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Everyone Hates Lawyers Until You Need One – 
Legal Basics 101 for Festivals & Events 
 
Jeff English, CFEE 
Sr. Vice President of Administration/General Counsel 
Kentucky Derby Festival 
Louisville, KY 
 
There are continuing education sessions that are the proverbial cheeseburger and 
fries. Fun, creative, juicy, i.e. “that sounds like fun so I’ll give it a shot!” Then there 
are sessions where you chow down on grilled chicken and vegetables because it’s good for you. Consider 
this grilled chicken smothered in nacho cheese!  
 
Contracts, insurance, risk management, trademarks, copyrights, indemnification, collections, waivers, 
litigation, safety procedures. These are all legal issues that Festivals and Events must confront in a 
litigious society. Gone are the days asking volunteers to show up without signing a waiver. Say hello to 
protecting a Festival’s financial future with indemnification and assumption of risk provisions in contracts. 
Gone are the days of not being concerned about the value of an event’s brand equity in a community. 
Say hello to protecting the intellectual property rights of an event whose name has real value. What are 
the appropriate steps to protect your Festival if a patron is injured at an event? What is the “real world” 
implementation of the “risk management” check lists that your insurance company gives you? These are 
complex and difficult questions to correctly answer without the advice of a lawyer. Please join Jeff English 
as he provides insight into these legal issues and others during this webinar. 
 

Jeff English is the Sr. Vice President of Administration/General Counsel of the Derby Festival. After 
graduating from Washburn University School of Law (Topeka, KS) in 2004, Jeff worked in politics and 

practiced law before joining the Derby Festival staff. As General Counsel for the Derby Festival, he is 
charged with overseeing all of the Festival’s legal issues, along with serving as its risk management 

officer.  
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