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1. Overview Information 
 
a. Introduction 
The 2018 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, “Wonders of Water,” celebrated the 
beauty and life-sustaining interplay of horticulture and water, on March 3 to 11, 
2018, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. America’s leading floral and 
garden designers created tropical rainforests, temperate forests, native 
woodlands and arid landscapes, showcasing the astounding plants that thrive in 
each environment, from exquisite orchids and flowering vines to luminescent 
desert blooms.   
 
Special features of the Flower Show explored innovative ways green 
infrastructure is used to protect and conserve our water sources. The William 
Penn Foundation awarded a major grant to the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society to build an exhibit that illuminated how plant systems cleanse and sustain 
the Delaware River Watershed through mountains, fields, marshes and streams, 
and to convene a “Water Summit” at the Flower Show that engaged leading 
environmental and industry experts on freshwater issues and real-world 
solutions. Throughout the show, gardeners of all skill levels found water-wise 
concepts, including rain gardens and xeriscaping, plant-your-own experiences, 
and ideas they could use in their own home environment. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show support the PHS mission to connect people with 
horticulture and work together to create beautiful, healthy and sustainable 
communities. 
 

 
 
b. Description and Purpose of Children’s Program 
The PHS Junior Flower Show is a horticultural exhibition by and for school-age 
children in the greater Philadelphia region. Since 1975, PHS has been hosting a 
Junior Flower Show for students from pre-school through 12th grade. 
 
The Junior Flower Show fosters an awareness of horticulture and the natural 
environment among young people and encourages active participation in 
growing, gardening, and sustainable practices. 
 
PHS begins cultivating future Flower Show participants as early as possible. 
Each year, thousands of students participate in the PHS Junior Flower Show at 
their 



own schools. 
 
Working with the teachers, who receive a special curriculum and training, PHS 
staff members coordinate the competitions, which involve growing plants, making 
art with natural and found materials, and collaborating on artistic and craft 
projects. 
 
“The entries are incredibly creative,” says PHS events manager Johanna 
Schoeller, who coordinates the Junior Flower Shows. “Their experience mimics 
the big show: Competitors receive ribbons and comments from a panel of judges 
from local garden clubs. The students are exposed to horticulture, sustainability, 
and what it’s like to be part of the green community.” 
 
Students in four age groups compete in a variety of categories. Artistic categories 
include floral design, botanical drawings, pressed plants, “crafty creatures,” hats 
or jewelry made from natural materials. Horticulture classes cover container-
grown plants, terrariums, and hydroponics. 
 
The children are also invited to enter “challenge plants,” a specific species that is 
cared for by each student and entered in the Hamilton Horticourt at the 
Philadelphia Flower Show, where novice gardeners compete with seasoned 
experts. Eight schools who had previously participated in the Junior Flower Show 
were invited to enter Challenge Plants. 
 
Every Junior Flower Show entrant is awarded a ribbon, but special honors are 
reserved for the project from each school that wins Best in Show. The creators of 
these entries receive tickets to the Philadelphia Flower Show, where their work is 
featured in a special exhibit next to the Hamilton Horticourt. 
 
This year, 29 public, private and parochial schools hosted the Junior Flower 
Show with PHS under the direction of Johanna Schoeller, PHS Event Manager. 
A total of 4,005 students entered the horticulture and artistic classes. Students in 
Pre-K through 12th grade competed in this program.  In addition, 77 challenge 
plants were given out to students to care for, and 49 of them were entered in the 
Hamilton Horticourt through the Junior Flower Show schools, a 64 percent return 
on the plants that were distributed this year. The Junior Flower Show Challenge 
Plant this year was Tradescantia spathacea ‘Sitara’s Gold.’ 
 

c. Target Audience 
The target audience is children in grades Pre-K through grade 12 at public, 
private and parochial schools throughout the Delaware Valley. This year, schools 
were located in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
 
 d. Attendance/Number of Participants 
This year, 4,005 students participated in the Junior Flower Shows. 
 



e. Activities/Entertainment Provided 
PHS provides Philadelphia Flower Show tickets to the schools for the Junior 
Flower Show participants to attend. 
 
 
f. Local School Involvement 
A total of 29 public, private and parochial schools participated in this year’s 
Junior Flower Show. They include: 
 
 1. Children’s House of Bucks County, Fairless Hills, PA 
 (Elementary) 
 2. Overlook Elementary, Abington, PA    
 (Elementary) 
 3. St. Michael the Archangel, Levittown, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 4. Highland Elementary School, Abington, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 5. St. Joseph the Protector, Glenside, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 6. St. Joseph the Protector Preschool, Jenkintown, PA 
 (Preschool) 
 7. Francis Scott Key, Philadelphia, PA    
 (Elementary) 
 8. Furness High School, Philadelphia, PA    (High) 
 9. St. Peter the Apostle, Philadelphia, PA    (High) 
 10. Little Flower High School, Philadelphia, PA     (High) 
 11. Woodrow Wilson Middle School, Philadelphia, PA  
 (Middle) 
 12. Kirkbride Elementary, Philadelphia, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 13. McCall Elementary, Philadelphia, PA    
 (Elementary) 
 14. McKinley Elementary, Elkins Park, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 15. Regina Coeli, Abington, PA     
 (Elementary) 
 16. Southeast Delaware County School District, Del. County, PA (K 
through 12) 
 17. Cramp Elementary, Philadelphia, PA    
 (Elementary) 
 18. Holy Cross, Philadelphia, PA     
 (Elementary) 
 19. Pratt Early Education Center, Philadelphia, PA  
 (Elementary) 
 20. Fort Washington Elementary, Fort Washington, PA 
 (Elementary) 



 21. Delair Elementary School, Pennsauken, NJ   
 (Elementary) 
 22. Loesche Elementary School, Philadelphia, PA  
 (Elementary) 
 23. St. Thomas Aquinas, Philadelphia, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 24. St. Francis Xavier, Philadelphia, PA    
 (Elementary) 
 25. Thomas Mifflin, Philadelphia, PA    
 (Elementary) 
 26. Marshall Street School, Norristown, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 27. Stewart Middle School, Norristown, PA   
 (Middle) 
 28. Parent Infant Center, Philadelphia, PA   
 (Elementary) 
 29. Murray Avenue School, Huntingdon Valley, PA  
 (Middle) 
 
g. Tie-in of program to main event 
Best of Show winning entries at each of the 29 schools are invited to exhibit at 
the Philadelphia Flower Show in the Hamilton Horticourt. Best of Show winners 
also receive two tickets to the Philadelphia Flower Show. 
 
 
h. Overall Revenue  
There is no revenue generated through the Junior Flower Show. 
  
i.  Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school if applicable 
This year, The Connelly Foundation supported the cost of the 77 challenge 
plants. 
 
j. Duration of program and years program has been part of event 
The Junior Flower Show program has been taking place yearly since 1975. 
 
 
k. What makes the program unique and creative? 
The Junior Flower Show invites teachers to get involved. A detailed instruction 
booklet outlines all of the information needed to hold a show for the first time, or 
to have a show again. Each year, the theme of the Junior Flower Show changes 
to tie into the PHS Philadelphia Flower Show. This year, the Junior Flower Show 
was titled “Water Works!” to reflect the “Wonders of Water” theme. 
 
An instruction booklet outlines the process for teachers: 
 How to host a Junior Flower Show in your school 

• Select a date that works with your school calendar 



• Speak with other teachers in your school to determine which 
classes would like to participate 

• Determine the location/space in the school to stage the Junior 
Flower Show 
 
 

 PHS will provide: 

• The Junior Flower Show booklet with suggested artistic classes, 
horticulture classes, and classroom projects 

• Artistic and horticulture lesson plans: phsonline.org/lesson-plans 
for specific instructions on entry classes 

• Judges will come to your school to judge the students’ entries 
and award ribbons 

• Entry tags and ribbons 

• An opportunity for the “Best of Show” entries to be exhibited at a 
future PHS Philadelphia Flower Show 

• “Best of Show” winner will receive two Philadelphia Flower 
Show tickets 

• PHS will offer a teacher training session for teachers, youth 
leaders, and home school parents 
 

There are an assortment of artistic and horticulture classes, as well as classroom 
projects, for students and teachers to choose. This year, in the Water Works 
Junior Flower Show, the artistic class offerings included: 

• Class #1 Eco Bouquet – Floral Arrangement in Recycled 
Container 

• Class #2 Wet and Wild – Crafty Creatures 

• Class #3 Mermaid’s Tale – Wearable Art 

• Class #4 Raindrops are Falling on Your Head -- Hat or Umbrella 
design 

• Class #5 Waterscapes – Grain Art 

• Class #6 Raindrops on Roses – Pressed Flowers 

• Class #7 Splish, Splash, I Was Taking a Bath! – Recycled 
Materials 

• Class #8 Watermark – Fruit and Vegetable Prints or Nature 
Rubbings 

• Class #9 Water Vessel – Flower Pots 

• Class #10 Flowers and Their Pollinators – Mobile 

• Class #11 Instagram Nature – Photography 

• Class #12 Blooming Botanicals! – Botanical Illustrations 
 
Horticulture class offerings included the following. All plants must be grown or 
cared for by the exhibitor for a minimum of one month prior to the Show: 

• Class #13 Flowering Plant in a Pot 

• Class #14 Foliage Plant in a Pot 



• Class #15 Container-grown Vegetable 

• Class #16 Xericape Plants 

• Class #17 Seed and Grow 

• Class #18 Seed View 

• Class #19 Dish Garden 

• Class #20 Terrarium 

• Class #21 Green ‘n’ Growin’ 

• Class #22 Garbage Gardening 

• Class #23 Hydroponics 
 
Classroom Projects included the following: 

• Horticultural Color Wheel 

• “Instagram Nature – Photography Poster 

• Green Roof 

• Design and Make a Model of a Rain Garden 

• Window Box Recycling Project 
 
 

The entry booklet also includes Flower Show terminology, entry rules, and 
information on judging, age divisions and color coding. 
 
 
l. Overall effectiveness/success of program 
This year’s Junior Flower Show was very successful. A total of 4,005 students in 
Kindergarten through grade 12 participated with the help of hundreds of 
teachers. Students learned about horticulture and the environment as they 
worked on their various projects in the Artistic, Horticulture and Classroom 
Projects categories. 
 
An exciting new addition to the roster of participating schools this year was the 
Southeast Delaware County School District located in Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania. The addition of this entire school district was exciting because all 
grades, Kindergarten through 12, participated, as well as well as Life Skills and 
Autism Support classes. 
 
Students and teachers alike enjoyed participating in the Junior Flower Show, and 
most plan to take part in the program again next year. 
 
 
2. Supporting Question: What did you do to update/change this program 
from the year before? Were your updates/changes successful?  
 
Each year, the theme of the Junior Flower Show changes to complement the 
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show. This year’s Junior Flower Show theme, “Water 
Works,” was created with entry categories that related to the “Wonders of Water” 
Philadelphia Flower Show theme.  
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