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1. Overview Information 
 

a. Introduction 
The 2018 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, “Wonders of Water,” celebrated the 
beauty and life-sustaining interplay of horticulture and water, on March 3 to 11, 
2018, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. America’s leading floral and 
garden designers created tropical rainforests, temperate forests, native 
woodlands and arid landscapes, showcasing the astounding plants that thrive in 
each environment, from exquisite orchids and flowering vines to luminescent 
desert blooms.   
 
Special features of the Flower Show explored innovative ways green 
infrastructure is used to protect and conserve our water sources. The William 
Penn Foundation awarded a major grant to the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society to build an exhibit that illuminated how plant systems cleanse and sustain 
the Delaware River Watershed through mountains, fields, marshes and streams, 
and to convene a “Water Summit” at the Flower Show that engaged leading 
environmental and industry experts on freshwater issues and real-world solutions. 
Throughout the show, gardeners of all skill levels found water-wise concepts, 
including rain gardens and xeriscaping, plant-your-own experiences, and ideas 
they could use in their own home environment. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show support the PHS mission to connect people with 
horticulture and work together to create beautiful, healthy and sustainable 
communities. 
 
b. Purpose of program 
The PHS Sponsor a Child program was established to provide free tickets to the 
Philadelphia Flower Show for underserved students and youth organizations.  
 
Cultivating the next generation of gardeners and environmental stewards is an 
important goal of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. Broad access to the 
Flower Show ensures that children will be inspired to pursue their interests – and 
possibly careers – in gardening, greening, and the natural environment. 
 
c. Description of selected cause and how it was chosen 
Each year PHS receives requests for free tickets to the Philadelphia Flower 
Show from schools and many other groups that have limited resources. The 



Flower Show itself is a major source of fundraising for PHS, which is a nonprofit 
organization that uses revenue from the show to support its year-round efforts to 
strengthen communities through green projects and gardening programs. 
 
Nevertheless, PHS donates more than 500 tickets to the Art-Reach organization, 
which seeks to increase access to cultural events for all audiences. Art-Reach 
distributes the tickets to a variety of underserved audiences, including schools, 
institutions that serve disabled individuals, and low-income groups. The tickets 
go very quickly, and the requests always outpace the number of tickets available.   
 
Because PHS cannot fulfill every request for a free ticket, it has turned to the 
generosity of our ticket buyers to assist in bringing more children to the Flower 
Show. 
 
When Flower Show audiences purchase advance tickets on the show website, 
they are asked by an automatic prompt at the conclusion of the transaction if they 
would like to donate $10 to help provide a ticket for a child. (The full cost of a 
child’s ticket is $17.) 
 
The wording in the pop-up message reads: 
“Help PHS foster a love of horticulture and natural surroundings in children from 
Greater Philadelphia. Through your support, more students from pre-school 
through high school will experience the important and essential connection 
between plants and people.” 
 
The Sponsor a Child program began in 2017, and the response was very 
encouraging. This year, our ticket buyers again responded enthusiastically.  
 
d. Target audience and attendance 
In 2018, the Sponsor a Child program raised $24,000 from ticket buyers, which 
provided regular admission and early access tickets for nearly 1,300 children 
who would not otherwise be able to attend the Philadelphia Flower Show.  
 
The schools and organizations who received tickets were referred by PHS staff 
members who have worked with the institutions or groups through other PHS 
programs, including the Junior Flower Show. Children who participate in the 
Junior Flower Show compete in horticultural and artistic projects at their schools, 
and blue ribbon-winners are displayed at the Philadelphia Flower Show. 
 
Other ticket recipients were students whose teachers took part in the PHS Green 
City Teachers program, which provides hands-on training in building a school 
garden and bringing environmental lessons into the classroom.  
 
Tickets were also provided for teenagers in foster care; high school students 
interested in continuing studies in the horticultural field; and students involved in 
the restoration of a wildlife refuge.  



 
e. Tie-in to main event 
In addition to free tickets to the Philadelphia Flower Show, the children were 
welcomed and given guided tours of the show by PHS staff members. They 
learned about the environmental exhibits, the basics of floral and garden design, 
and how they could enter their own plants in the competition. And they had the 
opportunity to just enjoy one of the most beautiful horticultural events in the world. 
 
f. Duration of program 
The Sponsor a Child program began in 2017, when 630 tickets were distributed 
to area schools and organizations thanks to donations from Flower Show ticket 
buyers. 
 
g. Overall revenue/expense budget 
There were no expenses incurred from the program. Donations totaled $24,000 
in 2018. 
 
h. Descriptions of schools and other group involvement 
The beneficiaries of the Sponsor a Child program in 2018 included: 

• 19 elementary, middle and high schools in the Philadelphia public school 
system; 

• The Universal Family of Schools, operated by a nonprofit organization; 

• Overbrook School for the Blind; 

• The city’s foster care program; 

• John Heinz Wildlife Refuge Student Restoration program; 

• Norris Square community outreach program; 

• Bartram’s Garden education program; 

• East Park Revitalization Alliance community program. 
 
 
i. Overall effectiveness/success of program 
The Sponsor a Child program has brought hundreds of children of all ages to the 
Philadelphia Flower Show, providing – at the least – an extraordinary one-day 
experience for these young people. Hopefully, for many children the Flower 
Show will encourage further exploration of the pleasures of gardening and the 
benefits of greening their communities.  
 
The program attracted donations this year from 2,400 ticket buyers and provided 
tickets for nearly 1,300 children. 
 
 
2. Supporting Question 
 
Updates from the year before 
The requests for donations to the Sponsor a Child program began in the winter of 
2016 for advance tickets to the 2017 Philadelphia Flower Show. 



 
This year, the donation requests began much earlier. As soon as advance tickets 
went on sale on the Flower Show website in the summer of 2017 for the 2018 
Flower Show, ticket buyers received the request for the donation. As a result, the 
number of tickets made available for children more than doubled from the first 
year of the program. 
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 Captions 

  

PHS program manager Johanna Schoeller (center) welcomes the students from 

Cramp Elementary School to the 2018 Philadelphia Flower Show. 

 

Johanna Schoeller explains the competition in the Hamilton Horticourt to the Cramp 

Elementary students. 

 

A teacher from Cramp Elementary discusses an exhibit with her students. 

 

Classmates from Cramp Elementary School look at blue-ribbon winners from the 

Junior Flower Show that were displayed at the Philadelphia Flower Show. 

 

A class from the Kirkbride School visited the 2018 Philadelphia Flower Show. 

 

Kirkbride students pose in front of the Junior Flower Show display at the 

Philadelphia Flower Show. 

 

Students in the Green Thumb Club at Little Flower High School were among the 

children who attended the Flower Show thanks to the Sponsor a Child program. 
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