
NOVEMBER 8–17, 2019 
SCOTTSDALE WATERFRONT



GENERAL INFORMATION
Experience 10 days of wonder at the Scottsdale Waterfront during this free, 
annual confluence of water + art + light, with a focus on sharing the story—
through diverse perspectives—of the impact of water. 

The theme for Canal Convergence this year is “The Story of Water.” This 
includes a recognition of the ancestral Sonoran Desert people, who created 
the extensive canal systems during the Hohokam classic period, as well as 
modern Native artists, whose work reflects that early culture. Other artists 
from around the world have responded to the theme to creatively offer their 
own water stories.

Canal Convergence is a proud to participate in

Free Admission

Hours*
4 p.m. – 10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, November 8–9 and 15–16 
4 p.m. – 8 p.m. Sundays through Thursday, November 10–14

Plan Your Visit
Location of Canal Convergence: Approximately 7025 E. Via Soleri Drive, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

Canal Convergence is held at the Scottsdale Waterfront, between Goldwater 
Boulevard and Scottsdale Road in Scottsdale. It is just south of Camelback 
Road and the Scottsdale Fashion Square mall and north of Indian School Road 
and Old Town Scottsdale. We encourage you to support our sustainability efforts 
through rideshares, public transportation, and cycling. 

For a map and more information about sustainable transportation options,  
visit CanalConvergence.com.

Parking
If you do choose to drive your own vehicle to Canal Convergence, there are 
many free parking lots and garages located near the Scottsdale Waterfront. 
Please note that some areas have posted time limits. Visit our website for a 
map of nearby parking.

Contact us
CanalConvergence.com 
480-874-4645

 @CanalConvergence   @SDLPubArt   @SDLPubArt

#CanalConvergence
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Dear Friends,

Nine years ago, Canal Convergence began as 
a means for Scottsdale Public Art to help Salt 
River Project beautify the Arizona Canal, which 
was going to be drained for long-overdue 
cleaning. Local artist Fausto Fernandez 
was commissioned to create a large-scale 
public art piece that was on view while 
maintenance was conducted. That single-day 
event drew crowds and eventually evolved 
into an annual, 10-day, free celebration along 
the Scottsdale Waterfront, complete with 
large-scale, light-based art installations; live 
music; dance performances; and educational 
opportunities for all ages. 

Because Canal Convergence is located directly on the Arizona Canal, we 
thought it prudent to focus on water’s historic, social, and economic impact 
in Arizona, calling this November’s event “The Story of Water.” Many of the 
artworks on view have been inspired by or are connected to water. We are 
excited to announce that Squidsoup—whose popular light and data-based 
art installation Ocean of Light brought record-breaking crowds to Scottsdale 
Museum of Contemporary Art (SMoCA) two years ago—is returning, this time 
to Canal Convergence with an immersive audio-visual experience, Standing 
Wave. There will also be a second Squidsoup installation, Murmuration, 
on view at SMoCA.

Much of this year’s programming focuses on Arizona’s water conservation 
efforts, water sustainability, and honoring the legacy of the ancestral Sonoran 
Desert people and the canals they created. We are excited to partner with 
Scottsdale Water for the One Water Brewing Showcase to celebrate Scottsdale 
as the first city in Arizona permitted to use recycled water for potable use.

Two public art projects, A Deeper Map and Su:dagi Haicu A:ga (Water’s Story), 
feature stories of the ancient waterways. Both projects are recipients of the 
Arizona Community Foundation’s Water Public Art Challenge grant, selected 
as a result of their storytelling aspects and education opportunities afforded 
by public art while emphasizing the historical significance of the ancestral 
Sonoran Desert people’s contributions to our present-day existence.

At Canal Convergence, there will be many inspiring opportunities for you to 
learn, enjoy, and experience. Let’s use art to celebrate our connection to water. 

We hope to see you there.

Kim Boganey 
Director of Scottsdale Public Art, Scottsdale Arts
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Standing Wave
On display through January 5 

Standing Wave uses approximately 600 interconnected orbs of light and sound 
to create an immersive audio-visual experience, simulating a wave over the 
controlled urban waters of the Arizona Canal.

Murmuration 
On display through April 30 at Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art 

Murmuration uses a networked data system to connect hundreds of lights 
and audio sources, creating a responsive data swarm that swirls around the 
Museum like its namesake—a term for a flock of starlings in flight. 

Canal Convergence and Scottsdale Museum of  
Contemporary Art (SMoCA) present an expanded  
installation by Squidsoup (London, UK) in two locations:

FEATURED ARTIST

Rendering: Squidsoup

Rendering: Squidsoup
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Water Serpent 
by Walter Productions (Scottsdale, Arizona)
Water Serpent is a nearly 200-foot-long, floating sculpture that shoots out fire 
along its metallic spine and spits sparks from its mouth. Like Floatus—Walter 
Productions’ installation from last year’s Canal Convergence—Water Serpent 
will produce nightly fire shows choreographed to music. 

Swarm
by toyStudio (London, UK)
Swarm mimics the flocking behavior found in schools of fish and flights of birds 
through the movement of light. Stretching across the Arizona Canal, a series 
of programmable LED tubes illuminate at night, dancing and flickering as they 
express this natural swarming behavior. 

Rendering: Walter Productions

Rendering: toyStudio
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Cumulus Connection 
by Miracle Wonderland Carnival Co. (New Orleans, Louisiana)
Cumulus Connection is a series of three swing sets suspended from glowing 
cloud structures, in which color and light are created as people engage with 
the artwork. While swinging, the white glow of the cloud is replaced by vibrant 
colors that become more saturated as the swing moves faster.

Digital Tintamarresque 
by Izobrulo Polylight (Moscow, Russia)
Digital Tintamarresque combines outfits of past centuries with modern 
technology for an Instagram-ready photo op. Visitors step up and pose for 
photos behind the artwork, which randomly generates one of three historical 
clothing types through colorful LEDs. 

Photo: Juan Zapata

Rendering: Izobrulo Polylight
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HeartHug 
by Izobrulo Polylight (Moscow, Russia)
HeartHug is a hug-encouraging installation that utilizes artificial intelligence to 
sense hugs. If one person stands below the light-based artwork, only half of 
HeartHug shines, but if two or more people hug beneath the installation, the 
entire heart illuminates. 

Light Orchestra
by ATOMIC3 and Ottomata in collaboration with  
Jean-Sébastien Côté (Montreal, Canada)
Light Orchestra is an interactive light and sound installation that lets visitors 
become conductors, moving their arms to direct a luminous symphony. From a 
podium, they will direct an orchestra of motorized projectors, creating moving 
lights that sweep across the sky musical sequences. 

Photo: Aram Boghosian

Rendering: ATOMIC3
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Permutate
by Nicole A Banowetz (Lakewood, Colorado)
Permutate is a series of three inflatable sculptures, inspired by freshwater 
algae living in the Arizona Canal. Lit from within, the sculptures respond to 
touch, changing colors when multiple viewers interact with them in unison and 
culminating in a light show from the medallion on Goldwater Bridge. 

Soleri, So Laser 
by Mike Gould (Jackson, Michigan)
Soleri, So Laser is a display of interactive, water-like, neo-Op art projected on 
the 64-foot pylons of Soleri Bridge through a form of kinetic laser light called 
“lumia.” The audience can direct the projections, which evoke a sense of light 
on water: ripples, bubbles, and a general flow reflect the aqueous surroundings.

Rendering: Nicole A Banowetz

Rendering: Mike Gould
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Waterlight Graffiti 
by Antonin Fourneau (Paris, France)
Waterlight Graffiti is an electrical canvas, where water becomes the medium 
to draw or write ephemeral messages of light. Visitors use paintbrushes, spray 
bottles, or even dampened fingers to add moisture to a wall of 32,000 LEDs, 
which are illuminated when they meet water.

Aquarius: The Water Bearer 
Scottsdale Arts Learning & Innovation is facilitating a collaborative project 
between artist Elana Novali, of the Arizona-based Cosanti Foundation, and 
teens from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale to create a sculptural 
installation that will be on display throughout Canal Convergence.

COMMUNITY PROJECT 

Photo: Adrien Frappat

Photo: Betty Hum Photography
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Su:dagi Haicu A:ga (Water’s Story)
by Thomas Breeze Marcus (Phoenix, Arizona)
Su:Dagi Haicu Aga (Water’s Story) is a four-panel mural timeline depicting 
aspects of the indigenous Sonoran Desert culture, including a creation story 
and the traditional harvest along historical waterways. It also includes acid-
etched seashell art, created using traditional O’odham methods. 

A Deeper Map
by Richard Laugharn (Phoenix, Arizona)
A Deeper Map is a public art project and mobile app that reveals the size 
and scope of the ancient Hohokam irrigation systems through side-by-
side comparisons to maps of the modern Phoenix metro area. Laugharn, in 
partnership with Scottsdale Arts, was awarded a Water Public Art Challenge 
grant by the Arizona Community Foundation to create the app.

GRANT PROJECTS

Photo: Jennifer Gill

Rendering: Richard Laugharn
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Canal Convergence extends its footprint beyond the Scottsdale Waterfront to 
Old Town Scottsdale businesses on both sides of the Arizona Canal through the 
Local Light initiative from October 26 through December 31.

The initiative will place light-based installations in businesses south of the 
canal in Scottsdale’s Arts District and in Scottsdale Fashion Square Mall 
north of the canal. All of the artworks were created by local artists. Other 
participating businesses include Carlson Creek Vineyard Wine Tasting Room, 
Dewey Schade Properties, LDV Winery, and Scottsdale Public Art’s storefront 
space on 5th Avenue.

in 2019, Local Light has been made possible with the support of Scottsdale 
Fashion Square, Scottsdale Contemporary Month, and LDV Winery.

LOCAL LIGHT

Photo: Andrew Pielage
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Performances | Tours | Workshops | Artist Talks
Experience all that Canal Convergence has to offer with performances, tours, 
workshops, artist talks, and more. Visit CanalConvergence.com for a daily 
schedule of all our events.

Food & Drink
Soleri Plaza is the designated beer and wine garden for Canal Convergence, 
providing visitors a chance to enjoy a variety of beverages while watching 
live musical performances. Additionally, a rotating series of food trucks will be 
serving up tasty eats.

ACTIVITIES

Photo: Sean Deckert

Photo: Sean Deckert



CanalConvergence.com   |  11  

One Water Brewing Showcase 
During the first weekend of Canal Convergence—on November 8 and 9— the 
event will host the world’s first beer festival featuring only craft beers brewed 
with recycled water. Earlier this year, Scottsdale Water became the first water 
agency in Arizona permitted to treat recycled water for potable use. 

The One Water Brewing Showcase at Canal Convergence will spotlight 10 beers 
crafted by 11 Valley breweries. Each of the brews will be made from recycled 
water delivered directly from Scottsdale’s Advanced Water Treatment Plant. The 
One Water Brewing Showcase is free to attend and will feature five breweries 
each night. Guests will be able to purchase individual, full-size draft beers or 
sampler flights to taste all five. 

The showcase is part of Canal Convergence’s sustainability efforts as 
we promote resource conservation and pursue our goal of becoming a 
zero-waste event.

Participating Breweries

BREWING SHOWCASE 

Desert Monks Brewing Co. 
Fate Brewing Company 
Flying Basset Brewing  
Freak’N Brewing Company 
Dubina Brewing Co. 
Mother Bunch Brewing Company 

North Mountain Brewing 
O.H.S.O. Brewery + Distillery  
Uncle Bear’s Brewery 
Walter Station Brewery 
Wren House Brewing Co.

Breweries represent the following cities from across the Valley: Gilbert, Glendale, 
Mesa, Peoria, Paradise Valley, Phoenix, Queen Creek, Scottsdale, and Tempe.
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Sustainability at Canal Convergence  
Scottsdale Public Art is partnering with Scottsdale Solid Waste and local 
businesses to reduce the amount of waste at Canal Convergence each year. 
Our goal is to divert up to 95% of non-hazardous waste materials through 
recycling and composting efforts. 

Our success as a sustainable event requires strong relationships with our 
partners to boost the economic, social, and environmental significance of 
Scottsdale. The Canal Convergence team works to develop our event around 
eco-conscious efforts that reinforce our zero-waste goal.  

Sustainability is key to Canal Convergence. Learn more about our goals and 
action steps at CanalConvergence.com. 
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Support 
Canal Convergence would like to acknowledge and thank the following 
organizations and community members for their ongoing support.  

Title Sponsor: 

Presenting Sponsors:    

Partners:
Scottsdale Unified School District 
Experience Scottsdale 
Park Fifth Avenue, LLC 
Boys & Girls Clubs of  
 Greater Scottsdale  
Broadstone Waterfront 
Scottsdale Solid Waste Services 
Scottsdale Water

Cosanti Foundation 
MdDowell Sonoran Preserve 
Paradise Valley Unified School District 
Scottsdale Artists’ School 
Scottsdale Contemporary Month 
Scottsdazzle 
Southbridge Management 
Waterfront Properties 

Want to make Canal Convergence the most successful public art 
event in Arizona? Volunteer your time or become a ONE Member of 
Scottsdale Arts today!  
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Standing Wave by Squidsoup.  
Photo: Travis Cossel / Black Label Films


