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A. Introduction and background of main event 

The Scottsdale Arts Festival is a weekend-long celebration of creativity, celebrated annually. The Festival 
takes place on the grounds of the Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts and Civic Center Park. 
Known for its high-quality art and beautiful park setting, the Scottsdale Arts Festival showcases 170 jury-
selected artists from throughout the United States and abroad. Art pieces range from paintings, 
sculptures, glass, ceramics, jewelry, photography, and other media.   
 
Throughout the weekend, the Festival offers more than 20 Arizona bands and performers that provide 
continuous live music and entertainment on two stages. The bands offer a variety of music styles, 
including blues, country/folk, jazz, R&B, rock and more.  
 
Foodies enjoy a moveable feast with more than a dozen of the Valley’s gourmet food trucks and eateries 
serving up savory dishes from around the world, from classic American comfort food to Asian, Latin 
American, and Mediterranean delights. The Soundbite food truck returned this past year, a collaboration 
between Short Leash Hotdogs and friends of the public radio KJZZ. The interactive vehicle combines 
food and sound with a drop-down stage for live entertainment and a state-of-the-art recording studio 
on wheels!  
 
A variety of fine wines, beers, cocktails, and beverages are offered at the Festival, including happy-hour 
drink specials and a build-your-own Bloody Mary bar. The Local Lounge featured craft beers from local 
Arizona breweries with a “Meet the Brewers” event and also had craft cocktail sampling from local 
O.H.S.O. Distillery.   
 
The Festival includes a Community Art Studio, offering creative activities for all ages as well as 
opportunities to watch local artists in action- painting, sculpting, weaving, and drawing. Visitors are 
invited to explore the art studio space and participate in hands-on projects, including a community 
mural and fiber-art installation, jewelry making, paper-hat making, and more.  
 
Scottsdale Public Art showcases numerous public art works at the festival and the Scottsdale Museum of 
Contemporary Art offers free admission.  
 
The Scottsdale Arts Festival has been running for 48 years, in 2019 it will be running for its 49th 
celebration. With over 20 live performances, various food and drink options, and 170 awe-inspiring 
artists the Scottsdale Arts Festival is an annual event that brings together both the local and visiting 
community.  
 

  



B. Description and purpose/objective of Children’s Program 

Key to the experience of the Scottsdale Arts Festival is the participatory children’s activities throughout 

the festival. These activities provide myriad entry points to exploring one’s creativity, meeting with and 

talking to local artists, and engaging in the diversity of arts experience Scottsdale Arts embodies.  

Visitor experience goals: 

 Activities are entertaining, educational and have a short time commitment 

 Activities are accessible to all audiences regardless of age or ability 

 There are multiple entry points of engagement from passive listening to active doing 

 Allow for self-expression through individual experiences and collaborative projects 

Learning goals: 

 Visitors will have an increased understanding of artists’ processes 

 Visitors will have an increased appreciation of the diversity of artistic mediums 

 I can make art 

These goals are met through two areas of engagement: 

 Community Art Studio – north side of City Hall 

 I LOVE Art Space – grassy area adjacent to the Robert Indiana LOVE sculpture 

While the Scottsdale Arts Festival brings national and international artists to our community, it was 

important to also increase engagement with the local artists and arts community. By engaging artists in 

designing and delivering participatory activities, it allowed them to showcase their art and their business 

of being an artist. The Community Art Studio provided the opportunity for local arts organizations to 

highlight their programming outputs. Often, promotion for these organizations is in the form of print or 

digital media. By allowing organizations to demonstrate the process of the arts they produce in the form 

of activities and workshops, this gave them a much stronger marketing platform and much more 

engaging experience for attendees.  

Most importantly, the purpose of all the children’s programming was to uncover the hidden process of 

the arts in order to increase the value of the arts for sale at the Festival. Often, it is only the final product 

that is seen by visual artists, yet the process of creating the work is complex, creative and filled with 

starts, stops, failures and successes. While the process can be intimidating, it is the process where the 

learning and growth happens. It is also the complex process that gives art its incredible value.  

Using the mediums represented in the festival, the children’s programming included the following 

activities intended to uncover the hidden process of the arts: 

- Screen printing demonstrations 

- Participatory social practice/public art project 

- Sculpture 

- Museum exhibition design 

- Painting 

- Poetry/creative writing 

- Performance art 



C. Target audience/main target age group 

The target audience for the children’s activities are for the young or the young at heart. Through 

experience with the festival, it is understood that many attendees are visitors to the area, as well as 

local families. It was crucial that the activities engaged budding artists, i.e., ages 5 – 13, and their 

families, as the festivals attendees are often intergenerational groups.   

 

  



D. Attendance/number of participants 

Activities were presented primarily during the weekend days of the event as Fridays tend to have the 

more “serious” art shoppers.  

Over those two days, we had over 2,000 festival attendees directly participate in an activity. Many more 

passively participated as they observed the progress of the community public art piece or screen 

printing demonstrations.  

  



E. Activities/entertainment provided 

Given the large area the festival covers, children’s programming was peppered throughout the event as 

to engage as large an audience as possible. It is divided into two key areas, the Community Art Studio, a 

grassy area tucked under trees to provide reprieve from the sun, and the, I LOVE Art Space, in the heart 

of the festival adjacent to the Robert Indiana LOVE sculpture. 

Community Art Studio: The Community Art Studio is located on the north side of City Hall. This area is 

open throughout regular festival hours and provides art projects and entertainment for all ages. Guests 

will spend quality time together using their imaginations to have fun, explore and create great 

memories. 

This space asked visitors to think about what it might be like to be an artist or how an artist works. 

Visitors could participate in art projects that use a variety of materials including a community mural, 

paper sculptures, paper hat making and painting. Participants were also encouraged to create art 

objects to be traded at the Barter Boat, a traveling public art installation.  

Because Scottsdale Arts is more than just a visual arts organization, we encouraged participants to learn 

about the performing arts medium as well. Children worked with local artists to learn about the art of 

mime, take part in a poetry workshop, and have fun with a creative movement session led by a 

professional performer. 

We were also proud to partner with the following quality organizations: Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater 

Scottsdale, Free Arts of Arizona, Rachel’s Young at Art Studio, and Scottsdale Artists’ School. 

I LOVE Art Space: I LOVE Art Space is a highly trafficked and visible area, so this was the desired location 

for art opportunities including screen printed t-shirts and a collaborative art installation. It is also an 

exciting space to include a selfie opportunity with the LOVE sculpture, so it is a natural stopping point 

from the festival shopping to encourage participation in arts activities.  

In this area, participants were able to witness the art of t-shirt screen printing with Phoenix-based artist 

and printmaker Eli Richard. The t-shirt printing workshop provided visitors with the opportunity to learn 

how to screen print on fabric items and will feature one-color designs to choose from. Children were 

able to color in their design using fabric markers, making for a unique souvenir of their visit to the 

Scottsdale Arts Festival.  

In addition, Local community artist, Kyllan Maney, invited all to join her in making “Trees of Love”.  

Maney hung ribbon from the trees branches to the ground, and everyone filled the ribbon with their 

hand-made paper hearts depicting what it is that they love. The flowing ribbons filled with colorful 

hearts made for a beautiful backdrop for photos in addition to the Robert Indiana LOVE sculpture.  

 

 

  



F. Local school involvement 

These activities were designed for families and casual visitors to the event, so school involvement was 

not specifically used for the creation of these activities. However, schools played a vital role in providing 

volunteer support for the activities. Working with various high schools (New School for the Arts and 

Academics, Arcadia High School, Chandler High School and Sunnyslope High School) and Arizona State 

University allowed students in honor clubs to receive volunteer hours for their resumes and brought a 

new energy to the festival.  

 

  



G. Tie-in program to main event 

Scottsdale Arts Festival is proud to present the best, high-quality and diverse art from around the 

country. Mediums include painting, printmaking, ceramics, glass, jewelry and sculpture. These mediums 

take years to master and skill to create such powerful pieces. Often, art is judged by its final outcome 

and the process is left as a mystery to those who admire it. As such, the Community Arts Studio and I 

LOVE Art Space were designed to uncover this mystery and demonstrate the process an artist goes 

through when developing his or her craft.  

Artists and arts organizations that provided experiences for visitors were deliberately selected for their 

skill, but also their ability to engage participants in their process. For example, last year Scottsdale Arts 

Festival had work from nearly a dozen printmakers, but having Eli Richard bring out his print, inking the 

plates and printing on t-shirts, participants were able to see the skill that goes into producing just one 

color. It allowed participants to ask questions, witness the art, and have a personal print to take home. 

The art became more personal and better understood.  

 

 

 

  



H. Overall revenue and expense budget of specific program/event 

Scottsdale Arts Festival - Children's Activities   
Description   

Salaries  $        1,320.00  

Artist Fees  $        2,700.00  

Supplies  $        1,800.00  

Revenue  $       200.00  

Total  $    5,620.00  
 

 

 

 

  



I. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with 

event/program and benefits to each (if applicable) 

 
The Community Art Studio and I LOVE Art Space engaged a variety of local groups to support activities 
while promoting their own programming in the community.  
 

 The Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs of Greater Scottsdale supervised teen volunteers from the clubs and 
assisted visiting children and their families in the completion of art activities. 

 

 Dance Theater West presented creative movement and dance performances as well as 
workshops for visitors to the area. Lead by a well-respected local professional dance instructor, 
the company and its youth performers have been involved with the festival for over thirty years. 
 

 Free Arts of Arizona and their volunteers of all ages offered fun and engaging art projects. 
 

 Scottsdale based, artist and educator Rachel Ober of Rachel’s Young at Art Studio offered free, 
beautiful face painting for all ages. 

 

 Scottsdale Artists’ School created a community, three-dimensional mural. Visitors worked 
closely with local professional artists and painted ocean waves and an ocean mural backdrop 
with watercolor. Visitors also created mini watercolor paintings of sea creatures, plants and 

treasures they could take or could be added to the community mural. 
 

 In addition to being a local community artist, Kyllan Maney is also a local high school art teacher 
at the New School for the Arts and Academics. Maney’s work designing and planning a 
community public artwork for the Scottsdale Arts Festival demonstrated to her students the 
process of being a working artist. By deepening our relationship with a local art teacher, we 
stretched the learning experience beyond the festival and to the classroom.  Her posts of her 
progress on social media were well received by her students and followers alike. Two students 
from her school also served as volunteers during the duration of the festival, which empowered 
them to act as working artists along her side and support their community.   

 

    

 

  



J. Duration of program (start to finish) and years the program has been part of event 

In 2019, the Scottsdale Arts Festival will be entering its 49th year and children’s programming has always 

been a cornerstone of the experience. While it has evolved over the years to become a much larger 

footprint, this year presented new opportunities for further engagement throughout the festival rather 

than in one area.  

 

  



K. What makes the program unique and creative? 

Scottsdale Arts Festival has the fortunate position of being located in a thriving arts community with 

incredibly talented artists and arts organizations. By pulling from these resources, the children’s 

programming becomes more than just something you could find at any other festival, but programming 

that wows and inspires attendees.  

The public was inspired how beautiful art could be made with just a few simple materials—ribbon, paper 

hearts, and markers. Participating in the creation of public art with an artist next to such an iconic work 

of public art, the LOVE sculpture by Robert Indiana, made the seemingly inaccessible art form, 

accessible.   

Given the festival takes place during the high tourism season, it was extremely important to design 

activities that would stand up against the fierce competition of sports games and other festivals. In 

order to compete with other events, the activities provided were intended to be active and relevant. 

During a time where it seems our communities are becoming more divided than ever, community 

building activities where everyone is invited to participate and share what they love next to the well-

known LOVE sculpture by Robert Indiana, were not only inspiring for a younger audience but refreshing 

and fun for adult audiences as well.  The arts have a unique opportunity to shed light on the common 

ground that we all share.     

 

  



L. Overall effectiveness/success of program 

Through informal evaluation and attendance tracking, data demonstrated that the shift in programming 

was successful through the following statistics: 

 An increased diversity of ages was observed. In previous years, engagement in the activities 

tended towards younger children, however this year saw a marked increase in teenagers and 

adults. 

 Participant comments were heard often and were extremely positive. Volunteers and staff both 

noted an increase in positive comments from previous years. 

 Adding participatory activities adjacent to gates and the very visible LOVE sculpture increased 

engagement with more attendees.  

 Access to artists while they were demonstrating their practice was very well received by festival 

attendees.  

  



Supporting question: What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? 
Were your updates/changes successful? Please provide measurable results/examples. 
 

This year, children’s programming extended beyond the Community Art Studio and into a more 

centralized, open area. This area was selected for three strategic reasons: 

1. This area is not conducive to artist booths, so in the past it had been where other organizations 

had promotional booths. This, however, was not aligned with the Festival goals. For example, in 

past years the Arizona Coyotes had a booth where visitors could take a photo of them with a 

hockey stick. This booth can be seen at every festival around the valley so it did not help 

Scottsdale Arts Festival stand out. By including artist demonstrations and participatory activities, 

it not only animated the space, but also gave attendees a unique experience.  

2. This area is located near one of the entry gates. This gave the programming a consistent flow of 

traffic and was highly visible. As a result, we saw an increase in participation. 

3. This area is located near the Robert Indiana LOVE sculpture. The LOVE sculpture is the most 

highly photographed piece of public art in Scottsdale Arts’ collection. Because attendees 

naturally used the art as a place to take photos, it was an ideal location to place more activities 

to engage them further in the arts.  

  



Supporting materials: 

 

Figure 1 Artist Eli Richard live printed these t-shirts for children to color at the Scottsdale Arts Festival. 



 

 

 

 

Figure 2 “Making Waves” in the Community Art Studio. Children were encouraged to paint collaborative waves, but also create 
whimsical sea creatures to take home.  

 

 

 



 

Figure 3 Photo of The I LOVE Art Space including screenprinting demonstrations and an interactive art installation.  

 

 



 

Figure 4 Kyllan Maney, an artist featured in the I LOVE Arts Space, gets a lot of likes on Instagram! 

  



 

Figure 5 Signage used to encourage participation in the activities. 


