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1. Overview Information 
 
a. Introduction 
 
The 2018 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, “Wonders of Water,” celebrated the 
beauty and life-sustaining interplay of horticulture and water, on March 3 to 11, 
2018, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. America’s leading floral and 
garden designers created tropical rainforests, temperate forests, native 
woodlands and arid landscapes, showcasing the astounding plants that thrive in 
each environment, from exquisite orchids and flowering vines to luminescent 
desert blooms.   
 
Special features of the Flower Show explored innovative ways green 
infrastructure is used to protect and conserve our water sources. The William 
Penn Foundation awarded a major grant to the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society to build an exhibit that illuminated how plant systems cleanse and sustain 
the Delaware River Watershed through mountains, fields, marshes and streams, 
and to convene a “Water Summit” at the Flower Show that engaged leading 
environmental and industry experts on freshwater issues and real-world solutions. 
Throughout the show, gardeners of all skill levels found water-wise concepts, 
including rain gardens and xeriscaping, plant-your-own experiences, and ideas 
they could use in their own home environment. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show support the PHS mission to connect people with 
horticulture and work together to create beautiful, healthy and sustainable 
communities. 
 

 b. Opportunity and sponsor 
“Wonders of Water,” the theme of the 2018 Philadelphia Flower Show, provided the 
opportunity to spotlight the importance of the region’s primary source of freshwater, 
the Delaware River Watershed. The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society sought 
support from the William Penn Foundation, one of the region’s leading charitable 
funds. The foundation awarded a $500,000 grant to PHS to host a “Water Summit” 
at the Flower Show and create a central exhibit, “Windows on the Watershed,” to 
teach guests about the role of the watershed and inspire them to help protect it.  

  
  



 c. Purpose of new sponsorship opportunity 
The special exhibit, “Windows on the Watershed,” was designed by consultant 
Victoria Prizzia, Principal at Habitheque, a design studio that links technology, 
public art, narrative and science. The exhibit was located at the center of the 
main exhibition hall, adjacent to the “Rainforest” entrance garden.  
 
The purpose of the exhibit was to bring ecological lessons and stories to life 
within the complex ecosystem of the Delaware River Watershed. It revealed the 
quiet jewels of the ecosystem, from headwaters to confluence, that often go 
unnoticed, drawing visitors’ attention to the many ways that nature is designed to 
protect itself. Visitors followed a path through plantings that highlighted the 
ecological heroes in each type of habitat – the powerhouse plants and trees that 
play significant roles in keeping rivers and streams healthy while supporting the 
biological needs of countless species as the web of life unfolds. 
 
Large photographs by Nick D’Amico transported visitors into the watershed with 
iconic imagery that captured a day in the life of the Delaware River, from sunrise 
in the mountains to sunset along the coastal plains. A sculptural installation by 
artist Stacy Levy was suspended from the ceiling of the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center, submerging visitors in a watery world and guiding them through the 
exhibit by way of hundreds of vertical, illuminated transparent tubes recalling the 
collected colors of water. 
 
Flower Show guests learned that our greatest natural allies in the clean water 
movement are the plants and trees -- as well as regional initiatives for clean 
water protection and revitalization –  and how each land use area has inherent 
jewels and unique threats that need to be balanced for the benefit of all living 
things. 
 

 d. Description of targeted sponsor 
The William Penn Foundation is dedicated to improving the quality of life in the 
Greater Philadelphia region through efforts that increase educational 
opportunities for children from low-income families, ensure a sustainable 
environment, foster creativity that enhances civic life, and advance philanthropy      
in the Philadelphia region. In partnership with others, the foundation works to 
advance opportunity, ensure sustainability, and enable effective solutions. 

 
 e. Synergy between the event and sponsor 

A focus of the William Penn Foundation’s support for environmental initiatives is 
protection and restoration of clean water in the Delaware River Watershed, which 
will ensure an adequate supply of clean water for generations to come and help 
accelerate conservation of this precious resource. As part of this goal, foundation 
funding aims to raise the visibility of the importance of clean water. This 
environmental mission of the William Penn Foundation aligned perfectly with the 
goals of the “Wonders of Water” theme and the year-round work of the 



Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, which uses green infrastructure to address 
issues of social equity and environmental challenges. 

 
 
 f. Overall effectiveness and success 

The “Windows on the Watershed” exhibit served as a brightly lit beacon on the 
Flower Show floor, with its long, glowing “water” tubes suspended from above. It 
offered an immersive, informative experience of the Delaware River Watershed and 
the plant and animal environment that protects and preserves it. 
 
For the William Penn Foundation, the Flower Show was an opportunity to share 
its message with more than 250,000 visitors and raise awareness of its mission 
to address critical environmental issues. Consultants recommended by William 
Penn helped shape key elements of the show and give voice to a foundation that 
works so impactfully behind the scenes. 
 

 2. Supporting Question 
 
 What challenges did you foresee? 

The Delaware River Watershed encompasses a river that runs 330 miles from the 
Catskill Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean. Its web of waterways flow through 13,500 
square miles of mountains, wilderness, farmland, cities and coastal plains – a range 
of ecosystems that support thousands of diverse plants and animals. The challenge 
was interpreting this vast environment within a Flower Show display, explaining its 
vital role as the principal source of drinking water for 15 million people, and inspiring 
show-goers to take steps to protect it. 
 
The design team met the challenge: The landscape of representative plants, the 
iconic imagery, the explanatory signage, and the art installation worked together to 
capture the nature and value of this extraordinary resource. Flower Show guests 
raved about the illuminated canopy and devoted the time to absorbing the messages 
of the exhibit. 
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Captions 
 
A grant from the William Penn Foundation supported the creation of an exhibit, 
“Windows on the Watershed,” which explored the complex ecosystem of the 
Delaware River Watershed. 
 
Large photographs by Nick D’Amico transported visitors into the watershed with 
iconic imagery that captured a day in the life of the Delaware River, from sunrise 
in the mountains to sunset along the coastal plains. 
 
Visitors followed a path through plantings that highlighted the ecological heroes 
in each type of watershed habitat. 
 
Located at the center of the Flower Show exhibition hall, the suspended art 
installation of the watershed exhibit could be seen throughout the hall. 
 
“Windows on the Watershed” was viewed by the more than 250,000 visitors to 
the 2018 Philadelphia Flower Show. 
 
The sculptural installation by artist Stacy Levy was suspended from the ceiling of 
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, submerging visitors in a watery world and 
guiding them through the exhibit by way of hundreds of vertical, illuminated 
transparent tubes recalling the collected colors of water. 
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