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a. Introduction and 
Background 

The Cherry Creek Arts Festival’s mission 
is to provide access to art experiences 
and support arts education in Colorado. 
An important part of the overall event 
experience is providing an accessible area 
in which creativity and imagination are 
able to develop and grow. The Arts Festival 
is focused and committed to providing 
free interactive and enriching experiences 
for families. This area grew from a single 
tent of children’s art activities to a full city 
block of creativity called Artivity Avenue. 
Since its establishment in 2001, Artivity 
Avenue continues to highlight children’s 

programming and is dedicated to high 
quality, interactive family experiences.

b. Description and Purpose

Artivity Avenue is a vibrant part of the event 
and houses the original Creation Station 
area. This portion of the event is completely 
dedicated to family interaction and children 
activities. The Arts Festival’s participatory art 
activities area for children offers a myriad 
of interactive projects designed to engage 
participants in fundamental concepts of the 
visual arts while creating arts awareness. 

In 2017 Artivity Avenue’s theme, ‘Bringing 
Art to Life’ supported the Arts Festival’s 
overall theme and ad campaign. Local and 
regional artists and community groups 
guided children through their creative 
activities. The educational art activities were 
made available in an art studio format for 
kids to enjoy. They were able to express 
themselves in the most genuine way 
through several different artistic mediums. 

c. Target Audience

Families and children from the greater 
Denver Metro Area, as well as across 
Colorado and the country. Activities are 

available for all patrons that attend the 
festival.

d. Attendance

Approximately 12,000 visitors were engaged 
in innovative art projects this year on 
Artivity Avenue. 

e. Activities

Families enjoyed a full block of interactive 
art activities including:

• Monoprinting

• Robot puppets

• Alien Head Bands

• Space Helmets

• Open Studio

The Arts Festival also featured local non-
profit groups that provided an art activity at 
the event in exchange for free promotion. 
Some of the activities this year were: 

• Poetrees presented by Lighthouse Writers 
Workshop



• Flower Fun presented by Denver Preschool 
Program

• Amazon Rain Sticks presented by Museo 
de las Americas

• Velvet Art Project presented by Chabad 
Lubavitch of Colorado

• Coloring presented by Firefly Autism

• Button Making presented by Cruisin’1430 AM 

• Play With Your Food activity presented by 
King Soopers.

Features of Artivity Avenue included the 
Imagination Collaboration Mural, which 
is the large 20’ x 6’ canvas that invites 
children to grab a brush and use their 
artistic creativity to help paint a scene. The 
mural exhibited a theme of wild creativity 
featuring images of animals, flowers, 
tropical leaves and more for kids to paint 
as well as white space for their original 
designs. 

Along with the mural, Artivity Avenue also 
offered a bubble zone, which included an 
AstroTurf area filled with umbrellas, lounge 
chairs and bubbles! This area provided 
a shaded space for families with young 
children to sit, relax and play with bubbles. 

f. Local School Involvement

In 2017 CCAF collaborated with the Denver 
Chalk Arts Festival to bring six schools to 
Artivity Avenue and participate in Create 
Your City, an art making opportunity to 
create large-scale mosaics. The finished 
mosaics would then be permanently 
installed in their schools after the festival. 
Students were able to work with professional 
artists and their peers to create 3ft by 3ft 
mosaic cityscapes inspired by the 2017 
festival poster art, Denver Cityscape by Daryl 
Thetford. During the event, participating 
schools were able to learn all the steps 
needed to create a large-scale mosaic, from 
drawing out their image, breaking/shaping 
tile and grouting their finished pieces. 
Students were also encouraged to look at 
what makes their corner of the city great and 
collect objects, “artifacts,” to be included in 
their works of art. This collaboration helped 
to further fulfill our mission of providing 
access to the arts!

g. Tie-In

Artivity Avenue provides access to the 
arts for all, which is the cornerstone of the 
organization’s mission. Artivity Avenue is a 
great way for families to create together and 
use their inspiration from the art around 
them to empower young people. 



h. Overall Revenue and 
Expense Budget

The Arts Festival is able to continue 
presenting quality children’s programming 
featured on Artivity Avenue through the 
support of the presenting sponsors, King 
Soopers and Entercom Communications, 
valued assets. 

i. Description of Sponsors, 
Partners, Volunteers

This year King Soopers returned as a sponsor 
of Artivity Avenue and provided a Play with 
your Food activity involving real vegetables 
used as art making materials. The area 
also featured Cruisin’ 104.3 (Entercom) 
sponsoring Creation Station. They facilitated 
a Button Making activity. Once guests 
created their own unique image on paper, 
Cruisin’ helped them make their original 
artwork into a permanent button to be worn.

Along with sponsor support, Artivity Avenue 
also features community partners that 
contribute to Creation Station activities. 
These partners range from corporations 
to non-profit groups and schools; each 
providing an engaging activity throughout 
the event, staffed by their own volunteers. 

This years partners included: 

• Lighthouse Writers Workshop

• Denver Preschool Program

• Firefly Autism 

• Museo de las Americas 

• Chabad Lubavitch of Colorado. 

There are many benefits of sponsoring and 
partnering with Artivity Avenue:

• A prominent listing in the Festival Guide 
Magazine that is distributed to 25,000 
patrons. Featured on our website

• Featured on TV interviews and promotional 
spots. 

• Banners spanning the width of the street 
at each entrance and then along the tented 
venues. 

j. Duration

Planning and coordination of Artivity 
Avenue takes approximately four months 
and the street is enjoyed throughout all 
three days of the event. Since its inception, 
the Arts Festival has had a children’s area for 
guests to enjoy called Creation Station and 
in 2001 this area became a full city block 
dedicated to children’s programming. 

k. What Makes the Program 
Unique and Creative

Every year the Arts Festival produces fresh 
and exciting art opportunities for Artivity 
Avenue. This keeps guests coming back 
each year with the expectation that there 
will be new mediums, supplies, and ideas 
for them to try. This is further achieved with 
the help of new community partners from 
year to year. CCAF’s focus is on bringing 
the most engaging and empowering art 
opportunities for children and adults 
alike. During the festival Artivity Avenue is 
dedicated to providing an accessible and 
open environment that allows guests to 
explore their own unique creativity.

l. Overall Effectiveness

Every year more and more art programs 
are cut in schools across Colorado and the 
country. Artivity Avenue is meant to alleviate 
some of loss by providing free art activities 
to an estimated 14,000 visitors. This year 
Artivity Avenue had 15 different art projects 
for guests to try and 5 of the community 
partners returned from previous years. The 
entire city block dedicated to creativity is 
incredibly effective in bringing happiness 
and imagination to children and adults. It is 
an open studio for the public in which all are 
welcome and encouraged to create. 





2. What did you do to 
update/change this program 
from the year before? 
Successful? Please provide 
measurable results/examples

As described above, Artivity Avenue 
featured several new additions this year. 
Here is a breakdown of a few of their results: 

-Create Your City: CCAF collaborated with 
the Denver Chalk Arts Festival to provide 
a large-scale mosaic making opportunity 
to six schools. These mosaics were inspired 
by the Festival’s yearly poster, Denver 
Cityscape by Daryl Thetford and included 
local artifacts from each school. The finished 
mosaics were then permanently installed in 
each of the six schools.  

-Bubble Zone: The all-new Bubble Zone was 
a huge hit at the 2017 festival! It included an 
AstroTurf area filled with umbrellas, lounge 
chairs and bubbles! This area provided 
a shaded space for families with young 
children to sit, relax and play with bubbles. 

 






