
52	 INTERNATIONAL EVENTS	 2010

Ever wonder what could be the most ideal location for an 
outdoor music festival in Asia? Could you imagine being in 
the atmosphere of a rainforest? The Rainforest World Music 
Festival in Sarawak, Malaysia, is one of the 501 Must-Be-There 
Events recommended by the book of the same name. It takes 
place over three days in July each year, with this year’s dates 
running July 9-11, 2010.

Although the World Cup soccer/football match was on at 
the same time, the festival saw close to 20,000 people over 
the three days. This number included both locals and foreign 
visitors, with a majority of the audience from East Malaysia. 

In the Beginning
The festival started in 1998, attracting only 300 people. 

Ticket prices were RM30 (US$10) for a two-day pass and 
RM20 (US$7) for a one-day pass. Today, the Rainforest World 
Music Festival draws at least 20,000 people over three days. 
Ticket prices have also increased significantly. A one-day 
pass now is priced at RM110 (US$33) for adults and RM55 
(US$17) for children aged 3-12, and the three-day pass at 
RM300 (US$91) for adults and RM150 (US$45) for children 
aged 3-12. 
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Organizer
Supported by the government, Sarawak 

Tourism and Heritage Ministry and Tour-
ism Malaysia, the Sarawak Rainforest World 
Music Festival had its origins in the heart 
of a Canadian musician and producer 
named Randy Raine-Reusch. This pas-
sion for world music was transmitted to 
other key stakeholders in the community, 
including the local artists who formed the 
rest of the festival committee. 

Getting There
With the introduction of more budget 

airlines in Asia, shuttling over the week-
end to a country in the region seems like a 
short hop for dwellers in nearby Singapore 
and Malaysia. Sarawak is the largest state 
in Malaysia, located on the island of Bor-
neo and sharing a border with Indonesia.

Location
There are many excellent roots and world 

music festivals in the world, but Sarawak’s 
Rainforest World Music Festival is one of the 
few which truly matches locale to event.

The festival is located in the heart of 
one of the world’s oldest rainforests of 
the Malaysian Borneo jungle, at the Sar-
awak Cultural Village, located at the foot 
of Mount Santubong. Mount Santubong 
is approximately a 45-minute drive from 
the city center, Kuching. Shuttle service is 
available from designated festival hotels 
on a regular basis for RM5 (US$2).

The Sarawak Cultural Village is a living 
museum showcasing the state’s fascinating 
tapestry of tribes and peoples-- the Iban, 
Bidayuh, Orang Ulu, Penan, and other 
ethnic groups. The Sarawak Cultural Village 
is often referred to as a “living museum,” 
but this is only half the story. The Cultural 
Village is a living, thriving community, a 
“village-within-a-village,” where many of 
the staff and performers live, work, marry, 
and bring up families, devoting their lives 
to promoting and preserving the culture 
and traditions of their beloved Sarawak.

Festival Culture
Familiar outdoor festival cultural traits 

are observed, such as festival dwellers 
rolling in the muck and sinking their 
“Wellies” (rubber boots) in the mud. The 
atmosphere is sustained by the music and 
the natural setting of the rainforest. 

In the afternoon, the stage goes beyond 
the purpose-built venues, with several mu-
sic and dance workshops in the traditional 
longhouses. The programme is a musical 
adventure for avid music festival fans.

Artisans from the indigenous tribes can 
also be found at the Rainforest Worldcraft 
Bazaar, hosted by the Sarawak Craft 
Council, alongside their counterparts 
from the peninsula, Indonesia, Brunei, 
and India. 

Festival’s Fringe
Expect the unexpected! That is the 

philosophy behind the smörgåsbord of pro-
grams in the festival. It doesn’t matter to the 
majority of the audience who is performing, 
as they are satisfied simply to be soaking in 
the nature and the culture of Sarawak. The 
festival features up to twenty-one perform-
ing groups from the region, as well as musi-
cians from Japan, Canada, Europe, Bulgaria, 
Portugal, Peru, the Reunion Islands, Iran, 
Russia, and the Czech Republic, plus two 
local bands from Sarawak. 

The festival program in the afternoon 
transformed the festival village into a mu-
sic academy. Music workshops brought 
the audience closer to the musicians as 
they were treated to the sight, feel, and 
the sound of different ethnic musical 
instruments from around the globe. 
There was no lack of food and beverage 
stalls offering a variety of local cuisines to 
keep participants satisfied throughout the 
evening performances. The festival offers 
something for everyone: pottery, learning 
a craft, checking out the traditional way 
of making “kuih kuih” (Malay word for 
small delicacies), picnicking around the 
pond, or just chatting up the locals to 
find out more about Sarawak.

Accommodation
The festival grounds are an attraction 

on their own. The name is both appeal-
ing and suspenseful. Visitors are also 
drawn by the type of accommodations 
available on site, from traditional Malay 
longhouses to luxurious beach resorts.

There are about twenty-five budget hotels 
surrounding the village. An authentic way 

For More Info:
Rainforest World Music Festival
July	9	–	11,	2010	
Sarawak	Cultural	Village
Santubong	Sarawak,	Borneo,	Malaysia	
Sarawak	Tourism	Board	(Organizer)
T:	+6	082	423	600	
F:	+6	082	416	700
www.rainforestmusic-borneo.com

Rainforest World Craft Bazaar
July	8	–	11,	2010
Sarawak	Cultural	Village
Santubong	Sarawak,	Borneo,	Malaysia	
Sarawak	Craft	Council,	Ramsay	Ong’s	
Gallery	and	Heidi	Munan	(Organizers)
T:	+6	082	245	652	(SCC)
				+6	082	424	346	(Ramsay	O.G.)
				+6	082	612	463	(Heidi	Munan)
F:	+6	082	416	700
www.sarawakhandicraft.com
muheidi@pc.jaring.my

of experiencing the culture of the dwell-
ers in the village, however, is to avoid the 
comforts of accommodations with interna-
tional standards and stay in the longhouses 
located within the cultural village. 

Four such longhouses function as 
guesthouses. These dwellings are raised 
on stilts to avoid floods and catch 
breezes. The dwellings aren’t devoid of 
modern conveniences: Satellite-TV dishes 
and electric lights, for instance, are as 
common here as in city apartments. But 
longhouses preserve the communal way 
of life and customs practiced in Borneo 
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