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53) BEST EVENT / PROGRAM WITHIN AN EVENT TO BENEFIT A CAUSE 
 

The Sophie Rinehart Fund 

 
A. Introduction & Background of Main Event 

 
Music for All’s Bands of America (BOA) Grand National Championships, presented by Yamaha, 
is the nation’s most exciting marching band event. First and foremost, Grand Nationals is an 
educational performance opportunity open to all high school bands.. Grand Nationals is also a 
spectacular music and pageantry event, one that band fans from across the nation and around 
the world travel to for the exciting and creative performances. 
 
The Grand National Championships is a three-day, Preliminary, Semi-Finals, and Finals event. 
Fifty bands perform in each of the two separate Prelims contests (Thursday and Friday), 
balanced with like numbers of bands from each class. A minimum of 30 bands then advance to 
Semifinals, at the conclusion of which national Class Champion awards are presented.. The top 
12 scoring bands from Semi-Finals, regardless of class, advance to Saturday evening’s National 
Championship Finals. 
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     B. Description and purpose / objective of Event/Program 
 
Music for All’s mission is to create, provide, and expand positively life-changing experiences 
through music for all. Our vision is to be a catalyst to ensure that every child across America has 
access and opportunity to engage in active music-making in his or her scholastic environment.  
 
Participating bands not only compete for recognition; the focus is on educational growth. Each 
performance is adjudicated by a panel of world-renowned experts. Band receive recorded 
evaluation and critique from the adjudication panel, in order to help provide guidance and input 
for future growth of their instrumental music programs. Bands are also ranked and rated by the 
adjudication panel. 
 
Music for All presented 21 Bands of America Regional and Super Regional Championships in 
September, October, and November 2017, culminating with the Bands of America Grand 
National Championships in Indianapolis. Healthy competition is woven into the very fabric of 
America and has helped to foster the development of this nation into a global leader. Music for 
All believes that competing is a great motivator and provides amazing opportunities for learning 
life-lessons. The essence of competition is in the striving for performance excellence and being 
held accountable for learning.  
 
The competitive arena provides a very precious opportunity to practice quality sportsmanship 
and sincere appreciation for the hard work of others. It also is the place where the very best 
models in our activity can be displayed and celebrated. All performers need models to 
demonstrate possibility at the highest levels of performance and artistry. As all programs 
continue to improve through motivation, the competition strengthens everyone pushing us 
beyond what we believed to be our potential. Each and every band performance is a gift to us 
all and must be treasured. First place is fleeting, but the learning associated with the striving for 
excellence, the cooperative work ethic, and the appreciation of others is everlasting. Bands of 
America encourages participants, parents, and friends to celebrate the high value of the 
competitive environment for its lessons and to become immersed in “positively life-changing 
experiences.” 
 
C. Description of Selected Cause and Why/How It Was Selected  
 
The Sophie Rinehart Fund (“The Sophie Fund”) is established in memory of Sophie Grace 
Rinehart (1999-2016).  
 
Sophie was a junior at Castle High School in Newburgh, Indiana, where she was a member of 
the marching band and show choir. Hours before she passed away, she had moved tens of 
thousands of people present at the Finals of – and watching live online – the Bands of America 
Grand National Championships in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. As a vocal and flute 
soloist, she was a featured performer of the Castle High School Marching Band’s 2016 
performance, the first time Castle High School made Finals at Grand Nationals. Just hours after 
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that performance, Sophie was headed home with her father, grandmother, and sister when they 
were struck by a drunk driver on the highway. Tragically, her sister was the only survivor of the 
accident.  
 
Sophie’s love for music drove her to excel in all aspects of performance. Even at her young age, 
Sophie was consumed by the power of music and never missed a moment to connect to people 
through music. She recognized that was her life’s purpose and was committed to sharing her 
talents with others.  
 
Music for All worked closely with the music teachers of Castle High School, who also involved 
Sophie’s family in the planning, to establish The Sophie Fund. The Sophie Fund is a program of 
the Music for All Foundation, administered by the Castle High School Music Department, 
Newburgh, Indiana, and awards funds to further and promote music education for students in 
Warrick County and Southern Indiana.  
 
Music for All decided to announce the creation of The Sophie Fund at its Bands of America 
Super Regional Championship in Lucas Oil Stadium, an event where Sophie and the Castle 
band has also performed in 2017. The announcement was made in the form of an on-field 
presentation with Sophie’s family members, friends, teachers, and bandmates. 
 

 
Photo: Sophie Rinehart, performing at the 2016 Bands of America Grand National 
Championships. 
 
D. Target audience / attendance / number of participants 
The Sophie Rinehart Fund aims to support young musicians, like Sophie, in their efforts to 
continue their musical experiences. The news of Sophie’s death just hours after her 
unforgettable performance at the Grand National Championship finals shocked and affected not 
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only those who knew her, but those who had witnessed her performances live and online, and 
band fans, parents, fellow students, and supporters across America who heard of her and her 
family’s tragic passing. Music for All chose to focus the initial outreach to our championship 
participants, their families, and the music community as a whole. In 2017, 14,505 people 
attended the Indianapolis Super Regional, allowing us to contribute $14,505 to the Sophie Fund 
on top of $3,236 online and mail-in donations, giving us a grand total of $17,741 for our first 
year.  
 
E. Tie-in of program to main event  
The Sophie Rinehart Fund celebrates Sophie’s passion for music and the gift of her talent and 
kindness to the world. Music for All has pledged $1 of each ticket sold to the Bands of America 
Indianapolis Super Regional Championship in 2017, 2018, and 2019 to the Sophie Fund. The 
Sophie Fund was announced at the 2017 Indianapolis Super Regional, with additional 
integration at the 2017 Grand National Championships, held in the same venue, Lucas Oil 
Stadium. Music for All will continue to connect The Sophie Rinehart Fund to its 
Indianapolis-based marching band championships, and in 2018 expand to highlight it at all 
Bands of America Championships. 
 
F. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event  
The Sophie Fund was implemented in 2017. While we have pledged to donate a portion of ticket 
sales until 2019, The Sophie Fund is an evergreen program of the Music for All Foundation. 
 
G. Overall revenue/expense budget of specific event/program  
The overall expense budget for the Sophie Fund in its first year was $1,000. Within that, we 
were able to create and send a direct mailing to request donations, and collateral 
materials.Music for All’s selected video production vendor donated his time and expense for the 
production and editing of the video piece that was a crucial part of telling the story of The 
Sophie Rinehart Fund. 
 

 
Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xe-mO3oHEk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xe-mO3oHEk
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H. Description of sponsor / charity / volunteer / school / other group involvement with 
event / program and benefits to each. 
 
The entire Bands of America and Castle High School communities were devastated to lose a 
beautiful soul at such a young age. The Castle High School music program, Sophie’s home 
church – in which she and her family were very active – and the entire Newburgh performing 
arts community were involved in the creation of the Fund and will continue to be involved in its 
implementation of arts program scholarship funding. In partnering with Castle High School, 
Sophie’s legacy and love of music lives on for her classmates and the community. We are proud 
to support the students of Warrick County and Southern Indiana by promoting the power of 
music education and the passion that comes from performing on a national stage. In addition, 
every member of the Music for All staff has donated to the Sophie Fund.  
 
I. Overall effectiveness / success of program  
 
Since its creation in late October 2017, The Sophie Fund has received $17,741 in donations. 
The Sophie Fund has been recognized and embraced by band programs and fellow music 
students across the nation as a program that honors the memory of a gifted young performers. 
 
Supporting Question:  
 
What challenges / obstacles did you foresee / encounter in creating the program, and 
how did you handle them?  
 
The Sophie Fund was born from tragedy. Music for All wanted to honor her memory and create 
a lasting legacy, but was sensitive to the grief and emotions involved, especially with Sophie’s 
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surviving sister, mother, and family members. Music for All approached the creation of the Fund 
and the presentation announcing its creation at the Bands of America Indianapolis events with 
great care. The band director at Castle High School was instrumental in communicating with the 
Rinehart family on Music for All’s behalf, arranging for video interviews to include in the video 
announcing the creation of the Fund and the arrangements to include Sophie’s family in the live 
presentation. Sophie’s family, church members, and friends were gracious with their time and 
personal thoughts, and wholly supportive of the work of Music for All to create a program to 
honor Sophie’s memory. 
 
 
 



 
Members of Sophie’s family and the Castle High School band program watching the Sophie Fund  

video for the first time. 
 
 

 
Members of the Rinehart family and the Castle High School band program receiving the memorial  

plaque during the 2017 Indianapolis Super Regional.  



Supporting Materials
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