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Introduction, background, purpose, and 
objective of parade 

 

Bordered by the city of Atlanta on the south and the Chattahoochee River to the north, 
Sandy Springs is Georgia’s sixth largest city and combines the best of urban and rural 
environments.  With 20 miles of beautiful shoreline along the Chattahoochee River, the 
"Take it to the River" Lantern Parade was created to celebrate the river at one of Sandy 
Springs’ most beautiful parks. 

The Lantern Parade, in its 3rd year, is a family-friendly glowing procession of light, 
music, and color. The parade begins on the lush green at Steel Canyon Golf Club (a 
public facility) and flows just short of one mile, toward Morgan Falls Overlook Park 
which illuminates into a sea of bobbing color and shapes emanating from the varied 
handmade lanterns carried by participants. As the parade arrives at the park, paddlers 
from High Country Outfitters take to the river above Morgan Falls Dam to animate the 
floating lanterns. In addition to this one-of-a-kind riverfront display, guests also enjoy 
live performances and tasty treats as Overlook Park transforms into a wondrous sight of 
interactive and whimsical lanterns, floating lanterns and thousands of twinkling lights 
adorning the park.   

With more than 2,000 attendees, the annual Lantern Parade is expected to continue to 
grow in more than just attendance. With the addition of this year’s interactive Blue 
Heron lantern puppets (12 feet high), 12-foot floating Georgia kissy fish, and dragonfly 
backpack puppets, the lantern family expanded in 2018.  The new additions joined the 
veteran lineup of lanterns, including swans Lilly and Billy, Alice the 25-foot albino 
alligator, Big Mama Sandy the turtle, and Jeremiah the bullfrog, accompanied by his 
lilies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Target audience/attendance of Parade 
 

The Lantern Parade is sponsored by the City of Sandy Springs and is a free, family-
friendly, community event which takes place in an intimate, outdoor location.  
Attendance ranges from 2,200-2,500 each year.  Participants are reflective of the 
diverse demographic of the city.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Number of type of entries in Parade 
 

There is no limit to the number of entries. In fact, the more lanterns, the brighter the 
event. The number of entries and type of lantern is left to the imagination of the 
participant.  Participants can make their own lantern or get assistance with the lantern-
making process at one of the lantern workshops offered by the parade producer the 
weekend before the event. Lanterns range from parasols and globes, to hats and fish, 
and are all lit by battery-operated LED lights. In addition to the individually crafted 
lanterns, the parade is led by illuminated favorites Lilly and Billy the swan, Jerimiah the 
Bullfrog and his lily pads, and friends:   

Great Blue Heron Interactive Puppet Lanterns: Great Blue Herons are a familiar sight 
at the river; they are large, solitary, and serious birds. What if they were extra-large, 
gregarious birds that really liked music and people? The result would be ridiculous fun! 
These puppets are about 12-feet tall, so even adults experience that child-like feel when 
standing next to our Great Blue Herons. 

Dragonfly Backpack Lanterns: Dragonflies are associated with joy, agility, and 
lightness of being; attributes worthy of magical enlargement! 

Sandy, the 25-foot Floating Lantern: The iconic big mama turtle, named for Sandy 
Springs, leads her baby lantern hatchlings to the river. Sandy is our big turtle and turtles 
have lots of kids. Regular turtles do not follow their mothers around like ducks, but 
lantern turtles do. 

Spotted Georgia Kissyfish, 12-foot Floating Lantern: Have you ever been floating in 
the water while in a Georgia lake, all relaxed, and then felt fish lips touch you? Almost 
like a nibble. It is startling! But don’t worry, it’s just a Kissyfish!  

 

 

 

  



 

Overall revenue and expense budget of Parade 
 

Participation is easy in the Lantern Parade. There is no charge to join the parade, and 
attendees can make their own lanterns. Participation in one of the lantern workshops 
costs between $20 and $35 and includes all materials, instructions and tools needed to 
produce a fun, whimsical, LED powered lantern.   

 

  



 

Duration of Parade (start to finish) and years 
Parade has been in existence 

 

Parade participants begin gathering two (2) hours before the event.  The route to 
Overlook Park takes about 45 minutes to walk, and the river display and riverfront 
activities last approximately 45 minutes.  From start to finish, the event duration is 
around four (4) hours.   

2018 marked the 3rd year for the Sandy Springs “Take it to the River” Lantern Parade. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Activities planned before, during, and after 
Parade 

 

The Sandy Springs “Take it to the River” Lantern Parade provides residents the 
opportunity to get involved at a level that best fits the individual.  The activities start with 
the creation of the lantern.  For those who need help in ideating and crafting a lantern, a 
series of Lantern Parade workshops are held the weekend before the event.  Lantern 
workshops include: 

• Willow fish, with special materials from England-inspired lanterns that are great 
for craft enthusiasts  

• Globes and parasols, which are perfect for a parent and child of any age 
• Lantern hats, which are recommended for a child eight years and older with a 

parent  
 
In 2018 a special spinoff event, including a lantern workshop and a miniature parade for 
patients at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Children’s Hospital, was added. The event is 
an opportunity for patients and their families to have a hand in creating these luminous 
pieces of art. 

“The Lantern Parade is a glowing procession of light, music, color, and whimsy, which 
naturally inspires the imagination. Having seen the positive response from past 
attendees, the event organizers decided that hosting a special event for CHOA patients 
was a natural next step. We’re excited for these kids, who are working so hard on 
getting well, to have a chance to enjoy the creativity and magic that are part of this 
event,” said Jennifer Cruce, Executive Director of Visit Sandy Springs.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Description of 
sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other groups 
involvement with Parade and benefits to each 

 

The Lantern Parade would not be possible without the overwhelming support that we 
receive from our volunteers and sponsors.   

• City of Sandy Springs - Sponsor. The City views this special event as an 
opportunity to build a sense of community as well as showcase Morgan Falls 
Overlook Park and the opportunities for river recreation in the city.  The City 
provides promotional and financial support of the event, working closely with the 
Communications and Recreation and Parks Departments.  

• Steel Canyon Golf Club – Event start line. Serving as the starting point for the 
event exposes people to the golf club who may not be familiar with the location or 
services offered (such as FootGolf!). Steel Canyon is featured in all of the event 
advertising and promotion.     

• High Country Outfitters – Water lantern assistance. High Country operates a 
stand-up paddleboard and kayak rental facility at Overlook Park and is 
responsible for pulling the river lanterns on paddle boards. The event provides 
exposure to the company and its offerings, paddleboard in particular. They are 
featured in all event advertising and promotion.    

• North Springs United Methodist Church – Workshop location. Exposure at the 
event helps extend the church’s message as a community-focused organization. 
In addition to hosting lantern workshops, the church offers use of its parking lot 
for the event and provides light refreshments on the night of the event for a 
nominal fee which is used to further the church’s outreach programs.   

• Riverwood High School HOPE (Hispanic Organization Promoting Education) – 
Volunteer group.  Participating in the parade provides an opportunity for these 
students to get involved in community activities. Students also earn credits 
toward their community service requirements.   

• KIND – Snack bars.  The event provides a sampling opportunity for the company.  
Parade attendees enjoy the free snack.  

• BAI – Beverages.  The event provides a sampling opportunity for the company. 
Parade attendees enjoy the refreshing beverage.  

• Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta – Children’s hospital. In 2018, a new route was 
fashioned, creating a lantern workshop and a miniature parade for patients at 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Children’s Hospital. The event is an opportunity 
for patients and their families to have a hand in creating luminous pieces of art 
which they then parade through the hospital. 



 

Community involvement and impact of Parade 
 

 

The Lantern Parade was born from a challenge by the mayor to create “fun”. The sheer 
volume of creativity and expressionism on display engages the community and creates 
a shared creative kinship.  The event also provides the opportunity for the community to 
celebrate the river at one of Sandy Springs most beautiful parks. Over its short history, 
the event has grown, in both participation and creativity in lantern creation, with the 
community embracing the opportunity to be imaginative and at the same time, create a 
unified, artful sea of lights in celebration of nature and water which is a kindred spirit to 
the city’s brand. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What makes the Parade unique and creative 
 

The City of Sandy Springs brand is composed of several key elements, with water a 
main component.  The city was named for springs which ran through the city, drawing 
together travelers, creating community.  The “Take it to the River” Lantern Parade is a 
unique blend of history and art form.  Using water as the lure, the Parade extends the 
traditional lantern parade, animating the lanterns using water and light to do so.  In 
addition to the globes, parasols, hats and whimsical creatures, Take it to the River also 
features turtles, frogs, lily pads, swans, and even a 25-foot albino alligator for a one-of-
a-kind experience.  True to the spirit of the city’s brand, community comes together with 
water the centerpoint.  

  

 

 “Taking our imaginations to the river is what I think about when dreaming up new 
feature lanterns for the parade. It is such fun to make the fantastical real for an evening. 
I think of the collection of river lanterns as a family of magical creatures that visit us one 
night a year in this one special place,” said Parade Producer Chantelle Rytter. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Overall effectiveness/success of Parade 
 

The parade has seen steady growth since its inception in 2016, not only in attendance 
but in the expansion of the floating river family.  

  



 

Supporting Question 
What did you do to update or change this program from the year before? 
Were your updates/changes successful? Please provide measurable 
results/examples. 
 

The parade was born from a challenge by Sandy Springs Mayor Rusty Paul to create 
“fun”.  Initial goals included creating an event that allowed for widespread participation, 
was easy to participate in, and would bring together the varied demographics that make 
up the city’s population.   Growth in participation has come from word-of-mouth, 
promotion and advertising.  The event also continues to grow with the additional of new 
characters which draw in repeat participants and generate social media buzz.  Adding 
the mini parade at Children’s Hospital in 2018, provided advance publicity for the main 
parade, but also introduced a new audience to the event.   

 

Relatively new and continues to grow through word of mouth, promotion and 
advertising.  The growth of the river family helps generates social media buzz and the 
addition of this year’s 12-foot Blue Heron puppets were a big hit with the crowd. 

 

Our PR efforts continued to drive awareness of the parade. In 2018, our PR efforts 
produced a total circulation for unique website visitors of 11,218,754 with an earned media 
value of $26,176.49.  
 
 
Social media for the event steadily grows with 3,874 reactions to the Sponsored Facebook 
event. In addition, on Facebook we reached 63,900 people, had 2,600 respond, and 109 
link clicks.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Supporting Materials Index 
 

Please also include any necessary supporting materials for the program – limiting 
materials to no more than 5 examples for each area listed below (if applicable). 
Supporting materials may be placed within a specific section of the entry or at the end. 

 

Printed Materials 

• Poster/Flyer 
• Card 

 

Promotional, Marketing, Media Materials 

• Press Release 
• Reporter Newspaper “Sandy Springs Lantern Parade returns with new April 21 

date” 
• 11 Alive News “Sandy Springs to hold 3rd Annual Lantern Parade on Saturday” 
• Northside Neighbor “Sandy Springs Lantern Parade returns at earlier date” 

 

Merchandise Material (photographs accepted) 

• Mini Blue Flashlights Lantern 
• Neon Glow Glasses 
• Rhythm & Brews Lantern Kits (photo) 

 

Supporting Photographs 

• 2018 Sandy Springs Lantern Parade Blue Heron - Steve Eberhardt  
• 2018 Sandy Springs Lantern Parade Minecraft - Steve Eberhardt  
• 2018 Sandy Springs Lantern Parade River Show - Steve Eberhardt  
• Sandy Springs Lantern Parade at Steel Canyon - Kevin Garrett 
• Sandy Springs Lantern Parade Procession - Kevin Garrett 

 

  

https://www.reporternewspapers.net/2018/03/12/sandy-springs-lantern-parade-returns-with-new-april-21-date/
https://www.reporternewspapers.net/2018/03/12/sandy-springs-lantern-parade-returns-with-new-april-21-date/
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/sandy-springs-to-hold-3rd-annual-lantern-parade-on-saturday/85-539942435
https://www.mdjonline.com/neighbor_newspapers/northside_sandy_springs/community/sandy-springs-lantern-parade-returns-at-earlier-date/article_9bb6576e-264b-11e8-a875-2ba9dcf46061.html


 

Press Release 
 
 LIGHT UP THE NIGHT IN SANDY SPRINGS ON APRIL 21  
Sandy Springs’ free family-friendly Lantern Parade returns for third year  
SANDY SPRINGS, Ga. (March 12, 2018) – This spring, Sandy Springs lights up the night (and 
river) once again at its third annual “Take it to the River” Lantern Parade. The parade, 
previously held in June, has moved to a new date: April 21. Visitors and residents alike will 
participate in the illumination of Morgan Falls Overlook Park and the Chattahoochee River as 
the area transforms into a wondrous sight featuring whimsical, beautifully-lit lanterns.  
An interactive, family-friendly event, the Lantern Parade is an opportunity for all ages to enjoy 
one of Sandy Springs’ most beautiful parks at night. Attendees are asked to gather at the Steel 
Canyon Golf Club starting at 7:30 p.m. The parade will step off at 8:30 p.m. and head down an 
easy path along Morgan Falls Road to Morgan Falls Overlook Park. As the parade arrives at the 
park around 9:15 p.m., paddlers from High Country Outfitters will take to the river to animate the 
floating lanterns. In addition to the one-of-a-kind riverfront display, guests will also enjoy live 
performances and tasty treats.  
This year, a special spinoff event will be added that includes a lantern workshop and a miniature 
parade for 50-100 patients at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA). The CHOA event will 
take place Thursday, April 5 from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and will be an opportunity for patients 
and their families to have a hand in creating these luminous pieces of art.  
“The Lantern Parade is a glowing procession of light, music, color, and whimsy, which naturally 
inspires the imagination. Having seen the positive response from past attendees, the event 
organizers decided that hosting a special event for CHOA patients was the natural next step. 
We’re excited for these kids, who are working so hard on getting well, to have a chance to enjoy 
the creativity and magic that are part of this event,” said Jennifer Cruce, Director of Visit Sandy 
Springs.  
A brand new floating lantern, the long-legged coastal heron, that is sure to be a crowd favorite 
will join the alligator, swans, frog, turtles and lilies as they light up the river. These beautiful 
lanterns will be the stars of the show during the river portion of the event to make the night even 
brighter.  
“Taking our imaginations to the river is what I think about when dreaming up new feature 
lanterns for the parade. It is such fun to make the fantastical real for an evening. I think of the 
collection of river lanterns as a family of magical creatures that visit us one night a year in this 
one special place,” said Parade Producer Chantelle Rytter.  
Some of the unique creatures you’ll see at Morgan Falls include:  
• Great Blue Herons: These large, solitary, and stoic birds are a familiar sight at the river and a 
favorite of the parade.  
 
• Dragonflies: Associated with joy, agility and lightness of being, these fanciful creatures are 
attributes worthy of magical enlargement!  
 



 

 
• Sandy: The big iconic mama turtle, named for Sandy Springs, leads her baby lantern 
hatchlings to the river.  
 
• Spotted Georgia Kissyfish: Have you ever been floating in the water while in a Georgia lake, 
all relaxed and then felt fish lips touch you? Almost like a nibble. It’s just a Kissyfish.  
 
For those who need help crafting a lantern of their very own for the event, Rytter will host a 
series of Lantern Parade workshops, on April 14 and April 15 at Sandy Springs United 
Methodist Church on Morgan Falls Dam Road. Registration opens on March 17.  
The cost of the workshops will cover all materials, instructions and tools for participants. More 
information, workshop costs and registration will be available online in mid-March: 
www.visitsandysprings.org/lanternparade.  
To walk in the parade, please arrive at the Steel Canyon Golf Club prior to 8:30 p.m. on April 21. 
Parking will be available at:  
• Former WorldPay building – 600 Morgan Falls Road, Suite 260  

• North Springs United Methodist Church – 7770 Roswell Road  

• City of Sandy Springs City Hall –7840 Roswell Road  
 
Many thanks to our event partners:  
City of Sandy Springs  
Visit Sandy Springs Sandy Springs Recreation and Parks High Country Outfitters Steel Canyon 
Golf Club KIND  
For additional information about the parade and workshop registration, please visit 
www.visitsandysprings.org/lanternparade. Share your parade march memories with us on 
Instagram using #TakeItToTheRiver and #LanternParade.  
About Sandy Springs, Ga.  
Bordered by the city of Atlanta on the south and the Chattahoochee River to the north, Sandy 
Springs is Georgia’s sixth largest city, and combines the best of urban and rural environments. 
Celebrated dining, one-of-a-kind boutiques and antique finds, and cultural experiences are all 
surrounded by more than 950 acres of parks and natural areas, including 22 miles of 
Chattahoochee River shoreline for kayaking, paddle boarding, fishing and more. Visitors from 
near and far come to experience Sandy Spring’s acclaimed culinary scene, which features 
award-winning chefs and showcases cuisines from around the  



 

world. Throughout the year, local events highlight and celebrate the unique community, from 
festivals to holiday markets. Sandy Springs makes for a relaxing getaway with easy access to 
several major highways and interstates, and the MARTA rail.  
Sandy Springs Hospitality & Tourism is the Destination Marketing Organization for the city of 
Sandy Springs, Georgia, acting as the guide to all that the Metro-Atlanta city has to offer. For 
more information, please visit www.VisitSandySprings.org.  
Media Contact  
Haley Barton  
Pineapple Public Relations  
hbarton@pineapple-pr.com  
404-237-3761 

 

  



 

 
Rhythm & Brews Lantern Kits 

 

  



 

 
 

Sandy Springs Lantern Parade at Steel Canyon - Kevin Garrett 

  



 

 
 

Sandy Springs Lantern Parade Procession - Kevin Garrett 

  



 

 
2018 Sandy Springs Lantern Parade Blue Heron - Steve Eberhardt 

 

  



 

 
 

2018 Sandy Springs Lantern Parade Minecraft - Steve Eberhardt 

  



 

 
 

2018 Sandy Springs Lantern Parade River Show - Steve Eberhardt 
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