
It is with deep personal and professional sadness that I am 
called upon to share with you all the passing of a close friend 
and a true industry icon. Jean McFaddin, executive producer 
of the world-renowned Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade for 
more than 20 years, and an inspirational and creative mentor 
to all those in our global industry, passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday, April 17th, after a short battle with cancer.

Jean McFaddin
1942 - 2018
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For twenty-four years, Jean McFaddin 
was responsible for creating Macy*s 
major events to maximize its event 
legacy and brand awareness. She 
retired from her full-time Macy*s role 
in spring, 2001, to pursue broader 
opportunities in the new Millennium.

Prior to her Macy*s association, 
Jean served as a director/designer 
in prominent regional, New York, 
and European theaters, created and 
directed a 1975/76 U.S. Bicentennial 
promotional program for the National 
Endowment of the Arts Foundation in 
Washington, D.C., and was Director of 
New York City's July 4th Land Festival 
in 1977. She joined Macy*s that fall.

As Macy*s East Senior Vice President 
in charge of Macy*s Public Relations and 
Events from 1977-2001, she annually 
produced the Emmy award-winning 
Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade; a 
glorious Spring Flower Show; America's 
largest on-going 4th of July Fireworks 
celebration; the world record-breaking 
"Tap-O-Mania" that assembled over 
6,000 dancers in a choreographed 
routine; and for Christmas, staged the 
true 'Miracle on 34th Street' where 
over 300,000 children and adults 
visit Macy*s Santaland each year.

In addition, Jean was responsible 
with her staff for developing daily 
in-store merchandising events, 
publicity campaigns, and division-wide 
promotions for all Macy*s East stores 
from New England to Puerto Rico. 
These events, including fashion shows, 
cosmetic launches, bridal seminars, chef 
series, and seasonal interior design fairs, 
drove all Macy*s businesses by attracting 
major public and media attention.

Jean represented Macy*s on numerous 
civic and industry councils which 
included the Mayor's Host Committee 
for the UN 50th Anniversary and the 
NYC 2000 Millennium Committee. 
In serving the community on Macy*s 
behalf, she produced more than 
one hundred benefit galas and 
fund-raising events. Those events raised 
millions of dollars for community 
organizations, affirming Macy*s 
message, "We're a part of your life."

During her more than twenty years of 
leadership, Jean developed the Macy*s 
Parade and other annual events into 
multi-dimensional spectaculars that 
attracted worldwide tourists and positive 
media attention to both Macy*s and New 
York City. She worked closely with the 
licensing and entertainment industries, 
including Broadway, to create dynamic 
partnerships that ensured fiscal stability 
while elevating those traditional events to 
state-of-the-art entertainment that continue 
to serve as benchmarks for the industry.

Jean lead the spectacle that received 
over a dozen Emmy Awards for Macy*s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, in partnership 
with NBC. That partnership which she  
spearheaded, led to a multi-event 
relationship that now also encompasses 
the nationwide broadcast of Macy*s 4th of 
July Fireworks Spectacular. In addition to 
achieving a dynamic entertainment event 
stylized for television, Jean pioneered 
advanced design standards and computer 
firing technology for fireworks in association 
with America's best pyrotechnic companies.

As a Macy*s executive, Jean's 
managerial role grew to include all of 
Macy*s East Public Relations and Event 
departments, and a staff of over 65 
people. A teacher as well as a leader, her 
top team members rose with her through 
the ranks and grew to lead the events she 
sheparded well into the new millennium. 
She firmly believed that you are only as 
"good" as the people with whom you 
surround yourself, and attributed her 
greatest successes to her associates.

For twenty-four 
years, Jean  

McFaddin was  
responsible for 
creating Macy*s 
major events to 

maximize its event 
legacy and brand 

awareness.
Jean McFaddin was acclaimed a 

"Quintessential New Yorker" by Town & 
Country magazine in 1984. She received 
the 1988 Humanitarian Award from New 
York's Community of Mayors Association 
and their Lifetime Achievement Award 
in fall, 2001. She served on the New York 
Board of Directors for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation and was recipient of their 
1990 Outstanding Service Award. In 
1993 she received the Congresswomen 
Mary T. Norton Memorial Award of 
Excellence from the United Way and was 
listed in the U.S. Congressional record.

In November, 2000, to celebrate her 
24th Anniversary as Producer/Director of 
Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the City 
of New York renamed the famous corner 

of Broadway and 34th Streets as "Jean 
McFaddin Way" for the month of December. 
In spring 2001, Jean retired from her full 
time Macy*s role to pursue new directions 
and challenges. In her honor, Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani held a press conference at 
City Hall on April 19th to proclaim it "Jean 
McFaddin Day in the City of New York."

Jean enjoyed ongoing success as a 
sharing, entertaining, informative speaker 
in the festivals and events industry and 
at international universities, as well as 
serving as a Consultant to many event 
organizations and corporations. She 
was honored and celebrated through 
induction into the four leading "Halls 
of Fame" within the events industry, 
including the IFEA, Events Solutions, 
ISES, and BizBash. Jean was recognized 
in numerous publications for her success 
in staging giant scale events, including 
David Rockwell's book, "Spectacle" and 
"Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade" 
by Robert Grippo and Christopher 
Hoskins, among many others. She 
was featured in the History Channel's 
documentary "Inside the Macy*s 
Parade" and in the online video series 
"64 and More" with Christina Abt.

A member of the IFEA since 1977, Jean 
proudly served on the IFEA Foundation 
Board and President's Council and was a 
frequent speaker and mentor at the annual 
IFEA conventions. She was honored to be 
a featured speaker and official member of 
the IFEA's first-ever delegation to China in 
2005. She strongly believed that the IFEA is 
essential to the events industry, educating 
creative event leaders for tomorrow, and 
unifying our international impact as 
professionals to create a better world.

Jean especially loved sharing her 
expertise and love for our industry with 
the IFEA Student Chapter and new/
young industry professionals. She ensured 
that her passion would be a part of our 
profession and association in perpetuity 
by creating the 'Jean McFaddin Legacy 
Scholarship,' "providing support to a 
deserving individual/organization who has 
had at least 2 years of active involvement, 
either as staff or volunteer, in producing 
a multi-dimensional event and whose 
career/life has been inspired or touched 
by the Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade."

Remembrance gifts may be made 
to the "Jean McFaddin Legacy 
Scholarship," through the IFEA 
Foundation's 'Fund for the Future.'

Thank you all for your continued 
support and furtherance of our global 
industry that Jean held so dear.

 
Sincerely,

Steven Wood Schmader, CFEE
President & CEO

International Festivals & 
Events Association
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This photo is priceless. The angel I held on to . . . 
HEAVENLY. Thank you, Jean for bringing Magic and 
Inspiration to a whole generation of families waking up on 
Thanksgiving Day to Macy*s Thanksgiving Parade for over 
25 years. To share one moment of one parade is worth a 
lifetime of smiles. "Believe." You inspired. I believe.

Kelven Tan
Dynamic Attractions

Vancouver, BS, Canada

All of us in the event world are deeply 
saddened by the passing of our friend Jean 
McFaddin. Our hearts are hurting with this 
loss. She was a friend, mentor and 
inspiration to so many of us and we are all 
better people and entertainers for having 
the privilege of knowing her. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to Susan Falk and all of 
Jean’s family during this most difficult time. I 

can’t imagine the loss that you must be feeling. The only solace is that she is now 
in heaven and God is having one heck of a parade to welcome her.

Sam Lemheney, CFEE
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Philadelphia, PA
I am deeply saddened by the loss of my dear 
friend, colleague, and mentor, Jean McFaddin. 
You taught me so much about getting things 
done, making things happen, while being true 
to yourself. You taught me about being a 
driving force of change and making a difference 
and loving and believing in yourself. My life is 
better in knowing you and learning from you! 
Thank you for sharing all of your Macy*s stories 
and for sharing you, and your unconditional 

love and friendship! You will be 
remembered, valued, and missed 
always.

Mary Ann Dilling, CFEE
Experimental Aircraft Association

Oshkosh, WI

My fondest memories of Jean 
include watching her interact 
with students and newcomers to 
the business. She never talked 
about who she was or what 
she had accomplished. She 
always wanted to know about 
them: what were they studying, 
what had they done, what did 
they want to do. She was a true 
mentor in every sense of the 
word and she taught hundreds 
of people through her kindness, 
compassion and commitment to 
excellence.

Ira L. Rosen, MA, CFEE
Temple University 

School of Sport, Tourism & 
Hospitality Management

Philadelphia, PA

Jean McFaddin touched the lives of so many 
within our industry and will be dearly missed. 
She was loved by so many and a friend to all.

MEMORIES
SHARED
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Heartbroken by the death of my 
friend, mentor and event industry 
icon, Jean McFaddin. Jean was the 
Producer of the Macy*s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade for more than 20 years. 
This past Thanksgiving, she gave my 
family grandstand seats at the start 
of the parade so that we could enjoy 
the parade in person. For almost 30 
years we have shared a hug, a glass 

wine and great conversation at the annual IFEA Convention. She made a lasting 
impact on so many.

Wright Tilley, CFEE
Boone & Watauga County Tourism Development Authority

Boone, NC

My favorite memory of Jean was our 
IFEA trip to speak at a conference in 
Beijing, China in 2005. Sitting on a 
panel at the end of the conference, the 
moderator, who fancied himself as a 
comedian, in Chinese, referred to Jean 
as being “out to pasture” and said I was 
large and looked like Pavarotti. He then 
asked me to sing for the audience. As 

the blood rushed to my face, Jean offered that we could lead the audience in a 
sing-along of “Home on the Range.” It was a magical moment that forever bonded 
us to one another. Jean always knew how to make lemonade out of lemons.

Bruce L. Erley
Creative Strategies Group

Denver, CO

Jean was such a wonderful lady who gave so much to all of us. I am certain that 
Jean will continue to be inspiration to all of us and the event world. I loved her 
style, her grace, her passion for people and teaching others.

Delores MacAdam
City of Ottawa

Ottawa, ON, Canada
Each time I think of 
Jean, her expressions, 
her smile, that twinkle 
in the eye, I smile 
warmly. It was that 
magical. Such was 
the joy to us all. 

Susan Falk please know we are all hugging 
you in these messages. We are with you 
and wish you strength and peace.

Kelven Tan
Dynamic Attractions

Vancouver, BS, Canada

What a privilege it was for us to 
have shared a wonderful 10 days 
with Jean and Suzy in South Africa 
in October 2016. Jean, as always 
with her wonderful sense of 
humour sharing her precious time 
and knowledge with everyone - 
family, friends, new entrants and 
youth in the event industry, tour 
guides and everyone who met 
Jean was enchanted. A true event 
industry friend over many years 
– many laughs – many smiles – 
she has left her legacy and will 
continue to inspire me and those 
she shared her wonderful stories 
with, for many years to come. 
With lots of love,

Janet & Crispin Landey 
Institute of Events 

Management
Johannesburg, South Africa
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Love, love, love this woman. What 
an amazing spirit she had. She 
cared deeply about the industry 
and the people who give their 
lives to it. I give thanks to God 
for her life and the privilege of her 
friendship over so many years.

Stephen King, CFEE
Des Moines Arts Festival 

Des Moines, IA

We are all saddened to learn of Jean’s passing. 
Jean was a great mentor, friend, and coach. 
She was always ready to help, coach and 
teach. She was a great listener, she always 
connected with you, and made a difference in 
the lives of the people she touched. 

In 2014 when I came to work at McAllen 
to start the McAllen Holiday Parade, the one 
person I had to call on was Jean McFaddin. 
Jean consulted with us in 2014 and 2015 in the 
step off and birth of the first McAllen Holiday 
Parade. In the Parade recap she wrote: 

“I was so impressed by Sally, Mike, and 
your Parade Team, starting with your dynamic 

Mayor and enthusiastic Commissioners group. There was a contagious energy 
in all of you that enhanced the event spirit in every way. Hats off to you, my friend! 
As you know from IFEA, I have always preached that “The Success of any Event 
is in your PEOPLE.” McAllen, Texas definitely ILLUMINATED this for me!”

When Jean committed to you, she gave you 120%. She was always very 
honest and direct, she said Joe “I learned years ago that a good critique identifies 
the strengths as well as the weakness of the event.”

She was a great servant and true friend to the industry and profession. We all 
know she was an Icon and a giant, who leaves a solid clear legacy and personal 
brand she built over a lifetime. Beyond her legacy, to me, she was “The PT 
Barnum of the parade profession and industry.”

Joe Vera, CFEE, CECD
Assistant City Manager

City of McAllen

Jean McFaddin was a “larger than life” industry icon 
that I was lucky enough to get to know as a friend 
and confidant. Our first extended time together was 
when, as the 2004 Chair of IFEA, I had the good 
fortune to travel to China to be a part of a 
government-sponsored seminar on Tourism and 
Special Events. Whether we were walking atop the 
Great Wall of China, viewing the terracotta warriors 
in Xian or just having a drink in the lounge of a hotel, 
Jean became a mentor and sounding board for 

managing the interactions of my professional and personal lives. She 
continued to play that role to this day and her counsel will be sorely missed. 
She and Susan came to the Kentucky Derby as my guest and served as a 
Pegasus Parade Float Judge. Our frantic phone calls as they were shopping 
for hats to wear to the Derby still bring a smile to my lips and, now, a tear of 
joy to my eye.

Mike Berry
President/CEO

Kentucky Derby Festival

Jean McFaddin. Listen to the 
passion in her voice in this video, 
that starry glint in her eyes when 
she speaks, the warmest smiles 
when sharing her stories and 
experiences. When you find 
someone that shows all these 
positive energies, you know you 
found an angel. How many do you 
know that have this unending love 
to give? She is a rare soul. God 
bless her soul. That video has 
changed my tears into smiles to 
relive my memories of seeing her 
speak, share and give again.

Kelven Tan
Dynamic Attractions

Vancouver, BS, Canada
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I shall never be the same again. Godma Jean 
McFaddin is now getting the angels ready for 
a grand parade. Jean and Susan showed me 
what love is between two beautiful souls. To 
have them in this picture is one of my greatest 
blessings in life. Goodbye Jean. I hear the 
trumpets warming up. I am sure it will be a 
GRAND PARADE. Love you. Oh, I know you 

will say not to cry but how can I not, when I have been touched by an angel. 
Rest In Peace. 17 April 2018.

Kelven Tan
Dynamic Attractions

Vancouver, BS, Canada

There’s that rare person 
you meet in life. 
Someone special, who 
takes the time to know 
you, encourage you, 
becomes a mentor… 
Someone who shares 
their experience…
someone who you could 
always talk to at a 

moment’s notice…someone who shared their special magic not just 
with you, but everyone she met… Jean McFaddin was certainly 
special. She touched the lives of millions, she’s shared her life and 
experiences with thousands in the event and parade world. And she 

had that someone special in her life, 
someone she could share her life with, 
and as if it could be any better – it 
was. My thoughts and prayers go out 
to Susan Falk and all of Jean’s family 
and friends. The Angels welcomed a 
special person on April 17th and Jean 
is leading the parade…

Ed Bautista, CFEE
Bautista Event Specialists Team

San Jose, CA

My phone rang 
and the woman 
on the other end 
of the line with a 
distinctive Texas 
twang said “It’s 
been a long time 

since I’ve hugged Mickey Mouse!” At 
the time I was the Director of Special 
Events for Disney Parks and Resorts.

Many corporations, Broadway 
producers and band directors can 
attest that it was simply impossible to 
say no to Jean McFaddin. 

It was July 1995 when I first met 
Jean in person. I remember it like it 
was yesterday. I walked into her office 
and she got up. She did not shake 
my hand - she gave me a giant hug! 
She was genuinely happy to meet me, 
and at that moment I knew we were 
connected for life.

So, fast forward to Thanksgiving 
morning…It’s cold and snowing 
in NYC (and I’m a Floridian). Jean 
invites us inside Macy’s for some hot 
cocoa and tells me, “We have plenty 
of gloves and hats at Macy’s… have 
them put it on my account. And, after 
the parade, please join me and Susan 
at our home for Thanksgiving dinner.”  
It was a day I will never forget! Jean 
made me feel like I was part of her 
family. I quickly discovered that she 
made every person she met feel like 
they were the most important person 
in the world.

Jean made me smile; she made 
everyone smile.  On our 2005 historic 
trip to China, while representing the 
IFEA, I watched Jean charm our host, 
the waiters, the translators, the street 
vendors, the hotel staff and the event 
professionals of Beijing. She was a 
magnet! People gravitated to her 
because she was filled with love and 
joy. What a gem. She will be missed 
by all but will never be forgotten.

Tom Bisignano, CFEE
Producer,

Orlando, FL

In 1992, IFEA held a Parade 
Seminar in conjunction with 
Macy*s Parade. Jean wasn’t 
involved with IFEA at that time, 
so we didn’t know what to expect. 
She bent over backwards to 
make sure IFEA and the Seminar 
attendees were taken care of. She 
hosted the opening Seminar in 
their store, and upon her arrival, 
Jean had Carol Channing with her. 
It’s something that all of us will 
remember. Jean always went that 
extra mile and truly cared about 
creating educational opportunities 
for members.

Bruce Skinner, CFEE
Bruce Skinner and Associates

Port Angeles, WA
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Our Bonnie Lass
Remembering Jean McFaddin

There will be many tributes based upon memories of the 
indomitable Jean McFaddin. Jean cultivated friends all over the 
world. My family were fortunate to be amongst them.

It began when a statuesque woman dressed in red and black, 
leaned across the aisle of the shuttle bus, grinned and said 
with a Texas drawl “Hi, I am Jean!” I politely smiled back, shook 
her hand and we headed off to attend the opening ceremonies 
of the International Festivals and Events Association (IFEA) 
fiftieth anniversary conference in San Antonio, Texas. During 
the short shuttle coach ride from the hotel to the convention 
centre, I learned that she had worked for Macy*s department 
stores and was from my home state of Texas. We also had both 
had attended the same drama school at the University of Texas 
in Austin. As she and I rose to depart the coach she turned to 
me and said, “Let’s have lunch today!” I apologized and told 
her that I had to write an academic paper in my hotel room and 

she gave me one of her huge Jean frowns of disappointment 
that many of us know so very well.

During the opening ceremony for the IFEA conference I asked 
a few friends about Jean’s background and they told me 
that she had been the producer of the Macy*s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade. Suddenly, a combined rush of nostalgia and 
embarrassment filled every inch of my being. How many 
American Thanksgiving mornings had I watched this iconic 
event on national American television and in the past twenty 
years this viewing included seeing the joy of my own children’s 
faces as they witnessed the huge colorful balloons and 
magnificent floats crowding the small television screen? I 
literally felt goose bumps rising as I recalled these happy times 
with my children as we watched Jean in her cowboy hat cut the 
ribbon and announce “Let’s have a parade!” 

Immediately upon returning to my hotel room I thought, well, 
I could write another academic paper or accept the lunch 
invitation of this wonderful woman. I telephoned Jean’s room 
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and said “Is the invitation to lunch still available?” She shouted 
“Of course!” and a few moments later we met in the lobby and 
headed over to San Antonio’s famed River Walk for a delightful 
lunch fueled with many margaritas.

Over lunch, we discovered that we had so much in common 
as Texans and I asked her if I might interview her for one of my 
forthcoming books. She agreed and asked if she could review 
my copy before final publication. I said that this was a common 
request and that I would be happy to send her my draft copy prior 
to publication. The conference ended and Jean returned to New 
York City and I to Philadelphia to continue my teaching career.

A few months later, I invited Jean and her partner Susan to visit 
us in Philadelphia and for Jean to deliver a talk for our students. 
Jean agreed and she and Suzy visited us a short time later. To 
honour Jean, I hosted a dinner in her honour on the fifty-third 
floor of Philadelphia’s Pyramid Club. I asked the chef to serve 
roast Turkey with all the trimmings and to carve it at the table 
to reflect the theme ‘Thanksgiving for Jean’. Our guests were 
immediately infatuated with both Jean and Suzy and the dinner 
was a great success, largely due to Jean and Suzy’s wonderful 
stories about their lives together.

A couple of years later, I re-invited Jean to Philadelphia to 
deliver the commencement speech at our academic graduation 
ceremony for students who were receiving qualification in 
events management. Once again, the audience was enthralled 
with Jean’s stories and she concluded her talk by surprising 
everyone as she literally sprinkled paper flutter – fetti (confetti) 
over the guests.

Jean, wherever she went, brought boundless charisma and 
similar to the confetti she sprinkled in Philadelphia, she 
also spread ample fairy dust upon the entire world that she 
conquered. She also regularly demonstrated boundless 
unconditional love throughout her long lifetime.

In 2007, I nominated Jean to be inducted into the Event’s 
Industry Hall of Fame. She and Suzy met me in Miami Beach, 
Florida and I had the privilege of presenting her with this award 
at a ceremony attended by over 1000 people. The next day, 
the three of us had breakfast together and I announced that 
I had accepted an invitation to lead a new research center in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

“That’s terrific!” Jean said without hesitation. “Did you know my 
family is Scottish.? We were MacLean’s.” We then discussed 
when she and Suzy might come and visit us in Scotland. I 
was pleasantly surprised, that unlike some others, she had not 
questioned my decision. Instead, she had embraced my new 
opportunity and together we celebrated our future happiness.

Although Jean rarely talked about her illness, I learned through 
friends that she had been diagnosed with throat cancer and 
had received an operation and chemotherapy. A few years later, 
she had further problems with swallowing and was advised by 
doctors to have a tracheotomy and she used her forefinger on 
it to talk for the rest of her life. The courage that Jean showed 
during her illness was a great source of inspiration to me and I 
vowed that if I ever had a similar health challenge I would carry 
on as valiantly and positively as Jean. 
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Her valor and courage, though impressive, should not have 
been surprising to me or anyone else. After all Jean McFaddin 
was a member of the Clan MacLean whose members 
supported Robert the Bruce by fighting in the War for Scottish 
Independence at Bannockburn over 700 years ago. The Clan 
MacLean was regularly attacked by other clans and were 
known and greatly respected by others for their honour in 
battle. The MacLean Clan logo is Virtue is Mine Honour.

Jean demonstrated to me over and over again, that she had the 
eye of an artist that was powered by a very human heart. The 
stories of her quietly helping others who were in distress could fill 
several volumes. Jean and her partner Suzy’s relationship spanned 
over four decades and this of course included periods of history 
that did not recognize nor support the rights of people who 
identified as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Transgender. Both Suzy 
and Jean reached out to those individuals from all backgrounds 
that had been disenfranchised from general society and provided 
boundless encouragement, love and of course, hope.

Her artist’s eye was brought to everyday life through the 
sumptuous meal’s she prepared for friends and family, her 
critical analysis of design and theatre and indeed every minute 
aspect of her rich life.

During one of our visits to New York City, Jean, Suzy, Nancy and 
our son and daughter in law dined together before attending 
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a play. Over dinner, I remarked that it appeared through my 
scholarly analysis, that the traditional parade may be facing 
decline due to rising costs and reduced civic support. I also 
stated that parades seemed to be increasingly overtaken in 
number and size by a preponderance of charity walks, fun 
runs, and marathons in towns and cities throughout America. 
Jean furrowed her mighty brow, lowered her voice to an even 
deeper level and said “Rubbish. Parades are growing and are 
stronger than ever. There will always be a need for parades!” 
I wisely decided not to argue the point any further and at 
the same time thought how fortunate the world of parades, 
festivals and events were to have Jean McFaddin as their 
global ambassador and champion. 

Perhaps, this is the future challenge that is issued directly from 
Jean. We must refine our artist’s eyes, strengthen our human 
hearts and insure that parades and other events that bring folk 
together for the purpose of human celebration, grow stronger 
and stronger to delight and inspire many future generations.

Regarding my profile of Jean in that text book, she received 
my draft copy and rewrote almost every line, improving my 
prose with every stroke of her mighty pen. Indeed, this is what 
her artist’s eye and her very human heart achieved in both her 
career and personal life. She made all of us significantly better. 

In Scotland, when someone we love departs us we say. “Haste 
ye back!” which means “Come back soon!” This bonnie lass, 
through the memories of her many friends, family and millions 
more who benefitted from her talent and kindness, shall indeed 
never actually leave us. Therefore, it is more appropriate to say 
“Fare ye well!” Fare ye well indeed, because of you, all of us, 
friends and strangers alike, shall now commit to preserving, 
continuing and expanding the precious legacy that you, as 
your final gift, have given to all of us.

Robert Burns, Scotland’s national poet and the author of Auld 
Lang Syne, said it best when in wrote in “A Red, Red Rose”…

So fair art thou, my bonnie lass,
So deep in luve am I;

And I will luve thee still, my dear,
Till a’ the seas gang dry.

Professor Joe Goldblatt, Ed.D., FRSA
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