
Pete Van de Putte, CFEE, was born and 
raised in San Antonio, Texas where he 
still lives with his wife, Leticia. They 
have 6 children and 16 grandchilden. 
Pete grew up helping his parents in 
the family business making flags and 
decorating festivals, fairs and assist-
ing with other special events.

Today, it would be hard to identify a more respected and 
beloved figure in the festivals and events industry. With 
a degree and career background in Music Education, 
added to his incomparable support of the event profes-
sion and those who serve it, he is “Mr. Holland” and all 
of those whose lives he has touched are his opus. He is 
also an innovative and resourceful business leader who 
is an inspiration to his employees as well as other busi-
ness owners and professionals.

As President & CEO of Dixie Flag Event Services  
Team (DFEST), Pete has served the festival and event 
industry as a full service event support company that 
makes flags, banners, and decorations for events across 
the country. In his volunteer capacity, Pete has served 
as Chair of the Texas Festivals & Events Association 

(TFEA), the International Festivals & Events Association 
(IFEA) World Board, and the IFEA Foundation Board, 
as well serving as a board member of the Texas Fairs & 
Events Board, among many other business and commu-
nity related positions.

In his honor, the Texas Festivals & Events Association 
presented Pete with their Hall of Honor Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and named the Texas Endowment for the 
International Festivals & Events Association Foundation 
Scholarship the “Pete Van de Putte Scholarship.” Fitting-
ly, it is designed to provide support and opportunities to 
deserving Texas professionals and organizations in the 
field that he has helped to build.
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