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6. A one (1) page introductory letter stating why your City should be selected to 

receive the IFEA World Festival & Event City Award.  

The Penghu islands are located in the Taiwan Strait in the southwest of Taiwan. It 
is 100km away from mainland China in the West and 48km away from Taiwan in the 
East. For hundreds of years, Penghu has been a transit point for trade between 
Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia, and also a place where marine civilization and 
continental civilization blend. The geological landscape of basaltic rocks all over the 
Penghu Archipelago, beautifully crafted by nature, is marveled at by geologists 
around the world, praised as “God’s Stone Sculpture Garden.” Furthermore, the clear 
bay and the fierce winter wind, these make Penghu a favorite place for international 
sailing racers on their annual tour. 

In terms of culture, Penghu preserves many traditional settlements and 
buildings, and religious culture. During the Lantern Festival, the turtle granting contest 
is a famous religious event in Penghu; moreover, other representatives of religious 
events include “Xiaofa” (a little Taoist), “Jimugou” (an animal-shaped snack made 
from glutinous rice), temple umbrella dancing, and temple parades. Among 187 
registered temples in Penghu, each temple has its own features, especially 
the Tianhou (Mazu) Temple in Magong city with more than 400 years of history, which 
is a center of local religious faith. Every year, the liveliest festival in Penghu is the 
three-day Lantern Festival, when people can have a lot of fun and join interesting 
activities. In addition to eating tangyuan (glutinous rice ball soup) and guessing 
lantern riddles, the classic activities include turtle granting contests, throwing moon 
blocks, temple parades, and watching the lights on the boat in Waian Fishing Port. 
The festival has shown the features of the island, the fishing port, and its religious 
belief. 

 Abundant in natural resources, Penghu has become Taiwan’s most significant 
island for marine environmental protection. The ecotourism industry has been 
booming; both tourism and fishery are the most important industries in Penghu. The 
nature, culture and environmental sustainability result in the effective development of 
ecotourism, and make Penghu the most important international island resort in Taiwan. 
Moreover, the abundant marine resources and marine sports culture have allowed 
Penghu to develop not only a variety of sports events such as sailing, sea swimming, 
windsurfing, cross-sea marathon, beach volleyball, etc. but also some local distinctive 
events such as Baisha Silver Anchovy Festival, squid jigging, laver collection, 
seaweed harvesting, etc. In addition, the excellent conditions of the ports make 
Penghu the best location of a firework display by the sea. The display features 
fireworks launched around the venue, the large aerial firework shells, and the first 
fireworks combined with a light performance by drones, which is world-renowned.  

Penghu International Fireworks Festival has taken place for 20 years. Because 
of the China Airlines plane crash in 2002, the Penghu County Government, with the 
aim of revitalizing the local tourism industry, developed a partnership with the private 
sector and held the first Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2003. This festival 
has become a representative tourism event in Penghu, attracting up to 500,000 
people to visit every year and bringing billions of business opportunities to Penghu. 
Many people’s first impression of the festivals and events in Penghu lies in the 
amazing fireworks by the sea, which is acclaimed as the must-see firework 
celebration in life.  

Penghu has a population of 100,000, and the settled population of only 
approximately 60,000; however, about 1.3 million tourists visit Penghu each year. This 
beautiful island is full of sunshine, beaches, waves and winds. More importantly, 
Penghu has the warmest and most friendly people in Asia, the cleanest and safest 
travelling environment, lively and festive events, and clear blue bays, greeting guests 
from all over the world. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magong
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7. The overall completed IFEA World Festival & Event City Award©  Entry 

providing responses and supporting information for Sections 1-7 below.  

Section 1.  Community Overview 

The Penghu Archipelago is located in the Taiwan Strait and scattered between 

23o 12’N and 23o 47’N and between 119o 19’E and 119o 43’E. As the only 

archipelago under the jurisdiction of Taiwan, Penghu County consists of 90 islands 

and islets composed largely of basalt mesas, covering an area of 126.864 square 

kilometers. Approximately 100,000 people live in these small islands where 1.3 

million tourists, however, visit every year. Penghu has a total of six administrative 

districts, which are Magong City, Huxi Township, Baisha Township, Xiyu Township, 

Wangan Township, and Qimei Township, among which Wangan Township and Qimei 

Township are independent offshore islands accessible by boat or plane.  

Penghu has a total of 106,340 people according to the household 

registration data in 2021. Magong City is the most densely populated area in Penghu.  

a. Current City Population: 106,340  

Area 
Year & 

Month 

Number 

of 

Villages 

Number of 

Neighborhoods  

Number of 

Households 

Population 

Male Female Total 

Penghu 

County 

(Grand 

Total) 

December 

2021 
96 1,407 42,427 54,729 51,611 106,340 

Magong 

City 

December 

2021 
33 628 25,923 32,190 31,099 63,289 

Huxi 

Township 

December 

2021 
22 241 6,227 8,168 7,279 15,447 

Baisha 

Township 

December 

2021 
15 179 3,643 5,171 4,818 9,989 

Xiyu 

Township 

December 

2021 
11 167 3,095 4,300 4,038 8,388 

Wangan 

Township 

December 

2021 
9 131 2,062 2,922 2,493 5,415 

Qimei 

Township 

December 

2021 
6 61 1,477 1,978 1,884 3,862 

https://wikitravel.org/en/Taiwan
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A mass wedding held in the Shell Church of Lintou 

Beach (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

b. Current SMSA or LUZ Population: 63,289 

c. Population within a 50 Mile Radius of Applicant City: 88,725  

d. Primary Festival and Event Venues Available 

The main event venue in Penghu is Guanyinting Recreation Area, a coastal 

recreational park featuring a rainbow bridge at night. The characteristics such as 

open space, the proximity to the 

downtown, and good transportation 

make Guanyinting Recreation Area 

an excellent place to hold large-scale 

events, especially the famous Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival. It is 

also a multifunctional community park 

equipped with many parent-child 

recreational facilities such as swings, 

slides, roller rinks, basketball courts, 

etc. Guanyinting Recreation Area has 

an area of 33,118.31 square meters 

and an estimated capacity of 20,000 

people. The recreation area is 

currently under construction, which will improve its recreational facilities and upgrade 

it to a world-class qualifying training ground for windsurfing. Moreover, Penghu has 

Area 
Year & 

Month 

Number 

of 

Villages 

Number of 

Neighborhoods  

Number of 

Households 

Population 

Male Female Total 

Magong 

City 

December 

2021 
33 628 25,923 32,190 31,099 63,289 

Area 
Year & 

Month 

Number 

of 

Villages 

Number of 

Neighborhoods  

Number of 

Households 

Population 

Male Female Total 

Magong 

City 

December 

2021 
33 628 25,923 32,190 31,099 63,289 

Huxi 

Township 

December 

2021 
22 241 6,227 8,168 7,279 15,447 

Baisha 

Township 

December 

2021 
15 179 3,643 5,171 4,818 9,989 
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hundreds of beaches where various activities take place, including the beach running 

race, concerts, mass wedding, and traditional fishing experience, etc. have been 

organized in recent years. Aimen and Lintou beaches, the most famous of Penghu’s 

beaches, are connected together and extend for 3 kilometers. The golden beach 

looks very beautiful under the sun and is the well-known “gold beach” in Penghu. 

There are restaurants, cafés, parks, memorial halls and other buildings next to the 

beach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jibei Beach Running Race in Penghu  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu National Scenic Area Administration) 

 

Picnic Music Party in Shanshui Beach  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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Jibei Beach 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Guanyinting Recreation Area 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

International Plaza 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Houwan Beach 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Lintou Beach 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Aimen Beach 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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e. Water and Power Accessibility in Outdoor Venues 

As a coastal recreation area and community park, Guanyinting Recreation 

Area has a good water and electricity supply in water play areas and restrooms. 

Currently, this area includes two foot washing stations and two restrooms, and is 

additionally equipped with street lights, landscape lights and public electric boxes, etc. 

to provide sufficient electricity for the event period. In addition, the mobile public toilets 

are set up to disperse the crowds during large-scale events. Furthermore, due to 

plenty of water recreation activities, the beaches in Penghu are also equipped with 

free beach showers and restrooms open for public use, but the festival and event 

organizer must be responsible for setting up generators to provide sufficient electricity. 

In addition, the International Plaza, which was completed in 2021, was planted 

and beautified, combined with topography and landforms, to reorganize pedestrian 

systems, roads, and parking spaces, build a new relationship between Magong urban 

open space and green space system, and integrate the environmental interface and 

public services of surrounding public buildings. The concept of shared facilities 

connects the Magong Third Fishing Harbor and the waterfront, sorts out the texture of 

the local environment, and creates new highlights in the city. 

  

Overlooking the International Plaza (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Police Service Station, restrooms and foot washing 

stations in Guanyinting Recreation Area, Penghu 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Longmen Beach—Tank-shaped public toilet  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Foot washing stations and restrooms in 

Kuibishan Geopark (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 



7 

f. Wifi Accessibility throughout Venues in City 

Penghu currently has dozens of iTaiwan hotspots providing free Wi-Fi which are 

all marked on a zoomable map and can be found on the website provided for users: 

itaiwan.taiwan.net.tw/FitTravelRegister.aspx 
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g. Hospital and Emergency Response Availability  

Penghu is one of the main islands of Taiwan and has limited medical resources 

but sufficient medical equipment. The description of the emergency medical 

services (EMS) which can be provided in Penghu is as follows:  

(i) The Penghu County Government Fire Bureau has a total of 14 

ambulances which all equipped with an automated external defibrillator 

(AED). To effectively improve emergency rescue equipment and 

pre-hospital emergency medical services, the fire department branches 

without ambulances in the offshore islands are also equipped with AEDs. 

The total number of emergency medical care provided in 2021 was 4,691. 

4,625 cases were sent to hospital. 

(ii) A total of 172 firefighters have obtained an Emergency Medical 

Technician-1 license or above qualifications. There are 21 Emergency 

Medical Technicians-1, 145 Emergency Medical Technicians-2, and 9 

Emergency Medical Technicians-Paramedic.  

Improvement in the EMS:  

(i) The emergency medical technician (EMT) training and 

job-related education will be continually provided to help improve 

the skills in the EMS and extend the validity period of an EMT 

license. 

(ii) In order to have advanced EMS skills and enhance EMS quality, 

the Penghu County Government Fire Bureau will appoint EMS 

medical directors to establish a medical instruction system, provide 

firefighters with EMS education, training, supervision and evaluation, 

assist in the formulation of EMS procedures and steps for EMT at each 

level, and develop a standard first aid procedure.  

As of the end of 2021, 100 firefighters, excluding harbor fire brigades and 

special search and rescue teams, were the main EMTs in Penghu County. On 

average, 9.57 EMTs provided emergency medical care for every 10,000 people. 

There were 14 ambulances in total; on average, 13.4 ambulances per 100,000 

people were used for emergency. 

Furthermore, Penghu County has large hospitals. The major hospitals 

currently providing medical services are as follows:  

Name Address Telephone No. 

Tri-Service General 

Hospital Penghu Branch 

No.90, Qianliao, Magong City, 

Penghu County 880, Taiwan (R.O.C.) 
+886-6-921-1116 

Penghu Hospital, Ministry 

of Health and Welfare 

No.10, Zhongzheng Rd., Magong City, 

Penghu County 880, Taiwan (R.O.C.) 
+886-6-926-1151 

St. Camillus Hospital 
No. 14, Shude Rd., Magong City, Penghu 

County 880, Taiwan (R.O.C.) 
+886-6-927-2318 
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h. Total Number of Hotel Rooms Available 

As of the end of February 2022, Penghu County had two large hotels each of 

which provides recreational facilities, restaurants, malls, etc. In addition, there 

are 55 general hotels and 1,085 B&Bs in the county. The total number of available 

registered rooms is 8,238. Currently, receiving about 20,000 tourists per day, Penghu 

is the most hospitable archipelago among Taiwan’s offshore islands city.  

i. Public Transportation Options  

Penghu is accessible by boat or air. At present, 

there are two airlines operating flights to Penghu 

throughout the year, and eight shipping companies 

providing ferries to and from Penghu according to the 

seasons and weather conditions. Lightweight 

ferries sail between the ports of Taiwan and 

Magong only in the summer. The trip takes about 

90 minutes. During the winter, only Taihwa ferry 

runs between the Port of Kaohsiung and the 

Magong Harbor, which takes about 4 hours; during 

the summer, the ferry for overnight sailings 

provides tourists with more options for travelling 

between Taiwan and Penghu. Moreover, Penghu is 

located on the major shipping route of Asia, so 

chartered cruise ships usually sails to Penghu. The 

cruise ships such as SuperStar Gemini and Seabourn Sojourn once docked at 

Penghu. Currently, the Magong Harbor can accommodate about 50,000-ton cruise 

ships. The Taiwan government will also decide to invest 1.1 billion NT dollars to build 

an international cruise terminal for Penghu, making Penghu a hub of the blue sea 

road. In the small archipelago like Penghu, most locals always drive or ride scooters, 

and tourists also like to travel in the same way. Therefore, Penghu has thriving car 

and scooter rental industries and, moreover, is a low-carbon green energy island in 

Taiwan, which causes the prevalence of electric scooters on the island. Many 

self-charging stations of electric scooters have also been set up in urban areas. In 

addition to travelling by renting cars or scooters, most people will also choose to take 

a bus called Taiwan Tourist Shuttle. Currently, the Magong Shuttle Bus mainly passes 

through the historical sites in the city. In 2020, in addition to the original route 

"Magong-North Ring Road", a new "Magong-Huxi " was added to take tourists to 

suburban attractions such as Nanliao Community, Longmen Military Position, and 

well-known beaches such as Lintou. Furthermore, plenty of taxi services are 

provided in Penghu during the peak season, whether tourists want a one-way 

trip or one day and half-day tours around the island.  

Magong Harbor (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 
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j. Parking Availability  

The mechanism for collecting roadside parking fees in Penghu County has been 

implemented since December 11, 2016. Initially, the charging areas include on-street 

parking spaces (a total of 598 spaces) and off-street parking spaces (a total of 1303 

spaces) in part of downtown roads. Moreover, 353 off-street parking spaces are free 

of charge. The ports and airports also provide free parking spaces for scooters. The 

lists are described as follows: 

  

Magong Shuttle Bus North Ring Line in Penghu   

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

The lobby in Penghu Airport 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

A shuttle boat in the Penghu islands 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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No. Name of parking lot/garage Type 
Parking 
spaces 

Remarks 

1 

Underground Parking Garage in 

front of Penghu County 

Government public square 

off-street 197 Paid 

2 
Zhongzheng Elementary School 

Underground Parking Garage 
off-street 320 Paid 

3 
Wenguang Junior High School 

Underground Parking Garage 
off-street 401 Paid 

4 
Shuiyuan Road Parking Lot 

(Shuiyuan Rd.) 
off-street 53 Paid 

5 
Parking Lot next to Magong 

Zhonghua Road Post Office 
off-street 58 Paid 

6 Mingyuan Road Parking Lot off-street 61 Paid 

7 
Jiugongmaiju Parking Lot 

(Minsheng Rd.) 
off-street 16 Paid 

8 
Magong Chenghuang Temple 

Parking Lot 
off-street 35 Paid 

9 
Jianguo Market Parking Lot (Minfu 

Rd.) 
off-street 58 Paid 

10 
Haipu Road Parking Lot (Haipu 

Rd.) 
off-street 26 Paid 

11 
Jiufayuan Parking Lot (Zhonghua 

Rd.) 
off-street 78 Paid 

12 Sanduo Parking Lot (Sanduo Rd.) off-street 26 

Free 

13 

Guangrong Village Community 

Center Parking Lot (Wenguang 

Rd.) 

off-street 22 

14 

Parking Lot in front of Fishermen’s 

Association of Magong Third 

Fishing Harbor 

off-street 106 

15 
Guanyinting Parking Lot (Jieshou 

Rd.) 
off-street 42 

16 Beichen Market Parking Lot off-street 31 

17 
Yongtai Street Parking Lot (Yongtai 

St.) 
off-street 30 

18 
Penghu County Veterans Service 

Office Parking Lot (Jingguo Rd.) 
off-street 26 

19 

Parking Lot opposite to Traffic 

Police Brigade, Penghu County 

Police Bureau 

off-street 30 

https://www.post.gov.tw/post/internet/U_english/index.jsp?ID=24020901&page_type=3&prsb_no=024106-8
https://www.post.gov.tw/post/internet/U_english/index.jsp?ID=24020901&page_type=3&prsb_no=024106-8
http://terms.naer.edu.tw/detail/3286632/
http://terms.naer.edu.tw/detail/3286632/
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20 

Parking Lot to the north of National 

Penghu Marine & Fishery 

Vocational High School and behind 

Lianlianfengqing 

off-street 22 

21 
Yangming Park Parking Lot 

(opposite to the clinic) 
off-street 18 

 On-street Parking Spaces on-street 598  

 

Magong Elementary School 

Underground Parking Garage (at 

the planning stage) 

off-street 
For cars: 

516  

For 

scooters: 

107 

 

Chung Hsing Primary School 

Underground Parking Garage (at 

the planning stage) 

off-street 
For cars: 

395  

For 

scooters: 

91 

k. Walking Paths, Bicycle Lanes  

On both sides of the urban roads are sidewalks of which the total length is about 

45,225.14 meters. Furthermore, Penghu has been actively promoting low-carbon 

tourism which emphasizes bicycle tours. Despite the limited road space, the bicycle 

lanes are built completely, and marked with a blue line on the roads shared with 

vehicles.     
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According to the administrative 

divisions on the main island of 

Penghu, the Penghu bicycle lane 

network is mainly divided into four 

cycling route systems, which are 

Magong System, Huxi System, 

Baisha System, and Xiyu System. 

Magong System includes a cycling route passing the coasts, beaches and 

a suburban waterfront, offering the beautiful coastal scenery. The bicycle lanes are 

64.88 kilometers in length. Cycling along the route is a good choice of recreational 

activities for people to make. Huxi System features the scenery of fishing ports, the 

ecology of fishing villages and Chingluo Wetland, a national wetland in Taiwan. The 

cycling route has a total length of 29.55 kilometers, with a flat terrain suitable for a 

relaxing trip. The bicycle lanes of Baisha System, with a total length of roughly 22.34 

kilometers, offer a view of Penghu’s wind turbines, coastal roads and idyllic scenes, 

and are connected with a bicycle lane to the Xiyu fishing port. The bicycle lanes of 

Xiyu System, roughly 26.15 kilometers in length, pass through the popular tourist 

attractions in Penghu such as the spectacular coastal landscape of basalt formations, 

the shipyards, the bay of the inland sea, and the Yuwengdao Lighthouse, etc.  

 

  

Bicycle lanes  

(Photo courtesy of Tourism 

Bureau, MOTC) 

Bicycle lanes 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/zht/%E8%A9%9E%E5%85%B8/%E8%8B%B1%E8%AA%9E-%E6%BC%A2%E8%AA%9E-%E7%B9%81%E9%AB%94/village
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l. Estimated City Visitors Annually Attributed to Festivals and Events 

Penghu is one of Taiwan’s islands known for sightseeing. Despite the registered 

population of only 100,000, Penghu has a great capacity to attract visitors. The 

annual number of visitors has exceeded 1 million since 2014; until 2020, the annual 

number of visitors exceeded 1.3 million which was ten times the number of local 

residents and included the maximum visitor arrivals for the months of April through 

June. (Owing to the impact of COVID-19, the number of visitors decreased by 50% in 

2021.) 

Within these two and a half months, the Penghu International Fireworks Festival, 

the biggest annual events in Penghu, takes place to attract roughly 500,000 people 

flocking to watch the spectacular display of fireworks by the sea. As a result, this has 

successfully extended the peak season in Penghu. In former times, it was mostly for 

the months of July through September that the tourists visited Penghu. Since the 

successful launch of the Penghu International Fireworks Festival as Penghu’s tourism 

brand, it has not only significantly increased the number of visitors to Penghu, but 

also made April through June the peak season, which results in a steady flow of 

visitors starting in April and lasting until the end of the summertime. Despite a 

significant decrease in the number of visitors from October onwards due to a decline 

in flights and the inability to sail under the influence of winds and waves, the Penghu 

County government has been actively seeking to attract visitors through the winter 

events such as windsurfing, marathons, etc. Therefore, the monthly visitor arrivals for 

the winter can be maintained at around 100,000 people.  
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Section 2.  Community Festivals and Events 

1. Penghu International Fireworks Festival  

a. Festival or Event Name  Penghu International Fireworks Festival 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Tourism Department, Penghu County Government 

 +886-6-926-8545 

c. Number of Years Festival 

or Event has been 

Produced 

20 years 

d. Event Dates Every Monday and Thursday, April through June 

e. Event Description  
Primary Target Audience: Young people, tour   

groups and backpackers 

The Penghu International Fireworks Festival originated 

from the China Airlines plane crash occurring off the coast 

of Penghu in May 2002. The disaster put Penghu’s tourism 

industry in jeopardy and caused a significant decrease in the 

number of tourists for that year. To revitalize the local tourism 

industry, the Penghu County Government and China Airlines 

collaborated in holding a series of activities in Penghu 

Fisherman's Wharf on Chinese Valentine's Day. The event 

included not only the performance of the China Airlines flight 

attendants in different costumes, but also the first amazing 

high-altitude fireworks display which embellished the night 

sky, creating a lively atmosphere and successfully 

receiving good reviews. Therefore, in the following year 

(2003), the government cooperated with more airlines, 

shipping companies and private companies to organize the 

first “Penghu International Fireworks Festival” in 

Guanyinting Recreation Area. So far, as the most 

representative large-scale tourism event in Penghu 

County, the festival has enjoyed huge popularity with 

tourists all over the world. Many tourists always look forward 

to participating in the most marvelous feast in the summer 

night sky of Gaillardia Island every year.  

The beautiful fireworks launched in Guanyinting 

Recreation Area are in perfect harmony with unique 

environment of the bay and the romantic Xiying Rainbow 

Bridge. The fireworks launch spot is only 300 meters away 
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from the crowd. Such an up-close view makes the 8 to 

16-inch high-altitude fireworks so spectacular that they seem 

to be within reach and give tourists on the spot a sense of 

spectacle, which is the most appealing thing of the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival. In addition to the splendid 

fireworks displays, the festival includes a range of brilliant 

stage performances that many famous Taiwanese artists 

and local performing groups will take turns to give; 

furthermore, with wide space of the viewing area and no 

need to worry about traffic jams, tourists can immensely 

enjoy themselves in a relaxed and romantic atmosphere.   

The 2019 Penghu International Fireworks Festival was 

successfully transformed into an innovative event combined 

with the most popular light performance by drones to replace 

a part of fireworks show; moreover, it has been Taiwan's first 

event to successfully synchronize fireworks with drones in 

the night sky. In 2020, a successful collaboration with the 

international brand, Disney’s Marvel Comics created a 

precedent for the collaboration between Marvel characters 

and tourism events, which developed co-branded products 

of Marvel and the Penghu International Fireworks Festival 

and presented a unique drone light show. In 2021, it was the 

first time to join hands with the popular Asian brand LINE 

FRIENDS to launch themed drone technology light show 

and fireworks, but it ended early due to the Covid-19. 2022 is 

the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival. The fireworks 

festival is the longest-running official tourism event in 

Taiwan. In addition to cooperating with LINE FRIENDS again 

this year, a series of carnival activities have been launched 

to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival, 

including a retrospective exhibition, a fireworks parade, 

fireworks photography competition, etc., to let fireworks 

illuminate the night sky of Penghu and bloom in the Taiwan 

Strait. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
500,000 people 
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Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2003 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2004 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2013 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2018 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2019 (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

 

 

 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival 



18 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2021 (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2022 (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival in 2020 (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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2. Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea Marathon  

a. Festival or Event Name  Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea Marathon 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Penghu National Scenic Area Administration 

+886-6-921-6521 

c. Number of Years Festival 

or Event has been 

Produced 

4 years 

d. Event Dates November 

e. Event Description Primary Target Audience: Sports enthusiasts 

The Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea Marathon is 

the only “Cross-Sea & Island-Hopping” running event in 

Taiwan which combines offshore islands with the unique 

tourism elements of Penghu to design the race route. The 

course passes through Xiyu Township, Baisha Township, 

Zhongtun Village and the main island, Magong City, offering 

a full view of the popular tourist attractions such as the 

Yuwengdao Lighthouse, Daguoye Columnar Basalt, 

Erkan Village, Penghu Great Bridge, Zhongtun Wind Power 

Area, etc. The course is divided into two routes, the full 

marathon (42K) and a half marathon (21K). Based on 

Penghu’s marine characteristics and tourism scenery, the 

theme of high quality "sports tourism" is planned and 

promoted; moreover, a variety of creative supplies and local 

cheerleaders are provided for the marathon lovers to liven 

up the course of the bay. Furthermore, the cooperative local 

shops setting up aid stations along the route provide the 

marathon runners with a place to rest and local snacks to 

eat. Therefore, not only can the runners experience the 

hospitality of Penghu, they can also enjoy local delicacies 

during the marathon. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
3,000 people 

 

 

 

 

 



20 

  

Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea Marathon 

On your marks, get set, go! 

(Photo courtesy of the Facebook page of the event) 

Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea Marathon 
  (Photo courtesy of Penghu National Scenic Area Administration) 

Aid stations (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 

Starting pistols (Photo courtesy of Penghu National 

Scenic Area Administration) 

Aid stations (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 
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3. Penghu’s Lantern Festival  

a. Festival or Event Name  Penghu’s Lantern Festival - Qigui 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Penghu County Government +886-6-926-8545;  

Penghu National Scenic Area Administration +886-6-921-6521; 

All temples in Penghu 

c. Number of Years Festival 

or Event has been 

Produced 

More than 100 years 

d. Event Dates The 15th, 16th, and 17th day of Lunar January 

e. Event Descriptions  
Primary Target Audience: No specific customer 

segments 

In Chinese religious culture, the traditional Chinese New 

Year is the most important festival; however, in Penghu, “Qigui” 

is an event greater than the Lunar New Year. "Qigui" in Chinese 

means "turtle granting contest," and the Chinese pronunciation 

of "Qigui" refers to praying to turtles. The Qigui practice 

originated from the ancient tradition of Penghu, and was 

recorded by some officials stationed in Penghu as early as the 

Qing Dynasty (1800’s). The residents of Penghu would hold the 

activities of appealing for turtles during the Lantern Festival to 

pray for a good harvest and peace in the coming year. In 

Penghu, the celebration of the Lantern Festival is livelier than 

the Lunar New Year. All the temples will hold a variety of folk 

festivities such as turtle granting contests, guessing lantern 

riddles, etc., which seems like a religious carnival. 

The so-called “Qigui” comes from the traditional Chinese 

people believing the turtle is one of the four sacred beasts. 

Qigui activities in Penghu mean praying for peace. There is the 

local proverb that "the touch of a turtle’s head makes you have 

a big house; the touch of a turtle’s tail makes your fortune 

accumulated; the touch of a turtle’s shell makes your work 

steady; the touch of a turtle’s feet makes your house filled with 

gold, silver and money.” Qigui activities have continued to be 

held until now, with a change in materials for making “turtles.” In 

the early days, the main turtle-shaped figure was a fangpian 

(glutinous rice and sugar) turtle which was later replaced with 

the rice turtle because it could not be preserved for a long time. 

So far, there have been turtle-shaped figures made of different 
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materials, such as "money turtles," "rice turtles," "Jell-O turtles," 

"brown sugar cake turtles," "rice vermicelli turtles," etc.   

Each year, in the days leading up to the Lantern Festival, 

all the temples in Penghu will post a list written on red paper on 

the door, reminding people who take the turtle figurines home 

last year about the amount of repayment they should make this 

year. Those people will finish making turtles on the eve of the 

Lantern Festival, pray in front of the gods, and display a new 

sacred turtle in the temple. 

The rule of Qigui is to pray to the deities for the items 

(mostly fangpian turtles made of cake powder and syrup in the 

early days) displayed on the table; after making a wish for the 

desirable items, the purpose and the added repayment of the 

following year, people will ask the deities for permission by 

throwing divination blocks. Those who receive a “shengjiao” 

(divine answer) can register at the service counter of the temple 

and take the “item” home to bless their work and health in the 

coming year. Traditionally, by the next year's Lantern Festival, 

the items with added repayment will be made and sent back to 

the temple to thank the deities for their protection throughout 

the year. As the amount of repayment increases year by year, 

the fangpian turtle is getting bigger and bigger each year. 

Moreover, the large fangpian turtle weighing hundreds and 

thousands of catties will be decorated with beautiful lights and 

welcomed with a band when entering the temple, which creates 

livelier atmosphere than the Lunar New Year. In addition to 

qigui activities, the temples will hold delicacy markets and 

raffles. The government agencies will also arrange brilliant 

performances, technology lighting show and water dance show 

etc. In 2022, it was combined with the local fishing boats in 

Waian, Xiyu for the first time, and the fishing boats led the 

county government's special turtle-shaped large balloon to 

enter the venue. Because turtles symbolize good luck in 

Chinese culture, the bridge section from the turtle entering the 

fishing port also symbolized bringing good luck to Penghu. 

Furthermore, through this mode of performance, it created a 

different effect from the previous activities, symbolized a 

bumper harvest and the return of peace and blessing, and 
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Penghu’s Lantern Festival 

made the Lantern Festival in Penghu more splendid.    

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
50,000 people 

 

 

 

Light and water shows (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

Begging turtles to pray for blessings during the Lantern 

Festival (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

Lucky Throwing Activity: Throwing mochi symbolizes 

happiness, peace and completeness. (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

Creative light show with technology in Waian 

Fishing Port in 2021 (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

2022 Blessing Ceremony Lighting Event (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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4. Penghu International Bay Light Festival 

a. Festival or Event Name  Penghu International Bay Light Festival 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Penghu National Scenic Area Administration 

+886-6-921-6521 

c. Number of Years 

Festival or Event has been 

Produced 

5 years 

d. Event Dates Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday, August through November 

e. Event Descriptions  
Primary Target Audience: No specific customer 

segments 

The Penghu International Bay Light Festival started from 

2016. The Penghu National Scenic Area Administration uses 

the concepts of local humanities, industries and sustainable 

development, combined with technology, culture and marine 

elements, to create an innovative, energy-saving and 

sustainable light feast with the aim of leading the fashion of 

large-scale national light festivals. By combining different 

artistic elements such as light and shadow technology, 

painting, dance and music, and expanding the innovative 

mode of operation regarding the participation of artists, the 

festival offers a venue where domestic and foreign artists or 

light artists display their artworks, and also a travel 

experience where tourists interact with a light show. Tourists 

will be able to experience the local humanistic 

characteristics with the light show presenting a visual feast 

which blends the light art and the majestic effects of sounds 

and lights.   

The 2019 Penghu International Bay Light Festival 

achieved international success. Its light art installation, 

“Hidden Sea,” won a gold award in Pop-Ups, Display, 

Exhibit & Set Design Category of the "2019 Brisbane Design 

Awards,” and the overall planning of the light festival won a 

silver award at the “2019 Berlin Design Awards.” During the 

"2020 Penghu International Bay Lighting Festival," the theme 

light area with the theme of "Island Paradise" won a gold award 

in the "Art Event" category of the MUSE Creative Awards; 

moreover, the artworks in the Art Light District, "Turtle comes, 

Luck comes" and "Worry-free Garden," won the silver and 
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bronze awards respectively in Arts, Crafts and Ready-Made 

Design Category of the A' Design Award. These awards 

successfully enabled Penghu to achieve international fame. It is 

hoped that creative ideas and pieces of work with richer, more 

diverse, and more environmentally friendly content will be 

presented to locals and visitors, so that the tourism brand of the 

“Penghu International Bay Light Festival” will continue to shine 

bright, bringing Penghu under a global spotlight. In 2021, it was 

suspended due to COVID-19. The Penghu County Government 

expects to hold the festival in October 2022 and will change its 

name to Penghu International Lighting Art Festival. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
230,000 people 
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Penghu International Bay Light Festival 

Sea God Festival light show (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 

 

Penghu International Bay Light Festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu National 

Scenic Area Administration) 

Penghu International Bay Light Festival (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration) 
Penghu International Bay Light Festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu National Scenic 

Area Administration) 

Turtle comes, Luck comes (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 

Worry-free Garden (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 
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5. IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 

a. Festival or Event Name IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Education Department, Penghu County Government 

+886-6-927-4400 

c. Number of Years 

Festival or Event has been 

Produced 

6 years 

d. Event Dates April 

e. Event Descriptions  
Primary Target Audience: Sports enthusiasts 

The 2016 IRONMAN Taiwan took place in Penghu, 

which laid a foundation for Penghu as an “endurance sports 

island“ due to the feature of offshore islands, the special 

coastal topography and the strong humanistic atmosphere of 

the island. After three years of holding the event, the 2019 

IRONMAN Taiwan added the county name “Penghu” to its title 

to become “2019 IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu.” Besides 

enhancing the economic benefits of sports tourism of Penghu, 

the event also allows Taiwanese and international athletes to 

compete in the same venue and experience the international 

level event, with the aim of marketing “Penghu” to the world 

and making “Penghu” the most renowned triathlon mecca in 

the Asia Pacific region.  

Taiwan is the third country in Asia to hold the 

“IRONMAN” event. The event attracts more than 1,000 

domestic and foreign participants to race and travel each year, 

with an average stay in Taiwan of more than 5 days, which 

can bring the tourism value of more than 1 billion NT dollars to 

Taiwan’s Penghu.  

This race requires a total of 226km including 3.8km of 

swimming, 180km of cycling and 42.2km of running, setting a 

total time limit of 17 hours to complete. Penghu has gorgeous 

waters, winding lanes and flat roads, which has been 

recognized as a good venue by triathletes. The host town of 

Penghu has ranked as one of the top 3 in "IRONMAN 

Athletes' Choice Awards-Will Attend Next Year" for three 

consecutive years; moreover, IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu has 

been an iconic IRONMAN event in the Asia Pacific region.  
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The event has been promoted globally with the 

marketing theme, "the Island Shining in Penghu," making 

Penghu an important base for triathlons in the Asia Pacific 

region, comparable to Japan’s Miyako Islands. Furthermore, 

as a city featuring sports, tourism, recreation and sightseeing, 

Penghu has gained a reputation as "endurance sports island." 

In 2020 and 2021, it was suspended due to the 

pandemic, and it resumed on April 10, 2022. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
1,400 people 
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IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 

IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 
(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 
(Photo courtesy of Taiwan Triathlon Co., Ltd) 

IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 
(Photo courtesy of Taiwan Triathlon Co., Ltd) 

 

IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 
(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 
(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

IRONMAN Taiwan Penghu 
(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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6. Silver Anchovy Season 

a. Festival or Event Name  Silver Anchovy Season 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Baisha Township Hall- Finance Section 

+886-6-993-1001 #142 

c. Number of Years Festival 

or Event has been 

Produced 

6 years 

d. Event Dates 
June (adjusted according to the 

harvesting season of silver anchovies) 

e. Event Descriptions  Primary Target Audience: No specific customer   

segments 

Penghu has actively promoted an idea of one township 

with one characteristic in recent years. Baisha Township is a 

prosperous fishing village in Penghu, famous for silver 

anchovies. Particularly in the area of Chikan Village is the 

largest silver anchovy fishery in Penghu. The peak fishing 

season for silver anchovies is from June to October every 

year, and only in Chikan Village there are more than one 

hundred fishing boats during the heyday.    

The Silver Anchovy Season comes from the seafood 

culture Penghu county has actively promoted, which makes 

the Baisha Township Hall seize the chance to promote silver 

anchovies, the important fishery products of the township. 

Due to the traditional fishing industry introduced into the 

tourism industry and integrated with temple parades and 

delicacy markets, the fishing industry of silver anchovies 

which had been a sunset industry, had hopes of booming 

again. Moreover, the Baisha Township Hall has arranged for 

the tourists to take fishing boats to watch fishermen catching 

silver anchovies and to experience catching fish for fun, 

which helps develop leisure fisheries and promote fishery 

products. Every year, there are roughly 5,000 people 

attracted by the Silver Anchovy Season. In addition to 

effectively stimulating the local economy, the event helps 

improve the lives of fishermen, and, moreover, promotes the 

local tourism industry through activities; therefore, the 

integration of leisure agriculture and fisheries with traditional 

industries enables Baisha Township to create its local 
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characteristics and achieve the goal of sustainable 

management. 

Due to the impact of the Covid-19, the event was held 

in October in 2020, canceled in 2021, and will be held in 

August 2022. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
5,000 people 
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Silver Anchovy Season 

Silver Anchovy Season 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu Daily) 

Silver Anchovy Season (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu Daily)  

Silver Anchovy Season 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu Daily) 

Silver Anchovy Season (Photo courtesy of Penghu Daily) 

Silver Anchovy Season 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) Silver Anchovy Season 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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7.  Penghu Regatta 

a. Festival or Event Name  Penghu Regatta 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 
Penghu Sailing Association +886-6-926-7416 

c. Number of Years Festival 

or Event has been 

Produced 

10 years 

d. Event Dates June to July (for one week) 

e. Event Descriptions  
Primary Target Audience: Sports enthusiasts 

Penghu has excellent sea conditions and is the best 

county in Taiwan to promote marine sports. Penghu Regatta 

has taken place for ten consecutive years, so it is hoped that 

more sailing competitions will be promoted in Penghu. 

During the event, there are more than 40 heavy duty yachts, 

and more than 400 domestic and foreign competitors gather 

on Penghu’s sea to take part in the competition including 

races, around the island races, etc. The competition tests 

not only the participants' tacit agreement, physical strength 

and experience, but also the strategy of the yachts to choose 

a route. Moreover, with good weather during the event, the 

crew can admire the scenery in Penghu in the excitement of 

the race. Many athletes enjoy themselves in clear sea and 

blue sky, and are favorably impressed by the beauty of 

Penghu. 

The excellent sea conditions enabled Penghu to hold 

many large-scale domestic and international windsurfing 

events in the past. In recent years, Penghu has been rated 

as a 5A top designated venue for windsurfing, and the sea in 

Guanyinting Recreation Area has also been a popular 

training venue for sailing and windsurfing in Penghu. In 

future, Penghu will keep building a five-star training ground 

to train seeded and national windsurfing players. 

In 2021, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the event was postponed to October and shortened to 2 

days. It will be held in July 2022. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
3,000 people 



34 

 

  

Penghu Regatta 

Penghu Regatta (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu Sailing Association) 

Penghu Regatta (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu Sailing Association) 

Penghu Regatta (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu Sailing Association) 

Penghu Regatta (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Penghu Regatta (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu County Government) 
Penghu Regatta (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu County Government) 
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8. Penghu Kite Festival 

a. Festival or Event Name  Penghu Kite Festival 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 
Penghu county Kite Association 

c. Number of Years 

Festival or Event has been 

Produced 

6 years 

d. Event Dates September or October (for two days) 

e. Event Descriptions  
Primary Target Audience: Families, sports 

enthusiasts, and young people 

In Penghu, wind is a symbol of entering the winter 

season. Penghu is known for its strong northeastern 

monsoon.  When a northeast monsoon strengthens, this will 

affect Penghu’s transportation for outside access and cause a 

sharp decrease in the number of tourists during the winter. 

However, the residents of Penghu follow nature all their lives, 

taking advantage of the northeast monsoon to promote the 

kite flying activity. 

The first kite flying activity was organized only by the 

local kite association in 2015, and in 2017, both the Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration and the county 

government started to join with the kite association in holding 

the event. In 2020, the Penghu County Government 

cooperated with the Penghu county Kite Association to make 

the kite flying event expanded into a winter tourism event in 

Penghu. During these years, the cute and unique kite displays 

and DIY activities drew many parents and their children to the 

kite events; in addition, many good domestic contestants were 

invited to give a kite flying performance in Penghu. In 2019, 

the festival invited the contestants from a total of seven 

countries, including Germany, Japan, Switzerland, Canada, 

Malaysia, etc. to take part in the kite flying competition. 

Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2022, 

the foreign contestants' access to our country was restricted. 

However, thanks to the efforts of many organizations, many 

kite flying works by internationally renowned contestants were 

still obtained, and presented by the good domestic 

contestants on Longmen Beach in Penghu in September. 



36 

Therefore, the people of Taiwan could see the creations of 

kites from different cultures around the world. 

In 2021, due to the impact of the pandemic, it was 

suspended, and in 2022, the Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration will handle the luminous kite festival. 

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
2,000 people 
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Penghu Kite Festival 

Penghu Kite Festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu county Kite Association) 

Penghu Kite Festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu county Kite Association) 

Penghu Kite Festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu county Kite Association) 

Penghu Kite Festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu county Kite Association) 

Penghu Kite Festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu county Kite Association) 

Penghu Kite Festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu county Kite Association) 
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9. Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

a. Festival or Event Name  Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Education Department, Penghu County Government 

+886-6-927-4400 #306 

c. Number of Years 

Festival or Event has been 

Produced 

4 years 

d. Event Dates October to November (for four days) 

e. Event Descriptions  Primary Target Audience: Sports enthusiasts 

Penghu has the two most favorable conditions for 

windsurfing and kitesurfing: wind and sea. During the autumn 

and winter, the average wind speed of about 20 knots, in 

particular, makes Penghu the best place for the development 

of windsurfing, so the windsurfing and kitesurfing series has 

started to be actively promoted. Moreover, kitesurfing, the 

fastest growing water sport in recent years, has been included 

in the Youth Olympic Games (YOG). Combining elements of 

wakeboarding, tumbling, jumping, etc., kitesurfing is more 

pleasing to the eye and more versatile in terms of technique, 

standing out on the sea.  

In winter, Penghu mainly promotes "sports tourism," 

such as windsurfing, canoeing, etc., which can be combined 

with “low carbon tourism” to promote ecology, cycling, etc., so 

that Penghu is no longer limited to summer tourism, and can 

show itself to the world in a different way. With the unique 

geographical environment, Penghu is specially rated as one of 

the three world’s best five-star venues for windsurfing 

competitions. Therefore, Penghu will organize a series of 

windsurfing events during the winter in the hope of increasing 

the number of people who like to sail and improving the sailing 

techniques in the county. The 2018 RS:X Windsurfing Asian 

Championships were held in Penghu. Penghu has always 

been an important town for windsurfing in Asia. In 2019, there 

were 67 athletes from countries such as Russia, Britain, 

France, Estonia, China, etc. participating in the tournament. 

Due to the impact of the pandemic in 2020 and 2021, foreign 

players were not allowed to come. The participants were 

foreign players living in Taiwan and players from various 
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counties and cities in Taiwan. The total number of participants 

was 50 and 78 respectively. Currently, the Penghu County 

Government has been actively improving the site conditions of 

Guanyinting Recreation Area in Magong City to provide a 

better venue for water sports.  

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
1,000 people 
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Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

(Photo courtesy of the Facebook page of the event) 

Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

(Photo courtesy of the Facebook page of the event) 

Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

(Photo courtesy of the Facebook page of the event) 

Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

(Photo courtesy of China Times) 

Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing Series 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Penghu International Kitesurfing and 

Windsurfing Series (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 
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10. Swimming across the Penghu Bay 

a. Festival or Event Name   

b. Top Executive Contact 

Information 

Education Department, Penghu County Government 

+886-6-927-4400 #269 

c. Number of Years Festival 

or Event has been 

Produced 

15 years 

d. Event Dates June 

e. Event Descriptions  
Primary Target Audience: Sports enthusiasts 

Penghu is one of the famous islands in Taiwan. The 

competition of swimming across the Penghu Bay has been 

held for 18 years since 2002. Among them, 2009, 2010 and 

2017 were suspended due to climate factors. 

Although the event was suspended due to the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak in 2020 and 2021, 

swimming across the Penghu Bay, the sports event in 

Penghu, is still considered not only one of the most 

representative sports events in Taiwan, but also the longest 

distance swimming in Asia. The event will be held in August 

this year (2022). The swimming race is generally divided into 

5,000m, 2,000m and 500m categories. The purpose of the 

event is to promote the cultural connotation of the ocean in 

Penghu, and also the national sport. Through the event, the 

unique marine culture of Penghu is presented, and the 

residents’ sense of participation and honor is heightened. 

Therefore, the county magistrate always leads all 

government officials to go swimming during the race. In 

2019, Taiwan's former President Ma Ying-jeou also took part 

in the event. Furthermore, the 5,000-meter race starts by 

taking the boat to the middle of the sea, taking a leap off the 

boat and swimming to the finish line, which is the 

unprecedented way of starting the race and will give 

participants an unforgettable sea swimming experience of a 

lifetime.  

f. Recurrence Cycle  Annually 

g. Estimated Combined 

Aggregate Attendance   
2,000 people 

Swimming across the Penghu Bay 
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Swimming across the Penghu Bay 

Penghu County Magistrate Lai Feng-wei and Taiwan's 

former President Ma Ying-jeou (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

Swimming across the Penghu Bay (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

Swimming across the Penghu Bay (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

Swimming across the Penghu Bay (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 
Swimming across the Penghu Bay (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Swimming across the Penghu Bay (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu Daily) 
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Section 3.  City/Governmental Support of Festivals and Events 

The information in this section mainly demonstrates the events supported by 

government agencies and officials. 

a. Defined and Accessible Public Objectives and Support Statements for 

Festivals and Events by the City and Other Local Government Agencies  

Currently, most of the large-scale festivals and events in Penghu are organized by 

the Penghu County Government or the Penghu National Scenic Area Administration. 

The festivals and events in Penghu are rather diverse, including popular events for 

tourists, sporting events, industry-based events, etc., mostly organized by the local 

government to shape the city’s image, stimulate the tourism market and promote 

distinctive industries. The government offers necessary funding, administrative 

assistance, and human resources, integrating the local industries with tourism-related 

associations to include them in the event with sponsorship or collaboration. During the 

event, the government will usually arrange some fairs where local shops or 

communities can set up promotional booths to raise the visibility of local industries.  

The biggest and most well-known event in Penghu, the Penghu International 

Fireworks Festival and the international sporting events such as sailing, windsurfing 

and kitesurfing are currently supported and organized by the Penghu County 

Government. Moreover, the Penghu National Scenic Area Administration is a local 

government unit regarding tourism set up by Taiwan’s central government unit; as a 

legal National Scenic Areas of Taiwan, the Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration is responsible for not only promoting and marketing the tourism 

resources of Penghu, but also organizing some large-scale events such as the light 

festival and the cross-sea marathon, etc. In addition, some individual activities in 

Penghu such as beach concerts and beach running races will also be launched in 

accordance with the tourism policy of Taiwan central unit. The Penghu County 

Government cooperates well with the 

Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration. Both the government 

agencies will respectively hold different 

events in response to the seasons to 

avoid the conflict of large-scale events 

taking place in the same period, and the 

Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration will also provide funding 

support for the Penghu County 

Government to diversify to the event. 

Furthermore, in 2020, the county 

government also actively enlisted the cooperation with Walt Disney making its brand 

Marvel combined with the Penghu International Fireworks Festival for the first time. It 

Marvel-themed drone light shows and fireworks displays 

in 2020 (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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is the first international cooperation that Marvel Entertainment, LLC has got on all 

aspects of the tourism events in terms of marketing and event performances, and also 

the first step that Penghu has taken to form a cross-industry alliance in terms of tourism. 

And in 2021, it once again joined hands with the popular character "LINE FRIENDS" 

to launch themed drone technology light show and fireworks, but it ended early due to 

the pandemic. In 2022, it is the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival. This year, 

we have joined hands with LINE FRIENDS again, and launched a series of carnival 

activities to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival, including a 

retrospective exhibition of fireworks, a fireworks parade, a fireworks photography 

contest, etc., so that the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival can add another 

creative highlight. 

b. Direct Funding Support Provided to and/or Budgeted for Festivals and 

Events from the City or Other Government Agencies  

Penghu is not a wealthy city among Taiwan mainly due to its small registered 

population and part of the duty-free zone in Taiwan. In addition to the tourism industry, 

the residents are mainly engaged in the primary sector such as agriculture and 

fisheries so that the tax revenue is not as abundant as that of the major cities. 

However, Penghu is one of the most developed tourist destinations in Taiwan, having 

the best tourist reception among all the offshore islands in Taiwan. Not only the 

five-star hotel, Four Points by Sheraton but also the large duty-free store combined 

with a hotel, Ever Rich is located in Penghu. The county has as many as over 50 

medium-sized hotels and over 1000 B&Bs providing services. The county government 

also actively promotes different tourism events in response to seasonal changes and 

urban environmental conditions. Currently, the Penghu County Government spends 

about 100 million NT dollars a year organizing and marketing the event, while the 

Penghu National Scenic Area Administration spends about 300 million NT dollars. 

Furthermore, the county government will collect funds and materials from the central 

government, large corporations, or local business associations, which can raise 

roughly 15 million NT dollars annually to organize high-quality tourism events. 

For example, the Penghu International Fireworks Festival is a tourism event 

supported by the local residents. It takes the county government roughly 40 million NT 

dollars to hold the event; moreover, the central or local authorities will provide funding 

support of nearly 5 million NT dollars annually, which helps the city bring the tourism 

value of about 2.5 billion NT dollars. 
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c. In-Kind Services Support Provided to and/or Budgeted for Festivals and 

Events from the City or Other Government Agencies  

Most of the large-scale festivals and events in Penghu are organized by the 

Penghu County Government or the Penghu National Scenic Area Administration. The 

main large-scale tourism events have been held since 2003 because the China 

Airlines plane crash in 2002 seriously affected the tourism industry in Penghu. 

Therefore, the county government took the lead in holding the first Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival, and the classic sporting events such as swimming 

across the Penghu Bay subsequently emerged. From the very beginning, the 

large-scale events of Penghu were organized by the government and local industries. 

The county government has always played an important role in the promotion; until 

now, the government and local businesses and associations provide adequate 

financial or material assistance in each event to work together for the city of Penghu. 

d. Defined Role of the City in Festival and Event Approval  

At present, Penghu's large-scale celebrations are built around official events. The 

authorities take a major role of organizers or sponsors from event planning and 

preparation, fund raising, administrative operations to on-site execution. The 

large-scale events such as Penghu International Fireworks Festival, cross-sea 

marathon, swimming across the Penghu Bay and Penghu International Bay Light 

Festival, etc are all organized by the county government or the Penghu National 

Scenic Area Administration, and so on which conduct the tender process in 

accordance with the law of Taiwan and are assisted by professional event planning 

companies with services. Even professional sports events such as sailing week or kite 

boarding are subsidized by the official authorities and any shortfall is raised 

separately by the organizing association. Even the professional sporting events such 

as sailing or kitesurfing, etc. are also subsidized by the official authorities, and any 

shortfall is raised separately by the host association. 

The 20th anniversary parade of the fireworks festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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e. City-Provided Festival and Event Process Coordination and Assistance 

Systems  

The Penghu County Government has set up a Tourism Department responsible 

for organizing large-scale tourism events, and an Education Department responsible 

for organizing sporting events. In addition, the Tourism Department is also responsible 

for providing funding and administrative assistance for the associations and 

organizations holding festivals and 

events, and actively assisting in 

the development of major festivals 

and events in order to promote 

them in Penghu County. If hosting 

the event, the authorities will first 

plan and raise funds, and, 

according to the law of Taiwan, will 

conduct procurement activities to 

purchase or lease the necessary 

items for the event, including 

stage sound systems, pyrotechnic 

ammunition, insurance, health care arrangements, application for audio-visual 

broadcasting rights, and on-site equipment (such as tents, tables, chairs, and fences). 

The professional event planning company is usually entrusted with assisting in the 

event execution and promotion. Moreover, the 

authorities are responsible for integrating 

tourism practitioners and associations into the 

event execution and assisting them to apply for 

the right to use venues and roads, which makes 

them more relaxed throughout the event 

execution. Furthermore, public transportation in 

Penghu County, such as inter-island ferries, 

buses, and sightseeing buses are operated or 

managed by the county government that can 

provide maximum assistance in the shuttle 

service. The county government also helps 

vendors to apply for stalls around the venue, planning legal markets to sell snacks or 

local specialties, and creating more business opportunities for the local economy. 

 

 

 

Night market during the Fireworks 

Festival (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 
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Medical station set up at the site of the 

fireworks festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu County Government) 

 

 

Moreover, the non-profit corporations or associations in the county holding 

festivals and events can apply for financial and administrative assistance from the 

county government through a written 

plan, including venue arrangements, 

transportation planning, VIP invitations, 

medical resources, and promotion and 

marketing through the official media, etc. 

The countywide fun event such as the 

Lantern Festival will be held by almost 

all the large temples and religious 

associations in Penghu. There are 

different festivities all over Penghu 

during three days of the Lantern Festival. 

The Penghu County Government and 

the Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration will not only provide funds to sponsor the temple holding the Lantern 

Festival, but also arrange additional entertainment programs to add fun and 

excitement to the event. In addition, they will provide a free shuttle service for visitors 

and assist in the integration and promotion of information on the county's Lantern 

Buses and ferries in Penghu County (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Shuttle buses 
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The removal of garbage at the site of the fireworks festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Festival activities to make visitors gain the information more easily. 

Furthermore, the event venue cleaning service in Penghu County is provided by 

the Township Office of the Penghu County Government. Usually, the organizer only 

needs to make a simple application and pay a low application fee (generally under 

3,000 NT dollars) to apply for the waste removal service. The official waste collection 

vehicle will carry the waste produced at event site to a designated location for 

disposal. 

 

 

f. Participation in Official Capacity by City Department Representatives on 

Boards and Planning Committees of Local Festivals and Events  

The highest official representative of Penghu is the county magistrate invited to 

attend almost every major event in the county to show the attention of the county 

government to the event. Even if the county magistrate is unable to attend due to 

official duties, a representative of the county government, usually the deputy 

magistrate or the secretary-general and sometimes a representative of the head of 

each bureau, will attend to pay their respects. For example, every year, the county 

magistrate leads all government officials to take part in the “swimming across the 

Penghu Bay” event. In addition, members of the Penghu County Council are also very 

supportive of the various events held in the county. Moreover, Penghu is divided into 

many electoral districts; one or two representatives from each district will usually 

attend the festivals and events in their respective districts. For example, the councilor 

of Baisha Township will definitely attend the Silver Anchovy Season held in the same 

Township.  

The county magistrate and district councilors must attend the large-scale events, 

such as Penghu International Fireworks Festival, Penghu International Bay Light 

Festival, Penghu’s Lantern Festival, etc; usually the representatives of local 

associations, businesses and chambers of commerce will also attend to show 

support.  
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g. Local Laws, Ordinances, Regulations, Permits and Policies Impacting and 

Supportive of Festivals and Events  

Penghu County welcomes and supports 

all kinds of festivals and events. There are 

certain criteria in the relevant laws and 

administrative regulations to ensure a better 

system in organizing activities. These norms 

can be categorized into four aspects: 

transportation, environmental protection, 

security maintenance, and financial 

assistance.  

Penghu County Magistrate Lai Feng-wei and County Council Speaker Liu 

Chen Zhao-ling attended the Penghu International Fireworks Festival. 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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The clean-up of beaches after the fireworks display 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Transportation: The road 

traffic management in Penghu 

is mainly handled by the Police 

Bureau, Penghu County 

Government which has a 

traffic police brigade to 

control vehicles and road 

traffic safety, to actively 

assist in the planning of 

traffic lanes, parking control, police dispatching, etc. for major official festive 

events and to help the organizers maintain good traffic order. Usually 50 to 

100 meters around the venue will be designated as a pedestrian zone. 

People will be fined for failing to follow the prescribed traffic lanes or to park 

in a designated parking area during the event, which is based on nationwide 

traffic regulations. In addition, special traffic control needs during the event will be 

reported in a monthly road traffic safety meeting. 

Environmental protection: 

The large-scale events in 

Penghu are generally held in 

parks or plazas where 

residents do daily leisure 

activities; therefore, it is 

important to do the pre-event 

venue arrangement and 

post-event venue cleaning, 

which is related to residents’ 

right to leisure. The organizer 

will be required to apply for a 

rubbish removal service before the event and clean up all the waste in the venue 

immediately after the event; otherwise, whether organizers are the authorities or not, 

they will be fined by the Environmental Protection Bureau, Penghu County 

Government. In addition, the organizers must remove the large stage and audio 

equipment set up during the event within a certain period of time, usually depending 

on the site restoration plan proposed during the event preparation. The venue 

management agency will assess the time required for the organizer to remove the 

stage equipment and propose specifications; it is generally three to five days after the 

event that the entire venue must be completed cleaning up.  
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The counting of ammunition and safety 

inspection before the fireworks display  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County 

Government) 

Security maintenance: Event security 

includes on-site policing, the protection of 

VIP attendance, fireworks safety, and 

emergency evacuation planning. Usually, 

event organizers are asked to present a 

security maintenance plan reviewed by the 

Police Bureau, Fire Bureau, and Tourism 

Department before the event. The Police 

Bureau is responsible for the policing of 

venues, VIP security, and emergency 

evacuation; people who violate safety 

regulations are subject to fines and even 

detention under the “Social Order 

Maintenance Act.” Moreover, the Fire 

Bureau mainly regulates fireworks safety 

and water rescue, including the storage and 

inventory of ammunition prior to the firework 

display and the safety inspection after the 

display to check for residual pyrotechnic 

ammunition. The Penghu County Government is one of the most professional 

organizations in Taiwan letting off a firework at sea, with the record for more than 50 

fireworks displays in a year in the county. Both the organization responsible for letting 

off fireworks and the Fire Bureau are familiar with the safety control work of firework 

displays. Furthermore, the rules for noise management at event venues are imposed 

under the Noise Control Act and the Social Order Maintenance Act established by the 

Taiwan central government.  

Financial assistance: Aware of the limited official power, the Penghu County 

Government places importance on the cooperation with the community and 

associations, which contributes to more diverse tourism events in the county. 

Therefore, the Penghu County Government actively subsidizes private associations 

organizing various festivals and events, such as the earliest Penghu Kite Festival, 

sailing events, windsurfing and kitesurfing events, etc. which are all subsidized by the 

county government and has gradually become large-scale events. The county 

government also makes administrative regulations on the subsidies for the 

association holding an event, providing financial subsidies for different types and 

sizes of events, in the hope of promoting the diversification of festive events.  
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Drone light shows (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

The islander's daily beach cleanups (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

h. Green Initiatives  

Penghu is a tourist island that relies heavily on the natural environment, especially 

the marine resources which are the most important resources in Penghu. We often 

incorporate environmental awareness into our events. In addition to waste sorting at 

the event venue, the county government also actively promotes the public and event 

organizers to bring their own 

cutlery, and directs the people 

and event staff (including the 

police and firefighters) to order 

from restaurants that provide 

reusable cutlery. Moreover, the 

event is combined with the beach 

cleanup. For example, the 

Penghu International Fireworks 

Festival promotes the clean-up of 

beaches around the event area 

led by the staff the next day after 

each event to preserve the coastal environment. Furthermore, the Penghu County 

Government actively promotes eco-friendly hotels and provides special information on 

eco-friendly hotels on the website to encourage people to stay in such hotels. The 

Environmental Protection Bureau, Penghu County Government will also set up a 

promotion booth at the event venue and offer people prizes to promote and 

strengthen the knowledge of environmental protection.   

Known for the firework display, Penghu has been gradually affected by 

environmental issues in recent years. In 2019, we first replaced partial time of 

fireworks show with the light performance by 

drones and reduced the amount of pyrotechnic 

ammunition. Such ingenious design has been 

praised by many people for reducing the impact 

of pyrotechnics on the environment. Since then, 

the drone light show has also become a fixed 

item of the Penghu International Fireworks 

Festival, which streamlines the pyrotechnic 

ammunition while maintaining the excitement of 

the event. 
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Penghu has been actively promoting an image 

of the low-carbon green energy island by setting 

up not only electric scooter charging stations in 

the urban area to encourage tourists to ride 

electric scooters but also aesthetic and functional 

solar panels in the marina to show Penghu’s love 

for the environment to tourists. In addition, 

Penghu conducts large-scale beach cleaning 

activities in conjunction with the event, encouraging participation by locals, visitors, 

and even government officials to protect the beautiful marine resources of the Penghu 

Bay. Since 2019, Penghu has been actively engaged in beach cleaning activities. As 

of mid-June this year, more than 40,000 people have been mobilized to remove 

marine debris. A total of 761 beach cleanups were completed, with a total length of 

438.1 kilometers and a total of 616,400 kilograms of debris removed.  

  

Solar power (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

Electric scooter charging stations (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Beach cleaning activities  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 
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Furthermore, Penghu has actively 

promoted green tourism not only by 

improving the bicycle lanes but also 

building a wind park in accordance with 

the climate characteristics of Penghu. 

The huge wind turbine has become one 

of the famous spots in Penghu and a 

must-see route for coastal bike rides. The 

tourists are also encouraged to walk 

instead of riding scooters or driving on 

some roads in Penghu. For example, the walking tour in Magong City has been 

organized by the Penghu County Government training professional tour guides to 

take the visitors on a free tour of the old town of Magong.   

i. City Provided Festival and Event Training Programs  

At present, the process of organizing Penghu's festivals and events mainly 

focuses on a professional training in laws and regulations. The procedures for 

organizing the event require the procurement of services and property in accordance 

with the Government Procurement Act, so the Penghu County Government offers 

courses to train procurement professionals. These courses usually provide 70 hours 

of training for public officers, which must be completed after a written test to carry out 

procurement in conjunction with the festivals and events. 

 

  

The training for procurement professionals 

(Photo courtesy of Union Construction 

Development Foundation) 

The training for tour guides 
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Moreover, in order to increase the additional benefits of festivals and events, the 

Penghu County Government offers courses to train tour guides, mostly current 

tourism practitioners. During the training period, the county government will arrange 

different themes and areas, such as cultural tours and the tour of battlefields. The 

trainees are required to attend courses on different themes arranged by the 

government and obtain an official certificate after an oral examination. Afterwards, 

they will be arranged to take the registered visitors on a guided tour during the festive 

events or tourist season.  

j. Direct Industry Involvement / Memberships by Any of the Above 

As mentioned previously, the organizers of the current big events are mainly the 

Penghu County Government and the Penghu National Scenic Area Administration. 

The Tourism Department, Education Department, Police Bureau, Fire Bureau, and 

the Recreation Section of the Penghu National Scenic Area Administration are 

primarily responsible for event execution. At the same time, the government will also 

cooperate with local industries and associations to make cross-industry alliances, 

such as the cooperation with the business district development association of Magong 

City to hold a fair during the fireworks festival or the cooperation with hotels in the 

county to provide exclusive accommodation discounts. 

Furthermore, in 2020, the county government successfully enlisted the 

cooperation between the Penghu International Fireworks Festival and Disney’s 

Marvel Comics. A new image of the fireworks festival was created with the 

combination of Marvel characters and fireworks. Marvel is one of the most popular 

brands of the Walt Disney Company, including the characters such as Iron Man, 

Captain America, Black Widow, Captain Marvel, Black Panther, etc. which have 

always been loved by a lot of fans. This was the first time that Marvel Entertainment, 

LLC had developed cooperation in tourism events to create a firework show combined 

with Marvel characters. In addition to the Marvel’s authorization for the main visual 

design and promotion, and planning a Marvel theme special. The Penghu County 

Government combined drones with fireworks to create Marvel characters, brought 

people a fresh feeling and created a high popularity for the Penghu International 

Fireworks Festival.  

In 2021, it was exclusively co-branded with the classic star characters of LINE 

FRIENDS. LINE is one of the brands that Asian people are closest to in daily life. 

Since the brand launched its mobile communication software in 2011, with the mission 

of "bringing the distance between you and me", the Penghu International Fireworks 

Festival has hoped that through this cooperation opportunity, the fireworks festival can 

enter the daily life of tourists, simultaneously planning the tea service. The county 

government cooperated with the merchants to offer free tea to tourists in Penghu, 

providing better services for tourists. Its characters such as Xiong Da, Tutu, Leonard, 



56 

Sally, etc. combined with local characteristics, changed into summer festival 

costumes, and enjoyed the joyful festive atmosphere with tourists in the brilliant 

fireworks. In 2021, the scale was larger than before. The LINE FRIENDS themed 

special show at Guanyinting Recreation Area would feature 400 drones. In addition to 

the LINE FRIENDS themed drone technology light show and fireworks shows, the 

co-branded products would also be launched, but the festival ended early due to the 

impact of the epidemic. In 2022, it is the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival. In 

addition to working with LINE FRIENDS again, we have launched a series of carnival 

events to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival. 
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Section 4.  Non-Governmental Community Support of Festivals and Events 

a. Volunteer Involvement 

Currently, the event manpower in 

Penghu County is mostly the staff from 

government agencies or temporary workers 

from professional event companies.  

Volunteer training is not a major item of 

festive work in Penghu. The volunteers for 

festivals and events are mainly trained by 

the Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration. The training includes public 

services, guided tours, knowledge of local tourism resources, and knowledge of 

ecological resources in Penghu, which totals at least 28 hours of volunteer service. 

They usually receive tourists at tourist attractions and the airport; if a lot of manpower 

is required during festivals and events, they will also join in them to serve tourists. As 

of the end of March 2018, the total number of volunteer workers for tourism events in 

Penghu was 61. 

b. Sponsorship Support  

Penghu's festivals and events are generally supported by local companies and 

businesses providing relevant funding, supplies, or marketing assistance. Both Four 

Points by Sheraton Penghu, a local five-star hotel, and Ever Rich, a famous 

duty-free retailer, are the main corporate sponsors of events, providing not 

only discounted rooms but also cash sponsorship. Moreover, Shin Kong L i fe,  

a well-known life insurance company in Taiwan, mainly provides funding for events in 

Penghu. Because the access to Penghu relies on traveling by boat and by air, the 

airlines and shipping companies are usually one of the event sponsors. They will 

cooperate with the county government to advertise, provide funding or supplies, and 

even add flights for big events of the county government. Furthermore, despite small 

organizations, the county associations 

and chambers of commerce provide 

relevant funding or supplies during the 

events.  

The 10 most prominent corporate 

sponsors in the festive market of 

Penghu are listed below:  

Ever Rich- Ever Rich is currently 

the largest duty-free retailer in 

Taiwan, including the shops in 
The event sponsored by Ever Rich 

Volunteer training 
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airports, ports and even urban areas, and some affiliates such as department 

stores, restaurants and hotels. At present, in addition to the duty-free shop in Penghu 

Airport, Ever Rich has established, most importantly, a large hotel called Discovery 

Hotel, and a duty-free shopping mall called Profond Pier 3 in the urban area. Every 

year, it will sponsor the event in the name of Profond Pier 3 and Discovery Hotel by 

providing funding and free accommodation coupons to promote the festivals and 

events in Penghu and increase public participation. 

Four Points by Sheraton Penghu – 

As the hotel chain of Marriott 

International, Inc. and the only 

five-star hotel in Penghu, Four Points 

by Sheraton Penghu combines 

lodging, food and beverage services 

and conference services to provide 

tourists with high-end enjoyment. 

Since its establishment, it has been 

enthusiastically supporting various 

festivals and events organized by the 

Penghu County Government, offering 

discounts on indoor venue rental for press conferences, a raffle for accommodation 

coupons, event funding, etc. 

Shin Kong Li fe  – Shin Kong Li fe is  a we l l -known insurance company in 

Taiwan. Every year, it sponsors the Penghu International Fireworks Festival for one 

event including a 90-minute stage performance, a 10-minute fireworks display and 

drone shows. 

Argo Yacht Club – Penghu is an ocean city, having a special marina currently 

operated by Argo Yacht Club through the BOT model. It provides cash sponsorship 

primarily during major official events and, moreover, event venues during marine 

sports events, such as the place for contestants to register and to moor boats during 

the Penghu Regatta event. 

Mandarin Airlines – This is one of the two existing airlines in Penghu. It usually 

sponsors festivals and events by offering a raffle for free Taiwan-Penghu round-trip 

tickets to increase public participation, and giving the in-flight magazine advertising in 

conjunction with the event. 

UNI Air – It usually sponsors festivals and events by offering a raffle for free 

Taiwan-Penghu round-trip tickets to increase public participation, and giving the 

in-flight magazine advertising in conjunction with events and, moreover, the EVA Air 

magazine advertising in conjunction with large-scale events. 

Family Mart – It is the leading convenience store industry in Taiwan, with more than 

3,000 stores in Taiwan, selling food, daily necessities, books and magazines, etc. In 

The event sponsored by Four Points by Sheraton  
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the past two years, Family Mart has been actively cooperating with the Penghu 

County Government. In addition to selling Penghu products such as cactus flavored 

ice cream (Penghu is rich in cacti), it also sells event souvenirs to enhance the 

visibility of the event brand and economic benefits for Penghu. 

Penghu Association of Travel Agents – Tourism is the main industry in Penghu. 

The association of travel agents is composed of travel agents, and will usually 

sponsor major official festivals and events by providing travel vouchers or cash. 

Penghu County Hotel Association – This hotel association is a guild composed of 

the hotels in Penghu County. The members of the association will cooperate to 

sponsor major official festivals and events by providing accommodation vouchers or 

cash; Tourists can stay at a designated member hotel for the duration of the event. 

Penghu County Lodging Association – This lodging association is a guild 

composed of the B&Bs in Penghu County. There are more than 800 B&Bs in Penghu; 

their power of cooperation cannot be underestimated. The members of the 

association usually cooperate to sponsor major official festivals and events by 

providing accommodation vouchers; Tourists can stay at a designated member B&B 

for the duration of the event. 

 

c. Media Support  

Currently, the mainstream media in Penghu is mainly local media and also 

supported by national media such as TTV, CTS, EBC, SET, etc. There are three types 

of information transmission, audio-visual media, digital media, and newspapers. A 

press conference will be held at the major festivals and events in Penghu and the 

media will be invited to help disseminate event information. During the events, the 

organizers also continue to issue press releases to promote tourism events, post 

messages on FB and blogs, and invite Internet celebrities to do the promotion. The 

current list of the main media in Penghu is as follows: 

Discovery Hotel during the fireworks 

festival (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

 

Four Points by Sheraton Penghu during 

the fireworks festival (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu County Government) 
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The press conference on the Penghu International Fireworks Festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

No. Name No. Name No. Name 

1 
Taiwan Television 

Enterprise Ltd. 
11 Youth Daily News 21 China Times 

2 
China Television 

Company, Ltd. 
12 

Penghu Daily 

Newsletter 
22 

Central News 

Agency 

3 
Chinese Television 

System Inc. 
13 Taiwan News Daily 23 Apple Daily 

4 Formosa TV 14 
Penghu Cable TV 

Co., Ltd. 
24 Liberty Times 

5 

Eastern 

Broadcasting Co., 

Ltd. 
15 Real Daily   

6 
Sanlih E-Television 

Inc. 
16 Penghu Times   

7 ETtoday 17 Penghu Daily   

8 
Next TV 

Broadcasting Ltd. 
18 Beautiful Bays News   

9 
New Tang Dynasty 

Television 
19 

UFO Broadcasting 

Co., Ltd. 
  

10 Taiwan Times 20 
Happy Broadcasting  

Co., Ltd. 
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d. Chamber of Commerce / Convention & Visitors Bureau Support 

Currently, the events organized in Penghu will require the cooperation among 

chambers of commerce in the county. More importantly, Penghu has many islands; 

usually the festive events will be combined with the surrounding tourism, so the 

cooperation with the related associations such as tour buses, ferries and yachts, and 

tour guides is relatively important. For example, the Penghu International Fireworks 

Festival is arranged to hold in the affiliated islands of Penghu such as Qimei Island, 

Wangan Island and Jibei Island; therefore, the association of ferries and yachts will 

coordinate various ship operators in the county to control ticket prices and to build 

safety awareness on board ship, and ensure that tourists can get ferry services at 

reasonable prices during festivals and events. Furthermore, as the chaos on 

the roads is caused by the tour buses gathering with a large number of tour groups, 

the association of bus for tourists will also help coordinate the fixed parking areas for 

tour bus drivers as well as pick-up and drop-off locations. 

No. Name 

1 Taiwan Association of Travel Agents 

2 Penghu Association of Travel Agents  

3 Penghu County Hotel Association 

4 Penghu Association of Bus for Tourists 

5 Penghu Association of Microbus Rental 

6 Penghu Association of Scooter Rental 

7 Penghu Association of Ferries and Yachts 

8 Penghu Labor Union of Tourism Services  

9 Penghu Labor Union of Tour Guide Services 

10 Penghu Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Shuttle bus services (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

Ferry services (Photo courtesy of Baisha 

Township Hall, Penghu County) 



62 

e. Downtown Associations  

Tourism is the main industry in Penghu. Currently, the two main chambers of 

commerce are Penghu Chamber of Commerce and Magong Tourism Commercial 

District Promotion Association. Because Penghu relies heavily on tourism revenue, 

organizing official festivals and events always receives a lot of support. For example, 

many downtown businesses will actively help promote events, hang event posters or 

propose additional fireworks viewing plans, such as watching the fireworks at sea by 

boat or providing people with fluorescent SUP boards to float on the sea and watch a 

firework display, thus creating a different kind of festive fun.  

In addition, during the cross-sea marathon, many businesses in Penghu also 

show their support for the event by setting up aid stations along the route and 

providing the runners with local snacks, so that they can enjoy the classic Penghu 

food and experience the warm hospitality while running and enjoying the beauty of 

Penghu. 

 

 

 

 

  

Local community support of Penghu's 

Lantern Festival (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea 

Marathon Aid Station (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

Gaillardia Islands Penghu Cross-sea 

Marathon Aid Station (Photo courtesy of 

Central News Agency) 

A fireworks parade in the commercial district 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 



63 

f. Organizations to Assist Individuals with Disabilities  

The main description of organizations to assist individuals with disabilities during 

festivals and events in Penghu is as follows:  

1. Huimin Opportunity Center affiliated to St. Camillus Hospital: The service targets 

are people under 45 years old with profound, severe, or moderate disabilities, 

including intellectual disabilities, learning disabilities, challenging behaviors, 

emotional disturbances, cerebral palsy and multiple disorders. 

2. Penghu County LE PONT Home handled by the Syin-Lu Social Welfare 

Foundation entrusted by the Penghu County Government: The service targets are 

people (generally above the age of 18 and preferentially above the age of 35) with 

intellectual disabilities or multiple disabilities (including mental retardation) who are 

domiciled in the county and have a disability certificate (handbook) issued by the 

county or people with disabilities in need of urgent protection.  

3. Penghu Disabled Welfare and Services Center: The service targets are people 

with various types of disabilities.   

4. Moreover, the organizer will ask the Penghu County’s Public Health Bureau to set 

up a medical station at the event venue, and will also establish a zone for people 

with disabilities, so that the disabled can sit comfortably and enjoy the 

performance of the event. 

g. Local Event Cooperatives 

The most common thing in 

Penghu is that during the event, 

local chamber of commerce will 

usually apply for the right of ways 

to set up stalls around the event 

venue. The most famous one is a 

night market during the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival, 

which lasts for two and a half 

months and welcomes 500,000 

visitors to the festival. Moreover, the 

relevant chambers of commerce will 

also set up stalls during sporting events, such as swimming across the Penghu Bay 

and the cross-sea marathon.  

Furthermore, Social Affairs Department, Penghu County Government will assist 

the local women from disadvantaged families to set up charity markets and sell charity 

goods, combining the event with charity.  

  

The market stalls during the event (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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During the religious events such 

as the Lantern Festival, temples will 

usually hold the activities of worshiping 

the deities in conjunction with the 

festival. For example, both “Wujiao” (a 

temple parade) and “temple umbrella 

dancing,” the most famous activities in 

Penghu, are very typical of traditional 

culture of Taiwan's religion and are 

rather prosperous in the local place. 

After all, Penghu is the county with the 

largest number of temples in Taiwan. Therefore, during the Lantern Festival, Penghu 

Wujiao teams will definitely attend the festival as a token of respect to the deities and 

bring a pleasant surprise to the visitors at night. 

 

 

 

h. Sports Commissions  

Penghu has rather diverse sporting 

events, including beach volleyball, sailing, 

windsurfing, kitesurfing, and other water 

sports. Currently, the main sports commission 

in Penghu County is the Penghu Sports 

Association which will assist the Penghu 

County government to organize some of the 

county's smaller sporting events, such as 

community basketball or volleyball tournaments. Moreover, the Penghu Sailing 

Association mainly promoting large-scale sporting events in Penghu is responsible for 

promoting Penghu Regatta and Penghu International Kitesurfing and Windsurfing 

Traditional culture of Penghu's religion – 

temple parades (Photo courtesy of 

Wujiao Association) 

 

Traditional culture of Penghu's religion – 

temple umbrella dancing (Photo courtesy 

of Wujiao Association) 

A night market during the Lantern Festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Beach volleyball match at Penghu 
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Series. Furthermore, in 2019, the shipping 

route between Penghu and China’s Xiamen 

reopened; the Penghu Sailing Association 

launched the Taiwan Strait Regatta and 

International Invitational Regatta in 2019, and has 

been actively promoting sailing, kitesurfing, and 

windsurfing. 

The Penghu 

County Government’s Education Department 

also actively promotes local sports events, 

such as triathlon and swimming across the 

Penghu Bay. Although affected by the 

pandemic in 2020 and 2021, these activities 

were somewhat suspended or terminated. In 

2022, after the haze of the pandemic has 

passed, Penghu will resume the grand 

occasion of marine sports events. 

i. Educational Institution Support 

Penghu currently has a high school (National 

Magong High School), a vocational high school 

(National Penghu Marine & Fishery Vocational 

High School), a university (National Penghu 

University of Science and Technology), 14 

middle schools, 37 primary schools and 27 

kindergartens. The fireworks festival and other 

activities will also invite students to perform live. 

Moreover, National Penghu University of 

Science and Technology has the Department of 

Tourism and Leisure and the Department of 

Marine Recreation which often provide 

professional advice on official events and assist 

the authorities to conduct analysis of visitor 

behavior. Furthermore, because having its 

self-developed products, National Penghu 

University of Science and Technology will 

sponsor the official festivals and events by 

providing them.  

 

 

Kitesurfing in Penghu 

Windsurfing in Penghu 

National Penghu Marine & Fishery 

Vocational High School Street Dance 

Club Performance (Photo courtesy of 

Penghu County Government) 
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j. Special Incentives/Discounts Provided to Festivals and Events by Local 

Venues 

It is generally during the festivals and events that people flock to Penghu, so a lot 

of local businesses will offer package deals. For example, many B&Bs will offer 

special discounted rates for accommodation plus airline and ferry tickets; the hotels 

will also offer early bird rates to encourage guests to book early for the duration of the 

event. 

In addition, the Penghu International Fireworks Festival has a long-standing 

reputation in Taiwan; therefore, many travel agencies will design tour packages and 

promote tour itineraries by combining the Firework Festival and classic Itineraries in 

Penghu, which attracts more tourists visiting Penghu and expands the benefits of 

festivals and events. 

k. Access to Industry Suppliers in the Local Market 

The event-related industry suppliers in Penghu currently offer services including 

lighting, audio electronics, stage, event design and planning, telecommunication 

equipment, fireworks, tents, tables and chairs, and other hardware facilities, which are 

enough to meet the needs of official or private events. Moreover, Penghu is a 

duty-free zone; therefore, many event planning companies in Taiwan will go to 

Penghu to set up branches or new companies to host festivals and events in Penghu 

at low prices. Usually, the companies that want to host official festivals and events 

must participate in the official tenders under the Government Procurement Act before 

legally hosting official events. 

Furthermore, Taiwan has the highest density of convenience stores. Penghu, a 

small island, has a convenience store almost every 500 meters in the urban area. The 

convenience stores in Taiwan are definitely one of the best in the world in terms of 

services, providing not only express delivery, retail, hot meals and cold beverages, but 

also 24-hour service. ATM and prepaid cards are also available in every convenience 

store, and tourists can go to telecom companies for telecom services. Furthermore, if 

tourists need the postal or express courier service, the post offices and express 

couriers in Penghu will assist them to send their things to the world. 

Skincare products made from sea grapeps  

(Photo courtesy of National Penghu University of Science and Technology) 
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Penghu Family Mart Convenience Store 
 

 

l. Direct Industry Involvement / Memberships by Any of the Above 

The tourism industry in Penghu is very prosperous; most importantly, the 

associations formed by various tourism industries work closely with the authorities 

and are coordinators, sponsors, or consultants of official events. For example, in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic in recent years, the county government has 

been worried about the handling of the Penghu International Fireworks Festival. 

Therefore, it held a large-scale meeting, inviting representatives from all the industries 

in Penghu to discuss the coping strategies. Whether the festivals and events in 

Penghu are held by the public or private sector, they are all closely related to the 

industries. 

   

  

A crowd during the fireworks festival 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County 

Government) 

Crowds at the fireworks festival (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Magong City, Penghu 
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Section 5.  COVID-19 Pandemic Support of Festivals and Events 

a. Direct Funding Support Provided to Festivals and Events from the City or 

Other Government Funds to Help Support the Financial Health of Local 

Festivals and Events 

The tourism industry plays a pivotal role in the economic development of 

Penghu. Penghu's large-scale celebrations are all based on official activities. The 

county government invests hundreds of millions of funds every year to organize 

various festivals, hoping to drive the flow of people in the city and build a program 

image. For example, the Penghu International Fireworks Festival sponsored by 

the Penghu County Government has become the biggest tourist event that tourists 

look forward to every year since 2003. Although affected by the outbreak of 

COVID-19 in China in 2021, the fireworks festival ended ahead of schedule, but 

2022 coincides with the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival. The Penghu 

County Government has actively invested more than NT$50 million to join hands 

with LINE FRIENDS to continue in-depth cooperation, with the goal of "Wonderful 

and Sustainable Bloom" as the main axis, launched themed drone technology light 

shows and bright fireworks shows, combined with a series of activities to celebrate 

the 20th anniversary of fireworks, including fireworks commemorative 

retrospectives, fireworks parades, fireworks photography competitions, etc. In 

addition, the Penghu National Scenic Area Administration, as the central 

government unit responsible for promoting local tourism in Penghu, has also 

invested tens of millions of Taiwan dollars in concerts, road running activities, 

bicycle activities, etc. Although the global pandemic continues to heat up, the 

Penghu County Government still invests a lot of government funds, adhering to 

the synchronization of epidemic prevention and economic development. The 

government continues to promote the most representative festivals in Penghu, 

bringing a large crowd of tourists and considerable economic output value to the 

city. 

b. In-Kind Services Support Provided to Festivals and Events from the City or 

Other Government Agencies to Help Support the Financial Health of Local 

Festivals and Events 

Since 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic has continued to spread until now. The 

Penghu County Government has always handled various festivals with an open 

mind and a cautious attitude in accordance with the regulations of the Central 

Epidemic Command Center. In addition to continuing to invest funds in various 

large-scale events, such as the Penghu International Fireworks Festival, the 

Penghu Chasing the Wind Concert, road running events in Penghu, triathlons, 

sailing and windsurfing competitions, the county government has also invested a 

lot of public service resources, including the police force to provide public security 
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patrols, the safety control of epidemic prevention inspection stations, the fire 

protection personnel to provide emergency rescue, and the medical personnel to 

provide epidemic prevention screening, isolation care, etc., to ensure that the 

festival activities can be carried out smoothly and safely. During the event, the 

Penghu County Government worked hand-in-hand with tourism industry operators 

to maintain close contact and revise the county's tourism and epidemic prevention 

actions in a timely manner, and called on operators to do a good job in epidemic 

prevention, strengthen daily clearance of public areas, and actively promote the 

central government's epidemic prevention regulations. At the same time, it also 

advocated the correct concept of epidemic prevention through all the publicity 

channels of the county government, and did a good job in self-health management 

to ensure travel with peace of mind. In 2020, there were no infected people in 

Penghu County, and in 2021, there were fewer than a hundred infected people, 

making it a model of epidemic prevention in Taiwan. The Taiwan central 

government has also invested a lot of manpower and material resources in 

domestic epidemic prevention, including setting up a national team dedicated to 

manufacturing masks to ensure sufficient masks, promoting rapid screening tests 

and the popularization of vaccines, building a safe and peaceful social 

environment, and providing the stable space to develop large-scale festivals and 

events. For the sake of epidemic prevention and safety, the county government 

has set up quick screening stations and infrared thermometers at airports and 

ports to ensure the health of inbound residents. 

 

 

  

The national mask team accelerates production. The schoolchildren in Penghu are vaccinated. 
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c. Support Provided by Festivals and Events to Help with Community 

Awareness/Protection 

"Penghu International Fireworks 

Festival" is the most iconic and 

large-scale tourism event in Penghu, 

bringing hundreds of thousands of 

tourists to Penghu every year. Even 

though the COVID-19 pandemic in 

Taiwan has affected the international 

tourism market, the epidemic 

situation in Taiwan is relatively stable. In 

2021, the Penghu County Government still 

held seven fireworks shows, attracting 

nearly 140,000 visitors in just 20 days. Due 

to the sudden outbreak of the epidemic, the 

Penghu County Government cooperated 

with the central policy to suspend the 2021 

fireworks festival. The central epidemic 

prevention regulations are mainly to 

suspend outdoor gatherings of more than 

500 people and indoor gatherings of more 

than 100 people. All gatherings must be implemented to ensure that people 

maintain social distance or wear masks throughout the process, use the seat 

partitions, and take measures such as contact tracing, temperature measurement, 

alcohol disinfection, crowd control, the limitation of the total number of people at 

the venue, and the planning of traffic flow. With the continuation of the epidemic 

prevention alert, the Penghu County Government has judged that the 

development of the pandemic may not be quickly subsided, and has called on the 

tourism industry to join hands with the county government to strictly guard the 

epidemic prevention front and jointly safeguard the safety of the residents of 

Penghu. 

This year is the 20th anniversary of the fireworks festival. In order to celebrate 

the 20th anniversary of fireworks, the Penghu County Government has carefully 

planned and expanded a series of exciting and interesting activities. In addition to 

the dazzling fireworks, innovative drone technology light shows and wonderful 

stage performances, it also designed and developed a series of commemorative 

products, with a variety of products for tourists to choose from. During the event, 

the domestic epidemic situation increased, and the overall number of tourists 

decreased. However, the Penghu County Government continued to cooperate 

with the central epidemic prevention policy, actively promoted epidemic 

prevention measures at the event site, called on the public to wash their hands 

Airports and ports provide rapid screening 

tests for inbound passengers. 
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frequently, to wear masks, and to download the epidemic prevention APP 

developed by the Taiwan Central Government and Taiwan AI Labs to allow users 

to instantly grasp the contact situation with confirmed patients and reduce the 

spread of the epidemic. In addition, several special fireworks viewing spots were 

recommended, including Magong Jinguitou Fortress Cultural Park, Chongguang 

Seawall, Xiyu Chima Security Checkpoint, Magong Third Fishing Harbor and 

Anshan Fishing Port, etc., which could effectively divert crowds and reduce the 

risk of clustering. Each event was also broadcast live, so that people could enjoy 

the beauty and shock of the Penghu International Fireworks Festival at home. 

Other festivals and events also actively cooperate with the central government's 

epidemic prevention policy. At present, Taiwan's epidemic prevention is a trend 

toward economic development and the coexistence of the epidemic, and calls on 

the people to return to a normal life and maintain a positive and correct concept of 

epidemic prevention. Therefore, the ban on large-scale events has also been 

lifted, and the people have begun to actively participate in the activities, driving 

local economic growth. 

d. Any New Programs Created to Prepare For/Protect Against Future or 

Continued Pandemic or Other Unexpected Challenges 

The Penghu County Government continues to follow the epidemic 

prevention regulations of the Central Epidemic Command Center and organize 

various tourism activities. Last year (2021), the Penghu County Government 

suspended the fireworks festival and other activities in cooperation with the 

central epidemic prevention policy, but continued to prepare new tourist 

attractions and themed tourism marketing and promotion. For example: "Yuan Bei 

Campground" is the first government-owned campsite in Penghu. After the 

renovations of the old school building and construction of relevant infrastructure, it 

has been entrusted to the Yuanbei Community Development Association for the 

operation and management, and is expected to officially open this summer (2022). 

In addition, another emerging tourist attraction "Longmen Military Position" was 

also reopened in September last year, and a series of activities were arranged to 

stir up the atmosphere. In October, the Longmen Food Market was held, and in 

November, a food-themed mini-tour was launched to make Penghu's autumn and 

winter full of activities every month and every week. Through the in-depth travel in 

villages, tourists are encouraged to understand local culture by participating in 

small themed activities, and such travel also avoids the risk of infection caused by 

large-scale group activities, providing limited activities to promote local 

characteristic culture and festival tourism.  

After experiencing the haze of the epidemic, the Penghu County 

Government grandly held the 20th anniversary of the Penghu International 
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Fireworks Festival this year (2022). However, since April, the COVID-19 cases in 

Taiwan have gradually increased, and the epidemic situation in Penghu County 

has also expanded. Considering that there are no hospitals but public medical 

stations in the small outlying islands and that people live closely, people infected 

with the pandemic will cause serious contagion effects. Therefore, under the 

suggestion of the local township halls, the fireworks events originally scheduled to 

be held on the three small outlying islands of Jibei, Qimei and Wangan were 

cancelled, while other events were still held according to the original plan. Even 

though Taiwan faced its worst outbreak of the pandemic, the diversion strategy 

recommended by the Penghu County Government indeed worked and reduced 

the risk of cluster infection. Visitors also wore masks throughout the entire 

process. The Penghu County Government looks forward to the coexistence of 

epidemic prevention and economy, facing future challenges with an open mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food-themed trips in villages accepted public registration. 
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Section 6.  Leveraging ‘Community Capital’ Created by Festivals & Events 

a. Community Branding  

Penghu is a city known for its marine culture, having beautiful islands, clean 

beaches and exciting water activities. After successfully joining a non-governmental 

organization, the Most Beautiful Bays in the World Club in 2012, Penghu has been 

more active in developing ocean-based festivals and events and successfully gained 

the right to host the annual meeting of the Most Beautiful Bays in the World Club in 

2018. At that time, even President Tsai Ing-wen attended the annual event to pay her 

respects to the guests of various countries. Penghu is good at using marine resources 

to create festivals and events and to heighten people’s impression of the ocean city. 

This part can be demonstrated in the following points:  

1. The Penghu International 

Fireworks Festival is the most 

representative of local tourism 

events and one of the biggest 

celebrations in Taiwan in summer. 

The event makes use of the 

unique Guanyinting Recreation 

Area, a rainbow bridge, the long 

seawall, and the sea only 300 

meters away from the audience 

area to create the most 

spectacular firework display in 

Taiwan. The fireworks launched 

from the seawall explode above the crowd and fall from the sky like a meteor 

shower, which is acclaimed as the must-see firework display once in a lifetime in 

Taiwan. Moreover, the fireworks will also be launched in other offshore islands 

during the firework festivals. The firework display in offshore islands offers the 

advantages of combining the seawall and the sea platform. Although there is no 

spectacle such as the fireworks launched around the Guanyinting Recreation Area, 

the design of sea platforms creates colorful fireworks bursting from the middle of 

the sea, which becomes Penghu’s classic firework show. Since 2019, the drone 

show has begun to show different representative graphics of Penghu, which also 

resonated with many people. 

2. In order to promote the local tourism in autumn, extend the peak season and 

create new highlights of the event, the “Penghu International Bay Light Festival” 

combines culture, art, music, sports and experiential travel through lights to 

establish the event brand of "Penghu Autumn Festival" and create the new 

atmosphere of local tourism in autumn and winter. In addition to the Penghu 

A grand fireworks display during the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 
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The Penghu International Bay Light Festival won 

the Brisbane Design Awards. 

International Fireworks Festival, 

the Penghu International Bay 

Light Festival has also been 

actively promoted and has 

gradually become another 

representative event in autumn. 

Furthermore, during the event, 

one of the light art installations, 

“Hidden Sea,” won the “2019 

Brisbane Design Awards.” In 

addition, two works in 2020, 

"Turtle comes, Luck comes" and 

"Worry-free Garden” won the "A' Design Award," which raised the international 

visibility of Taiwan and brought it under a global spotlight.  

3. Penghu has excellent sea conditions, and has always been considered an 

excellent place for sailing, windsurfing and kitesurfing. Moreover, it is even rated 

as a 5A top designated venue for windsurfing and becomes a dream land for 

windsurfers from all over the world. In recent years, Penghu has been actively 

promoting international competitions such as sailing, windsurfing, and kitesurfing, 

etc., and has attracted professional athletes from all over the world to compete in 

Penghu, which has made Penghu the birthplace of water sports and nurtured 

Chang Hao, an internationally renowned athlete good at water sports. Moreover, 

National Penghu University of Science and Technology has been actively training 

young sailors and windsurfers to make the marine sports of Penghu flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Passionate windsurfers in Penghu 
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4. In addition to the tourism industry, many residents of the Penghu islands are 

engaged in traditional agriculture or fisheries. Nanliao Village in Penghu’s Huxi 

Township is a traditional rural village of Penghu, and has preserved the traditional 

characteristics of Penghu, such as cattle carts, stone houses, etc. The community 

has also developed experiential tourism in the rural region through the 

preservation of characteristics of traditional communities. The combination of 

low-carbon, environmentally friendly and natural style has turned the traditional 

village into a tourist hotspot in Penghu; therefore, Nanliao Village was awarded 

the Global Top 100 Sustainable Destinations at ITB Berlin in 2017 and 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Promoting Tourism  

Penghu has many festivals and events throughout the year, and has been a 

famous tourist island in Taiwan since 1990s. A lot of tourists will come to Penghu to 

enjoy the beach and the sea, especially during the summer. Penghu continues to 

attract more tourists through its events, and uses not only the press conference and 

flyers to generate the discussion of festive events, but also public transportation and 

road advertising to create the image of the event. Therefore, the most important 

purpose of festivals and events in Penghu is to attract tourists. 

Because Penghu is a city that relies strongly on the tourism industry, the 

authorities actively attract more tourists through local festivals and events. As of the 

end of 2020, Penghu could attract nearly 1.3 million tourists annually, ten times the 

population of Penghu. Moreover, Penghu also continues to promote innovation in 

every event. For example, although the Penghu International Fireworks Festival has 

taken place for 20 years, the Penghu County Government still actively looks for 

innovations and breakthroughs in this event every year. In 2011, the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival won the second place in the event category of 

Emotive Brand Awards; since 2013, the festival has been selected as the international 

tourism event of Taiwan Tourism Bureau, which also brings 500,000 visitors to 

The residents of Nanliao Village created the 

creative art installations of plastic float balls. 

Traditional houses in the Penghu islands 
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Penghu every year. Furthermore, although the winter weather conditions in Penghu 

cause the decrease in the number of visitors, the Penghu National Scenic Area 

Administration has organized the Penghu International Bay Light Festival, a unique 

marine event with light performances in Penghu. In 2019, a 15-meter-high 

whale-shaped light art installation was set up to surprise many visitors. In 2020, 

there was an 8-meter-high mermaid "Song of the Island," combined with the light 

and water dance show at sea level called “Flourish Ocean," to create the only 

light and water dance show combining the sea and land in Taiwan.  

Penghu's water sports competitions and marathons are an important annual 

event for many sports enthusiasts, attracting many professional photographers to take 

a good picture of Penghu. For example, the kitesurfing or windsurfing event is one of 

the most special symbols of Penghu. 

Moreover, Penghu is a famous tourist island with relaxing and romantic islands, 

fresh and delicious seafood, exciting water activities, and spectacular basaltic terrain; 

therefore, many tourists will visit Penghu to enjoy the natural beauty of Penghu in 

conjunction with festivals and events. Although Penghu is a tourist island, it is rare for 

Penghu to preserve natural and primordial ecosystem. Part of the land is designated 

as a nature reserve and part of the sea belongs to the national park, so the natural 

landscape is also the most important feature to attract tourists. Many geological 

landscapes never found in Taiwan can be seen in Penghu, and can be combined with 

the wonderful festivals and events to provide tourists with a unique trip.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wonders of the world in Penghu—Twin Hearts 

Stone Weir (Photo courtesy of Penghu County 

Government) 

The beautiful Penghu islands (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 
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The colorful underwater world (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

A mysterious and uninhabited island (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

The terraced Caizhai landscape in Dongyuping Island 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Chixi Rock Waterfall (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

 

Hsiaomen Whale Cave (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

 

Gaillardia pulchella (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

https://context.reverso.net/%E7%BF%BB%E8%AF%91/%E8%8B%B1%E8%AF%AD-%E4%B8%AD%E6%96%87/Waterfall
https://www.foreignersintaiwan.com/blog-370963385326684/hsiaomen-whale-cave
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c. Convention Marketing  

Penghu is often chosen by many 

Taiwanese companies as a location for 

conference tours owing to its proximity to 

Taiwan, its advantage of being easily 

accessible by boat and air, excellent quality of 

accommodation and a duty-free zone. 

Companies lead their employees to attend the 

meeting in Penghu and also participate in 

festivals and events, especially during the 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival.  

The large-scale events in Penghu 

attracted many conferences to be held here. 

For example, the 13th “Islands of the World” 

Conference was held in Penghu in 2014 and 

attracted scholars from 25 countries to attend 

this academic seminar. Moreover, the Most 

Beautiful Bays in the World Club held its 

annual meeting in Penghu, attracting 250 

domestic and international representatives 

from 23 countries and more than 50 cities to 

meet together in 2018. At that time, the 

Penghu County Government also extended the benefits of the fireworks festival to 

make both domestic and international delegates enjoy a famous firework display of 

Penghu. 

During the Penghu International Fireworks Festival, many societies or corporate 

organizations also choose Penghu as a destination to hold membership meetings. For 

example, the Rotary Club takes international exchange students to attend the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival and put in stage performances every year not only 

owing to the popularity of the festival but also owing to the duty-free shopping malls in 

downtown Penghu, which allows visitors to enjoy the lively festivities, exciting island 

tours and cheap duty-free goods.  

d. Corporate Recruiting Efforts  

With the efforts of the government and local associations, the festivals and events 

of Penghu have broken through traditional marketing concepts and frameworks, 

dedicated to developing the diversified client base, and enhanced the quality of local 

tourism activities, which increases Penghu's tourism production capacity and 

economic benefits. By creating event brands and images and using diverse and 

creative promotional activities, marketing issues and channels, and quality brand 

The 14th World Congress of the Most 

Beautiful Bays in the World held in Penghu 

“Islands of the World” 

Conference in Penghu 
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operation methods, the tourists will be attracted to visit and spend money, which 

creates a four-season tourism boom for Penghu. 

A series of different oriented activities can enhance the overall event richness and 

visibility and can be brought into media focus to achieve city marketing, promote the 

benefits of the surrounding tourism and give tourists more incentives to visit Penghu. 

As Penghu’s tourism events can draw millions of tourists visiting Penghu every year, 

Ever Rich, the large duty-free retailer, also regards Penghu as an important 

base. In addition to the duty-free shops at the airport, Ever Rich also 

established the large duty-free shopping mall and hotel in the urban area, and 

set up Go Star Challenge indoor extreme sports center. Furthermore, in response 

to the abundant water activities and water 

sports competitions in Penghu, Penghu 

established a diving center in 1989; in 2019, 

Argo Yacht Club and the Penghu County 

Government cooperated to invest in this center 

and turn it into Penghu International Diving 

Center (PIDC). It is also the first international 

diving center in Taiwan, combining yachting, 

diving, duty-free shopping, food and beverage 

services, etc. to become a well-known water 

sports mecca in Penghu. 

Moreover, Duxing 10th Village, a 

recreational area in Penghu, was 

reconstructed from the old military 

dependents' village and is also the first 

and best-preserved military village in 

Taiwan. It is close to the venue for the 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival 

and the downtown Penghu, so the 

Penghu County Government has 

handed over the operation of Duxing 

10th Village to private enterprise 

through the BOT model. At present, it has adopted a hybrid business model 

combining hotels, souvenirs, and food and beverage services, etc. In addition, the 

Penghu County government owns three venues in Duxing 10th Village which 

have been designed as the Zhang Yu-Sheng Museum, Pan An-Bang (a 

well-known deceased singer of Penghu) Museum and an experience hall 

(such as the Fireworks Experience Hall). Therefore, Duxing 10th Village has 

become a hotel featuring the military dependents' village in Penghu; business units 

will also recruit stallholders to set up stalls in Duxing 10th Village in conjunction with 

festivals and events.  

Penghu International Diving Center 

Duxing 10th Village 
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e. Relocation Packets and Information 

Owing to abundant water sports and good conditions of water sports venues, 

Penghu has attracted not only the investment of Argo Yacht Club to establish Penghu 

International Diving Center (PIDC), but also the Olympic athlete, Chang Hao, 

moving to Penghu with his Australian coach and participating in Penghu’s water 

sports and triathlon events many times. Chang Hao, graduating from National Penghu 

University of Science and Technology in 2013, has repeatedly gone abroad to 

participate in competitions with his Australian coach, Alex Mowday, and is the first 

triathlete, biker and windsurfer born and trained in Taiwan. 

The abundant water sports in Penghu, such as swimming across the Penghu Bay, 

triathlons, sailing, windsurfing and kitesurfing races, attract many water sports 

enthusiasts to regularly come to Penghu for temporary residence. They can 

experience the best water sports venues in Taiwan and enjoy the sea and exciting 

sports in Penghu. Furthermore, 

owing to Penghu’s flourishing 

tourist industry and diverse 

development of festivals and 

events, more and more people 

relocate to Penghu to start B&Bs. 

The B&Bs in Penghu surged to 

more than 1,000 in just ten years; 

it is especially during the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival 

that the B&Bs in Penghu County 

compete very fiercely.  

  

Penghu Ever Rich Duty-free Shopping Mall 

(Photo courtesy of Ever Rich) 

Penghu Airport Duty-free Shop 

(Photo courtesy of Ever Rich) 

Taiwanese windsurfer Chang Hao 
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f. Familiarization Tours  

Penghu itself relies on the development of tourism industry. The city’s tourism 

practitioners often interact with the tourism practitioners from Taiwan or China, which 

in turn makes Penghu a common place to do familiarization tours. In addition to many 

travel agencies organizing a group tour to visit Penghu during the fireworks festival, 

the Penghu County Government Tourism Department will also release a lot of 

promotional materials to help travel agents design exclusive package tour products of 

the fireworks festival. 

Moreover, the tourism practitioners from Hong Kong or China will organize a tour 

for the representatives from the media, tourism industry and government, etc. to visit 

Penghu during the fireworks festival every year. The Penghu County Government will 

also provide them beforehand with the relevant information used to arrange their 

itineraries. For example, the government welcomed the tourism delegation from Hong 

Kong during the 2018 fireworks festival and the tourism delegation from Shanghai 

during the 2019 fireworks festival.  

Furthermore, the Penghu County 

Government will hold a tourism promotion 

conference in China to introduce Penghu's 

large-scale events such as the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival, and invite 

Chinese representatives from the tourism 

industry, media and government to provide 

them with the information and promotion to 

design their tourism products. 

 

 

 

g. Out-of-Market Media Coverage  

Penghu islands were listed by Lonely Planet, the world’s most prestigious travel 

guide publisher, as one of the 10 best secret islands in 2010. The Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival won the second place in the event category of Yahoo! 

Emotive Brand Awards in 2011. In 2012, Penghu officially became a member of the 

"Most Beautiful Bays in the World (MBBW) Club", and strived for the right to host the 

2018 World Congress of MBBW, which combined fireworks, marine sports, kites, and 

conferences on ocean issues to create a large-scale annual meeting. The Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival has been selected annually as the international event 

of Taiwan Tourism Events organized by Taiwan Tourism Bureau, MOTC since 2013. In 

2015, Penghu was listed by Agoda.com as an emerging travel destination in Asia, and 

The maiden charter flight from Shanghai to 

Penghu to visit the Penghu International 

Fireworks Festival 
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has been known for its unique natural scenery and rich cultural heritage. Penghu also 

emphasized the brand image of "Penghu Bay—the Most Beautiful Bays in the World" 

to invite domestic and international tourists to visit the city. In 2017 and 2018, Nanliao 

Village in Penghu County was awarded the Global Top 100 Sustainable Destinations 

at ITB Berlin owing to developing the distinctive tour of well-preserved traditional 

culture, and gained international 

fame.    

Penghu's tourism events have 

been in the media spotlight. The 

French newspaper, Le Monde, 

reported the issues concerning beach 

cleaning activities during the 2018 

World Congress of MBBW. The 2019 

Penghu International Fireworks 

Festival also attracted the coverage 

from the Media of China and the 

European digital newspapers of 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan.  

As mentioned above, Penghu’s 

festivals and events have been creating news stories through innovative ways. For 

example, in 2018 and 2019, the Penghu International Bay Light Festival won the 2019 

German Red Dot Award: Brands and Communication Design and the 2019 Brisbane 

Design Awards respectively. Moreover, the 2020 International Bay Light Festival won 

not only the gold award in the "Art Event" category of the MUSE Creative Awards, but 

also the silver and bronze awards in Arts, Crafts and Ready-Made Design Category of 

the A' Design Award. The 2019 Penghu International Fireworks Festival completed 

the only show combining the fireworks with the light performance by drones in Taiwan 

for the first time. In 2020, the successful cooperation with Walt Disney made the 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival launch co-branded products of Marvel and 

fireworks. In 2021, it cooperated with the popular Asian character "LINE FRIENDS" in 

creating topics and benefits again and again to attract media attention.  

h. Enhancing Exposure to the Arts and Other Causes  

Penghu’s festivals and events center around mass activities. Many performing 

groups in the county are very supportive of our activities and good at giving great 

performances at the events. We also pay much attention to the topicality of the arts in 

terms of the benefits of events. For example, the 2018 Penghu International Bay Light 

Festival presented the Sea God Festival light show which combined marine culture 

and legends of the sea gods to create visual and aural amazement; the performers’ 

bodies and movements all closely integrated with the light and shadow animation led 

Xiamen Press Conference on the Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival 
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the audience into the story of the sea gods. 

During the 2018 Penghu International Bay Light Festival, Penghu Arts Festival 

was organized owing to the collaboration with the curation team of a young artist, 

Feng Cheng-tsung, local businessmen and the youth returning to the hometown. 

Based on the curation theme of “the Rising Wind,” the festival led visitors to explore 

the wonderful experience of Penghu’s autumn and winter from the four main aspects 

of art, handicrafts, food and travel. The deeply local and extremely creative content of 

the Rising Wind won recognition of the world’s largest and most influential “2019 

German Red Dot Award: Brands and Communication Design." 

During the 2019 Penghu International Bay 

Light Festival, the design team creating the 

installation “Coral Heart” of the 2019 Taiwan 

Lantern Festival was invited to design the light 

festival based on the legendary play of the Sea 

Dragon King; the team also combined light art, 

musical theater, dance 

performance, large scale 

machinery and interactive 

technology to create an 

interactive underwater world, 

which was nominated for 

Germany's Berlin Design 

Awards. Moreover, three of 

the artworks, "Hearing the Sound of 

the Sea", “Gaillardia Island” and 

"Encounter a Masked Woman," 

which have been moved to the 

square of Yuwengdao Visitor Center, 

together with the landscape art 

installation, "Yu Yue You Yu" (a 

statue of the longfin grouper), have 

become a new landmark of Penghu. 

Some of the light decorations sent 

to the Xiyu Township Hall were used as decorations for the Lantern Festival, while the 

remaining light decorations were moved to Penghu’s cultural park for permanent 

display. It is worth mentioning that the light art installation, “Hidden Sea,” won the gold 

award in the “2019 Brisbane Design Awards.” In addition, the "2020 Penghu 

International Bay Lights Festival" invited the artist, Ms. Li-chen Peng, as the curator to 

turn the old military port into the most shining island paradise in Penghu in the autumn. 

The theme light area was dominated by the ancient legendary mermaid in Penghu, 

combining the terrain of the old military port, and showed the sea level water dance by 

Hearing the Sound of the Sea and 

Hidden Sea (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 

Gaillardia Island (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

National Scenic Area Administration) 
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Encounter a Masked Woman (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu National Scenic Area Administration) 

Yu Yue You Yu (a statue of the longfin grouper) 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu Daily) 

overcoming the tidal difficulties, which reproduced and optimized the old terrain of the 

Jinlongtou Port. The area made full use of the beautiful natural scenery of the 

exhibition venue from all angles, and therefore won the MUSE Creative Awards. 

The Penghu International Fireworks Festival has enhanced the value of the event 

through the artistic decoration of the venue. For example, the 2020 Penghu 

International Fireworks Festival created the imagery of the venue by using the large 

firework cannon to erect the art installation combined with lights. Furthermore, Wu 

Liang-i, winning the gold award of the Asian Top Fashion Haute Couture Designer, 

established the Fireworks Experience Hall in Duxing 10th Village to exhibit the history 

and memories of the fireworks.  

 

 

  

The mermaid on the Shawei beach in Jibei 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

 

The installation art erected by the large 

firework cannon (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 
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i. Creating Highly Visible Public Relations Campaigns for City Facilities and 

Services  

Penghu creates an image of the tourist island for itself owing to the festivals and 

events. As mentioned previously, Penghu has high-quality hospitality service. In view 

of the city's long-standing efforts to develop festive events that attract tourists, the 

influx of tourists has resulted in many distinctive B&Bs built in Penghu and the 

abundance of hospitality service. Moreover, Penghu has become an ocean city and 

an important town for marine sports owning to abundant water sports competitions. 

On the one hand, Penghu is blessed with unique sea conditions for the development 

of water sports competitions. On the other hand, the Penghu County Government 

also hosts or subsidizes some world’s rare sporting events, such as sailing, kite flying, 

windsurfing, etc. and sea swimming competitions to create Penghu’s positive image 

of marine sports. 

j. Encouraging Community Bonding, Participation, and Celebration  

The local performing groups and community residents are always encouraged to 

participate in Penghu's festivals and events. Whether it is stage performances, the 

provision of peripheral services, or even marketing and promotion, Penghu's festivals 

and events always offer the best stage to local communities or societies. For example, 

the Penghu International Fireworks Festival invites distinctive performing groups, 

local student groups and community associations to give a performance every year. 

This not only enriches the stage content, but also provides Penghu's outstanding 

performing groups with an opportunity to showcase their talents, which attracts more 

visitors and locals to the event and creates a livelier atmosphere. For example, the 

seniors of Penghu Baisha community development association will give a 

performance during the Penghu International Fireworks Festival almost every year. 

More than 40 seniors at the age of 70 to 80 created a large-scale musical based on 

Penghu’s seafood and ocean stories, attracting many people's attention. 

 

Community schools and seniors participated in Penghu’s festivals and events.  
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Furthermore, Penghu’s events encourage local public associations and societies 

to participate, so the event will receive sponsorship from local industries or industry 

associations every year. For example, the souvenir shops in Penghu will offer brown 

sugar cakes (Penghu’s traditional snack) or brown sugar lollipops to the organizers 

that can distribute these souvenirs to the participants at the venue, which helps 

establish the connection between local industries and events and reinforce 

participants’ positive impression about the festivals and events.   

 

 

 

 

k. Highlighting or Developing Underused Venues or Sections of the 

Community  

Penghu’s festivals and events often attract crowds that represent business 

opportunities, and therefore the venue has become a classic tourist attraction. For 

example, both Penghu International Fireworks Festival and Penghu International Bay 

Light Festival take place in Guanyinting Recreation Area of downtown Penghu. 

Guanyinting Recreation Area is originally a coastal recreation area and generally 

Penghu Defense Command attended the 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival. 
Brown sugar cake tower 

The promotion of community culture  The chorus performed on stage during the 

fireworks festival to raise funds for the 

construction of the St. Camillus Hospital. 
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used by local residents as a venue for early morning swimming or leisure sport 

activities. However, since the Penghu International Fireworks Festival was held, the 

rainbow bridge in Guanyinting Recreation Area has become the classic symbol of 

the fireworks festival and also the representative tourist attraction in Penghu. 

Walking across the rainbow bridge has become a ritual during the trip to Penghu.  

Although Penghu has many famous beaches and islands, Baikeng Beach which 

is definitely not the most famous beach in Penghu and only known by few tourists, 

was the venue for the kitesurfing competitions in 2018 and 2019. Moreover, Hujing 

Island, located in the southwest of Penghu, belongs to Magong City, Penghu County 

and is the seventh largest island in the Penghu Islands. Despite a population of just 

over 600 people, Hujing Island is the venue for the Round the Island Race of the 

annual regatta. The sailors participating in the race depart from Magong Harbor and 

sail around Hujing Island. Therefore, the waters around Hujing Island have become 

the area where many sailors take practice.  

 

 

 

 

  

Baikeng Beach Hujing Island 

Guanyinting Recreation Area 
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l. Creating Legacies and Images Beyond the Event 

Penghu’s festivals and events bring Penghu the image of a sustainable ocean city. 

We attract countless visitors each year with our spectacular fireworks by the sea; 

however, we continue to maintain the image of the ocean city by holding events to 

attract visitors and community members to beach clean-up activities. Penghu has 

abundant water activities and developed marine sports. Whether it is sea swimming, a 

triathlon, sailing, windsurfing, etc., Penghu is the best place for sports. Moreover, 

Penghu County has announced that all schools should actively teach students to 

swim. National Penghu University of Science and Technology also established the 

Department of Marine Recreation to nurture water sports athletes in Penghu. For 

example, Chang Hao, a Taiwanese Olympic athlete, is a graduate of National Penghu 

University of Science and Technology. 

In Penghu, we are also committed to lasting the use of the light art installations 

and distribute them to the local community in Penghu after the event. For example, 

after the 2019 and 2020 Penghu International Bay Light Festival, all the light 

decorations were open for registration and collection by the township halls and hotels, 

not only to add brightness to the urban area outside the event venue, but also to allow 

reuse of the event equipment.  

In addition, the 2020 Penghu International Fireworks Festival set up the large 

firework cannon for the first time. Because Penghu had a perfect venue for launching 

fireworks and the professional ammunition depot and pyrotechnic crew, the frequent 

firework displays resulted in a lot of discarded pyrotechnic cannons. The Penghu 

County Government first tried to make good use of these discarded cannons, making 

them a special highlight of the city. 

In recent years, the Penghu County Government has used the unused venue in 

Duxing 10th Village to build the Fireworks Experience Hall in order to continue the 

value of Penghu's most famous event, the Penghu International Fireworks Festival. 

Although being small, the hall exhibits the rich history, culture, spirit and all the 

exciting moments of the festival, and interactive experiences through technology. It 

has been popular among visitors since its establishment in 2019. Through the 

exhibition, the Fireworks Experience Hall allows the public to further understand the 

value of the fireworks festival, makes it easier to get closer to the festival, and builds a 

positive image of Penghu's fireworks festival. Furthermore, it has become a good 

place for locals to relax on the weekend. 
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The light art installations of the Penghu International Bay Light Festival were available to 

communities and hotels. (Photo courtesy of Penghu National Scenic Area Administration) 

The interior space of the Fireworks Experience Hall 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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Judao Ta Market (Photo 
courtesy of the Facebook 
page of Judao Ta Market) 

Judao Ta Market (Photo 
courtesy of the Facebook 
page of Judao Ta Market) 

Judao Ta Market (Photo 
courtesy of the Facebook 
page of Judao Ta Market) 

Section 7.  Extra Credit 

The following are the programs, services, resources, activities, etc. that can add extra 

credits to the city. 

a. Skills Development—Availability of Certificate or Degree Programs in 

Festival & Event Management through a Local University or Private Provider  

In Penghu, National Penghu University of Science and Technology is the most 

important organization responsible for nurturing talents for festival and event 

management. The university currently has the Department of Marine Recreation and 

Department of Tourism and Leisure to train tourism-related personnel, moreover, 

offering courses to train students to obtain relevant certificates, such as project 

managers, convention and exhibition professionals, international marketing talents, 

etc. 

b. Members of Your Event Community Who Currently Hold a Certified Festival 

& Event Executive (CFEE) Designation  

Certified professionals are the cornerstones of holding successful festivals and 

events. We will make an effort to invite professionals with CFEE to join us, and believe 

their experience will make the event even better and more successful.   

c. Secondary School System Graduation Requirements that Encourage 

Volunteerism and Community Service during Festivals and Events  

Every time when festivals and events are held in Penghu, the Social Affairs 

Department of Penghu County Government will bring together women starting a 

second career or disadvantaged families in Penghu County to form the “Judao Ta 

Market,” selling distinctive products to increase the income of these socially 

vulnerable groups. Judao (Gaillardia Island) is another name for Penghu because the 

County Flower of Penghu is Gaillardia pulchella, which can survive in a harsh climate 

and the poor land. “Ta” (She) means woman; therefore, the purpose of this market is 

to help women and to encourage them to be as persistent as Gaillardia pulchella. 
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The smart sharing electric 

scooters in Penghu 

d. A Festival and Event Shared Resource Program in Your City 

The visitors in Penghu can use the electric scooter rental service via the 

Intelligent Cloud device, and the “Smart Penghu app,” combining smart sharing 

electric scooters and free Wi-Fi on buses to create a way of low-carbon tour and enjoy 

a relaxing trip in Penghu. The Smart Stations are set up in the airport, main bus 

station, South Sea Visitor Center, North Sea Visitor Center, South Sea Transport and 

Tourism Wharf Waiting Room, 57 buses and famous tourist attractions on the island, 

and are also equipped with 50 electric scooters. Visitors can use the "Smart Penghu 

app" to easily get information on accommodation, food, transportation, etc. and to 

enjoy a tour of the beautiful bay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e. Defined and used Risk Management Partnerships between the City and 

Events  

Owing to the prevalence of fireworks in Penghu, the Penghu County Government 

Fire Bureau needs to have professional knowledge of fireworks, carrying out 

ammunition inventory and safety management in conjunction with firework displays. 

There are also many licensed pyrotechnic operators and explosives transportation 

personnel in the city. Moreover, it is necessary to assess the occurrence of adverse 

weather conditions, such as heavy rain, lightning, etc. during the event and to ensure 

the safety of launching fireworks. As firecrackers and fireworks are dangerous items 

and the city has held many fireworks events, Penghu has a professional ammunition 

warehouse converted from the military's ammunition depot. However, the ammunition 

warehouse is located on the outskirts of the city, where many houses have been built 

in recent years; hence, risk control has always been the concern of the Penghu 

County Government. In 2019, the Penghu County government renovated the 

ammunition warehouse, setting up access control systems to prevent people from 

approaching or damaging it. 
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 Pyrotechnic ammunition warehouse  

 

Furthermore, owing to the popularity of water sports in Penghu, lifeguard 

certification and water sports training courses are well developed. Relevant courses 

are offered by non-governmental organizations and National Penghu University of 

Science and Technology. Festivals and events have been gradually affecting the 

development of the city and brought about corresponding changes in the city. 

f. Efforts to Actively Recruit New Events to Your City  

The Penghu County Government has been actively organizing new tourism 

events in recent years, hoping to create the topic of other events in addition to the 

Penghu International Fireworks Festival to attract media and public attention in all 

seasons and further promote the development of tourism in Penghu. The following are 

some of the events developed in Penghu in recent years:  

1. Penghu Beach Party Carnival  

The Penghu County Government held the first Penghu Beach Party Carnival, 

scheduled for the summer months of July through September in 2019. The marine 

culture of Penghu and the love island image were promoted through the themed 

parties. The carnival combined yachts, bikinis, beach weddings, island trips and 

other elements to provide different themed parties for different customer groups, 

such as the beach wedding for newlyweds, the love tour of the island for married 

couples to rekindle the romantic flame, and the yacht party with electronic music 

for singles, so that people can choose the parties according to their needs and 

find their own happiness. In addition, in 2020, the beach party called “Love in 

Penghu Bay” was held in the Shell Church of Lintou Beach, arranging 19 couples 

to gather in front of the Shell Church and share a romantic wedding. In 2021, it 
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was suspended for one year due to the impact of the pandemic, and in 2022, it is 

expected to be held at the Shawei beach in Jibei Island in August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Lian Lian Hai Wei- Penghu Tasty Seafood Holiday 

Penghu has clean sea with high salinity levels, which makes its seafood famous 

for being particularly succulent. The Penghu County Government held the first 

seafood holiday event in 2019 with the 

aim of attracting tourists to taste local 

snacks and experience the unique food 

culture of Penghu, helping local 

businessmen to improve the quality of 

their cuisine and establishing a food 

exchange platform. The event combined 

gourmet restaurant counseling, gourmet 

e-passports, professional cooking 

competitions, roadside banquets, etc. to 

Picnic Music Party Gaillardia Island Water Park Party 

Love Penghu Wedding Party Bikini Party 

Professional judges commented on the 

creative dishes of Penghu seafood. 
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provide a gourmet feast, allowing people to enjoy the local food of Penghu and 

improving cooking skills of the restaurants in Penghu. In 2020 and 2021, the 

government continued to organize the activities such as gourmet restaurant 

counseling and gourmet e-passports, and cooperated with local community 

associations in offering food trips and promoting specialties of the communities.  

 

3. Masked Theme Tour 

In Penghu, it is hot in summer and windy in winter, so the "masked" culture has 

been developed and designated as Penghu's intangible cultural heritage by the 

Penghu County Government. In 2019, the Penghu County Government created a 

unique special tourism experience through the development of "masked" culture, 

integrating the county's culture of farming and fishing villages with island 

resources and planning themed activities combined with DIY activities, traditional 

Penghu cultural experiences, 

and guided tours to create a 

masked theme tour that 

provided visitors with free 

participation. The masked 

theme tour is an original and 

new event in Penghu; 

moreover, the practice of 

wearing masks is a unique 

cultural symbol of Penghu. 

 

 

 

 

Food Trip - Hudong Village Cuisine Kitchen The banquet invited people to try the 

specialty dishes of Penghu. 
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Ocean Culture Festival - Penghu traditional fishing experience - “Baodun” (A fishing 

technique of piling up stones and setting traps in the intertidal zone) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Ocean Culture Festival 

“Ocean Culture Festival” has been an event organized by Huxi District Hall, 

Penghu County since 2015. The district hall cooperates with the local industry, 

dedicated to transforming the local traditional fishing industry into a marine 

tourism industry. The festival includes seafood tastings and the traditional fishing 

experience, as well as performances by local performing groups to promote 

community involvement and regional unity. 

  

 

 

Hand-made experience of “Jimugou” (an animal-shaped 

snack made from glutinous rice): Jimugou is a unique custom 

for the winter solstice in Penghu. In the early days of Penghu, 

the ancestors lived a hard life and could not prepare three 

animals for worship, so rice balls were made in the shape of 

cattle, pigs, chickens and other poultry instead, in order to 

pray to the deities that all kinds of poultry would flourish.  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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g. Other Creative Endeavors  

Penghu County has the most temples in Taiwan. Owing to the rich culture of 

temples, we have developed many activities in temples. The development of festivals 

and events in Penghu County has gradually matured in recent years and moved 

towards diversification and an increasing scale, attracting tourists from all over the 

world to participate in the festivals and events. The following are the creative events 

under development:  

1. Temple parades 

Most of the ancestors came from the Minnan region. In Penghu, the land is 

surrounded by the sea with high temperatures, drought, and barren soil, resulting in 

many different customs. The prevalent temple culture also leads to the customs 

having religious overtones. For local residents, the important festivals include the 

Lantern Festival, the Qingming Festival, and the birthdays of the deities of various 

temples. Among them, the grandest activity is the pilgrimage for the birthday of the 

Taiwanese Beach Seine - Penghu 

traditional fishing experience 
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deities of the temple. In addition to hundreds of folk art arrays, the most noteworthy 

thing at the pilgrimage parade is the sedan chair, which can be regarded as the 

crystallization of religious folk art and also the highlight of the event. The sedan chair 

is like a vehicle for the deities. One can see the rank and the duty of a deity from its 

ornamentation and floral decoration that can be said to represent the identity. As 

originating from the temple and later adding many new elements such as lights, music 

and costumes, etc., temple parades have been the new wave of Penghu’s culture and 

become more and more popular. 

 

 

 

2. Temple umbrella dancing 

In Penghu, every time when temples hold ceremonies by using the sedan chair for 

patrol, there must be a temple umbrella in front of each sedan chair. As representing 

the vanguard of the deity, the temple umbrella in front of the sedan chair is to protect 

the deity from evil spirits and can be used to cover the statue of the deity in the sedan 

chair. The statue of the deity under the temple umbrella is invited to the front eaves of 

the temple, and then the statue of the deity is invited directly to the inside of the 

temple. Moreover, the temple umbrella can also be used to greet other deities by 

holding the ceremony of “temple umbrella dancing.” This is the moment when these 

dancers show their skills. Their performance is also the essence of the temple 

umbrella dancing.  

Traditionally, “Temple umbrella dancing” is performed by one dancer alone or two 

dancers representing the host and the guest. In order to turn the traditional skills into a 

brilliant stage performance, the local artists in Penghu have also made innovations in 

“temple umbrella dancing” by incorporating traditional footwork and routine, arranging 

Temple parades (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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the dancers in various formations, and combining the changes in formation with music. 

The performance is more magnificent. The inheritance of temple umbrella dancing 

clearly shows how people in Penghu identify their culture, and symbolizes humility 

and courtesy of people in Penghu.  

 

3. Matsu Pilgrimage by sea 

Penghu has a well-developed fishing industry. Many local people rely on fisheries 

for their livelihood. The Chinese believe Matsu is the patron saint of fishermen; 

therefore, most of the people in Penghu believe in Matsu and develop the pilgrimage 

by sea. Worshipers will carry the statue of Matsu in a fishing boat going around the 

sea, which symbolizes Matsu's protection of the fishermen in Penghu and her 

blessing of bringing a good harvest to the fishing industry in Penghu. The pilgrimage 

can go around the entire Penghu islands, and in recent years, other local temples 

have started to join the pilgrimage, making the whole event grander.   

 
 
 
 
 

  

Matsu Pilgrimage by sea (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County 

Government) 

 

Temple umbrella dancing (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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4. Creative Landscapes 

Penghu has the diverse topography, combining a spectacular landscape of 

basaltic rocks, raging waters and wide beaches with historical fishing villages or 

cultural battlefield sites. The curatorial team is able to beautify a simple agricultural 

and fishery complex village at the intersection of humanity and nature, which 

promotes the natural beauty of the ocean in Penghu and makes the beauty of 

Penghu’s settlement lifestyle purer and more vivid in the bitter sea breeze to continue 

the people's self-identification with the local emotions. Hujing Island is a lovely islet in 

Penghu, with one primary school that has only 5 students. They collected 

second-hand clothes from the public to set up a large land art installation on the 

school playground to highlight the existence of Hujing Island and promote its 

characteristics. In 2020, this vibrant island was selected as one of the classic small 

towns by Taiwan Tourism Bureau. 

 

In recent years, Penghu has also set up related installation art according to 

different landscapes, such as the installation art of lucky turtle in conjunction with the 

Lantern Festival, the light art installation of the mermaid on the Shawei beach in Jibei, 

the gazebo shaped like the green sea turtle built in the green turtle conservation area 

of Wangan Township, and the installation art in the shape of the Chinese character "

山" built in the Shanshui 30 Highland Park. 

  

Land art installations (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Installation art of the lucky turtle (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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The mermaid on the Shawei beach in Jibei Island  

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Green Sea Turtle Gazebo in Wangan Island 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

Shanshui 30 Highland Park (Photo courtesy of Penghu County Government) 
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The mysterious Longmen underground 

tunnel (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 

5. Community Development and Regional Revitalization 

Penghu is an archipelago surrounded by the sea. Penghu islanders depend on 

the sea for their livelihood, and therefore, the residents love the sea and are willing to 

protect their beloved marine environment. The beach cleanups have gradually 

evolved into large-scale activities, held several times a year. The beach cleanup not 

only coincides with international conferences, large festive events, special festivals, 

but also becomes a part of the daily life of Penghu community residents, who often 

conduct their own beach cleaning activities. Penghu County Magistrate Lai Feng-wei 

also attaches great importance to marine conservation. In the past two years, he has 

led the county's residents to complete more than 100 beach cleanups, with a 

cumulative beach length of more than 200 kilometers, which attracts many 

organizations and schools to participate in the beach cleanup. For example, the 

Penghu National Scenic Area Administration, the Water Corporation and the Power 

Company all formed their own groups to conduct beach cleaning activities in Penghu. 

The beach cleanup in Penghu has been not only the community development but also 

an event to demonstrate the determination of marine conservation. Penghu's 

Longmen Village is particularly keen to hold beach cleaning activities. The community 

residents even use marine debris collected on the beach to create lucky charms, 

ornaments and so on,   recycling and reusing marine debris.   

In addition, Penghu County Magistrate has paid considerable attention to the 

landscaping of the community on the island. Every tourist attraction will affect the 

image and quality of festivals and events; therefore, the county magistrate has been 

actively building the "Qingqing Community" (a community with green vegetation) by 

planting green grass in the community. So far, the grass has been planted in nearly 

1000 places. The county magistrate encourages the community to adopt and maintain 

it. It is hoped that the ocean of Penghu will always be clean and blue, and that the 

communities on the island will always be green and lush. 

Moreover, Penghu has been located on the important maritime route since ancient 

times, and was occupied by the Dutch, French, Japanese and Qing dynasty people in 

succession; therefore, Penghu has a very 

profound history and culture, and there are 

many historic forts and military tunnels in 

Penghu. In recent years, the Penghu County 

government has actively renovated the regional 

historic sites and has handed them over to the 

community for maintenance and management. 

For example, the Longmen underground tunnel, 

completed in 2020, has been handed over to the 

community for maintenance and management 

and open to the public.  
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Nanliao Village in Penghu is an example of community development. The village 

used to be an agricultural village with the out-migration of young people and aging 

population; however, the elderly in the community were wise to protect and take 

advantage of the traditional rural culture. Not only did they turn farming activities into 

experiential travel, they also used abandoned plastic float balls to decorate the 

community. Therefore, the village was awarded the Global Top 100 Sustainable 

Destinations at ITB Berlin in 2017 and 2018 consecutively, and collaborated with the 

Penghu County Government to transform the community's traditional masked culture 

into an experiential itinerary. Penghu 

has piercing sunshine in the summer and 

raging winds in the winter, so the women in 

rural villages of Penghu have the habit of 

wearing masks. It is wise to turn this culture 

into an experiential itinerary in Nanliao Village, 

which successfully attracts thousands of 

tourists. The village was also selected as one 

of the classic small towns by Taiwan Tourism 

Bureau in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Furthermore, “Yuan Bei Campground,” the first government-owned campsite in 

Penghu, is actively promoted by the Penghu County Government. The elementary 

school in Yuanbei Island closed down in 1995 and was unused. The county 

government transformed the school ground into a campsite through the renovations of 

the old school building and construction of relevant infrastructure, entrusting it to the 

Yuanbei Community Development Association for the operation and management. 

Yuan Bei Campground is expected to officially open this summer (2022). 

 

The old houses in Nanliao Village (Photo 

courtesy of Penghu County Government) 

The land art made with colorful plastic 

float balls (Photo courtesy of Penghu 

County Government) 
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Aerial photography of Yuan Bei 

Campground (Photo courtesy 

of Penghu County Government) 

Yuan Bei Campground at night 

(Photo courtesy of Penghu County 

Government) 

 

 

 

  

The corner of Penghu's communities 
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The process of building the Qingqing Community 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

The before and after comparison of building the Qingqing Community 
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Penghu beach cleanup activities  

(Photo courtesy of Rui-Da Hong, Longmen Village chief) 


