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After each IFEA COVID-19 Forum Webinar, we have quite a number of questions from the attendees that we did not 

have time to answer. All those submitted to the IFEA post-Webinar, will be sent to the speakers from each Webinar, 
and answers are provided here. 

 
Question: Do you think people will be less afraid of the coronavirus next year and will be able to enjoy these 

festivals? 

Answer from Bill O’Toole: My background is in mathematics and probability. The trajectory of the virus and its 

response by Government uses a lot of these tools - curves, rates, modelling, factor analysis... and more.  Hence I 
analyse the validity of the information and its analysis, not the medicine. My thoughts are to look at SARS and other 

pandemics in the past. This does not give 100% correct answers but it allows you to think a lot more optimistically and 
not to get swamped by the negativity.  The main lessons from catastrophic risk is that it is unpredictable and you have 
to work with probability. For example - NOTE - this is probability: 

1. If the spread is slow and limited, it could, like some pandemics just go away on its own, due to mutations and 

other factors.  
2. As we don't have the data, the death rate may be actually very low compared to the infections rate. Which 

puts it into a different category. 

3. We tend to forget human ingenuity in solving so many major problems in the past. There are many reports 
that labs are working on a variety of treatments and testing methods. The world's best minds are working on 
this. 

There is a lot more, but you should not rule out a variety of solutions to this pandemic and some may even occur over 

the next few weeks. Hence when I talked about New Year’s Eve celebrations in Sydney, I mentioned a variety of 
'scenarios'. They are working using risk and probability. In short: don't give up hope. 

Answer from Johan Moerman: Maybe some will, but I don't think that the majority of our consumers will be afraid 

for the virus when the festivals take place again. First of all the government will not allow festivals until it is safe and 

most people trust that judgement (at least in my country). Secondly: now that the country is opening up again we can 

see a first glimpse of what will happen. Yesterday our local IKEA reopened and the result was a long line with people 

that were eager to get in again :-) The same thing will happen when our festivals are back again! 

 


