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Overview Information 
 
A. Introduction/Background of main event: 
 
One of the original events produced by the 500 Festival, the IPL 500 Festival Parade has grown to be one of the 
signature events held in the United States each year. The Parade is the only 500 Festival event that has taken 
place every year since the organization’s founding in 1957.  
 
A celebration of the world’s largest single-day sporting event, the Indianapolis 500, the IPL 500 Festival Parade 
serves as a community-led tradition that showcases Indianapolis on a world stage. The IPL 500 Festival Parade 
delivers community spirit, volunteerism, participation, inclusion, entertainment, social connecting and even 
business networking.  
 
On May 25, 2018, more than 3,700 IPL 500 Festival Parade participants came together to put on this epic show. 
300,000 spectators lined the streets of downtown Indianapolis, joined by another one million watching from their 
televisions around the country, to view one of the nation’s premier parades. 
 
Spectators at the 62

nd
 annual IPL 500 Festival Parade experienced the pageantry and larger-than-life floats light 

up the streets of downtown Indianapolis. Celebrities and dignitaries, acclaimed marching bands, patriotic units, 
energetic performers, spectacular floats and giant helium balloons filled the streets to celebrate the world’s largest 
single-day sporting event, the Indianapolis 500. 
 
The tradition continued with the 33 starting drivers of the 102

nd
 Running of the Indianapolis 500 served as 

honorary grand marshals, riding in the traditional rows of three, with the winner of the pole position bringing up the 
rear. 
 
Date: The 62

nd
 annual IPL 500 Festival Parade was held on May 25, 2018 - the eve of the Indianapolis 500.  

 
Time: IPL 500 Festival Parade festivities started at 11:45 am and step off was at noon.  
 
Location: Downtown Indianapolis. Parade starts at Pennsylvania and North Street, continues south down 
Pennsylvania before heading west on Washington Street, then heading north on Meridian Street through 10th 
Street. The Parade route includes passing through Indianapolis' iconic Monument Circle.   
 
Tickets:  

 VIP TV Zone: Front Row - $40 

 VIP TV Zone: Bleachers- $35 

 Front Row Chair Seats (along route) - $24 

 Second Row Chair Seats (along route) - $18  

 Bleachers (along route) - $16 

 Value Section Front Row Chairs (final 3 blocks of the route) - $18 

 Value Section Second Row Chairs (final 3 blocks of the route) - $10 
 
Additional Seating: The public can view the Parade from along the route. Spots are reserved on a first come, 
first reserved basis and non-ticketed spectators can’t obstruct the view of ticketed patrons.   
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B. Description and purpose / objective of Event within Festival  
 
One of the inaugural 500 Festival events, the IPL 500 Festival Parade was born in 1957 by four civic leaders who 
recognized the need to create a special event preceding the Indianapolis 500. The 500 Festival Committee felt 
the project should be a civic-oriented, annual activity keyed to the 500-Mile Race.  
 
Over the next 60 days, the committee charted the necessary steps to launch the Parade. Units of the parade 
included nearly every high school band in the Indianapolis area, the Purdue University Marching Band, the 
Indianapolis Police Department Motorcycle Drill Team, local military organizations, 20 floats and all 33 pace cars. 
Actress Cyd Charisse and Hugh O’Brien, television’s "Wyatt Earp," perched on the backs of convertibles and 
waved to a crowd of over 150,000 people lining the parade route. 
 
61 years later, the IPL 500 Festival Parade continues to be a cornerstone event for the Indianapolis community. 
 
The objective for the IPL 500 Festival Parade is to provide the community and its visitors with a celebration of the 
spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis. By bringing this celebration to the streets of downtown Indianapolis, the IPL 
500 Festival Parade helps make race weekend relevant and exciting for everyone. By producing one of the top 
parades in the country, which in turn drives Parade ticket sales, the Parade provides revenue to support the 
organization’s free programs and events. 
 
This year, more than 300,000 people lined the streets of downtown Indianapolis on the Saturday of Memorial Day 
weekend to enjoy this spectacular event. Approximately 2,500 volunteers helped coordinate the 2018 IPL 500 
Festival Parade. The Parade featured the drivers of the 2018 Indianapolis 500, 33 500 Festival Princesses, 
spectacular floats, marching bands, giant helium balloons and specialty units. In addition, the Parade was 
nationally televised on NBC Sports Network and locally on WTHR, Channel 13, and Indianapolis’ NBC affiliate.  
 
Throughout the years, the financial support from the title sponsor and float and balloon sponsors has helped to 
further the development of creative ideas to enhance the Parade on the street as well as its telecast. Each year 
the Parade reflects the 500 Festival theme through its floats and special décor on the Parade route. This year’s 
theme was Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis. 
 
2018 marked the 62

nd
 running of the IPL 500 Festival Parade. The 2018 Parade was most certainly a colorful 

celebration of the community as well as Indiana’s greatest month – May. 
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C. Target audience and attendance / number of participants: 
 
The IPL 500 Festival Parade has something for everyone – from celebrities and colorful floats to balloons and 
marching bands, or the starting grid of the Indianapolis 500 – people young and old and from every background 
travel to downtown Indianapolis to experience the celebration. A total of 300,000 spectators line the two-mile 
Parade route. Approximately 47% of attendees are from the greater Indianapolis area. Another 10% were from 
other cities and towns in Indiana, and 43% were from another state or country.  
 
The IPL 500 Festival Parade reached an extensive offsite audience through its broadcast to the Indianapolis 
market on NBC affiliate, WTHR, its national broadcast on NBC Sports; and live streaming on WTHR’s website.   
 
WTHR’s live broadcast of the IPL 500 Festival Parade (May 26, Noon - 2pm) was watched in more homes than 
any program on any other broadcast station all day, had more than 5x the viewership as the #2 broadcast station 
in the time period and averaged 50% more viewing households than other major stations combined. NBC Sports’ 
broadcast of the IPL 500 Festival Parade (May 26, 4 -6 pm ET) earned its highest national broadcast ratings since 
2011.  
 
The 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade lineup featured 110 units, which included floats, balloons, marching bands, 
specialty units, celebrities, VIPs, and the 33 starting drivers for the 102

nd
 running of the Indianapolis 500. 

 

 9 floats  

 18 giant helium balloons  

 13 marching bands  

 33 Indy 500 drivers  

 33 500 Festival Princesses 

 5 equine units 
 
Appearing in the IPL 500 Festival Parade:  

 Cara Mund - Miss America 2018  

 Ben Higgins - The Bachelor 

 Doug Jones - Star of the Academy Award-Winning movie, The Shape of Water  

 Victor Oladipo - 2018 NBA All Star, Indiana Pacers 

 Geoff Stults & Kenny Sheard - Actors from the movie, 12 Strong 

 Soldiers from Special Forces Operational Detachment - Alpha 595 and Task Force Dagger 595, the real 
life inspiration behind the movie, 12 Strong 

 Racing legends Bobby Unser & Lyn St. James   

 4 Star General Joseph L Lengyel, Chief of the National Guard Bureau 
 
The IPL 500 Festival Parade's opening performance featured:  

 Grammy award-winning violinist, producer and humanitarian, Miri Ben-Ari. 

 A flyover conducted by two Blackhawk helicopters courtesy of the 38th Combat Aviation Brigade of the 
Indiana National Guard 

 Technology and light dance group and breakout stars of "America's Got Talent", iLuminate  

 The Indianapolis Colts Cheerleaders 

 Waving the green flag to officially start the 62nd IPL 500 Festival Parade were a group of sailors from the 
newly christened USS Indianapolis, the newest namesake for the city 
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D. Overall revenue /expense budget of event 

 
Proceeds from the IPL 500 Festival Parade help support the 500 Festival’s free programs and events.  Every 
effort is made to ensure that the event is run efficiently. While the 500 Festival does not release specific financial 
information. An overview of the Parade’s revenue and expenses are included below.  
 
Revenue 

Sponsorship 65% 

Ticket Sales & Vending 35% 

 
Expenses 

Administration 35% 

Event Production 18% 

Content 26% 

Broadcast 21% 
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E. Tie-in of program to main festival  
 
One of the original 500 Festival events, the IPL 500 Festival Parade was born in 1957 by four civic leaders who 
recognized the need to create a special event preceding the Indianapolis 500. The 500 Festival Committee felt 
the project should be a civic-oriented, annual activity keyed to the 500-Mile Race.  
 
Over the next 60 days, the committee charted the necessary steps to launch the Parade. Units of the parade 
included nearly every high school band in the Indianapolis area, the Purdue University Marching Band, the 
Indianapolis Police Department Motorcycle Drill Team, local military organizations, 20 floats and all 33 pace cars. 
Actress Cyd Charisse and Hugh O’Brien, television’s "Wyatt Earp," perched on the backs of convertibles and 
waved to a crowd of over 150,000 people lining the parade route. 
 
More than 60 years later, the IPL 500 Festival Parade continues to be a cornerstone event for the Indianapolis 
community. 
 
The objective for the IPL 500 Festival Parade is to provide the community and its visitors with a celebration of the 
spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis. By bringing this celebration to the streets of downtown Indianapolis, the IPL 
500 Festival Parade helps make race weekend relevant and exciting for everyone. By producing one of the top 
parades in the country, which in turn drives Parade ticket sales, the Parade provides revenue to support the 
organization’s free programs and events. 
Throughout the years, the financial support from the title sponsor, float, and balloon sponsors have helped to 
further the development of creative ideas to enhance the Parade on the street as well as its telecast. Each year 
the Parade reflects the 500 Festival theme through its floats and special décor on the Parade route. This year’s 
theme was Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis. 
 
2018 marked the 62

nd
 running of the IPL 500 Festival Parade. The 2018 Parade was most certainly a colorful 

celebration of the community as well as Indiana’s greatest month – May. 
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F. Duration of the program (start to finish) and years program has been part of the event 
 
The 500 Festival Parade is the only 500 Festival event that has taken place every year, beginning in 1957. 2018 
marked the 62

nd
 running of the IPL 500 Festival Parade.  

 
The 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade has a two-mile route through downtown Indianapolis that takes about 50 
minutes for each unit to complete. Pre-Parade festivities, including performances from the Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Police Department Motorcycle Drill Team and Gordon Pipers start at 11:45 am. The first unit steps 
off at noon and the Parade is complete around 2:00 PM.  
 
Additional festivities occur both before and after the Parade. At 10:00 AM all participating VIPs and celebrities are 
invited to attend a pre-Parade breakfast at the Indianapolis-Marion County Library and after the Parade, a 
Volunteer Party is held to thank all volunteers for their hard work throughout the day. 
 
Activities surrounding the IPL 500 Festival Parade include:  
 
Monday, May 14  

 Volunteer orientation and specialized training for the following roles: Ask Me, Marshaling & Marching 
Bands 

 
Tuesday, May 15  

 Meeting and specialized training for Parade Area Captain Volunteers.  
 
Wednesday, May 16  

 Distribution of materials and apparel for remaining IPL 500 Festival Parade Volunteers 
 
Saturday, May 19  

 The 500 Festival thanked all Parade volunteers at the annual 500 Festival Volunteer Appreciation Day, 
hosted at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Volunteers enjoyed lunch, raffle prizes, thank you gifts, and 
free tickets to qualifications for the 102

nd
 Running of the Indy 500.  

 
Wednesday, May 23 

 The IPL 500 Festival Parade Float Preview Party is hosted at Expo Design’s warehouse. We invite our 
board members, Parade committee members, volunteers, sponsors and other stakeholders to get an up-
close view of the floats that will appear in the Parade later that week. At this event, all float awards are 
announced and presented to sponsors, including the coveted Sweepstakes Trophy for the best overall 
entry. All Indianapolis TV stations broadcasted from the exclusive event.  

 
Saturday, May 26 (Parade Day):  

 During the hours before the Parade, numerous street performers roam the route, entertaining spectators 
before the event reaches them. We also utilize radio partners to provide entertainment for the various 
routes.  

 On the day of the Parade, we invite all participating VIPs and celebrities to attend a pre-Parade breakfast 
at the Indianapolis-Marion County Library 

 After the Parade concludes, a Volunteer Party is held to thank all volunteers for their hard work 
throughout the day. 
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G. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with event and benefit to 
each (if applicable): 

 
Unlike most of our other events, the benefits of sponsoring the Parade are fairly standardized. Each sponsored 
Parade unit has its name and title on a banner preceding, and each unit sponsor is recognized during the local 
and national broadcast, and by announcers along the Parade route. The company’s logo will appear on all 
publications and webpages promoting the Parade lineup and all advertising mediums. A package of tickets to the 
Parade is provided to each sponsor, many of which are used for employee incentives. Additionally, balloon 
sponsors have the option of having their employees be the balloon handlers: a unique benefit and opportunity for 
their team. 
 
Each year, more than 300,000 people along the parade route watch this annual tradition. From young families to 
senior citizens, this event brings a wide range of visitors. Of course, any company has a large number of potential 
customers in a crowd of that size. But moreover, everyone in attendance is someone who either lives in 
Indianapolis or is enjoying our city for the day or weekend. We speak to companies who have a vested interest in 
the city and talk to them about how their support of the Parade is showing their support for the city of Indianapolis 
and state of Indiana. Not only is their sponsorship a component of their marketing plan, a company’s participation 
also goes a long way in building internal moral.  
 
Our current roster of event sponsors total at least 120 years of partnership, including our current title sponsor, 
Indianapolis Power and Light. At minimum, IPL has sponsored a float since the Parade’s inception.  
 
Upon completion of each year’s Parade, we begin to collect all promotional materials and media results to create 
a custom event recap for each sponsor. We take the time to sit down with each sponsor to discuss that year’s 
event and their experience throughout the year. This allows us to make a transition by discussing the things that 
could be improved on for the following year. At that point the renewal process begins as we discuss how to 
include the ideas into the next sponsorship agreement. 
 
Volunteers: 
Much of the success of the 500 Festival is due to the support received by the community. More than 7,000 
volunteers lend a hand throughout the month of May to help execute all the 500 Festival events. Volunteers from 
schools, corporations, public service agencies and local churches are just a few examples of the diverse groups 
and individuals that comprise the 500 Festival Volunteer Program.  
 
Number of Parade volunteers: 2,500 
IPL 500 Festival Parade Total Volunteer Hours = 11,117.85 
Percentage of Total Volunteer Hours: 34.5% 
 
We also partner with local Boy Scouts of America troops to help with Parade setup. The morning of the Parade, 
approximately 1000 scouts and their chaperones set up and number all of the ticketed chairs that line the two-mile 
route. Once this job is complete, they serve as ushers for the ticket purchasers. 
 
The 500 Festival’s Princesses also participate in the Parade. They spend the months and weeks leading up to 
Memorial Day serving as ambassadors for our organization, and the Parade is one of the ways in which we show 
our support and thanks for all of their hard work. They ride on a custom-built float and wave to spectators 
throughout the entire Parade route. 
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H. What makes the event unique & creative: 
 
The 500 Festival showcases the city of Indianapolis to the world through a myriad of cultural, educational and 
social events and programs that draw participation from more than 500,000 people annually. The IPL 500 Festival 
Parade gathers 300,000 alone. With continued support from the community, in addition to its national television 
broadcast, the Parade continues to expand the celebration and impact of the Indy 500 for the past 62 years and 
counting. 
 
Only the IPL 500 Festival Parade could bring together such an eclectic assortment of heroes and stories, 
ensuring that there is something of interest for spectators of all ages and stations of life. From the first mother in 
space, to professional football players, to multi-platinum pop recording artists, to marching bands, race car drivers 
spanning multiple generations, and war heroes of all ranks, the IPL 500 Festival Parade provides a vehicle to 
make the Indianapolis 500 relevant – and fun – for everyone.  
 
In the midst of 300,000 spectators, there is a spot for everyone at the IPL 500 Festival Parade, including those 
with physical challenges. Many years ago, the 500 Festival initiated its Committee for Those with Physical 
Challenges, a program to assist elderly and handicapped citizens from 30 agencies across Indiana, ensuring that 
all are able to enjoy the Parade for free. Now referred to as the ADA Committee, this group operates on an 
invitation-only basis and assists around 500 people who typically aren’t able to come out for such a large event 
like the Parade. In addition, ADA Committee arranges for the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department to 
escort the agency vehicles to a designated parking lot near the corresponding seating section. The ADA 
Committee provides water and port-o-lets exclusively for the section to avoid crowds and discomfort. Local Boy 
Scout troops help put up all of the chairs for seating along the route.  
 
The theme for the 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade was Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis.  
 
Tying into the theme for this year’s Parade, the opening performance consisted of an electrifying, high-energy 
performance by Grammy Award-winning violinist and producer, Miri Ben-Ari, entertainment technology dance 
group, iLuminate, and the Indianapolis Colts cheerleaders. 
 
The 500 Festival uses the coveted role of Grand Marshal of the IPL 500 Festival Parade as a platform to highlight 
important work being done by Hoosiers throughout our community and world. This year’s Grand Marshals, Abby 
Abel and Mitch Bonar, are tireless advocates for Unified Sports. Abby and Mitch are true catalysts for social 
change and their tireless work to ignite change within our community is inspirational. Their ability to use sports to 
give a voice to everyone is remarkable and the work that they have done and continue to do will change the 
world. The IPL 500 Festival provided a platform for the community to come together and celebrate their friendship 
and their commitment to making a difference. The Parade was proud to honor Abby and Mitch – and the work 
being done in schools throughout Indiana – to break down the barriers that have been built between those with 
intellectual disabilities and those without. 
 
The mission of the 500 Festival is to enrich lives and foster positive community impact. As such, great effort is 
made to ensure that all members of the community feel welcome. The IPL 500 Festival Parade hosted individuals 
from 26 different organizations serving those with special needs. The organizations were provided with 
complimentary, reserved seating in a designated section as well as a personal police escort to their section on the 
parade route. The purpose of this section is to offer the opportunity to see the parade to people who wouldn’t 
normally be able to get there without our assistance.  
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I. Overall Effectiveness/Success of Program: 
 
An aggressive marketing plan, including print, radio and online ads, social media, television and radio promotions, 
direct mail and email marketing, coupled with a strategic PR campaign helped contribute to the success of the 
2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade as more than 300,000 people attended the Parade.  
 
Media coverage for the 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade was at an all-time high. The Parade earned nearly 700 
pieces of media coverage, a 20% increase over 2017. In addition, media impressions for the event quadrupled 
over 2017.  
 
The Parade was covered by top tier outlets including: MSN, Forbes, USAToday, ESPN, Reader’s Digest and 
Travel + Leisure. In addition, the Parade received broadcast coverage in 46 different media markets around the 
United States.  
 
The Parade continues to receive substantial media coverage within the market and was covered by every local 
media outlet and many of the other media outlets around the state. 
 
The 500 Festival created pole banners to be displayed in downtown Indianapolis. Promotional partnerships with 
our sponsors and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway proved to be valuable in driving ticket sales. IPL and the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway inserted ticket flyers in their billing statements and The Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis, Visit Indiana, Visit Indy and Downtown Indy all provided the Parade with complimentary ad space in 
their email and print newsletters.  
 
Looking at the results from the 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade survey, we can determine the following: 
 

 84% ranked the overall experience of the Parade as excellent or good 

 68% plan on attending next year based on their experience in 2018 

 83% rated value of their purchase as fair or above 

 76% rated volunteers as helpful or very helpful 

 95% rated the Parade floats as better than average or great 

 98% rated the Parade bands as better than average or great 

 93% rated the Parade balloons as better than average or great 

 70% heard about Parade because they have attended before 

 90% of spectators attended with family 

 75% said that this was not their first time attending the Parade 
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Supporting Question 
 
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples. 
 
With a rich history spanning 62 parades, the IPL 500 Festival Parade must continually evolve over the years to 
ensure that the program remains relevant, while providing the best experience possible. Key 
updates/enhancements for the 2018 Parade include:  
 
Opening Production 
Tying into the theme for this year’s Parade, the opening performance consisted of an electrifying, high-energy 
performance by Grammy Award-winning violinist and producer, Miri Ben-Ari, entertainment technology dance 
group, iLuminate, and the Indianapolis Colts cheerleaders. The artists and 500 Festival collaborated together in 
the months and weeks leading up to the Parade and came together on-site to deliver a seamless performance. 
Together, they performed the National Anthem timed with a Blackhawk helicopter flyover, and then transitioned 
into a performance of one of Miri’s original songs “10 Commandments”. The whole production was high energy 
and set an excellent tone to kick off the 62

nd
 IPL 500 Festival Parade. 

 
Gold Star Families 
In collaboration with Survivor Outreach Services, a program designed to provide support to families who have 
experienced the loss of a service member, the 2018 Parade featured a patriotic star balloon that was carried by 
members of Gold Star Families from Indiana. Paying tribute to Gold Star Families in an integral part of the month 
of May, and we were particularly honored to be able to pay tribute to these individuals on the Saturday of 
Memorial Day weekend. The individuals carrying this balloon received standing ovations in every section of the 
entire 2-mile Parade route. 
 
Enhancements to TV Zone 
Several elements were added to the TV Zone of the Parade to enhance the visual experience for those in 
attendance, and those watching the parade on television. We added a 60-foot section of video board panels in the 
middle of this zone. On the board, we scrolled company logos as sponsored units passed by, and incorporated 
some of our own messaging and branding throughout the parade. In addition, we added a 20 foot by 12 foot 
balloon installation to add a decorative element as the backdrop for the television broadcast. 
 
Bilingual Seating Sections 
This year’s Parade featured a new bilingual section along the Parade route to help enhance and enrich the 
experience for a wide range of spectators and visitors. In four of the 34 total seating sections, the public address 
during the parade was delivered in both English and Spanish.  
 
Value Seating Sections 
A new value seating section was introduced to offer a lower priced ticket option along the parade route. Six of the 
34 total seating sections offered reserved seats for as low as $10.  
 
12 Strong/Task Force Dagger 595 
A float sponsored by The American Legion featured a replica of the “America’s Response” Monument that 
overlooks the National September 11 Memorial & Museum in New York City. On Parade day, the float carried, 
real-life heroes of Task Force Dagger 595 Mark Nutsch, Will Summers and Chris Spence, the first Green Beret 
Special Forces Unit sent to Afghanistan following September 11, 2001. They were joined by several members of 
the cast of 12 Strong, including Geoff Stults and Kenny Sheard, who both played the characters of soldiers in 
attendance. 
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Supporting Materials 
 
Printed materials  

1. IPL 500 Festival Parade Lineup in Indianapolis Star  
2. Parade Route Map  

 
Promotional / marketing / media materials  

1. 2018 Parade Theme Press Release  
2. 2018 Grand Marshal Press Release  
3. 2018 Parade Broadcast: https://vimeo.com/274023766/8f36bea11d 

 
Merchandise Materials  

1. Balloon Costume Guide 
 
Information provided to participants / volunteers / sponsors / students / charities  

1. Participant Information Packet  
 
Supporting photographs (next pages)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/274023766/8f36bea11d
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500 Festival Announces Theme for 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade 

Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis. 
 

INDIANAPOLIS (December 6, 2017) – The 500 Festival, a nonprofit 
organization providing life-enriching events and programs that celebrate the 
spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500®, today announced the theme for 
the 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade; Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis.  
 
“The 2018 theme for the IPL 500 Festival Parade is very meaningful, not just 
for the mission of the 500 Festival and IPL, but for this entire city and its 
celebration of May,” said Bob Bryant, president and CEO of the 500 Festival. 
“Not only does our title sponsor IPL illuminate Indy every single day – and as 
a sponsor since the very first Parade in 1957 – but together we can highlight 
Indy’s commitment to innovation through this year’s celebration. It’s sure to 

be a spectacular occasion as we put Indy center stage and light it up for the world to take notice.”  
 
2018 Parade Theme: Every May, the world turns its focus on Indianapolis. Beaming with civic pride and 
radiating a racing spirit, together we can present a city that shines bright at the forefront of a cutting edge 
world. 2018 is about illuminating the history, tradition, and sacrifices of our heroes on Memorial Day 
Weekend, while looking forward and saluting Indy’s commitment to innovation. This May, it’s “Showtime” 
for a city that deserves to be the star. So let’s turn the lights up high, point the camera on Indy, and take 
action for the 102

nd
 Running of the Indy 500. Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis.     

 

“We are incredibly excited about the theme for the 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade,” said Rafael Sanchez, 
IPL President and CEO. “At IPL, we’ve leveraged opportunities to create new solutions for our customes 
through a number of sustainability, innovation and community involvement initiatives so this year’s theme 
is a home run. The idea of illuminating Indianapolis makes this celebration very special for us, and we 
can’t wait to help power the parade for the 62

nd
 time.”  

 
The 2018 theme was inspired by two very important goals and trends for the 500 Festival, the state of 
Indiana and the city of Indianapolis.  
 
The first is “illuminate.” As an organization, the 500 Festival’s mission is to enrich and impact lives 
through its events and programs. Illuminating that impact starts with highlighting the many different ways 
our city and state rally together to enrich lives through celebration, civic pride, our racing spirit, and the 
timeless tradition of celebrating our great heroes on Memorial Day Weekend.  
 
The second is “innovate.” The 500 Festival, the city of Indianapolis, and a number of our community 
partners and civic leaders have all seen, felt, and experienced a trend of innovation and technology here 
in our great city. Indianapolis has become a top-tier destination in the technology industry and continues 
to advance the possibilities of a mid-sized city to attain an international and global presence. And these 
possibilities are worth celebrating.  
 
Each year, more than half a million people participate in the 500 Festival’s programs and events which 
showcase the city on a world stage. Race fans, Hoosiers, and everyone can participate in illuminating and 
celebrating our commitment to innovation by joining in the month-long calendar of events leading up to 
race weekend. Those events include the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon, the IPL 500 Festival 
Parade, the KeyBank 500 Festival Snakepit Ball, and many more.  
 

http://www.500festival.com/community-events/breakfast-at-the-brickyard/
https://www.500festival.com/parade/
https://www.indymini.com/p/mini-marathon/entertainment
https://www.500festival.com/parade/
https://www.500festival.com/parade/
https://www.500festival.com/community-events/snakepit-ball/


 
The 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade will take place on Saturday, May 26, with Parade festivities starting at 
11:45 am. The 62

nd
 IPL 500 Festival Parade will be nationally televised on NBC Sports Network and 

broadcast to the Indianapolis market on WTHR, Channel 13. Tickets for the IPL 500 Festival Parade will 
be available in spring 2018. 
 
For more information about the IPL 500 Festival Parade, please visit www.500festival.com/parade or 
search #IPL500Parade on social media.  
 
 
About the 500 Festival 

Founded in 1957, the 500 Festival is a not-for-profit organization that produces life-enriching events and programs 
that celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500® and foster positive impact on the city of Indianapolis and 
state of Indiana. One of the largest festivals in the nation, each year more than half a million people attend an event 
or program produced by the 500 Festival. Since its founding, the 500 Festival has contributed more than $400 million 
in economic value to Indianapolis. To learn more about the 500 Festival, please visit www.500festival.com or follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  

 
### 

Media Contact: 
Sabrina List 
317.614-6141 
slist@500festival.com 
 

http://www.500festival.com/parade
http://www.500festival.com/
https://www.facebook.com/500Fest
https://twitter.com/500Festival
https://www.instagram.com/500festival/


 

 
Abby Abel and Mitch Bonar, Inspirational Advocates for 

Unified Sports, Named Grand Marshals of the 2018 IPL 500 
Festival Parade 

 
 
INDIANAPOLIS (April 16, 2018) – The 500 Festival, a nonprofit organization providing life-enriching 
events and programs that celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500®, today announced that 
Abby Abel and Mitch Bonar have been named Grand Marshals of the 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade. The 
62nd IPL 500 Festival Parade will take place on Saturday, May 26 in downtown Indianapolis. Tying into 
the theme for this year’s Parade, Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis., the selection of this year’s honorees 
will illuminate the good work being done by Indiana high school and college students every day in 
communities around the state as well as tell the story of the innovation happening from within Indiana, a 
state that is leading the field of unified sports.  
 
Abby Abel, a 2015 Carmel High School graduate, and Mitch Bonar, a 2015 Noblesville High School 
graduate, are best friends who met in high school. From the outside, both led very different lives in high 
school. Abel was a star player on Carmel High School’s women’s basketball team. Bonar, who was born 
with cerebral palsy, loved sports but had difficulty fitting in on the field. Both of their lives were changed 
when they joined their school’s Unified Track and Field team, which joins people with and without 
intellectual disabilities on the same team to compete. Unified sports are offered to Indiana schools 
through Champions Together, a partnership between Special Olympics Indiana and the Indiana High 
School Athletic Association (IHSAA). Champions Together promotes servant leadership among student 
athletes while changing their lives as well as the lives of those with intellectual disabilities.  
 
Drawing inspiration from their profound experience in high school, Abby and Mitch set out to create a 
world without the stigma and perception against people with intellectual disabilities. They collaborated to 
develop a program to help athletes and friends to stay connected after high school.  
 
Today, Abby Abel is a junior at Purdue University where she plays on the Women’s basketball team. She 
organizes the Play Unified Basketball Tournament, held at Purdue University. Now in its third year, this 4-
on-4 basketball tourney pairs Special Olympics athletes from Tippecanoe County with Purdue students 
and student athletes who all participate as a team. Mitch Bonar is thriving as a student at Ivy Tech. He 
travels the state as part of the Champions Together program, speaking to thousands of Indiana high 
school students about the importance of unified sports and inspiring audiences with his story of 
overcoming obstacles. They have received statewide and national recognition for their work to eliminate 
stigma and perception against people with intellectual disabilities. Their involvement has taken them to 
the Special Olympics North American Conference and to the Special Olympics World Games.    
 
To honor the duo’s extraordinary work, Abby and Mitch have been named Grand Marshals of the 62nd 
IPL 500 Festival Parade. 500 Festival officials, in concert with partners from IPL, the IHSAA, Special 
Olympics Indiana and Purdue University surprised Abby and Mitch by announcing their selection during 
the 3

rd
 Annual Play Unified Basketball Tournament, held at Purdue University.  

 
"Abby Abel and Mitch Bonar are true catalysts for social change. Their tireless work to ignite change 
within our community is inspirational. Their ability to use sports to give a voice to everyone is remarkable 
and the work that they have done and continue to do will change the world. We can’t wait to join the 
crowd of 300,000 to celebrate their friendship and their commitment to making a difference,” said Bob 
Bryant, president and CEO of the 500 Festival. “Their legacy and impact will be felt for countless years to 
come.” 

  
 
 

http://www.500festival.com/
http://www.500festival.com/parade
http://soindiana.org/champions-together/


 
“Having Abby and Mitch serve as Grand Marshals of one of Indiana’s most cherished community events - 
the IPL 500 Festival Parade - will give all Hoosiers an opportunity to celebrate their devotion to positively 
impact our community and our world,” said Craig Jackson, president and CEO, IPL. “We’re proud to 
honor Abby and Mitch – and the work being done in schools throughout Indiana – to breakdown the 
barriers that have been built between those with intellectual disabilities and those without.” 

One of the original events produced by the 500 Festival, the IPL 500 Festival Parade is one of the 
nation’s largest, most respected parades, consistently earning national acclaim alongside the Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses Parade and the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. The 2018 IPL 500 Festival 
Parade will be held the day before the Indianapolis 500, and will be themed Illuminate. Innovate. 
Indianapolis. 300,000 spectators will line the Parade route to experience the pageantry of the Indy 500 as 
larger-than-life floats and massive helium balloons light up the skyline of downtown Indianapolis as 
celebrities, marching bands, patriotic units and specialty units fill the streets to celebrate the world’s 
largest single-day sporting event. The tradition continues with the 33 starting drivers of the 102

nd
 running 

of the Indianapolis 500, riding in the traditional rows of three. 
 
2018 Parade Theme: Every May, the world turns its focus to Indianapolis. Beaming with civic pride and 
radiating a racing spirit, together we can present a city that shines bright at the forefront of a cutting edge 
world. Using the IPL 500 Festival Parade’s national platform, we will ILLUMINATE the many ways that 
Hoosiers rally together to enrich lives through celebration, civic pride, our racing spirit, and the timeless 
tradition of celebrating our great heroes on Memorial Day Weekend. We will also pay tribute to the 
unparalleled work being done throughout the city of Indianapolis and Indiana to INNOVATE, advancing 
our community and our world. So let’s turn the lights up high, point the camera on Indy, and take action 
for the 102

nd
 Running of the Indy 500. Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis.     

 

The 2018 IPL 500 Festival Parade will take place on Saturday, May 26. Parade festivities will start at 
11:45 am ET in downtown Indianapolis. IPL 500 Festival Parade tickets start at $10 and can be 
purchased at 500festival.com/tickets, by calling (317) 614-6400, or at the 500 Festival Ticket Office, 
located at 21 Virginia Ave. in Downtown Indianapolis. The Ticket Office is open on weekdays from 8:30 
am – 5:00 pm.  
 
For more information about the IPL 500 Festival Parade, please visit 500festival.com/parade or search 
#IPL500Parade on social media.  
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: To download photos of Abby and Mitch, click HERE.  
To download video of the surprise announcement, click HERE.  
 
 
About the 500 Festival 
Founded in 1957, the 500 Festival is a not-for-profit organization that produces more than 50 life-enriching events and programs that 
celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and foster a positive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 
One of the largest festivals in the nation, each year more than half a million people attend an event or program produced by the 500 
Festival. Since its founding, the 500 Festival has contributed more than $400 million in economic value to Indianapolis. To learn 
more about the 500 Festival, please visit www.500festival.com, follow us on 
Twitter, Facebook or Instagram. 

  
 

### 
 
 
   
 
 

https://www.500festival.com/parade/theme/
https://www.500festival.com/parade/theme/
http://www.500festival.com/tickets
http://www.500festival.com/parade
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.500festival.com&c=E,1,apVwTofYr9lzM2sxMUB1g4PHuQBuAw1QV_f7ERD8P8KfzbKQm8uv885Zy0H4chGk7bb_uMbGxNA6ugGi7SQRUYetEZ43SJd7AHyeIMKTW6A,&typo=1
https://twitter.com/500Festival
https://www.facebook.com/500Fest/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://www.instagram.com/500festival/&c=E,1,sooL6UbaAmQUHxBpl7LSNpBHNi1PwewwESD3tLyMxcWOsfOFiyyEbL5CWSu0oKZ4csUCX_svT9hgHarthsps9veZc68QgXnwV25LQCc1SXA,&typo=1
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FONTS:

Third word of logo, or any important word: 

Authenia Textured
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DESCRIPTION:

Every May, the world turns its focus on Indianapolis. Beaming with civic pride and 
radiating a racing spirit, together we can present a city that shines bright at the 
forefront of a cutting edge world. 2018 is about illuminating the history, tradition, and 
sacrifices of our heroes on Memorial Day Weekend, while looking forward and saluting 
Indy’s commitment to innovation. This May, it’s “Showtime” for a city that deserves to 
be the star. So let’s turn the lights up high, point the camera on Indy, and take action 
for the 102nd Running of the Indy 500. Illuminate. Innovate. Indianapolis.   

The 2018 theme will be conveyed in numerous ways throughout the IPL 500 Festival 
Parade and other 500 Festival events. Parade floats are encouraged to embrace the 
challenge of exemplifying bright, neon, or metallic colors alongside light shows and 
other displays of illumination and innovation. Song choices for musical guests at the IPL 
500 Festival Parade and the KeyBank 500 Festival Snakepit Ball will also be selected 
based on the theme of illumination and innovation in conjunction with the musical 
guests to be named later.

Watch the illumination and innovation of Indianapolis in May 2018!



PHOTOS THAT WILL BE USED WITH THIS THEME:



PARTICIPANT INFORMATION PACKET

BALLET 
MOSAICOS



THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE  
62nd IPL 500 FESTIVAL PARADE! 

 
PRE-PARADE INSTRUCTIONS: 

Please note that the Marshaling location is subject to change. Prior to the Parade, groups will 
be contacted by e-mail with changes. Changes on the day-of the Parade will be 
communicated by volunteers on-site. 

• Marshaling: 10:45AM at St. Joseph East 
Upon arrival, an Operations Committee Member will meet you there and provide 
further instructions. 

• Follow the directions of the Operations Committee and they will direct you forward into 
staging when the time is right.  
 

PARADE EXECUTION INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Pacing: Marshals will be located at each intersection giving instructions on pacing and 
spacing along the route. Your unit must maintain a consistent pace and stay in a tight 
walking formation throughout the entire route. Units must not stop along the Parade 
route unless directed by a Parade Marshal. 

• Spacing: You will begin the route and go through the TV Zone with a 10-foot spread 
between you and the preceding unit. After the TV Zone you will lengthen the distance 
to 100 feet. 

• Showmanship: The TV Zone is the entire block on Southbound Pennsylvania from 
Michigan St. to Vermont St. If applicable, units MUST perform throughout the entirety of 
the TV Zone. The TV cameras will be located on the east side of Pennsylvania St.  
Have FUN! Remember to SMILE throughout the entire route.  

 
DE-MARSHALING & POST-PARADE INSTRUCTIONS: 

• End of Parade: Your group will exit the Parade route and continue to the REI East 
parking lot. 

 
PARKING PASSES: 

• Parade Participant Pass: This pass is used to gain access through any police stops on the 
way to your marshaling/staging area. This is not a parking pass. 

• REI Lot East: See enclosed pass for map and details. This lot is first come, first served. 
 
ATTIRE: 

• All performers and must be appropriately costumed or uniformed to complement their 
unit. 



• All accompanying individuals must be dressed either in a costume or uniform that 
matches the performers or in a dress shirt/polo and slacks.   

• Khaki and black shorts or pants are acceptable to wear. Jeans should not be worn.  
 

PARTICIPANT HEALTH & SAFETY: 

• All parade participants must wear a 500 Festival credential, provided to you onsite. 
• Please hydrate and eat well prior to the parade. 
• Water stations will be provided in the Marshaling area (pre-parade) and in the De-

Marshaling area (post-parade). 
• Contact a Parade Marshal (located at every intersection along the route) immediately 

should illness, injury or emergencies arise.  
• Please carry any necessary medication and allergen information.  
• Please note, NOTHING can be thrown or handed out from any entry along the route! 

(i.e. candy, confetti) 
• Forward motion must be maintained at all times.  
• First Aid tents are located along the route. First Aid tents also serve as a water source if 

needed in an emergency. Parade participants who report to a tent will be transferred 
to the end of the route or to a local hospital. If a member of your group is at a First Aid 
tent, please stop by the Medical Tent at 12th & Meridian St. for their whereabouts. Refer 
to Medical Map included. 
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