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You’re Invited to a 

GLOBAL MARKETPLACE 
OF CREATIVE NEW IDEAS…

The 53rd Annual Convention of the 
International Festivals & Events Association

T
he world around us continues to change. With 
the speed and capabilities available today via 
travel, technology, the internet and the media, 
the speed at which ideas, images and informa-
tion travel have reconfigured the world as we 

know it. Investors in one part of the world work with man-
ufacturers in another; educators in the west exchange with 
counterparts in the east; trade routes for all industries criss-
cross like global spider webs; local economics are affected 
by events half-a-world away; and the “middle of nowhere,” 
no longer is. Virtually every continent, country and city on 
our planet is becoming a melting pot of ethnic and cul-
tural diversity; audiences are exposed to global events well 
beyond the borders of their own communities on a regu-
lar basis; sponsor expectations have risen to a whole new 
plain; entertainment options have multiplied exponential-
ly; technology has changed all of the game rules; environ-
mental leadership is moving to the front burner; and the 
size of the target in ‘target marketing’ has expanded well 
beyond yesterday’s community focus groups. 

To stay successful as a leader in this new world we all 
need a reliable and trusted source of fresh new ideas, infor-
mation, creativity, business research, best practices, and 
professional connections. A global marketplace for success. 

Welcome to the IFEA - The Premiere Association 
Supporting and Enabling Event Professionals Worldwide.

The IFEA represents global festival and event pro-
fessionals on every continent. Professionals who will 

gather together in the capitol city of Boise, Idaho, World 
Headquarters for the IFEA, from September 8th -12th, 
2008 to share ideas, experiences and opportunities that 
will shape the future successes of our common industry 
and individual events. 

We invite you, your staff, volunteers, board, sponsors, 
suppliers and other event partners to join us at this unique 
global marketplace. The 53rd Annual IFEA Convention 
and Expo. 

Those who have attended other IFEA conventions over 
the years know that the real energy comes from the profes-
sional connections that are so readily available in educa-
tional sessions, at social functions, and down every hallway. 
Connections to peers – large and small, sponsors, event 
suppliers, industry experts, media, educators, volunteers, 
board members, tourism agencies, municipalities, allied 
associations and more; many whom have become close 
friends, and all who are willing to share their experience 
and successes, as well as their trials and tribulations, with 
the goal of bettering our industry for everyone. If you have 
not attended an IFEA convention before, we look forward 
to welcoming you to the top networking and professional 
education event in our field, full of valuable information 
that can be taken home and put to immediate use in your 
own community. 

Nowhere else will you find so many ideas, so much cre-
ativity, and such easy access to the most successful events 
and event professionals in the world.



OF CREATIVE NEW IDEAS…
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• Extraordinary Visions
• IEG's Activating Sponsor Activation
• Growing a Green Event
• 25 Years of Disney Lessons
• More Than an Event: Growing a Community Legacy
• Inspired Volunteers
• IEG's Securing Media and Retail Partnerships
• Tuning In to Radio Success
• Ensuring Family Reunions: Child Safety at Your Event
• Keeping Creativity Fresh
• Industry Compass: A Discussion of Global Issues, Trends and 

Opportunities Impacting the World of Festivals & Events
• Leadership in a Non-Profit World
• Understanding Diversity and Its’ Impacts on Your Event and Community
• Taking the Sponsorship Pulse
• Effective Newspaper and Event Partnerships: What Makes Them Work?
• Inside the ‘Big Bang’: Presenting a Great Fireworks Show
• Protecting Your Event, Your Image and Your Budget – 

Understanding Today’s Insurance Challenges
• 25 Years of Macy*s Parade Lessons
• Inspired Tourism Partnerships
• The Future of Technology in a Creative World
• Leading the Pack: Creating a Compelling Vision
• Creating the Customer Service Experience
• A Small Event Approach to a BIG Sponsor
• Choreographing a Spectacle: The 5 Steps for Promoting the 

Event of the Season
• Class is In-Session: Building a Strong Educational Component 

into Your Event
• Figuring Out Your Place with MySpace and Other Internet 

Communications Tools
• The Impact of Events on the Travel Industry
• Remarkable Time Management: 10 Steps for More Time for YOU!

• More Rocks to Wring: New Ideas for Maximizing Non-
Sponsorship Revenues

• Festivals & Events from a Kid’s Eye Point of View 
• Reaching Across the Generational Volunteer Gap
• Building a Bridge Between Events and Presenters
• Managing an International Event
• Can We Talk? A Sponsors Honest and Open Conversation 

about Events
• Maximizing Your Local Television Partnerships
• Building a Partnership with Your Local Police Department
• The Fringe of Creativity: Inside the Success of the Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival
• Inside Sponsorship Success
• Effective Board and Committee Relations
• Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Management Secrets of A 

Road-Tested Event
• Maximizing Your Food & Beverage Program
• Win-Win: Events & Downtown Partnerships
• Taming the Internet to Benefit Your Event
• Cost-Effective Creativity
• Valuing the Social Impact of Events
• Festival Research Done Right
• Partnering with Tour Operators to Market Your Event
• DHS Report: Event Security & Terrorism…Where Are We 

Today?
• “Home Grown” Ideas for Smaller Festivals & Events
• Back to the Basics: Becoming CEO of All You Do
• Friend-Raising vs. Fundraising
• Contracting: Understanding Both the Event & Contractor Points of View
• Maximizing PR through Media Sponsorships
• Hiring Talent for Your Event
• Creative Ways to Raise Money
• Using the Internet to Promote, Market & Manage Your Event
• Directors & Officers Insurance – Are Your Board and Staff Protected?
• Float Building 101
• Working with Your Local CVB
• International Exchange Opportunities
• Making the Most of Your Merchandise Program
• Understanding Music Licensing & Your Event

Plus…
• Parades Workshop
• Diversity Workshop
• Promotion Workshop
• Automated Sponsorship Workshop
• International Perspective Sessions from Latin America, Africa, 

Europe, Asia, North America, Australia, and the Middle East

For 53 years the IFEA has provided the best in professional education and that tradi-
tion continues in Boise. The IFEA prides itself on providing up to 90% new topics 

and speakers each year, insuring that attendees at all levels - first-timers and repeat 
attendees, new to the industry or seasoned professional - can all find the answers 
and creative new ideas that they are looking for. A sampling of this year’s topics, pre-
sented by the top leaders in our industry, include*, among others:  (* subject to change)

Professional Education

• Extraordinary Visions



“AFFINITY GROUP” SESSIONS 
IFEA convention attendees have a unique opportunity 

to share “common ground” with your professional peers, 
while discussing current trends and issues during our popu-
lar “Affinity Group” Sessions, including those for Arts Events; 
Parades; Flower & Garden Events; CEO’s; Sponsorship; Event 
Education; Volunteer Programs; Municipalities/Tourism Agencies, 
Parades and Food & Beverage Programs. Bring your questions 
and your input to these open and valuable exchange sessions. 
(Wednesday, September 10th, 1:45 p.m.-3:45 p.m.)

WORKSHOP, PANEL AND ROUNDTABLE SESSIONS
In addition to our regular breakout seminars, for those 

looking for a little more “hands-on” help, some educational 
sessions are geared to a “Workshop” format. This year we are 
pleased to include workshop sessions in the areas of Diversity, 
Parades, Promotion and Automated Sponsorship. For those looking 
for the valuable back and forth insights provided by the mul-
tiple expert participants of a panel session, this year’s conven-
tion includes sessions on Global Issues, Trends and Opportunities; 
Inspired Tourism Partnerships; and Festivals & Events from a Kid’s 
Eye Perspective; and for those who enjoy more direct and person-
al conversations, the convention offers a plethora of Roundtable 
topics moderated by some of the top professionals in our field.

FOLLOW A SPECIFIC TRAINING TRACK
The IFEA Convention & Expo is a great place to train staff, 

board, key volunteers and others associated with your event, 
bringing them quickly up to speed in an unparalleled atmo-
sphere of professional motivation. IFEA presenters and topics 
represent the cutting edge in our industry. 

Many times, an event or attendee is interested specifically 
in focusing on a more tailored topical track. The IFEA can 
help you to do that. Simply pick a topical track from the fol-
lowing: Sponsorship/Revenue; Media/Marketing; Operations; 
Management/Human Resources; Creativity/Technology; Leadership 
or International Perspectives.

The convention program book will handle it from there, with 
a special section identifying specific sessions associated with 
each track. If desired, attendees may get their session atten-
dance verified by the session Officer-of-the-Day and receive a 
Certificate of Completion for a specific track(s) at the conclusion 
of the convention. Or, for a good overview of many areas, sim-
ply choose on your own from the a la carte schedule of topics.

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION (CFEE) CLASSES
Sponsored by K&K Insurance, 

the IFEA’s Certified Festival & Event 
Executive (CFEE) certification ses-
sions will be held on Monday, September 8th and Tuesday, 
September 9th, prior to the official start of the convention. 
CFEE classes are taught by leading professionals in our field 
and are a required component toward the achievement of pro-
fessional certification, but are open to all who desire to attend.

The full-day sessions include the following:

• Event Operations & Risk Management, presented by Ira Rosen, 
CFEE, President of Entertainment On Location; IFEA Hall of Fame 
Inductee and IFEA Director of North America (Monday, Sept. 8th)

• Event Administration & Management, presented by Jay 
Downie, CFEE, President & CEO, SourceOne Marketing 
Communications, Inc. (Tuesday, Sept. 9th)

Note: For a full class synopsis go to www.ifea.com.

ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR
This valuable session is designed for those 

professionals looking for a higher level of 
information and continued professional edu-
cation. The Advanced Professional Seminar 
also counts toward requirements for those 
needing to recertify their CFEE designation. 

This year’s topic, “Seven Sponsorship Steps 
for Weathering the Economic Storm” is pre-
sented by Sylvia Allen, CFEE, IFEA Director of 

Partnership Marketing; President, Allen Consulting; speaker and 
author of “How to be Successful at Sponsorship Sales.” This valuable 
and timely seminar will focus on how to deal with current 
economic challenges and stay successful with sponsorship 
sales into the foreseeable future. (Tuesday, September 9th)

NEW PROFESSIONALS SEMINAR 
The IFEA’s New Professional 

Seminars are designed for those 
who are new to the industry or 
anyone looking for “refresher” 
information in a variety of areas 
that are critical to success in the 
events business. Topics are bro-
ken into four key sessions and 
include: Event Administration & 
Management and Event Planning 
& Operations, presented by 
Ira Rosen, CFEE, President of 
Entertainment On Location, IFEA 
Hall of Fame Inductee and IFEA 
Director of North America; fol-
lowed by Marketing & Media Relations and 
The Basics of Successful Sponsorship presented by Penny Reeh, 
Owner of Indigo Resource Group and IFEA Region 3 Director.

  Note: All CFEE, Advanced Professional and New Professional seminars require a separate registration.

Specialized Training

“AFFINITY GROUP” SESSIONS 

professionals looking for a higher level of 
information and continued professional edu
cation. The Advanced Professional Seminar 
also counts toward requirements for those 
needing to recertify their CFEE designation. 

for Weathering the Economic Storm”
sented by 

Partnership Marketing; President, Allen Consulting; speaker and 

(Note: All training session topics and presenters are subject to change.)

Marketing & Media Relations and 



MONDAY, SEPT. 8TH

7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
“CONNECTIONS” 
INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ 
(coffee all day)

7:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m.
CFEE Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
CFEE Professional 
Certification Class: 
Event Operations and Risk 
Management

11:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m.
CFEE Lunch 
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
CFEE Professional 
Certification Class (con’t):
Event Operations and Risk 
Management

4:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Attendee Free Evening

10:30 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
dfest™/DIXIE FLAG 
EVENT SERVICES TE a.m. 
HOSPITALITY SUITE
The center of the networking 
universe, complete with a hosted 
bar (courtesy of dfest™/Dixie 
Flag Event Services Team) and 
unlimited access to your profes-
sional peers.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 9TH 

7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
“CONNECTIONS” 
INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ 
(coffee all day)

8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.
CFEE/ADVANCED 
PROFESSIONAL/NEW
PROFESSIONAL
Continental Breakfast

9:00 a.m.-Noon
CFEE Professional 
Certification Class
Event Administration and 
Management

9:00 a.m.-Noon
NEW PROFESSIONALS 
Training Class: 

9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.
Event Administration and 
Management

10:30-Noon
Event Planning and 
Operations

9:00 a.m.-Noon
ADVANCED PROFESSIONALS 
Training Class: NEW
Seven Sponsorship Steps 
for Weathering the Economic 
Storm
   
Noon-1:00 p.m.
Combined Training Groups 
Lunch

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
CFEE Professional 
Certification Class (con’t.): 
Event Administration and 
Management

IFEA HALL OF FAME AWARDS LUNCHEON
The IFEA Hall of Fame Awards Luncheon continues to serve 

as an inspiration to us all, as we pause to pay tribute to the 
people who have made/make our industry great. Join us as 
we recognize our 2008 CFEE Graduates (sponsored by K&K 
Insurance); award the IFEA/Zambelli Fireworks Internationale 
Volunteer of the Year Award, recognizing the contribution of all 
volunteers to the success of our events; award the IFEA/Festival 
Media Corporation Sponsorship Success 
Award, recognizing excellence in spon-
sorship programs, service, follow-up 
and success; and as we  pay tribute to 
the 2008 IFEA Hall of Fame Inductees,

the highest honor bestowed in our field, in acknowledgment of 
the tremendous dedication to and impact on the festivals and 
events industry by these special individuals.

IFEA/HAAS & WILKERSON PINNACLE AWARDS 
PRESENTATION

The Academy Awards Ceremony 
for the festivals and events industry, 
the presentation of the coveted IFEA/
Haas & Wilkerson Pinnacle Awards
is the most anticipated event of the year. Capping off our 
first full day of convention activities, you won’t want to miss 
this unopposed special event recognizing the very best efforts 
in the areas of marketing, creativity and programming from 
around the world. Will your event be coming forward as we 
hear, “And the Pinnacle Award goes to…”?

The 53rd Annual IFEA Convention & Expo will provide many special opportuni-
ties to recognize the outstanding achievements of friends and peers.

IFEA HALL OF FAME AWARDS LUNCHEON

Celebrating Success & Achievement



1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
NEW PROFESSIONALS 
Training Class (con’t.):

1:00 p.m.-2:15 p.m.
Marketing & Media Relations 
2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
The Basics of Successful 
Sponsorship

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
ADVANCED PROFESSIONALS 
Training Class (con’t): NEW
Seven Sponsorship Steps for 
Weathering the Economic Storm
   
4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
“IDEAS IN THE ROUND” 
ROUNDTABLE SESSION 
So much information, so little 
time. So don’t miss this valuable 
session of rotating topics and 

professional networking 
possibilities.

• Friend-Raising vs. 
Fundraising NEW

• Contracting: Understanding 
both the Event & Contractor 
Points of View NEW

• Event Security NEW
• Maximizing PR through 

Media Sponsorships NEW
• Hiring Talent for Your 

Event NEW
• Creative Ways to Raise 

Money NEW
• Using the Internet to 

Promote, Market and Manage 
Your Event NEW

• Director’s & Officer’s 
Insurance – Are Your Board 
and Staff Protected? 

• Float Building 101 NEW

• Working with Your Local 
CVB NEW

• International Exchange 
Opportunities

• Making the Most of Your 
Merchandise Program NEW

• Understanding Music 
Licensing and Your 
Event NEW

• Inside Track: Open 
Forum Q&A with Industry 
Professionals 

• Research Needs: Help 
IFEA Identify Potential 
Areas for Future Industry 
Research NEW

5:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL 
MARKETING NEW

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
FIRST-TIMERS WELCOME, 
CONVENTION OVERVIEW 
AND IFEA INTRODUCTION 
  
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
IFEA CONVENTION OPENING 
RECEPTION
The official start of the convention. 
Join us for a special September 
Idaho evening at The Grove in 
Downtown Boise as we welcome 
old friends and new, renew con-
nections and build networks that 
will last a lifetime.

10:30 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
dfest™/DIXIE FLAG 
EVENT SERVICES TEAM 
HOSPITALITY SUITE

Twenty years ago IFEA members voted to include and 
recognize suppliers and vendors to our industry as full 
members, with no differences in voting rights or benefits. 

This important step formally recognized what everyone already 
knew…that the suppliers and vendors who support our indus-
try are a critical part of our successes.

Today, the IFEA Expo trade show is one of the most important 
components of our convention, historically bringing the best 
suppliers together with the best events, resulting in new ideas 
that benefit everyone. Unopposed by any other sessions, so that 
you can spend your time effectively exploring and interacting 
with the unlimited creativity and possibilities that await inside, 
the IFEA Expo is your key to future success and inspiration. 

The largest trade show in our industry geared specifically to 
festival and event decision-makers features the most creative 
ideas, products and services for all things imaginable, includ-
ing: merchandise, insurance, giant parade inflatables, parade 
floats, children’s performers, food and beverage products,  fencing, sponsor gifts, deco-

rations, security, fireworks, 
lasers, university programs, 
face-painting, sand sculptures, 
portable restrooms, bleach-
ers, entertainment and attrac-
tions, ticket control, confetti 
cannons, generators, tents, 
awards, radios, printing needs, 
sponsorship software and 
services; credit card services, 
photography, publications, 
costumed mascots, staging, 
lights and sound, and much, 
much, more; usually at special 
convention pricing!

IFEA Expo: Where New Ideas are Born



WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 10TH 

7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
“CONNECTIONS” 
INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ 
(coffee all day)

8:00 a.m.-9:15 a.m.
CONVENTION OPENING: 
WE’LL BE THERE featuring 
a special performance by the 
international cast of Up With 
People! Join us for this special 
and memorable opening, as we 
kick-off the IFEA’s 53rd Annual 
Convention and Expo.

9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m.
OPENING KEYNOTE: 
EXTRAORDINARY VISIONS 
NEW Dewitt Jones, world-class 
National Geographic photo-

journalist, Academy Award 
nominee, author and nation-
ally acclaimed speaker.

10:30 a.m.-Noon
‘PRIMARY FOCUS’ 
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• Focus on Sponsorship: 
IEG’s Activating Sponsor 
Activation NEW

• Focus on the Environment: 
Growing a Green 
Event NEW

• Focus on Leadership: 
25 Years of Disney 
Lessons NEW

12:15 p.m.-1:45 p.m.
IFEA HALL OF FAME AWARDS 
LUNCHEON featuring the: 

• 2008 CFEE GRADUATES

• IFEA/ZAMBELLI FIREWORKS 
INTERNATIONALE 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

• IFEA/FESTIVAL 
MEDIA CORPORATION 
SPONSORSHIP SUCCESS 
AWARD 

• IFEA HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTIONS

A special opportunity to rec-
ognize those who continue to 
inspire us. 

1:45 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
EXPO VENDOR 
ORIENTATION SESSION
All IFEA Expo Vendors are 
encouraged to attend this 
important session prior to the 
start of the IFEA Expo set-up.

2:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m.
AFFINITY GROUP “COMMON 
GROUND” DISCUSSIONS
Come join your peers to share 
common ground challenges and 
solutions, and to expand your 
professional network.

• Arts Events
• Flower & Garden Events
• CEO’s
• Sponsorship
• Event Education (Faculty, 

Students, Industry 
Professionals)

• Volunteer Programs
• Municipalities/Tourism 

Agencies
• Parades
• Food & Beverage Programs

“CONNECTIONS INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ”
“Connections International Café” is open every 

day throughout the convention, providing coffee 
and a relaxing atmosphere conducive to doing 
business one-on-one or simply catching up. 
Promoting human connections, not cyber ones, 
this comfortable venue is always a popular hang-out, providing 
daily schedule updates and announcements, job postings, mem-
ber marketing materials and above all, a chance to renew those 
connections that are so important to everyone’s success. 

dfest™/DIXIE FLAG EVENT SERVICES TEAM 
HOSPITALITY SUITE

The dfest™/Dixie Flag Event Services Team Hospitality Suite, 
sponsored by long-time IFEA supporter dfest™, is as much a part of 

the IFEA Convention as the sessions. Beginning 
the first night through to the last day, the 
dfest™/Dixie Flag Event Services Team welcomes 
convention attendees each evening for a time 
to unwind, relax and connect outside of sched-
uled sessions and functions. Historically, the dfest™/Dixie Flag 
Event Services Team Hospitality Suite has become known as the 
hub of the IFEA’s convention networking system.

ONE-ON-ONE OPPORTUNITIES
The 53rd Annual IFEA Convention & Expo offers all attend-

ees the unique opportunity, in one place and at one time, to 
be exposed to such IFEA members and industry icons as those 
representing the Walt Disney Co., the Pasadena Tournament 
of Roses, the Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade, Canada’s 
Winterlude, the Kentucky Derby Festival, IEG, Rotterdam 
Festivals, Macon Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom 
Festival, the Alamo Bowl, Brazil’s Carnival of Rio, Herschend 
Family Entertainment, the Portland Rose Festival, the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival, Las Vegas Events, the Singapore Sports Council, 
the Philadelphia Flower Show, Olympic Centennial Park, 
the Sausalito Arts Festival, the Dubai Desert Rock Festival, 
the University of Sydney - Australia, Fiesta San Antonio, the 
Indianapolis 500 Festival, the Iditarod, the Cherry Creek Arts 
Festival, South Korea’s Boryeong Mud Festival, SunFest  and 
other festival & event directors from North America, Europe, 
Australia, Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, Africa and more. 
Start building and adding to your professional network today.

One of the best parts of any professional convention is the chance to spend some 
dedicated time with friends and peers, reconnecting, looking ahead, planning 

that next great idea, or just sharing a laugh. The IFEA 53rd Annual Convention & 
Expo provides plenty of opportunities for those special informal gatherings.

Informal Gatherings

“CONNECTIONS INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ”



4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
IFEA/HAAS & WILKERSON 
PINNACLE AWARDS
The most anticipated event in 
the festivals and events indus-
try, recognizing the best of the 
best. Come join your peers as 
we all wait to hear, “And the 
Pinnacle Award goes to…”

6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Free evening to enjoy the 
magic of Boise while network-
ing with your professional 
peers, beginning with the pop-
ular “Alive After Five” event 
right outside the doors of the 
Boise Centre on the Grove!

10:30 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
dfest™/DIXIE FLAG 

EVENT SERVICES TEAM 
HOSPITALITY SUITE

THURSDAY, SEPT. 11TH 

7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
“CONNECTIONS” 
INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ 
(coffee all day)

8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• More Than an Event: Building 
a Community Legacy NEW

• Inspired Volunteers NEW
• IEG’s Securing Media & 

Retail Partnerships NEW
• Tuning In to Radio 

Success NEW
• Ensuring Family Reunions NEW
• Keeping Creativity Fresh NEW

• Industry Compass: A 
Discussion of Global Issues, 
Trends and Opportunities 
Impacting the World of 
Festivals & Events (Panel) NEW

9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• Leadership in a Non-Profit 
World NEW

• Understanding Diversity and 
It’s Impact on Your Event and 
Community NEW

• Taking the Sponsorship 
Pulse NEW

• Effective Newspaper & Event 
Partnerships: What Makes 
Them Work? NEW

• Inside the ‘Big Bang’: 
Presenting a Great Fireworks 

Show NEW
• Protecting Your Event, Your 

Image and Your Budget 
– Understanding Today’s 
Insurance Challenges NEW

• Industry Compass Panel 
Session (con’t) NEW

10:30 a.m.-Noon
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• 25 Year’s of Macy*s Parade 
Lessons NEW

• DIVERSITY WORKSHOP NEW
• Taking the Sponsorship 

Pulse (con’t) NEW
• Inspired Tourism 

Partnerships (Panel) NEW
• PARADES WORKSHOP NEW
• The Future of Technology in a 

Creative World NEW

Social Events and Entertainment

Avisit to Boise, World 
Headquarters to the 
IFEA, is sure to provide 

a memorable experience and a 
warm welcome from everyone 
you meet, starting out with 
our special Opening Night 
Reception (Tuesday, September 
9th) at The Grove, located in the heart of downtown Boise. Be 
sure to join us for a beautiful September Idaho evening con-
necting with old friends and new from around the world!

The energy and creativity officially begins to flow on 
Wednesday morning (September 10th) with our 53rd Annual 
Convention Opening, featuring a special performance by the 
international cast of Up with People and our dynamic keynote 
speaker, world-class National Geographic photojournalist, 
Academy Award nominee, author and nationally acclaimed 
speaker Dewitt Jones, who will help us all to see the world 

with new eyes and, in doing so, find our own creative and 
“Extraordinary Visions.”

Wednesday evening is free for attendees to enjoy the magic of 
Boise while networking with your professional peers, beginning 
with the popular Alive After Five event right outside the doors 
of the Boise Centre on the Grove! A plethora of restaurants, 
entertainment, galleries and perhaps a few other surprises wait 
around every corner in the “City of Trees.”  

On Thursday night (September 11th) the IFEA Educational 
Foundation adds their special touch to the fun! Playing an 
important role in helping us to fulfill our educational goals, 
the IFEA Educational Foundation keeps our industry moving 
forward. Each year during the Convention, the Foundation 
plans their major fund-raising event, the highly popular IFEA
Foundation Night Party & Auction. Providing a combination 
of food, fun, memories and networking opportunities, the IFEA 
Foundation Night Party & Auction gives you the unique oppor-
tunity to bid on one-of-a-kind, untouchable packages, including 
travel, products, services, VIP Event Experience opportunities, 
and much more. Here’s your chance to get some great bargains 
while supporting the IFEA Foundation and the IFEA’s education-
al programs. Great deals for a great cause!

 (Tuesday, September 
9th) at The Grove, located in the heart of downtown Boise. Be 

Dewitt Jones



• International Perspective: 
Latin America NEW

Noon-4:00 p.m.
IFEA “EXPO” - DAY ONE 
(LUNCH)   
Here’s your chance to meet 
face-to-face with the most 
creative, cutting edge suppli-
ers in our industry, who can 
help you find cost-effective, 
creative new ways to keep your 
event successful! A plethora of 
fresh, creative new ideas, great 
convention deals, and “concept 
research” await. 

4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
INSIDE SPONSORSHIP 
SUCCESS NEW
  

7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
IFEA FOUNDATION NIGHT 
PARTY & AUCTION 
(Separate Ticket Required) 
Spend an unforgettable eve-
ning with your peers, as you 
bid on one-of-a-kind, untouch-
able packages, including travel, 
products, services, VIP Event 
Experience opportunities, and 
much more, all to benefit the 
IFEA Educational Foundation 
and the IFEA’s educational pro-
grams. Great deals for a great 
cause!

10:30 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
dfest™/DIXIE FLAG 
EVENT SERVICES TEAM 
HOSPITALITY SUITE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 12TH 

7:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
“CONNECTIONS” 
INTERNATIONAL CAFÉ 
(coffee all day)

8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• Leading the Pack: Creating a 
Compelling Vision NEW

• Creating the Customer 
Service Experience NEW

• A Small Event Approach to a 
BIG Sponsor NEW

• Choreographing a Spectacle: 
The 5 Steps for Promoting 
the Event of the Season NEW

• Class is in Session: Building a 
Strong Educational Component 
into Your Event NEW

• Figuring Out Your Place with 
MySpace and Other Internet 
Communications Tools NEW

• International Perspective: 
Africa NEW

9:15 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• The Impact of Events on the 
Travel Industry NEW

• Remarkable Time 
Management: 10 Steps for 
More Time for YOU! NEW

• More Rocks to Wring: New 
Ideas for Maximizing Non-
Sponsorship Revenues NEW

• PROMOTION WORKSHOP NEW
• Festivals & Events from 

a Kid’s Eye Point of View 
(Panel) NEW

There is no higher value available in our industry today 
than the IFEA Convention & Expo. Convention regis-
tration provides you with the following benefits: All 

Educational, Roundtable and Affinity Group sessions; the 
IFEA Expo; the IFEA Hall of Fame Awards Luncheon; the 
IFEA/Haas & Wilkerson Pinnacle Awards; social and network-
ing opportunities; the Opening Night Reception; the dfest™/
Dixie Flag Event Services Team Hospitality Suite; Connections 
International Café; Expo lunches; Coffee Breaks; Convention 
Program Book; Session Handouts, and much more. 

Note: Professional Certification (CFEE), Advanced Professional 
and New Professional classes are optional and require a separate 
registration. The IFEA Foundation Night Party & Auction are also 
optional and require a separate ticket. For those interested in attend-
ing any of the above, simply fill out the appropriate spaces on your 
registration form.

Who Will You Meet at the IFEA Convention?
• Seasoned Festival & Event Professionals
• Those New to the Festival & Event Industry
• Festival & Event Board Members 
• Key Volunteers
• Festival & Event Sponsors/Sponsorship Agencies
• Suppliers to Festivals & Events
• Industry Consultants
• Representatives of Municipalities, CVBs, Chambers of Commerce
• Educational Institutions/Faculty/Students
• Media Representatives
• Representatives from Allied Associations
• Professional Peers from Around the World
• Anyone with an Interest in the Festivals & Events Field

Speakers and session leaders at this year’s convention 
include many of the top professionals and internationally 
recognized industry organizations in the world, including*, 
among others: (*subject to change)

• National Geographic
• IEG
• Festival Media Corporation
• Kentucky Derby Festival
• Walt Disney
• Harrah’s Entertainment
• League of Independent Schools of Samba - Brazil
• Macy*s
• Temple University
• Amica Insurance
• Beijing Festival & Event Culture Development Center
• Southeast Tourism Society
• Rotterdam Festivals
• Allen Consulting
• Philadelphia Flower Show

No Higher Value



• Reaching Across the 
Generational Volunteer 
Gap NEW

• International Perspective: 
Europe NEW

11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
IFEA “EXPO” - DAY 2 
(LIGHT LUNCH)
Conclude your Expo business 
and cut your best deals in per-
son, because when the “Expo” 
closes, it’s back to telephone 
bargaining and research once 
again.

1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• Building a Bridge Between 
Events & Presenters NEW

• Managing an International 
Event NEW

• Can We Talk? A Sponsor’s 
Honest and Open Conversation 
about Events NEW

• Maximizing Your Local 
Television Partnerships NEW

• Building a Partnership with 
Your Local Police Department 
NEW

• The Fringe of Creativity: 
Inside the Success of the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival 
NEW

• International Perspective: 
Asia NEW

2:15 p.m.-3:15 p.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• Board & Committee Relations 
NEW

• Where the Rubber Meets the 
Road: Management Secrets 

of a Road-Tested Event NEW
• Maximizing Your Food & 

Beverage Program NEW
• Win-Win: Events & Downtown 

Partnerships NEW
• Taming the Internet to Benefit 

Your Event NEW
• Cost Effective Creativity NEW
• International Perspective: 

North America NEW

3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

• Valuing the Social Impact of 
Events NEW

• Festival Research Done Right 
NEW

• AUTOMATED 
SPONSORSHIP WORKSHOP 
NEW

• Partnering with Tour 
Operators to Market Your 

Event NEW
• DHS Report: Event Security 

& Terrorism…Where Are We 
Today? NEW

• “Home Grown” Ideas for 
Smaller Festivals & Events NEW

• International Perspective: The 
Middle East and Australia NEW

4:45 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION AND 
KEYNOTE NEW
Back to Basics: Becoming the 
CEO of All You Do
Dr. Vincent Muli Wa Kituku, inter-
national author, speaker, educa-
tor and motivator.
  
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Free Evening to enjoy the 
sights, sounds and tastes of 
Boise. Dinner on your own.

• Creative Strategies Group
• Bethlehem Music Festival
• One Reel/Bumbershoot
• National Endowment for the Arts
• Hawaii Tourism Authority
• Edinburgh Fringe Festival
• Pasadena Tournament of Roses
• SESAC
• Columbia College
• The Kansas City Star/McClatchy Company
• Department of Homeland Security
• Cherry Creek Arts Festival
• Journal Broadcast Group
• Zambelli Fireworks Internationale
• Las Vegas Special Events
• Straub Brewery
• Memphis In May
• First Night International
• Travel Industry of America
• Association of Performing Arts Presenters

Special First-Timers Discount
For those who have never attended an IFEA Convention & 

Expo (or at least not for the past three years), the IFEA is offering 
a special incentive to join us in Boise and an opportunity to get 
to know more about what the IFEA has to offer. Simply check the 
“New Attendee” box on the registration form and you will receive 
a $100 discount off your registration. Act by July 28th and you 
will receive your discount off our already discounted early-bird 
registration fee. That’s a potential $200 savings right up front! 
Don’t miss out on this special offer. Register Today!

First-Timer’s Orientation
On Tuesday evening before the convention's official opening 

reception, the IFEA welcomes our first-time attendees with a valu-

able networking opportunity and session, offering tips and advice 
on how to maximize your convention experience, keys for suc-
cessful networking and an opportunity to meet the IFEA staff and 
board members. We look forward to personally welcoming all 
first-timers to the IFEA Convention and helping you to form new 
friendships as you begin building your IFEA network.

The IFEA ROI Guarantee
We are so sure you will return home from the IFEA 53rd 

Annual Convention & Expo with at least one idea, approach, 
relationship, or renewed energy and enthusiasm, that is worth 
at least the value of attending (and you actually did attend), 
that we are willing to guarantee a return on your investment. If 
not, you can write to us (with a “cc” to your board) explaining 
how you did not receive a return on your investment and we 
will refund your full registration fee.

Scholarships
The IFEA Foundation offers a limited number of Convention 

Scholarships to qualifying IFEA members. For more informa-
tion and application forms please go to www.ifea.com and click 
on IFEA Foundation.
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HOTEL INFORMATION: The Grove Hotel in downtown Boise,
Idaho will serve as the headquarters for the IFEA Annual Convention,
in addition to Hotel 43 and the Hampton Inn on Capital. By staying
at any of these IFEA designated hotels, you help us to keep
our other convention costs down. For hotel reservation information,
go to: www.ifea.com and select the 53rd Annual Convention button
on the front page for more information. Once registered, you will
receive an email confirmation of your paid convention registration
which will include general information for planning your itinerary.

1. AFFILIATION Please submit one form for each attendee, payment may be combined.

Organization: _____________________________________________________________ Member #: ______________________________

Attendee: _______________________________________________________________ Position/Title: _____________________________

First Name for Badge: _______________________________________________________ First IFEA Convention     Yes     No

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State/Province, Zip Code: __________________________________________________ Country: ________________________________

Phone:________________________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________________________

Guest/Spouse Name: _______________________________________ First Name for Badge Guest/Spouse: ________________________________

• For membership information please contact Beth Petersen at beth@ifea.com or 208-433-0950 ext. 1.

2. REGISTRATION FEES Please submit all monies in U.S. Dollars ONLY!
IFEA Member Non-Member

Special earlybird rate (by July 28, 2008)  $695  $895 $ __________________
1st attendee rate after July 28, 2008  $795  $995 $ __________________
2nd, 3rd, 4th attendee (same organization) Qty. _____ x  $595 each  $795 each $ __________________
5th attendee or more (same organization) Qty. _____ x  $495 each  $695 each $ __________________
First time attendee discount (excludes Student/Volunteer/Spouse Rates)Qty. _____ x  –$100  –$100 –$ __________________
Full Time Student (school ID required)

Qualified Volunteer (see volunteer definition on the IFEA website)  $345  $545 $ __________________
Spouse/Guest (social activities only)        $345  $545 $ __________________
REGISTRATION FEES INCLUDE:  All Educational Sessions beginning Tuesday afternoon; Opening Reception; IFEA Hall of Fame Awards Luncheon;
IFEA/Haas & Wilkerson Pinnacle Awards Ceremony; Expo & Lunch; Coffee Breaks and Hospitality Suite.

3. I AM APPLYING FOR IFEA FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
 Yes     No     If I do not recieve support please charge as indicated above.

4. ADDITIONAL FEES: PRE-CONVENTION SESSIONS & OPTIONAL IFEA FOUNDATION FUNCTIONS Seminars and speakers subject to change.
CFEE Seminar Day 1 (includes lunch) Mon., Sept. 8th:
Operations/Risk Management  $195  $335 $ __________________
CFEE Seminar Day 2 (includes lunch) Tue., Sept. 9th:
Administration/Management  $195  $335 $ __________________
CFEE (enrollment fee)  $200  $350 $ __________________
Final CFEE (certification fee)   $250  $350 $ __________________
New Professionals Seminar (includes lunch) Tue., Sept. 9th:  $195  $335 $ __________________
Advanced Professionals Seminar (includes lunch) Tue., Sept. 9th:  $195  $335 $ __________________
Seven Sponsorship Steps for Weathering the Economic Storm presented by Sylvia Allen, CFEE
IFEA Foundation Night Party and Auction Thur., Sept. 11th  $95  $95 $ __________________
For more info about Foundation scholarships and events call 702-407-6493 or go to www.ifea.com and click on Convention & Expo for an application form.

5. IFEA 53rd Annual Convention & Expo Collectors Lapel Pin
Purchase your IFEA 53rd Annual Convention Collectors Lapel Pin Qty. _____ x  $10  $10 $ __________________

TOTAL amount enclosed: $ __________________
6. PAYMENT

Your registration form CANNOT be processed until payment is received. Cancellation Policy: There will be a cancellation fee of $150 through
August 8, 2008. Between August 9 and August 22, 2008, the fee will be $250. After August 22, 2008, there will be no refunds. Please contact
Bette Montieth for questions or cancellations (bette@ifea.com or call 208-433-0950, Ext. *812).

Select method of payment:  Check (make check payable to IFEA)  Visa      MasterCard      American Express

Print Cardholder Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: ______________________________________________ CVN Code: _____________  (MC/Visa-3 digit code back) (AMX-4 digit code front)

Fax: +1-208-433-9812 • Mail: 2603 W. Eastover Terrace, Boise, ID 83706, U.S.A. • Phone: +1-208-433-0950



One of the most popular aspects of IFEA’s Annual Convention is the legendary IFEA Foundation Auction. With a value of
over $100, auction items range from VIP trips to festivals and fireworks shows to specialty and souvenir items. Be creative
and show off your organization in the Foundation’s annual auction. Funds raised from this auction support keynote speakers,
convention scholarships and many other educational resources!

1. AFFILIATION

Organization:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State/Province, Zip Code: __________________________________________________ Country: ________________________________

Phone:________________________________________________ Fax: ____________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________ Website: _________________________________________________

2. ITEM TO BE DONATED (PLEASE USE A SEPERATE FORM FOR EACH ITEM) PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

Item: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Estimated Retail Value: ________________________________________________ Item Type (for display):     Tangible Item    Certificate of Redemption

Description: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. TRIP OR EVENT DESCRIPTION (PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION)

Contact Person: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Description: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Event Dates: _____________________________________________________________ Hotel/Nights: _____________________________

Airfare Included?: _________________________________________ Trip Expiration Date: __________________________________________

Auction Item Donation Form

1. PLEASE FAX THIS FORM TO:
IFEA Foundation Auction
Attention: Kay Wolf, CFEE    Fax: +1-956-843-6519

2. CHOOSE ONE:
 I will bring the item/certificate, with a copy of this form to the convention by September 8th, 2008
 I will ship the item/certificate, along with a copy of this form to arrive by July 31st, 2008 to:

IFEA Auction - c/o International Festivals & Events Association
2603 Eastover Terrace
Boise, ID 83706, U.S.A.

QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT
Kay Wolf, CFEE at +1-956-878-4688 or Email: kwolf@hidalgotexas.com



IFEA Expo: Questions & Answers

QUESTION
Do I have to be a member of the IFEA to exhibit?

ANSWER
No, but all IFEA members receive booth space at a rate 

lower than non-members, as well as discounts on additional 
delegates, spouse and guest rates, and advertising for the 
convention program. It makes more sense to join and enjoy 
these savings as well as other IFEA member benefits, includ-
ing inclusion in “Who’s Who in Festivals & Events” (IFEA
Membership Directory & Buyers Guide); an annual sub-
scription to the industry’s leading magazine ie: the business 
of international events (published quarterly); and savings on 
everything from insurance and shipping services to advertis-
ing in all IFEA publications, plus, much more.

QUESTION
What is included in the exhibit package?

ANSWER
All exhibitors receive a 10’ x 10’ booth space, pipe-and 

draped with standard back wall and side walls, and identifi-
cation sign. Each exhibitor also receives a complete attendee 
list, free listing in the IFEA Convention & Expo Program, and 
meals during the Expo. For those that choose to purchase a 
booth with a registration you will also receive admission to 
all convention sessions and included social activities.

QUESTION
What should I bring to exhibit at the show?

ANSWER
Bring as much as you can to show off your product or 

service! We encourage all exhibitors to demonstrate exactly 
what they can do for festival and event producers. This is 
the time to reveal your latest and greatest ideas to industry 
decision-makers. Remember that others around you will 
have their booths decked out, so you won’t want to miss this 
chance to make sure that you are seen! Worried about space 
restrictions? Just ask us and we will see what we can do to 
help accommodate you.

QUESTION
What advertising and marketing opportunities are avail-

able before, during and after the show?

ANSWER
You can purchase attendee mailing lists before and after 

the Expo to help entice attendees to your booth and fol-
low-up when they return home. Also, advertising space is 
available in both the Convention Program and our quarterly 
magazine ie: the business of international events, the leading 
professional publication in our industry. Additionally, we 
have many sponsorship opportunities available to help you 
stand out as a leader of our industry.



Annual Expo Booth Reservation

FOR EXPO BOOTH RESERVATIONS
Shauna Spencer, Director of Advertising & Expo • Phone: +1 (208) 433-0950, Ext. *815 • Fax: +1 (208) 433-9812 • Email: shauna@ifea.com
Address: International Festivals & Events Association, 2603 Eastover Terrace, Boise, ID 83706, U.S.A. • Website: www.ifea.com

I have read the rules and regulations below and agree to abide by them as a condition of participation.

Liability: Applicant exhibits at his/her own risk. Neither International Festivals & Events Association, Inc., nor its employees, and/or its agents, either jointly or individually, is responsible for liability insurance coverage for
bodily injury and property damage for Exhibitor's operation. Tradeshow participants are required to furnish to International Festivals & Events Association prior to occupancy a certificate of insurance. The coverage must be
for General Liability with a combined single limit of $1,000,000. All insurance must be on an occurrence policy and must include International Festivals & Events Association as an additional insured. Neither IFEA nor its employees,
and/or its agents, either jointly or individually, is responsible for any injury to exhibitors, their employees, guests or visitors within the confines of the space contracted by the exhibitor even if such injury is caused, or alleged
to be caused, in whole or in part by the negligence of IFEA, its employees, agents or volunteers. The exhibitor assumes the entire responsibility and liability for losses, damages, and claims arising out of exhibitor’s activities
on the Hotel premises and will indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Hotel, its owner, and its management company, as well as their respective agents, servants, and employees from any and all such losses, damages,
and claims. Acts of God: IFEA shall not have any liability whatsoever for any damage to any person, matter or thing resulting from storm, wind or water, or other acts of God, nor from fire, strikes or lockouts. If the exhibitor's
show space has not been made available to the exhibitor for more than one 24 hour period by reasons of acts of God or from fire, then IFEA (promoter) shall return to the exhibitor payment made by deducting therefrom
Promoter expenses occurred to that date. Character of Exhibits: IFEA reserves the right to request the removal of any items, which in its sole judgment do not conform to show guidelines. Failure to comply is just cause for
removal of an exhibitor from the show. Payment Policy: All fees must be paid in full with this signed registration form. Cancellation Policy: The $495 deposit is non-refundable. There will be an additional cancellation fee
of $150 between July 1 and August 8, 2008. After August 8, 2008 there will be no refunds. Confirmation: Complete shipping and setup instructions will be emailed with a confirmation letter.

September 11 - 12, 2008 • Boise Centre on the Grove • Boise, ID, U.S.A.

Contact Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________________ State/Prov.:_____________________________________________________________

Zip/PostalCode: ______________________________________________________ Country: _______________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________________________________ Fax: _________________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Selections are processed on a first-come, first-serve basis according to the date and time of payment.

Payment Method:  Check   Visa   Mastercard  Am Ex Total Enclosed ($495.00 Deposit Required with order): ____________________________________________

Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   Member  Non-Member

Credit Card Number: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: ______________________________________________________ Security Code (located on back of card): ___________________________________________

Each Booth Includes:

• Booth space
• Two “Expo-only” worker passes
• All meals and social activities (excluding Foundation events) for full registration delegates
• Expo Exhibitor Listing in IFEA Annual Convention & Expo Program

Exhibiting Company Name:____________________________________________________________________________

Category Member Rate Non-Member Rate

Booth Rate $1,640.00* $1,850.00* x _________________________ Booths $ ______________
with full registration to convention,
including all social activities

Booth Only $945.00* $1155.00* x _________________________ Booths $ ______________

2nd, 3rd & 4th Delegates $595.00* $735.00* x __________ Additional Delegates $ ______________

5th or More Delegates $495.00* $635.00* x __________ Additional Delegates $ ______________

Spouse/Guest** $295.00* $435.00* x __________ Additional Delegates $ ______________

Prime Space*** $150.00* $200.00* x _________________________Booths $ ______________

TOTAL   $_____________*Prices are in U.S. dollars   **Social activities only
***Prime Space price is in addition to Booth Rate and are limited in availablilty.



2603 W. Eastover Terrace • Boise, ID 83706
phone: +1-208-433-0950 • fax: +1-208-433-9812

Association Partners

lnternational Festivals & Events Association




