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On Wednesday, October 6th, 2010, senior 
staff from Events New South Wales, Aus-
tralia, met and exchanged ideas with Jean 
Pelletier, General Director of Carnival de 
Québec, Canada, during his visit to Sydney. 
The meeting came about following con-
versations at this year’s IFEA Convention & 
Expo in St. Louis, Missouri (USA) this past 
September, where Sally Edwards, General 
Manager, Operations and Communica-
tions, of Events NSW, met up with Annick 
Marchand, the Communications and Mar-
keting Director of Carnaval de Québec.

Pelletier was in Sydney to attend the  
71st Skål International (Association of  
Travel and Tourism Professionals) World 
Congress on October 7th -12th, 2010.  
While there, he connected with Edwards 
and experienced several Sydney-inspired 
events, including the Australia versus Para-
guay Friendly International football match 
at the Sydney Football Stadium; the Night 
Noodle Markets, where forty tantalizing food 
stalls and live Asian-inspired entertainment 
adorned Sydney’s Hyde Park for two weeks; 
and the city’s unique Breakfast on the Bridge. 

The latter two events are part of the 
Crave Sydney International Food Festival 
– an annual city-wide celebration of 
Sydney’s unmatched food lifestyle, which 
ran from October 1-31, 2010.  

Held annually, this year’s Breakfast on 
the Bridge was another great success, with 
over 6,000 guests, including several of the 
world’s best international chefs, embark-

ing on a once-in-a-lifetime picnic experi-
ence on the Sydney Harbour Bridge. This 
year the event featured a football (soc-
cer)-inspired theme to support Sydney’s 
2022 football World Cup bid.  Several of 
Australia’s international Socceroos team 
members and World Champion Women’s 
football team, the Matildas, joined the 
experience, rolling a large, inflatable 
football down the middle of the bridge, 
adding another truly remarkable dimen-
sion to the event. 

The October outreach was a wonderful 
opportunity for the two event compa-
nies, one Australian, one Canadian, to 
share event experiences and ideas, as well 
as further develop networks across the 
globe.  Both organizations will continue 
to explore opportunities to partner in  
the future.
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Jean Pelletier, General Director
Carnaval de Québec
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Breakfast on the Bridge:
Sydney meets Quebec

Savvy networkers have heard of power 
breakfasts, but Sydney, Australia, has 
taken this to new heights, so to speak.
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Now in its second year, the New 
Zealand Festival of Body Art celebrates ex-
cellence in body painting and theatrical 
prosthetics. If you saw Lord of the Rings 
(filmed in New Zealand), then you have 
seen theatrical prosthetics in the form of 
latex-enhanced monsters and other body 
parts, from Saruman’s noses to the Elves’ 
pointed ear tips.

The 2011 New Zealand Festival of Body 
Art is held January 30 in Lake Taupo, 
and focuses on a cultural heritage theme, 
“Maori Myths and Legends.”

With a whirl of color and movement, 
out-of-this-world creatures, and mind-
blowing sets, the audience is transported 
to a special place and treated to a night of 
wonderful, creative entertainment.

Body painting’s roots stem from 
indigenous peoples adorning themselves 
in often primitive, but always artful ways. 
It is growing in popularity around the 
world. 
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Warwick Hall
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Body Art 2011: 
Maori Myths 
and Legends

Lightning Rider was a guest performer 
at Lake Taupo, New Zealand’s New Year’s 
Eve celebration.

The machine used to generate the 
lightning is based on the work of Nikola 
Tesla, who is known and credited as be-
ing the father of electricity. 

The performer wears a specially de-
signed mesh suit protecting him from the 
3,000,000 volts of electricity generated at 
the height of the show.

No need for to much crowd control 
here, when the lightning starts people 
step well back!! 
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“Lightning Rider” 
Strikes Again!
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The Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic 
Games swept into the city this past August 
with fanfare, spectacular fireworks, and 
a touch of magic, thanks to a dazzling 
opening ceremony on the floating stage 
on Marina Bay in downtown Singapore.  
Some 27,000 people filled the grandstands 
at ‘the float’ as Singapore welcomed 3,600 
young athletes from 204 National Olympic 
Committees to take part in 26 sports at the 
inaugural Youth Olympic Games.

Singapore had just over two years to pre-
pare for the Games after winning the hosting 
rights in February 2008. It was a whirlwind 
race to the finish, but the city-state has never 
failed to meet an events deadline. 

As the curtain rose on the opening 
ceremony on August 14, 2010, eighteen 
competition venues were in place, twenty-
six cultural and educational programs 
were ready to roll, 1,200 media were 
on hand to capture the moments, and 
20,000 international and local volunteers 
were already working behind the scenes. 
The volunteers came from schools, the 
private sector, national sports associations 
and the Singapore Sports Council (the 
national sports agency), which had organ-
ised the Asian Youth Games in 2009.

As the International Olympic Com-
mittee’s first new event in 85 years, the 
Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games were 
a shining tribute to the power of sports to 
bring people together. “The Youth Olympic 
Games have exceeded vastly my highest 
expectations,” said IOC President Jacques 
Rogge in his closing news conference. “I 
always knew it would be well organized, but 
I did not expect this level of perfection...I 
now have 22 Olympic Games under my belt 
but (Singapore) ranks at the very top.”

Singapore 
Scores Big Win 
with Inaugural 
Youth Olympic 

Games
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