
ADAM GIDWITZ   │ STAR WARS: SO YOU WANT 
TO BE A JEDI?  
Acclaimed, New York Times best-selling 
author Adam Gidwitz delivers a captivating re-
telling of Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back like 
you've never experienced before, infusing the 
iconic tale of good vs evil with a unique perspec-

tive and narrative style that speaks to today's young readers 
while enhancing the Star Wars experience for core fans of the 
saga.  
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ADAM GIDWITZ AND DAVID BOWLES │ THE 
CHUPACABRAS OF THE RÍO GRANDE 
Pura Belpré Honor-winning author David 
Bowles joins Newbery Honor-winning Adam 
Gidwitz as co-author of the newest Unicorn 
Rescue Society adventure, as the kids travel to 
the border to help the legendary chupacabras. 

 

An adventure begins for Elliot and Uchenna when Professor 
Fauna bursts into their classroom with a frightening report from 
the TX-MX border: something’s completely drained the blood 
from a cow’s body! The team must fly to Laredo, where tem-
pers are running high. 
  

Teaming up with local kids Lupita & Mateo - plus their brilliant 
mother, Dr. Alejandra Cervantes, and her curandero husband, 
Israel - can the Unicorn Rescue Society save the region’s ani-
mals & help bring a divided community together once more? 
And what is that spiny, bloodsucking, adorable little creature?  

ADAM GIDWITZ │ A TALE DARK & GRIMM 
Hansel and Gretel walk out of their own story 
and into 8 other classic Grimm fairy tales. An 
irreverent, witty narrator leads us through en-
counters with witches, warlocks, dragons, and 
the devil himself. As the siblings roam a forest 
brimming with menacing foes, they learn the 

true story behind the famous tales, as well as how to take 
charge of their destinies & create their own happily ever after. 
Because once upon a time, fairy tales were awesome. 

ADAM GIDWITZ │ THE INQUISITOR’S TALE 
1242. On a dark night, travelers from across 
France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell 
stories of three children. Their adventures take 
them on a chase through France: they are taken 
captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and save 
the land from a farting dragon. On the run to 

escape prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy 
texts from being burned, their quest drives them forward to a 
final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to 
question if these children can perform the miracles of saints.  
   

Join William, an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, 
a Jewish boy who has fled his burning village; and Jeanne, a 
peasant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are accom-
panied by Jeanne's loyal greyhound, Gwenforte . . . recently 
brought back from the dead. Told in multiple voices, in a style 
reminiscent of The Canterbury Tales, our narrator collects their 
stories and the saga of these three unlikely allies begins to 
come together.   



ANYA DAMIRÓN │ TUNTÚN 
En la selva hay un problema grande, ¡muuuy 
grande! Pero los animales tienen demasiado 
miedo para intentar descubrir quién es el ser 
misterioso que los aterroriza. Gracias a una va-
liente avispa, todo cambia. Una divertida histo-

ria que nos recuerda que las cosas no son como pensamos…  

CAROLYN DEE FLORES │ THE AMAZING WATER-
COLOR FISH / EL ASOMBROSO PEZ ACUARELA 
A lonely pet fish longs to know what exists in 
the world beyond her bowl. She imagines a gi-
ant tree, a wooly goat and a purple sea. She 

wonders if there could be someone out there who looks like 
her, so she leans close to the glass and hears fish-like cries! 
"Hello? Is someone there?" she hears. "Are you a bird? / Are 
you a bee? Or are you a fish with fins like me?" She realizes 
there's another fish close by and his name is Mike!  
 

When Mike asks what her world is like, the amazing watercolor 
fish has a great idea. Using watercolors, she paints a picture of a 
world with trees and swirling rainbows. Every day she paints 
more, "birds that swim, ships with wings, and books that do all 
sorts of things!" Then Mike uses his paint to illustrate more 
"than just the water and the door." 

CAROLYN DEE FLORES & LUPE RUIZ-FLORES │ 
THANKU: POEMS OF GRATITUDE 
This poetry anthology explores a wide range of 
ways to be grateful (from gratitude for a puppy 
to gratitude for family to gratitude for the sky) 
with poems by a diverse group of contributors. 

CLAUDIA VILLARREAL │ THE BULLY WHO 
LEARNED TO LOVE 
Some people look or act different. What about 
those who speak other languages or learn in a 
variety of other ways? The bully delights in 
taunting and putting others down, until a frown 

makes him rethink his ways. After he seeks the guidance of a 
teacher, the bully realizes fighting is not the answer and being 
rude is never okay.   

CYNTHIA LEONOR GARZA │ LUCÍA THE LU-
CHADORA 
Lucía zips through the playground in her cape 
just like the boys, but when they tell her "girls 
can't be superheroes,” suddenly she doesn't 
feel so mighty. When her beloved abuela re-

veals a dazzling secret: Lucía comes from a family 
of luchadoras, the bold and valiant women of the Mexican lu-
cha libre tradtion. Cloaked in a flashy new disguise, Lucía re-
turns as a recess sensation! But when she's confronted with a 
case of injustice, Lucía must decide if she can stay true to the 
ways of the luchadora and fight for what is right, even if it 
means breaking the sacred rule of never revealing the identity 
behind her mask.   

CYNTHIA LEONOR GARZA │ LUCÍA THE LU-
CHADORA & THE MILLION MASKS  
Lucía's little sister Gemma wants to be a lu-
chadora like her big sister, but is more bumble 
and splat than pizzazz and seems to find trou-
ble wherever she goes. When Gemma makes a 

ginormous hole in Lucía's special silver mask, Lucía is incredu-
lous and exasperated at how her little sister seems to get away 
with everything. But Lucía's grandmother, Abu, has an idea: a 
trip to the mercado to get Gemma her very own lucha libre 
mask. There are so many masks to choose from, and Lucía can't 
resist trying on masks and imagining all the new secret identi-
ties she could have if she had endless masks. When Lucía real-
izes she's misplaced her special silver mask, a frantic search 
ensues with Gemma's help. Lucía's big heart is on display again 
in her latest adventure, where she learns that some things, 
including trouble making little sisters, are one of a kind.  

CLAUDIA VILLARREAL │ THE ALPHABET THIEF 
WHO STOLE THE  VOWELS 
The Alphabet Thief hatches a plan to entice 
and capture all the vowels and whisk them 
away to a land far more enchanted. But what 
would happen in a world without vowels? 

Readers will be introduced and learn about the importance of 
vowels and fundamentals of reading.  

LIBBY MARTINEZ │ BRAVO CHICO CANTA! 
BRAVO!  
Chico Canta is a tiny, mischievous, fearless 
mouse who lives with his family in an old thea-
ter. They love to go upstairs to see the plays 
and echo the audience shouting, “Bravo, bra-
vo!” as the curtain falls. Mrs. Canta speaks 

many languages - not only English, Spanish, & Italian, but Spi-
der, Cricket, & Moth as well. She encourages her children to 
develop their own language skills. “Bilingual, bravo!” she’s al-
ways telling them. One evening, after a wonderful performance 
of The Three Little Pigs, the mouse family narrowly escapes 
Little Gato-Gato. But, undaunted and inspired by the produc-
tion, they decide to mount their own version of the play. On 
opening night, however, it is tiny Chico who is the star of the 
show when he spots Little Gato-Gato in the shadows and uses 
his special gift for languages to avert disaster.  



LIBBY MARTINEZ │ I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE 
Libby's great aunt, Lobo, is from Mexico, but 
the United States has been her home for many 
years, and she wants to become a U.S. citizen. 
At the end of the week, Lobo will say the Pledge 
of Allegiance at a special ceremony. Libby is 
also learning the Pledge this week, at school - at 

the end of the week, she will stand up in front of everyone and 
lead the class in the Pledge. Libby and Lobo practice together - 
asking questions and sharing stories & memories - until they 
both stand tall and proud, with their hands over their hearts.  

LUPE RUIZ FLORES │ LUPITA’S FIRST DANCE / 
EL PRIMER BAILE DE LUPITA 
Lupita’s excited about dancing La Raspa with 
her first grade class at a celebration. She's dev-
astated when right before the show her partner 

Ernesto sprained his right ankle. Now her family won't get to 
see her in her beautiful dress. Lupita sadly watches other danc-
ers from backstage. Suddenly, she finds herself on stage, in the 
spot she and Ernesto should have been. She dances the routine 
she knows so well, holding her arms out to an imaginary part-
ner, and almost flees when the audience laughs at her. The 
sight of her mother encourages her to be brave. She continues 
the dance, becoming the star of the show at least in the eyes of 
her proud teacher and parents.  

MATTHEW GOLLUB │ JAZZ FLY 3: THE CAR-
RIBEAN SEA 
An international cruise ship provides the back-
drop for French and Spanish speaking insects to 
swap musical phrases. During the voyage, the 

lovesick Captain Cockroach leaves the helm, and pirate crabs, 
drawn to the buffet, invade. When tropical winds smash the 
ship against shoals, The Jazz Bugs must help panicked passen-
gers disembark. After passengers paddle to safety in lifeboats, 
the Jazz Bugs wind up separated - and lost at sea. Which sea 
creatures will test the musicians’ ingenuity, and why must the 
Fly count to seven in French? This book will keep young listen-
ers moving with authentic Afro-Caribbean grooves.  LIBBY MARTINEZ │ WHERE IS BEAR?   

Where is Bear? is a fun, interactive way to en-
courage 2-yearr-olds in their development & 
help parents monitor their children’s attain-
ment of important skills. It’s a win-win for early 

development!  

LUPE RUIZ FLORES │ ALICIA'S FRUITY DRINKS / 
LAS AGUAS FRESCAS DE ALICIA  
Alicia & her parents are enjoying the annual 
festival celebrating Mexico's independence. 
There are mariachis strolling across the festival 
grounds, folkloric dancers twirling in their color-

ful costumes and brightly colored booths lining the plaza.   
 

But the hot day has made Alicia thirsty. Her mother suggests 
aguas frescas and points to a booth lined with jars of brightly 
colored fruit juice: there's watermelon, strawberry, mango and 
papaya. The watermelon juice is so delicious that Alicia drinks it 
all. Soon, Alicia is perfecting her own recipe and sharing it with 
her teammates after soccer practices and games.  

MATTHEW GOLLUB │ TEN ONI DRUMMERS / 
DIEZ TAMBORILEROS ONI  
In this playful, rhyming picture book, a child 
learns to see monsters as his friends who chase 
away spooky dreams. Alone on a beach, in Ja-

pan, the boy sees a tiny oni creeping up from the sand. Soon 
there are two, then three of the colorful goblins, each with its 
own number written in kanji on its back. As they beat their tai-
ko drums they grow bigger - and more numerous. They carry 
on wildly, devour their dinner, smiling with crooked fangs and 
red eyes. What will they do with their very largest drum once 
all ten towering oni are assembled? With bright watercolor 
paintings, Stone draws on the folk culture of her native Japan 
to portray the monsters as both frightening and funny.  

MATTHEW GOLLUB │ THE 25 MIXTEC CATS / 
LOS 25 GATOS MIXTECOS  
In a dusty mountain village of Oaxaca, the local 
healer returns from market with a litter of 25 
kittens. The unfamiliar animals are not a wel-

come arrival. Misconceptions about cats abound, and some 
people go to great lengths to make the good healer get rid of 
them. But when an evil spell threatens a member of the com-
munity, the Mixtec cats prove their worth and win their way 
into the villagers’ hearts. 

XAVIER GARZA  │ MAXIMILIAN & THE CURSE 
OF THE FALLEN ANGEL 
Maximilian's been nuts about lucha libre his 
whole life. He's not just a nerdy middle school-
er - three years ago, he discovered he's part of 
lucha libre royalty! His uncle is the most fa-
mous luchador, the Guardian Angel. But now, 

the masked hero is facing a wild new wrestler who might just 
topple him from his throne. The Fallen Angel may be the most 
reckless & arrogant wrestler the Guardian Angel has ever had 
to face, and he's no longer in his prime. Max, being next in the 
royal line of luchadores, thinks he might have to take over as 
the Guardian Angel sooner than he'd ever dreamed! 



XAVIER GARZA │ THE GREAT AND MIGHT NIK-
KO!/ ¡EL GRAN Y PODEROSO NIKKO! 
Nikko loves bedtime. That's because his bed 
turns into a magical wrestling ring for the 
masked luchadores that he loves. They bounce 
up and down like crazy. His mom, of course, 

doesn't believe Nikko. She accuses him of jumping on his bed. 
But that's just not true at all. She just can't see what Nikko sees. 
And to prove his point—zoosh! Here comes luchador numero 
UNO with a golden mask and a silver cape. Oh, wow. Number 
TWO wears an orange mask with yellow flames. Another looks 
like a jaguar and he growls! A rooster! A bull with horns! And a 
dragon that breathes fire! And so it goes until TEN luchadores 
are jumping on Nikko's bed. That's when the Great and Mighty 
Nikko puts on his mask, taking on all ten wrestlers at once and 
defeating them soundly. Ahh, a fresh victory under his belt, now 
it's time for Mighty Nikko to catch some zzzzzs! 

XAVIER GARZA │ VINCE VENTURA AND THE 
MYSTERY OF THE WITCH OWL / VINCENT VEN-
TURA Y EL MISTERIO DE LA BRUJA LECHUZA 
Vincent Ventura wakes up one night to the 
sound of screeching tires outside his bedroom 
window. He looks out and sees a man and a girl 
about his age rush into the rent house at 666 

Duende Street. Before closing the front door, the man scans 
the sky as if he s looking for something. Oddly, they don’t turn 
on any lights and the house remains pitch black, as if no one 
were home. Suddenly, Vincent notices something white in the 
tree in front of the house. Is it ... a blanket? But when it spreads 
its wings, he realizes it’s an enormous white owl! Two more 
land in the tree. When the three owls land on the ground as 
women dressed in black, he knows there’s another monster 
mystery to solve!  

Book Cover 
not yet 

available 

CODY WAGNER │ THE SEEKER 
Came out of the closet by accident? Check. Sent 
off to a pray-away-the-gay school? Miserable 
check. Shenanigans ensued? Mega-quadruple 
check. 
 

Blaize Trales's world falls apart when he's 
dragged to Sanctuary Preparatory Academy, a boarding school 
that claims to fix gay teens. The place sucks so much they even 
serve food like "Cleansing Corn". Blaize's misguided parents eat 
it up and hand him over for brainwashing.  
 

Things at Sanctuary aren't what they appear. Blaize soon dis-
covers the school's antics are all a lie. They're also at war with 
an ancient enemy. Between surviving bullies, rescuing students 
from mysterious attacks, and passing algebra, Blaize's life is 
going to get out-of-control crazy. And freaking dangerous.  

CODY WAGNER │ THE SIREN 
After months of hiding from the evil Siren, 
Blaize Trales returns to Sanctuary Preparatory 
Academy for answers. Some things at Sanctuary 
haven’t changed. It’s still a secret high school 
for gay teens. Healing Hamburgers still taste 
like overcooked charcoal. And it’s still Blaize’s 

favorite place in the world. 
 

Other things on campus will never be the same. The loss of a 
friend at the hands of the Siren haunts Sanctuary. The struggle 
to hide a newfound power sucks. And fumbling through a crush 
makes Blaize’s life even crazier.  
 

DAVID BOWLES │ THEY CALL ME GÜERO: A 
BORDER KID’S POEMS  
12-year-old Güero is Mexican American, at 
home with Spanish or English and on both sides 
of the river. He's starting 7th grade with a woke 
English teacher who makes poetry cool.   
 

In Spanish, "Güero" is a nickname for guys with pale skin, Latino 
or Anglo. But make no mistake: our red-headed, freckled hero  

DAVID BOWLES │ FEATHERED SERPENT, DARK 
HEART OF SKY: MYTHS OF MEXICO  
The stories in Feathered Serpent, Dark Heart of 
Sky trace the history of the world from its be-
ginnings in the dreams of the dual god, Omete-
otl, to the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors 
in Mexico and the fall of the great city Tenoch-

titlan. In the course of that history we learn about the Creator 
Twins --Feathered Serpent and Dark Heart of Sky -- and how 
they built the world on a leviathan's back; of the shape-shifting 
nahualli; and the aluxes, elfish beings known to help out the 
occasional wanderer. And finally, we read Aztec tales about the 
arrival of the blonde strangers from across the sea, the 
strangers who seek to upend the rule of Moteuczoma and de-
stroy the very stories we are reading. 

The line between relationship and duty is wrecked when gov-
ernment agents, under the Siren’s control, invade Sanctuary. 
Blaize will have to choose between protecting himself and res-
cuing those he cares about. 



is puro mexicano, like Canelo Álvarez, the Mexican boxer. 
Güero is also a nerd--reader, gamer, musician--who runs with a 
squad of misfits like him, Los Bobbys. Sure, they get in trouble 
like anybody else, and like other middle-school boys, they dis-
cover girls. Watch out for Joanna! She's tough as nails.   
 

But trusting in his family's traditions, his accordion and his 
bookworm squad, he faces seventh grade with book smarts 
and a big heart. Life is tough for a border kid, but Güero has 
figured out how to cope.   
 

He writes poetry.  

DIANA LOPEZ │ COCO: A STORY ABOUT MUSIC, 
SHOES, AND FAMILY  
Inspired by Pixar Animation Studios' film, Coco, 
this middle grade novel retells the story of 
Miguel's daring adventure, and features ex-
citing new scenes about his family.  

DIANA LOPEZ │ LUCKY LUNA  
Luna has too many primas to count, but there's 
one cousin that's always getting her into trou-
ble, Claudia. After locking her in the bathroom 
at their other cousin's quinceañera, Luna is 
grounded for a month. Her punishment? Not 
being allowed to wear her signature hats, 

which she uses to hide her birthmark, a streak of white in her 
otherwise dark hair. The only thing that gives Luna the tiniest 
bit of satisfaction is knowing Claudia is also being teased be-
cause she has a big nose.  
 

Eventually, Luna discovers Claudia was not being teased after 
all. Every joke Luna heard was actually directed at her! Luckily, 
Claudia comes to her rescue, standing up for Luna by telling the 
other kids to leave her alone. That's when Luna realizes the 
true meaning of her grandmother's wise advice -- "blood is 
thicker than water." She and Claudia may not like each other, 
but they are still primas. And it's the job of primas to stand up 
for each other.  

DIANA LOPEZ │ NOTHING UP MY SLEEVE  
6th graders Dominic, Loop, and Z stumble upon 
a new magic shop in town and can't wait to 
spend their summer mastering cool tricks to 
gain access to the Vault, a key holders-only 
back room bound to hold all kinds of secrets.  
And once they get in, they set their sights even 

higher: a huge competition at the end of the summer. They 
work on their card tricks, sleights, and vanishing acts, trying to 
come up with the most awesome routines possible. Problem is, 
the trip is expensive, and it's money each guy's family just 

LIARA TAMANI │ CALLING MY NAME  
This unforgettable novel tells a universal 
coming-of-age story about Taja Brown, a young 
African American girl growing up in Houston, 
Texas, and deftly and beautifully explores the 
universal struggles of growing up, battling fami-
ly expectations, discovering a sense of self, and 

finding a unique voice and purpose. 

GUME LAUREL III │ LOVERS IN HINDSIGHT  
Lovers in Hindsight is an anthology of poems 
cataloging the excitement and frustration of 
singleness, dating, relationships, breakups and 
rediscovering our independence. The poems 
are arranged to fit the storyline of an individual 
going through such a cycle. 

JEFF REEDY │ THE TALE OF AMON (BKS 1 - 5)  
Amon is a Nazi and a good man. He's trying to 
figure out how to be both when a time traveler 
shows up on his sub and invites him on a new 
adventure.  

KATELYNN M. RENTERIA │ THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE LAW   
Kay isn’t your typical high school sophomore. 
With her unique skill set, her extracurricular 
activities include catching criminals on danger-
ous missions and foiling evil schemes, topped 
off with finishing her homework. How does she 

do it? She attends Henderson High School, a school for spies, 
and learns the tricks of the spy trade. Together with her broth-
er, Roy, and best friend, Scarlet, Kay completes her operations 
flawlessly. She’s always on target with her missions, until one 
day Kay meets an enigmatic stranger who changes her aim. 
When an underground tycoon threatens one of the world’s 
most precious cities, she finds herself having to trust this new, 
mysterious ally. She starts to wonder if life really is black and 
white, or if there are shadowy grays that can turn her entire 
world upside down. Kay soon learns that the line between her-
self and the other side of the law isn’t always so clear.  

doesn't have. 
 

To make things worse, the shop-owners' daughter, Ariel (who 
just so happens to be last year's competition winner), will do 
anything to make sure the boys don't come out on top. Even pit 
them against one another. Will they make it to the competi-
tion? And if so, at what cost?  



LILLIAM RIVERA │ DEALING IN DREAMS  
At night, Las Mal Criadas own these streets.  
   

16-year-old Nalah leads the fiercest all-girl crew 
in Mega City. That role brings with it violent 
throwdowns and access to the hottest boydega 
clubs, but Nalah quickly grows weary of her 
questionable lifestyle. Her dream is to get off 

the streets and make a home in the exclusive Mega Towers, in 
which only a chosen few get to live. To make it to the Mega 
Towers, Nalah must prove her loyalty to the city's benevolent 
founder and cross the border in a search of the mysterious 
gang the Ashé Ryders. Led by a reluctant guide, Nalah battles 
crews and her own doubts but the closer she gets to her goal 
the more she loses sight of everything--and everyone--she 
cares about.  
 

Nalah must choose whether or not she's willing to do the un-
speakable to get what she wants. Can she discover that home is 
not where you live but whom you chose to protect before she 
loses the family she's created for good?  

LILLIAM RIVERA │ THE EDUCATION OF MAR-
GOT SANCHEZ  
After “borrowing” her father’s credit card to 
finance a more stylish wardrobe, Margot 
Sanchez suddenly finds herself grounded. And 
by grounded, she means working as an inden-
tured servant in her family’s struggling grocery 

store to pay off her debts.  
 

With each order of deli meat she slices, Margot can feel her 
carefully cultivated prep school reputation slipping through her 
fingers, and she’s willing to do anything to get out of this pun-
ishment. Lie, cheat, and maybe even steal…  
 

Margot’s invitation to the ultimate beach party is within reach 
and she has no intention of letting her family’s drama or Moises 
- the admittedly good looking but outspoken boy from the 
neighborhood - keep her from her goal.  

MANUEL RUIZ │ THE DEAD CLUB  
Grey Gomez is an 11-year-old boy who is curi-
ous, a loyal friend and just realized that he’s 
dead. He is joined in the afterlife by a tomboy, a 
baseball player, a beauty queen and a science 
geek and together they learn that Purgatory is 
broken and are soon thrust into a frantic search 

to find out what has unleashed chaos in their new world. 
 

With the help of an Oracle and the Grim Reaper himself, Grey 
and his new friends must harness newly developed abilities to 
save the Underworld from its ultimate destruction. 

MARI MANCUSI │ THE ONCE & FUTURE GEEK 
When young Arthur of Camelot accidentally 
time-travels to the 21st century & Googles 
himself, he discovers the not-so-happily ever 
after in store for him once he pulls the sword 
from the stone. Yes, he'll go from squire to 
sovereign basically overnight, but he'll also lose 

the love of his life to his best friend and eventually die in battle. 
What's a once-and-future king to do? Easy: stay in the future, 
where he'll actually have a future - and join the football team 
instead. 
 

Now, with the help of the great wizard Merlin, modern-day 
gamer-geeks Sophie & Stu find themselves in a race against 
time to get that sword pulled from the stone and the stubborn 
soon-to-be-king Arthur back to the past where he belongs. 
Complicating the plan? Lady Morgana - Arthur's sister & great-
est enemy has traveled to the future as well, determined to 
take Arthur out and seize the throne. Can Sophie & Stu use 
their gaming abilities to defeat the evil Morgana and set the 
timeline right? With the very existence of their friendship, their 
families, and the world as they know it (including pepperoni 
pizza!) at stake, they'll use every skill, power-up, and cheat 

MANUEL RUIZ │ COUNCILS & KEEPERS  
Grey Gomez and the Dead Club, made up of a 
leader, a tomboy, a baseball player, a beauty 
queen and a science geek, survived their first 
afterlife adventure, but the fallout left cracks in 
the Underworld that have awakened something 
much, much worse.  

 

The heroes will need more than their growing powers, includ-
ing the mysterious Underworld Council and Keepers, to face an 
enemy linked to the Oracle’s past with the ability to return the 
Underworld back to its darkest time. 

MANUEL RUIZ │ UNDERWORLD RISING  
This is the final book in The Dead  Club series, 
and follows Grey Gomez and his circle of 
friends in a new adventure that takes you 
back to the Underworld we were introduced 
to in the prequels. 

MARI MANCUSI │ GEEKS & THE HOLY GRAIL 
Sophie is now a Camelot Companion, tasked 
with protecting the spirit of King Arthur 
throughout the ages, so it's no surprise when 
she and Stu get sucked in to another Arthurian 
adventure. This time, the two best friends must 
get the Holy Grail into King Arthur's hands so 
he can drink from it and recover from a deadly 



illness. Simple, right? 
 

Not so much. Because Merlin's apprentice, Emrys, has acci-
dentally turned the Grail into a gassy, fire-breathing baby drag-
on. And Merlin is the only one who can change it back. But 
Merlin's on spring break in modern-day Las Vegas (at the Excal-
ibur, of course). And Sophie's super-popular (not to mention 
super-annoying) future stepsister, Ashley, has invited herself 
along for the ride. From sneaking a baby dragon through air-
port security to the ultimate showdown with the sorceress 
Morgana, deep in the land of Faerie, this new Camelot Code 
adventure will test not only the two geeks' courage, but also 
their very friendship. 

PABLO CARTAYA │ EACH TINY SPARK  
Emilia Torres has a wandering mind. It's hard to 
follow along at school, and sometimes she for-
gets to do what her mom or abuela asks. But 
she remembers what matters: a time when her 
family was whole and home made sense. When 
Dad returns from deployment, she expects life 

will get back to normal. Instead, it unravels.  
 

Dad shuts himself in the back stall of their family's auto shop to 
work on an old car. Emilia peeks in on him daily, mesmerized 
by his welder. One day, Dad calls Emilia over.  
 

Then, he teaches her how to weld. And over time, flickers of 
her old dad reappear.  
 

As Emilia finds a way to repair the relationship with her father 
at home, her community ruptures with some of her class-
mates, like her best friend, Gus, at the center of the conflict.   

PABLO CARTAYA │ THE EPIC FAIL OF ARTURO 
ZAMORA  
Save the restaurant. Save the town. Get the 
girl. Make Abuela proud. Can 13-year-old Artu-
ro Zamora do it all or is he in for a BIG, EPIC 
FAIL?   
 

For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball 
until dark, sipping mango smoothies, and keeping cool under 
banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime dish-
washer at Abuela’s restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also 
includes Carmen, a poetry enthusiast who moves into Arturo’s 
apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep fryer. 
He almost doesn’t notice the smarmy land developer who rolls 
into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his 
family and community go down without a fight, and as he 
schemes with Carmen, Arturo discovers the power of poetry 
and protest through untold family stories and the work of José 
Martí.  

PABLO CARTAYA │ MARCUS VEGA DOESN’T 
SPEAK SPANISH  
Marcus Vega is six feet tall, 180 pounds, and 
the owner of a premature mustache. When 
you look like this and you're only in the 8th 
grade, you're both a threat and a target.   
 

After a fight at school leaves Marcus facing suspension, Mar-
cus's mom decides it's time for a change of environment. She 
takes Marcus and his younger brother to Puerto Rico to spend 
a week with relatives they don't remember or have never met. 
But Marcus can't focus knowing that his father--who walked 
out of their lives ten years ago--is somewhere on the island.   
 

So begins Marcus's incredible journey, a series of misadven-
tures that take him all over Puerto Rico in search of his elusive 
namesake. Marcus doesn't know if he'll ever find his father, but 
what he ultimately discovers changes his life. And he even 
learns a bit of Spanish along the way.  

PINTIP DUNN │ FORGET TOMORROW  
It's Callie's 17th birthday and, like everyone 
else, she's eagerly awaiting her vision—a 
memory sent back in time to sculpt each citizen 
into the person they're meant to be. A world-
class swimmer. A renowned scientist. Or in Cal-
lie's case, a criminal. 

 

In her vision, she sees herself murdering her gifted younger 
sister. Before she can process what it means, Callie is arrested 
and placed in prison. The only person who can help is her child-
hood crush, Logan, a boy she hasn't spoken to in five years. 
 

Logan breaks her free, but can she trust him? He’s almost the 
same boy she remembers, but now he’s a whole lot hotter. And 
he’s got his own past to deal with. Callie’s falling for him, fast, 
but she soon learns he has secrets of his own. Secrets that 
mean they can never be together. 
 

Now, Callie's on the run not only from the government, but 
also from her fate. If she wants any hope of a future with Lo-
gan, she must first find a way to protect her sister from the 
biggest threat of all - herself. 

PINTIP DUNN │ GIRL ON THE VERGE  
In her small Kansas town, at her predominantly 
white school, Kanchana doesn’t look like any-
one else. But at home, her Thai grandmother 
chides her for being too westernized. Only 
through the clothing Kan designs in secret can 
she find a way to fuse both cultures into some-

thing distinctly her own.  
 

When her mother agrees to provide a home for a teenage girl 



PINTIP DUNN │ STAR-CROSSED  
Princess Vela's people are starving. Stranded on 
a planet that lacks food, Vela makes the ulti-
mate sacrifice & becomes an Aegis for her peo-
ple. Accepting a genetic modification that takes 
60 years off her life, she can feed her colony via 
nutrition pills. But her best friend is still getting 

worse. And she's not the only one. Now the king is dying, too. 
 

When the boy she's had a crush on since childhood volunteers 
to give his life for her father's, Vela realizes her people need 
more than pills to survive. As tensions rise between Aegis and 
colonists, secrets and sabotage begin to threaten the future of 
the colony itself. Unless Vela is brave enough to save them all… 

named Shelly, Kan sees a chance to prove herself useful. Mak-
ing Shelly feel comfortable is easy at first—her new friend is 
eager to please, embraces the family’s Thai traditions, and 
clearly looks up to Kan. Perhaps too much. Shelly seems to 
want everything Kanchana has, even the blond, blue-eyed boy 
she has a crush on. As Kan’s growing discomfort compels her to 
investigate Shelly’s past, she’s shocked to find how it intersects 
with her own—and just how far Shelly will go to belong…  

RUBEN DEGOLLADO │ THROW  
Llorona is the only girl Guero has ever loved. A 
wounded soul, she has adopted the name of a 
ghost from Mexican folklore. True to her name-
sake, Llorona cast Guero away with the cold-
ness of the apparition she has become. But 
Guero still wants to get back together with her.

   

Guero spends time with his friends Angel and Smiley--members 
of the HCP (Hispanics Causing Panic) gang--roaming the streets 
of the South Texas border towns they inhabit, trying to forget 
Llorona even as she seems to appear around every corner.   
 

Over three days, Guero's increasingly violent confrontations 
with Llorona's current boyfriend will jeopardize the lives of An-
gel and Smiley and the love he hopes to regain.   
 

As events begin to accelerate toward their conclusion--and 
gang signs are thrown as both threats and claims of identity--
the question arises: will Guero throw the HCP sign, or will he 
throw off that life? Guero's life will be irrevocably changed by 
violence and loss, but who’ll he lose, and will he lose himself?  

SYLVIA SANCHEZ GARZA │ CASCARONES  
Cascarones is a young adult bildungsroman, a 
coming of age story narrated in a non-linear 
fashion that revolves around the life of a Mexi-
can American family living in the Rio Grande 
Valley in Deep South Texas. The main character, 
Suzy, as well as her family and friends are 

encircled by rich traditions and culture of the region, shaping 
who she becomes. There are many beautiful people depicted in 
this novel who helped transform Suzy. The narrative shifts from 
present to the past to connect the reader with cultural tradi-
tions that changed through the years. It exposes how Easter 
was and is currently celebrated in the Rio Grande Valley and 
growing up during the 60s and 70s as a Mexican American 
amidst discriminatory undertones.   

XAVIER GARZA │ CREEPY CREATURES & OTH-
ER CUCUYS  
Have you ever been too scared to sleep with 
the lights off? Were you frightened by a 
scratching sound inside of your walls or the 
beady red eyes and knotted green fingers of a 
duende?   

 

The stories in this collection curdle with the creepy and crawl-
ing characters of traditional folklore. These stories brim with 
the supernatural: the mysterious disappearance of children 
who made deals with duendes, evil trolls who live inside the 
walls of our houses; the ghostly specter of La Llorona who 
floats along the creek bed, howling, “¡Ay, mis hijos!”; witches 
that turn into great white owls; a severed hand that hurtles 
across floors and catches a death grip; and even the Devil him-
self harvesting wayward souls.  
 

These are all cucuys, supernatural beings who have come to 
haunt the imagination in these tales of wonder and warning. 
These delicious and frightful stories come down through gener-
ations of grandmas teaching children to respect the laws of 
nature and the All Powerful.   

Purchase a copy of these books from 

 
- our exclusive bookseller! 

 

www.thestorybookgarden.com 


