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“Teaching children about the natural 
world should be seen as one of the 
most important events in their lives.” 
 — Thomas Berry
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IN THE SPRING OF 2018, CHILDREN CELEBRATED 
SPRING BY HONORING THE EGG
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EGG-stravaganza



Event Overview
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• Over 5000 prize eggs!
• Petting Zoo
• Oviparous Animal Scavenger Hunt

• “Are YOU My Mother” Children’s Play 

   9:30, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30

• “Make-a-Nest” Activity
• Humpty-Nature-Dumpty Dunk

• Dip an Egg in the Courtyard Pool

• Face Painting
• Easel Painting
• Live Snakes & Science Center
• Nature Playground
• Nature Bunny’s Book Nook
• Live music in the courtyard
• Fishing’s Future

Saturday, March 31, 2018
9am - 12 noon
Children Program Fee $5 (2 & under Free)

Adults Regular Park Admission

($3 Adults, $2 Seniors)

LIVE 
Petting Zoo

Face
Painting

Food
Truck

Arts and
Crafts

Egg-&-Nest
Science
Center

Photos with 
the Nature
Bunny

Quinta Mazatlán  |  600 Sunset Dr., Mc Allen  |  956-681-3370  |  quintamazatlan.com

ACTIVITIES

Spring at
Quinta Mazatlán

EGG-stravaganza

5,000
Egg

Prizes
Bring
Your Basket!



On March 31st, 2018, Quinta Mazatlan, an urban 

nature park in the City of McAllen, Texas, hosted 

its first “Eggstravaganza” event, a spring festival giving a 

nature twist to the traditional Easter holiday egg hunt.

“Eggstravaganza” grew from a small-scale discovery 

program about nature’s eggs and nests into a full-

fledged family nature festival with activities and 

entertainment throughout the park.  The mission 

expanded from simple nature education to a broader 

goal of reconnecting children to nature and luring 

families to spend time in the outdoors.

Introduction
AND BACKGROUND 
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“EGGSTRAVANZA” is a 3-hour family festival held on the Saturday of Easter weekend. Its main 

purpose is to encourage families to spend time together in nature during the holidays, and 

provide fun-filled, educational activities that can help connect children to their natural world.

Why is this important? Research indicates that a childhood connection to nature improves 

their health and helps reduce bullying, obesity, attention deficit disorder, and depression in 

children.  In a time when modern parents are seeking ways to safely introduce nature to their 

children, “Eggstravaganza” provided them many opportunities.

AND PURPOSEDescription
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•	 Take	a	walk	through	a	nature	trail
•	 Visit	live	animals
•	 Learn	about	animals
•	 Dig	in	the	dirt
•	 Feel	the	water
•	 And	spend	the	morning	playing	outside
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TARGET AUDIENCE  / MAIN TARGET AGE GROUP: 
 “Eggstravaganza” targeted families with children ages 3-10, 

and attracted people from all cultural and socioeconomic 

demographics. All ages were welcomed.

ATTENDANCE / NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS
Attendance exceeded expectations with over 

1800 visitors to the park. 1689 were families 

with children, and another 111 were high school 

teenagers, college students or local business 

volunteer groups. 

AUDIENCE
MAIN TARGET AGE GROUPTarget

Attendance NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS

Families	visited	from	all	parts	of	

the	Valley,	and	some	drove	in	from	

Mexico	with	their	children.



Goal 1:  NATURE EDUCATION
	 •	 “Are	YOU	My	Mother”	Children’s	Play	
	 •	 Science	“Egg-xhibit”	(Discovery	Lab)
	 •	 Storybook	Nook

Goal 2:  FOSTERING CONNECTIONS 
TO NATURE
	 •	 Nature	Egg	Scavenger	Hunt	
	 •	 Egg	Dig
				 •	 Animal	Contacto	
	 •	 Petting	Zoo
	 •	 Plant	a	Seed
		 •	 Make	a	Nest

Goal 3:  FOSTERING CREATIVITY 
	 •	 Egg-Art	Painting	Station
	 •	 Arts	and	Crafts

Goal 4: FOSTERING OUTDOOR EXERCISE
AND PLAY 
	 •	 Bird	Ring	Toss
		 •	 Parachute	Play
		 •	Dip	an	Egg
	 •	 Front	Lawn	Free	Play	Zone	

Goal 5:  FOSTERING SUSTAINABILITY
	 •	Humpty	Dumpty
	 •	 Challenge	Course
	 •	 Recycle	Egg	Station

Goal 6:  FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT   
	 •	 Face	Painting	Station
	 •	 Photos	with	the	
  Nature Bunny
		 •	Music	and	Food
  under the Oak

20 entertaining and educational activity stations were scattered throughout 

the park during Eggstravaganza, allowing children to “hunt” for as many as 10 prize eggs per 

child.  Over 3500 egg prizes were distributed by the end of the day, most of which were filled 

with nature items such as polished gemstones, shells, a seedling, pebbles, and bird seed.  

Activity stations were designed to target 
the following goals:
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AND ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED
Activities
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The success of “Eggstravaganza” could not have happened without support from local high 

schools and college students who volunteered and helped run every activity station.  

Specific school involvement included:

 •	 Local	High	School:	McAllen	Independent	School	District	
	 	 (Early	Achieve,	IB,		Memorial,	McHigh	and	Rowe)

 •	 Area	Colleges:	STC	and	UTRGV	
 •	 Other	High	Schools:	La	Joya	ISD,	Sharyland	ISD,	PSJA	ISD
  Additionally, a local home school organization collected and donated hundreds 

  of used “K-Cups” to be used as the pot for the Plant-a-Seed Activity Station.

The main event which Eggstravaganza tried to tie into was the traditional holiday weekend 

of Easter, during which many families have extended holidays, and are looking for a 

family outing.  Eggstravaganza used this holiday’s focus on Easter eggs as an educational 

opportunity to teach children about all the eggs in nature, not just the ones laid by chickens 

(or	the	traditional	Easter	Bunny!)			Because	families	are	lured	to	“egg	hunts”	during	this	season,	

and photos with the Easter Bunny, they came by hundreds to get their photos instead with 

the “Nature Bunny” and collect prize eggs in a unique educational station “hunt”. 

Local School INVOLVEMENT

Tie-In OF PROGRAM TO 
MAIN EVENT
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Group 
Involvement

Overall Budget
 $5660 Event Admissions  ($5	child;	$3	adult)

 $80 Food Truck Fee

REVENUE  $5740

 $330 Prize Eggs

	$375	 Petting	Zoo

 $175 Nature Bunny Costume

 $250  Musician – 2 hours

 $300 Activity Station Materials

 $150 Copy Costs

 $150 Event Photographer 

 $1400 Parking Lot Temp Staff

 $60 Live Chick Pen 

EXPENSES  $3190

DONATIONS:  
Animal Contacto  - Live Animal Station 

(Value:	$150)

Benefits:  Animal Contacto was able to promote 

and market its business of bringing live animal 

shows to schools or other festivals.

Volunteer Labor (Value: $150)
Benefits: High school and college students were 

able to fulfill needed course requirements for 

“community volunteer service hours”

Benefits: Renaissance Hospital staff volunteered as 

part of the company’s commitment to community 

service.

Home School Resource Organization – Donation 

of planting cups for “Plant a Seed” 

Benefits:  Home school children were able to 

practice recycling, and contributing to their 

community.

Lakeshore Learning – Donation of bags for 

children with no basket.

Benefits:  Lakeshore Learning was able to market 

its company through the bags.

EGG-stravaganza
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Duration of Program

Unique and
Creative

What Makes the Program 
Unique and Creative
Duration of Program:  “Eggstravaganza” was a 

3-hour	festival	from	9	am	to	12	pm	(noon).		After	

the end of the event, many families continued 

to explore Quinta Mazatlan’s nature park and 

historic home.

Years Program Has Been 
Part of Event
This was the first year families were invited 

to include “Eggstravaganza” as part of their 

traditional Easter weekend celebrations.

•	 The	festival	offered	an	educational	approach	 to the concept of an “Egg Hunt”.

•	 Egg	prizes	were	nature-based.

•	During	the	festival,	children	had	hands-on	 experiences with a variety of nature elements, 

 including water, dirt, sticks, moss, seeds, and live animals.

•	 Festival	goers	entered	the	festival	through	a	 nature trail, fulfilling a main goal of the event—to 

 reconnect children with nature.

•	 Environmental	messages	were	delivered	in	a	 creative “Humpty Dumpty Challenge Course” 

 station, in which children had to try to dump  the plastic into the recycling bin, pour mulch, 

 and move trash to the correct container.  At  the end of the festival they were encouraged 

 to recycle their plastic eggs, and just take  home the prizes inside.
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SUCCESSES!
ATTENDANCE - “Eggstravaganza” far 

exceeded expectations with over 1689 

festival-goers	and	111	volunteers!	

NATURE CONNECTIONS – Both children 

and adults had a variety of nature experiences 

during the 3-hour program, including:

	 •	Interaction	with	live	animals

	 •	Interaction	with	soil	and	plants

	 •	Interaction	with	water

	 •	Interaction	with	the	forest

EFFECTIVENESS?
	 •	Because	of	 this	event,	1800 people spent 
time in the outdoors during the holiday 

weekend. 87% of 580 people surveyed at the 
“Impact Station” responded that they would 

have stayed home, gone shopping, gone out 

to eat, or done something OTHER than be in 
nature….if it weren’t for “Eggstravaganza”.

Overall Effectiveness 
SUCCESS OF PROGRAM 

•	 380	people	
took home 
 native seeds to care
  for and grow, from 
   the Plant a Seed 
     center.

•	 Because	of	this	
event, hundreds   
  of children had 
   opportunities to 
    connect with nature:  
     live animals, plants,
       dirt, fresh air, trees,
           twigs, stones, 
                 and water.  

					•	 600	plastic	
eggs were recycled 
as families left the 
event, to be refilled 
for next year’s 
Eggstravaganza.
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WHAT CHALLENGES / OBSTACLES DID YOU FORESEE / ENCOUNTER 
IN CREATING THE PROGRAM, AND HOW DID YOU HANDLE THEM?  

Challenge # 1:  THE EGG HUNT
Traditional holiday egg hunts involve spreading 

hundreds of eggs out for a singular hunt time.  

For safety reasons, to avoid trampling, and 

allow all children to have access to prizes, the 

“hunt” was changed from a hunt for eggs, to a 

hunt	for	egg	stations!		By	participating	in	the	

activity	EVERY	child	was	handed	a	prize	egg.

Challenge #2:  EGG PRIZES
The challenge to keep within the mission of 

connecting children to nature, and providing 

a healthy experience, meant filling prize eggs 

with things other than candy and sweets.  

Efforts were made to find natural items to fill 

them with, including:

	 •	 Seashells

	 •	 Birdseed

	 •	 River	stones

Challenge #3: CROWD MANAGEMENT
	 •	 Parking	lot	temps	were	hired	to	help	

  manage flow of parking

	 •	 Specific	“filler”	activity	stations	were	located	

  near popular activities, so if long 

  lines formed, there would be something 

  entertaining for the children to do while 

  the parents waited in line.  

EXAMPLE:  Storybook nook was positioned by 

the “Photos with the Nature Bunny” station.

EXAMPLE: Parachute Play was positioned next 

to	the	popular	“Petting	Zoo”.

 Challenge #4:   MEASURING IMPACT
A survey “IMPACT STATION” was set up right 

after festival-goers entered the main part 

of the festival.  They were asked to put their 

thumbprint on a large white egg, of whichever 

color represented what they WOULD have 

done that morning had it not been for 

“Eggstravaganza”.  Blue:  I would have stayed 

home.  Orange: I would have gone shopping 

or out to eat.  Purple:  I would have gone to 

a movie or done something “other”.  Green:  I 

would have had a different nature experience.  

Only 13% of the thumbprints at the end of the 

day were green, indicating that for 87% of the 

people, Eggstravaganza was WHY they had a 

nature experience that day. 

Supporting Questions 



Brochures,	handouts,	signage,	etc.
As festival-goers arrived, they were handed a 

“Scavenger Hunt” sheet for their opening activity.  

On the back side was printed a map of all the other Eggstravaganza stations.

Promotional / Marketing / Media Materials
The Eggstravaganza flyer was posted on facebook and other social media sites, as well as 

displayed at local libraries, and in city offices.
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Supporting Materials
PRINTED & ELECTRONIC

MATERIALS

FLYER

SCAVENGER	HUNT

MAP

Nature Egg Day  

SCAVENGER HUNT
Color in each egg when you find its animal in the forest!

 

BIRD NEST

BIRD  -  
FLYING 

BIRD 
EATING 

SNAKE (or 
snake skin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAINTING Station 

      on  Ruby Pond Patio                                
 

 

Mesquite Cookies 
Playscape                               

 
 

PETTING ZOO         
Live Animals  

                        

Discovery Center SCIENCE LAB 

 
 

 

 
 

RESTROOMS 

 

 

 
 

SCAVENGER HUNT                               

  

 

Quinta Mazatlan 
Historic Home 

 

REST- 
ROOMS 

 

 

 

 

UNDER 
THE  
OAK 

 
 

Children’s  
Nature Play 

 
 “Are YOU My 

Mother”            

  

In the  
DISCOVERY MUSEUM A children’s play to help lea 

. 

Ruby 
Pond 

 
 

Face-
painting 
Station 

                                                         

MAKE A 
NEST 

Station 

 

NATURE BUNNY 
PHOTOS                          

 

 Wild-walk 
through the 

forest 

 
 

Driveway 

 

 

 

 

Amphitheater 
Bird-watching 

 

            

                  Spring Fair    March 31, 2018  

Front 
Lawn 

 

 

Courtyard 

 
 

CO
TT

AG
E 

Cactus 
Garden 

 
 

NATURE STATION  
Seed Eggs

  
 

                         

LIVE SNAKES & 

EGG-XHIBIT  

CHICKIE PEN     

         

UPCOMING  
SUMMER NATURE CAMPS Visit www.quintamazatlan.com  for more information:  

Ages 6-8 Dinosaur Camp 
ROBOTICS Camp Camp Quinta 
Wild-Art Camp  

Ages 9-12  
 ROBOTICS CAMP  Survivor Skills Camp  Wild-Art Camp   

 

FISHINGS 
FUTURE 

  

HUMPTY  
NATURE 
DUMPTY 

CHALLENGE

                                                         

PARACHUTE PLAY

         

EGG-STRAVAGANZA 

DIP-AN-EGG  

                                                       
                                                        

IMPACT STATION Thank you for your feedback. 

BIRD RING TOSS

  

   

NATURE NEST DIG 

 

MUSIC, ARTS 
& CRAFTS  

 
  

                                                        FOOD 
TRUCK                                                        

 

STORYBOOK 
NOOK 

 
                                                         

EGG 
RECYCLE 
Station  

Thank you for 
recycling your 

eggs. Thank you 
for coming! 

ENTRY  
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLES IN THE MONITOR AND OTHER PAPERS

DIFFERENT SCREEN MONITORS 
AROUND TOWN

Saturday, March 31, 2018
9am - 12 noon
Children Program Fee $5 (2 & under Free)
Adults Regular Park Admission
($3 Adults, $2 Seniors)

LIVE 
Petting Zoo

Face
Painting

Food
Truck

Arts and
Crafts

Egg-&-Nest
Science
Center

Photos with 
the Nature
Bunny

Spring at Quinta Mazatlán
EGGstravaganza

Bring Your
Basket!WORLD BIRDING CENTER

Saturday, March 31, 2018  |  9am - 12 noon
Children Program Fee $5 (2 & under Free) 
Adults Regular Park Admission ($3 Adults, $2 Seniors)

LIVE 
Petting Zoo

Face
Painting

Arts and
Crafts

Egg-&-Nest
Science
Center

Photos with 
the Nature
Bunny

Spring at Quinta Mazatlán

EGGstravaganza

Bring Your Basket!

Food
Truck

FACEBOOK AD

PROMOTION,	MARKETING
MEDIA MATERIALS
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Supporting Photographs
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Measurable Result s
TANGIBLE

ATTENDANCE – 1800 people attended 

Eggstravaganza as a festival participant or 

community volunteer.  

NATURE CONNECTIONS – Both children and 

adults had a variety of nature experiences 

during the 3-hour program, including:

	 •	 Interaction	with	live	animals

	 •	 Interaction	with	soil	and	plants

	 •	 Interaction	with	water

	 •	 Interaction	with	the	forest

INTANGIBLE

HEALTH– 1800 people spent three hours 

outdoors, walking to various stations set up 

throughout the festival.

ECOSYSTEM SUPPORT 
	 •	 350	native	plant	seeds	were	sent	home	for	

  families to care for and plant, to help 

  support the ecosystem.

	 •	 300	eggs	filled	with	bird	seed	were	sent	

  home for families to feed the birds in their 

  back yards.

FAMILY & COMMUNITY BONDING
	 •	 Families	interacted	through	games	and	

  activities, photos with the Nature Bunny, 

  arts and crafts, and nature challenges. 

	 •	 Teenagers	and	college	students	interacted	

  with young children.EGG-stravaganza


