used at CCP, because it is the most high-touch 
program in the Festival lineup. 

EMA, Health Department and other organizations monitored COVID-19 cases during the 2021 and 
2022 Festival, and there were no cases linked backed to the Festival and there was not a spike in 
cases in Macon and Middle Georgia during or immediately following the Festival.



Emergency Preparedness Plan 
__________________________________

Each year, an exhaustive emergency action plan for The Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) is 
updated and reviewed with key stakeholders as CCP hosts by far the most guests of any program 
in the Festival lineup.  In 2022, 64,405 guests attended CCP; attendance would have been higher, 
but, unfortunately, CCP had two rainout dates—Friday, March 18, and Wednesday, March 23.

The emergency action plan is designed to prepare all stakeholders on how to ensure a safe 
environment for everyone onsite, and how to respond if there is an incident or emergency.  The 
Festival works closely with the following agencies and organizations to create an intensive and 
well thought out emergency action plan:
• Bibb County Sheriff's Office 
• Macon-Bibb Fire Department 
• Macon-Bibb Emergency Management Agency
• Southeast Ambulance
• Macon Water Authority
• Georgia Power
• Metro Power  
• Macon-Bibb Solid Waste
• Macon-Bibb Parks and Recreation
• Macon-Bibb Parks and Beautification

The Festival provided each onsite group and team printouts of the emergency action plan and 
ensured the teams felt comfortable with implementation.  The Festival worked with EMA to secure 
a Stop the Bleed Trailer and distributed the Stop the Bleed backpacks throughout CCP.  All onsite 
teams and emergency response teams knew the locations of the backpacks, each containing 
five Stop the Bleed kits.  The locations were shown through walk throughs and the sites were listed 
in the emergency action plan.  

New to 2022 was the clear bag policy at CCP), which was important to implement due to industry 
standards and the number of guests onsite.
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The emergency action plan outlined how to handle the following:
• Health and Safety pertaining to COVID-19
• Weather

o Before the event
o During the event
o Lighting and thunder
o Wind advisory
o Tornado/severe thunderstorm
o Heavy rain, flash flood and flood warning\rain

• Evacuation
• Shelter
• Fire
• Medical Emergencies

o Minor 
o Major medical caused by violence
o Major medical caused by non-violent emergencies ex: Stroke
o Death

• Law Enforcement
o Vandalism
o Suspicious package
o Potential bomb/bomb threat
o Sexual assault and sexual violence
o Active shooter and mass violence
o Riots and protests
o Children who cannot find his/her/their guardian(s)
o Missing person
o Disgruntled patron and/or threats to public safety

• Weapons policy
• Vehicles

o Golf cart accident
o Vehicle Disaster
o Vehicle violence

• Air contamination, hazardous material incident, chemical fire, etc.
• Power/utility failure

Fortunately, there have been no major incidents.



Preview Party at Carolyn Crayton Park
__________________________________

Throughout the year and during the Festival, the International Cherry Blossom Festival team works 
closely with all government agencies, city services, media partners, volunteers, board members 
and sponsors to ensure a beautiful, successful and safe 10-day Festival.

One of the most anticipated International Cherry Blossom Festival events is the Festival at Carolyn 
Crayton Park (CCP), which hosts rides, concessions, shows and attractions, community stage, and 
nightly headliners.  As a thank you to all involved in supporting the Festival and to show 
appreciation for everyone’s incredible help, the International Cherry Blossom Festival held a 
Preview Party at CCP to allow community and city supporters, sponsors, key stakeholders, and their 
families to enjoy CCP. In 2022, over 1,700 guests enjoyed the Preview Party at CCP.  The Preview 
Party was free by invitation only the night before opening to the public. Invited were the following:
• 2,174 city employees and elected officials
• 26 board members
• 34 Chairman Club members
• 40+ sponsors and media partners 
• 24 State Representatives
• 11 City Commissioners
• 35 board members and staff of Keep Macon Bibb Beautiful

On Thursday, March 17, 2022, from 5-8 p.m., the gates CCP were opened to invitees and their 
families with free admission, free rides, a first look at each of the six shows and attractions, which 
included Mighty Mike, Mike Fuller: The Magician, Pirates of the Colombian Caribbean, Big Bee: The 
Transforming Car, Jurassic Kingdom, and The Human Cannonball. Concessions and games could 
be enjoyed at a fee.



Preview Party at Carolyn Crayton Park
__________________________________



Royalty Program
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival’s royal court are ambassadors of the Festival throughout 
the year, especially during the 10-day Festival.  The royal court is comprised of a Queen , Princess, 
Legacy Queen, Little Mr., and Little Miss. In 2022, the following ambassadors represented the 
Festival:
• Queen Logan Smith
• Princess Remie Heide
• Legacy Queen Yvonne Gabriel
• Little Mr. Andy Parkhurst
• Little Miss Olivia Grigley

The Little Mr. and Little Miss pageant was open for children ages 5-7.  With 54 contestants, the 
pageant took place in February, just in time to crown a Little Mr. and Little Miss for the 40th
International Cherry Blossom Festival. The 2022 Little Mr. and Miss attended many events as Festival 
representatives including the Cherry Blossom Parade, Bed Race, Weiner Dog Race, and Opening 
Ceremony.

The Cherry Blossom Queen, Princess and Legacy Queen all have a similar format for how a 
candidate is selected to serve as an ambassador of the Festival.  Contestants were required to fill 
out an application, complete an essay on the Festival and community involvement (Queen and 
Princess) or platform statement (Legacy Queen), submit three letters of recommendation, and 
participate in an interview.  The Cherry Blossom Queen and Princess candidates are required to 
submit their GPA, which must be a 3.0 or higher.  The Cherry Blossom Queen must be enrolled as a 
high school senior.  The Princess must be enrolled in the 8th or 9th grade, and the Legacy Queen is 
open for candidates 55 and older.

Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia, sponsors the Cherry Blossom Queen program. Wesleyan 
College, founded in 1836, is the first college in the world chartered to grant degrees to women, 
and it is listed on the National Registry of Historical Places. Wesleyan College offers an amazing 
scholarship to the crowned Cherry Blossom Queen.  The scholarship is for $16,000 per year to 
attend Wesleyan College.  Stipulations and rules of the scholarship include: 
• The $16,000 scholarship is for each year up to four years 
• Winners must meet admission requirements
• Scholarship can only be used to attend Wesleyan College 
• Scholarship cannot be stacked with any other Wesleyan scholarship(s).
• Scholarship is not paid to the recipient, it is transferred directly to the college and has no cash 

value 

The scholarship is only for the Cherry Blossom Queen, but the Queen, Princess, and Legacy Queen 
all received:
• The opportunity to represent the International Cherry Blossom Festival at events throughout 

the year
• Tickets to all events during the International Cherry Blossom Festival to act as a representative
• A VIP experience for the 10 days of the Festival 
• Donated pink outfits from Festival sponsors to wear to Festival events

While the 2022 Cherry Blossom Queen did not select to attend Wesleyan College, the 2021 Cherry 
Blossom Queen chose to attend Wesleyan College, and she is receiving a $16,000 per year 
scholarship. 
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Blossoms at the Big House
__________________________________

Blossoms at the Big House was catered dinner for 216 guests that took place at The Allman Brothers 
Band Museum at The Big House.  Guests were entertained by members of End of the Line: A Tribute 
to the Allman Brothers, imbibed thanks to Festival partner Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen r, 
enjoyed dinner by The Perfect Pear, and were wowed with decor and floral arrangements by 
Canaan Marshall Designs. The event started at 6pm with a cocktail hour, and from 7-9pm, guests 
enjoyed dinner, a formal presentation, and music.

Blossoms at the Big House was a one-of-kind dining experience at a staple location in Macon that 
paid tribute to Macon’s musical history.  The Allman Brothers and their Big House, now a museum, 
have greatly impacted Macon and its history. “In 1969 a revolution was launched from the streets 
of Macon, consisting of guitars, bass, keyboards, drums, and a uniquely spirited brotherhood. The 
revolutionaries of record were the Allman Brothers Band, who, as the founders of what became 
known as Southern rock, changed the course of popular American music and turned Macon into 
the recording hot bed of the 1970s. From 1969 to 1979, the Allmans called Macon home, and their 
contributions and exploits have become a legendary part of the town’s history,” as stated on 
thebighousemuseum.com.

To pay homage to the Allman Brothers and the event being held at the Big House Museum, guests 
were treated to music by End of the Line: A Tribute to the Allman Brothers.  The band performed 
many tracks off of the album “Eat A Peach,” which was celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

Another tie into the Big House Museum is The Perfect Pear, the catering company for Blossoms at
the Big House.  The Perfect Pear is owned and operated by Megan Brent, and her husband is the
executive director of The Big House Museum.  

The Allman Brothers theme was continued by Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen. The Festival 
partnered with Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen to provide alcoholic beverages during the 
event. From wine, cocktails, and beer, guests enjoyed imbibing during the cocktail hour and 
dinner.  One of the beers served was Piedmont Brewery and Kitchens very own Midnight Rider, 
which is named after the Allman Brothers’ song released in 1970.  “Midnight Rider” has been 
covered by musical legends including Willie Nelson, Hank Williams Jr, and Blackberry Smoke.

The dinner was held outside The Big House Museum in the garden, and guests were given 
complimentary access to the museum for tours and self-paced viewing, a value of $20., during the 
event. 



Blossoms at the Big House
__________________________________



Cherry Blossom Ball Honoring Japan for the 40th Festival
__________________________________

The Cherry Blossom Ball is held every year offering guests live music, a catered dinner, dancing, 
and an awards presentation honoring organizations and individuals who have greatly impacted 
and supported the Festival. For the 40th Festival, Japan was honored as well as founding sponsor, 
YYK, a Japanese company. The YKK (U.S.A.) Inc. has its national manufacturing center in Macon, 
Georgia.  YKK (U.S.A.) Inc. is part of the YKK Group, which is a Japanese company founded in 
1934, and today, it is known as the world's largest zipper manufacturing company. 

YKK is one of the three original sponsors to support the International Cherry Blossom Festival when 
Carolyn Crayton founded the Festival 40 years ago.  Over the last 40 years, YKK has hugely 
supported the Festival not just through yearly sponsorships, but also through major gifts.

The YKK plant in Macon opened in October of 1974, and the first plant manager was Yoshinori 
Kitano, who ran the plant for close to 20 years. In the early 1990’s, Mr. Kitano was preparing to 
leave Macon to return to Japan.  Before departing, he announced he was leaving gifts to two 
organizations in Georgia.  The announcement was made at his going away dinner held at the 
Macon City Auditorium.  Mr. Kitano gifted a peace garden to President Jimmy Carter, which was 
to be built at the Carter Center in Atlanta, and he gifted Festival founder, Carolyn Crayton, a 
permanent home for the International Cherry Blossom Festival and Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful 
organizations.  The beautiful building YKK built for the Festival’s headquarters is lovingly referred to 
as the Pink House.  In 2017, renovations were necessary for the Pink House, and YKK again assisted 
with the gifts required to keep the office operating properly by supplying all the windows for the 
three-story building.  

YKK also supports the Festival year-after-year through sponsorships.  In 2022, YKK supported the 
Festival as a Platinum level sponsor, meaning YKK provided $15,000 or more in monetary, in-kind, 
and/or trade donations to the Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP), specifically to the nightly 
headliner program.  CCP is open the entire 10 days of the Festival, and each night, a headliner is 
booked ranging from national to popular local acts.  In 2022, we increased the number of national 
headliners we booked from one in 2021 to three in 2022, which included walker Hayes, Arrested 
Development and Niko Moon.

It was important to honor Japan and YKK for their 40 years of partnership and support.  Kurobe, 
Japan, is a sister city of Macon, Georgia, and each year, Kurobe sends lanterns and/or tulips for 
the beautification of Macon during the International Cherry Blossom Festival.  

Japan and YKK were recognized and honored in the following ways at the Cherry Blossom Ball:
• Matsuriza Taiko Drummers kicked off the evening with a drumming performance. Matsuriza 

means “Festival of Drumming,” and Matsuriza demonstrates the traditional art of Japanese 
drumming known as “Taiko.” The group’s dynamic style emphasizes speed, fluidity and power 
which combined with their choreographed movements, creates a performance rich in sight 
and sound. 

• The Consul General of Japan and Deputy Consul General of Japan attended and spoke at 
the Cherry Blossom Ball.  They also attended and were honored at the Opening Ceremony 
and rode in the Cherry Blossom Parade.

• YKK received the Yoshino Award.  The Yoshino Award is presented each year to a business 
that shows superior commitment and dedication to the Festival. The President of YKK 
Corporation of America, accepted the award on YKK’s behalf.



Cherry Blossom Ball Honoring Japan for the 40th Festival
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“Cherry Blossom Party Time”
__________________________________

The International Cherry Blossom Festival, in collaboration with Macon Pops, the Otis Redding 
Foundation, Otis Redding Center for Creative Arts, Mercer Music at Capricorn, McDuffie Center for 
Strings, and Larry Najera Designs proudly created the song “Cherry Blossom Party Time.” “Cherry 
Blossom Party Time” is an original song written, mixed and co-produced specifically for the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival. The creation of the song was a community collaboration with 
musicians , organizations, videographers, editors and recording studios in Macon, Georgia. To view 
the music video, please visit https://youtu.be/qBCibpQYwXc.

CREDITS:
"Cherry Blossom Party Time"
Lyrics and Music by Matt Catingub
©2020 Bugnitac Music / ASCAP
• Recorded & Produced by Matt Catingub & Steve Moretti
• Mixed by Matt Catingub
• Mastered by Glenn Schick Mastering
• Charles Davis - Lead Vocals
• Matt Catingub - Lead & Background Vocals, Keyboards
• Jessica Wornum - Rap Vocals
• Otis Redding DREAM Team - Background Vocals
• Andrew Synowiec - Rhythm & Solo Guitar
• Kevin Axt - Bass
• Steve Moretti - Drums
• Amy Schwartz Moretti - Violin
• Video Edited & Produced by GoRound Media
• Larry Najera, Jr. - Editor, Broadcast Designer, Videographer
• Tristan Watson - Videographer
• Macon Pops
• The Otis Redding Foundation
• Otis Redding Center for Creative Arts
• Mercer Music at Capricorn
• McDuffie Center for Strings
• Najera Design
• GoRound Media

https://youtu.be/qBCibpQYwXc


Cherry Blossom Parade Grand Marshal Program
__________________________________

The Cherry Blossom Parade is a free, family event that bring together Macon and Middle-Georgia 
to celebrate area’s diverse community. Taking place in Historic Downtown Macon, the Cherry 
Blossom Parade entertains thousands of guests who cheer on locally designed and decorated 
floats, military units, marching bands, visiting royalty, Grand Marshals, and many more.

In 2022, 101 different groups and organizations participated in the Cherry Blossom Parade 
including, but not limited to the following::
• Sponsors - Ex. Geico
• Visiting dignitaries and royalty - Ex. Fiesta San Antonio
• Local officials - Ex. Mayor Lester Miller of Macon, GA
• Featured nation - Ex. Consul General of Japan
• Marching bands - Ex. Fort Valley State University Blue Machine Marching Band
• Dance groups – Heard Elementary Dance Team
• Military - Ex. Warner Robins Air Force Base Honor Guard
• Civic organizations - Ex. Citizens on Patrol
• Grand Marshals - Dr. Vernard L. Hodges and Dr. Terrence Ferguson of National Geographic’s 

TV show Critter Fixers: Country Vets *Critter Fixers Veterinary Hospital is located in Fort Valley in 
Middle Georgia.

The Cherry Blossom Parade creates a memorable experience for guests through the Parade 
Marshal Program. The 2022 Parade Grand Marshals were Dr. Vernard L. Hodges and Dr. Terrence 
Ferguson of National Geographic Wild’s TV show Critter Fixers: Country Vets, which is available for 
viewing on NatGeo Wild and Disney+.  Dr. Hodges and Dr. Ferguson own and operate Critter Fixer 
Veterinary Hospital in Bonaire, which is located 24 miles outside of Macon in Middle Georgia, and 
both doctors were raised in a 60-mile radius of Macon.  

Dr. Vernard Hodges is a proud graduate of Fort Valley State University and Tuskegee University 
College of Veterinary Medicine. He is a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, and he 
enjoys spending time with his four dogs and watching sports with his son. Dr. Hodges began a real 
estate company, which has grown to a multi-million-dollar business comprised of several 
apartment complexes and commercial properties. He started a blog that ultimately led to writing 
his bestselling book: “Bet on Yourself: From Zero to Millions.” In addition to his businesses, Dr. Hodges 
founded “It Takes A Village” Charity Foundation in 2011.

Dr. Terrence Ferguson attended Fort Valley State University on a football scholarship and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Veterinary Science. After graduation, Dr. Ferguson 
attended Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine. In addition to his work as 
veterinarian, Dr. Ferguson is one of the founders of the Peach County Youth Association, which 
focuses on academics and athletics for Peach County students. He also runs Football Skill 
Development, a training and mentoring program that services students from all surrounding areas. 

Dr. Hodges and Dr. Ferguson started Critter Fixer Veterinary Hospital in 1999. Today, the hospitals 
see over 20,000 patients each year. 

The International Cherry Blossom Festival hosted Dr. Hodges and Dr. Ferguson as VIP guests the first 
weekend of the Festival.  The International Cherry Blossom Festival will be featured in the fourth 
season of Critter Fixers: Country Vets as NatGeo Wild joined Dr. Hodges, Dr. Ferguson, and the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival for the weekend.



Cherry Blossom Parade Grand Marshal Program Images
__________________________________

Broadcast video of the Cherry Blossom Parade.  Media Partner: 41 NBC (WMGT)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24aMKrLH40Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24aMKrLH40Y


What did you do to update / change the event from the year before? 
Were your updates / changes successful? 

__________________________________

Every year, the Festival is asked about its dog policies at Festival events and programs.  Due to the 
number of guests at the Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP) pets are not allowed, but service 
animals are allowed.  To include guests wanting to enjoy Festival events with their furry friends, the 
Festival created the Dog Days of Downtown.  Events creating the Dog Days of Downtown were 
the Weiner Dog Race, Ultimate Air Dogs Dock Diving Competition (new event), and Pinkest Puppy 
Party (sanctioned event).

The Weiner Dog Race took place on Saturday, March 19, on Cherry Street. The event has become 
a staple in the Festival’s lineup as owners, dogs, and guests all have a great time. Thirty-nine 
dachshund dogs raced down Cherry Street in heats of 5-6 dogs.  The winner of each heat then 
competed  for the title of “Fastest Wiener Dog in Middle Georgia.” In 2022, the event included a 
wheelie dog heat.

Ultimate Air Dogs Dock Dive Diving Competition took place on March 19 and 20.  The competition 
hosted qualifying rounds for the next level of competition.  The event also allowed dogs not 
competing just to dive for fun with a day fee.  There also cooking demonstrations by Smokin’ Joe 
Lasher Ingles Mobile Kitchen; Ingles was a sponsor of the event.

Barks N Brews, a new dog park in Downtown Macon, hosted the Pinkest Puppy Party. Guests were 
encouraged to bring their dogs  dressed to impress for a costume contests. Categories included 
prettiest in pink, owner/pet lookalike, and most creative costume. The event featured pink beer, a 
pink runway, a pink fountain, and a market selling dog-friendly treats and items.  Thirty-two dogs 
participated in the costume contests at the Pinkest Puppy Party.

The Dog Days of Downtown was hugely received to the point of guests calling, messaging and 
emailing the Festival team with thanks and gratitude for being able to share the Festival with their 
pets.



Dog Days of Downtown Images
__________________________________



What adaptations and modifications did you make to this Festival/ Event due 
to the Pandemic? 

__________________________________

In 2020, the International Cherry Blossom Festival cancelled the Festival 10 days before opening.  In 
response to the cancellation, the Festival, Visit Macon, NewTown Macon, and community partners 
quickly collaborated to present a virtual Festival. 

Virtual guests were encouraged to shop local; this was before lockdown was implemented. Below 
is a sample of local businesses that participated in the Virtual Cherry Blossom Experience:
• La Bella Morelia – Guests snacked on pink chips and sipped on pink horchatas
• The Otis Redding Foundation – Visitors could purchase pink Otis Redding merchandise 

Virtual guests were also made aware of how Macon was still showing support for the cancelled 
Festival due to health and safety concerns.  Some of the ways included, but were not limited to:
• Live Cherry Blossom Bloom CAM
• Canopy on Third Street dazzling with pink lights

In 2021 in response to COVID-19, the International Cherry Blossom Festival implemented many 
health and safety protocols for all events with very strict policies and protocols for the Festival at 
Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP), which included, but were not limited to the following: 
• Face masks were required for all guests, vendors, staff, etc. Masks could be removed only 

while eating or drinking.
• Mandatory temperature checks. 
• Each concession setup was required to have hand sanitizer and pre-wrapped, single-use 

cutlery.
• Janitorial service was increased with the use of the Clorox Total 360 Electrostatic Sprayer. 
• Increased portable restrooms, hand washing stations, and hand sanitizing stations.
• Pods setup in front of the stage for guests to enjoy local, regional, and national acts.
• Social distancing signs and markers on the ground.
• Amusement rides were disinfected with KOC-86, which is administered with a fogging device 

and will protect for up to 4 days.

In 2021, the International Cherry Blossom Festival only held outdoor events and did not sanction 
indoor events.  Traditionally indoor events like the Cherry Blossom Ball were moved outside for 
guest safety, and masks were encouraged at all events, but only required at CCP due to the 
number of guests.  High density events like the Cherry Blossom Parade, Weiner Dog Race, and Bed 
Race were virtual only, and guests could watch on social media and media partners websites. All 
events had increased seating and tables, increased janitorial service, pods at events with a stage, 
etc.

In 2022, The International Cherry Blossom Festival followed CDC guidelines, Macon-Bibb 
Emergency Management Agency (EMA) recommendations, and Georgia state law.  All but one 
event of the in-house produced programs was inside, and that was the Cherry Blossom Ball.  At the 
2022 Cherry Blossom Ball, tables were set to allow maximum space for guests and masks while not 
mandatory were encouraged.  All outdoor events encouraged social distancing and masks, but 
like the Cherry Ball, it was not mandatory.  However, all events had increased janitorial services, 
restrooms, handwashing stations, and hand sanitizing stations.  The Clorox 360 was once again 
used at CCP.  

EMA, Health Department, and other organizations monitored COVID-19 cases during the 2021 and 
2022 Festival. There were no cases linked backed to the Festival and there was not a spike in cases 
in Macon and Middle Georgia during or immediately following the Festival.



What makes the event stand out as an internationally recognized event? 
__________________________________

Macon, Georgia's International Cherry Blossom Festival celebrated its 40th Festival and the beauty 
of the Japanese Yoshino Cherry Trees in the community. Since the 1980’s, the Festival’s 
relationship with Japan has grown the same way the Festival has grown-- stronger and stronger. In 
fact, the Festival’s Founder, Carolyn Crayton, was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and 
Silver Rays from the Japanese Foreign Ministry. Carolyn Crayton is one of only 15 women who has 
ever won this award since its inception in 1875.

Each year, Macon’s Japanese sister city, Kurobe, generously sends the Festival lanterns and/or 
tulips to be placed or planted around the Festival’s event sites and in Downtown Macon. In 2022, 
Kurobe sent the International Cherry Blossom Festival 500 hanging lanterns, and Macon-Bibb 
County Parks and Beautification hung the lanterns in Yoshino cherry trees in Downtown Macon on 
Cherry Street and Third Street where a majority of the Festival’s Downtown Macon events take 
place.

As a thank you to Japan for their continued support of the Festival and city of Macon, the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival hosts an annual Lantern Lighting before the Cherry Blossom 
Parade. Honored guests and the public are invited to join and light the decorative cement lantern 
given to the Festival by the city of Kurobe. The Lantern Lighting symbolizes peace and friendship 
between and Macon and Japan.

While showcasing the Yoshino Cherry Trees and friendship with Japan is paramount, the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival’s main goal is to create a family-friendly Festival that is 
accessible and inclusive for all demographics and socioeconomics in the community and for out-
of-town guests. Part of the Festival’s mission is to offer at least 80 percent of Festival programmed 
events with free admission or a nominal cover with children 10 and under entering for free. It is 
vitally important to offer events that the entire community can participate in and enjoy. This year, 
80 percent of the International Cherry Blossom Festival programs (consisting of one-day and multi-
day programs). Below is the breakdown of admissions to the 2022 Festival events. *Represent multi-
day programs.

Free Admission
• Weiner Dog Race
• Bed Race  
• Cherry Blossom Parade 

$5 Admission; Children 10 and Under Free
• Tunes and Balloons 

$10 Admission; Children 10 and Under
• *Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (Fridays and Saturdays)

Ticketed Events
• Cherry Blossom Ball Honoring Japan ($100/seat)
• Blossoms at the Big House ($75/seat)

As shown above, only two events that have a substantial admittance fee are the Cherry Blossom 
Ball and Blossoms at the Big House, both of which are programmed for adults. All other events are 
programmed as family-friendly with elements specifically for children. Because of this, the 
International Cherry Blossom Festival believes all families and children should have the opportunity 
to participate in Festival events at little or no cost.

• *Ultimate Air Dogs Dock Diving Competition 
• *Third Street Park 
• *Food Truck Frenzy 

• *Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (Weekdays and Sundays)



Why should the event win the IFEA/Haas & Wilkerson Grand Pinnacle Award?
__________________________________

Since 1982, Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival has promoted "Love, Beauty, 
and International Friendship.” The Festival purposefully produces events that unite the community, 
celebrate the diversity and beauty of Macon, provide free and memorable events for families to 
attend, and honor our international friendships. The Festival creates spaces where residents and 
visitors come together and share laughs, smiles, memories and community pride.

The International Cherry Blossom Festival has been a staple in Macon for 40 years. Many guests 
have grown up attending the Festival. Now parents who attended the Festival as children are now 
bringing their own children to Festival events, and grandparents are taking their grandchildren to 
family-favorites.

As many guests are returning year-after-year it is important to introduce new events and new 
elements to tried and true community favorites. This year, the International Cherry Blossom added 
a new event to its lineup—Ultimate Air Dogs Dock Diving. In addition, the Festival updated fan-
favorites. Updates to cornerstone events include but are not limited to Pure Barre popup at the 
Festival at Carolyn Crayton Park (CCP), adding a wheelie dog heat the Weiner Dog Race, TV stars 
and local veterinarians Dr. Hodges and Dr. Ferguson as Parade Grand Marshals, Macon Pops 
performed the entire Michael Jackson Thriller album, and an all-new entertainment lineup at CCP. 
The new event and updated elements offered a new perspective on the beloved Festival.

The Festival brings a bit of magic to Macon-- a city dressed and decorated in pink, music coming 
from every direction, petals blowing in the wind, a community dining together. For 10 days, 
Macon and Middle Georgia residents gathered together, stood side-by-side, and collectively 
showcased pride in their community. 

“In the cherry blossom’s shade
there’s no such thing

as a stranger.”
-Kobayashi Issa, Japanese Haiku Poet

Image circa 1982 in Third Street Park.


