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Each March, Macon, GA, becomes the Pinkest Party On Earth as over 350,000 Yoshino Cherry Trees “pop” 
and bloom all around town. For 10 days, festival-lovers are treated to one of the most extravagant displays of 
springtime color in the nation as they visit the town referred to by Congressional Records as the Cherry 
Blossom Capital of the World.

Since 1983, Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival has delighted and awed Middle Georgia 
residents, visitors from around the country, and International guests. What started as a one-day event has 
grown into 10-day festival bringing over 100,000 visitors to celebrate the Yoshino Cherry Trees.

Our lineup offers guests the opportunity to participate in a myriad of activities that connects and showcases 
the talents and culture of our community-- a Gala honoring leaders, a fashion show featuring local 
celebrities and ambassadors, a community stage showcasing all ages and talents, a festive and grand 
midway, entertainment and shows that delight and inspire, a Street Party that unites all of Macon through 
music, a parade featuring our community’s different organizations and schools, bed races to cheer for, our 
new Bridge Dinner to set sights and taste buds high, a comedy show/roast to honor our incredible founder, 
an Easter Egg Hunt with eggs falling from the sky, and Third Street Park, a family favorite for ice cream and 
Coca-Cola.

Through each activity-- cultural, recreational, educational, and social-- we celebrate our quality of life, 
community fellowship, and civic pride by honoring “Love, Beauty, and International Friendship.”

Introduction and Description of Main Event

The Cherry Blossom festival partnered with Middle Georgia State University (MGSU) and its School of 
Aviation to a the new event, Cherry Blossom Egg Hunt.

Name of Opportunity and Sponsor

1: Overview Information

This year, the Cherry Blossom Festival partnered with Middle Georgia State University (MGSU) and 
introduced a new activity, the Cherry Blossom Easter Egg Hunt. The Easter Egg Hunt provided a free, 
family-centered event that brought a magical element by dropping Easter Eggs out of a MGSU School of 
Aviation helicopter. 

MGSU welcomed thousands of children, ages 2-10, onto their campus green for the Cherry Blossom Easter 
Egg Hunt. Children were separated by age-- 2 to 4, 5 to 7, and 8 to 10. For each age group the MGSU’s 
School of Aviation helicopter dropped 10,000 eggs for participants to find. 

In between the egg drops, children were encouraged to enjoy for free bouncy houses, games, and a giant 
foam pit.  After all three egg drops were completed, guests at MGSU green were invited to take pictures with 
the helicopter. 

As Ed Grisamore reported on Macon.com, “The weather forecast called for partly cloudy with a 100 percent 
chance of eggs.”

Description and Purpose of New Sponsorship Opportunity



2: Overview Information

MGSU’s School of Aviation recently expanded to Macon after being exclusively offered in Eastman, GA. 
MGSU’s School of Aviation is the only School of Aviation within the University System of Georgia. To help 
celebrate and provide an opportunity for MGSU’s School of Aviation to promote itself within the 
community, the Cherry Blossom Festival sought a new sponsorship program to partner with MGSU and 
provide program that showcased MGSU and its School of Aviation. 

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival also wanted to partner with MGSU for a new 
sponsorship program for the following reasons:
• A good working relationship - In the past the Cherry Blossom Festival rented the campus green for a 

balloon glow, and we rented a hall for a gala.
• Size of the campus - MGSU has a sizable campus that comfortably hold thousands of visitors.
• Ease of Parking - MGSU's campus provides multiple parking lots that are easy to enter and exit, allowing 

for traffic to flow smoothly.

Description of the Targeted Sponsor for the Opportunity and Why the 
Sponsor was Targeted

MGSU opened up its campus and showcased its award-winning School of Aviation through its sponsorship 
of the brand-new program, Cherry Blossom Easter Egg Hunt. The Cherry Blossom Festival worked closely 
with MGSU to provide a safe, free and unique Easter Egg Hunt that has never been seen in the Middle 
Georgia area. 

Focusing on the Festival’s principals, Love, Beauty and Friendship, the partnership created an outstanding 
program that celebrated families (love), the pristine MGSU campus green (beauty) and an opportunity to 
strengthen community (friendship).

Explain the Synergy Between the Event and the Sponsor

The Cherry Blossom Easter Egg Hunt brought together thousands of participants for a unique and talked-
about event. From coverage before, during and after the event, the Cherry Blossom Festival successfully 
targeted Middle Georgia families.

Social Media Promotions
• Cherry Blossom Festival’s Facebook Reaches and Engagements: 52,832

News Outlets and Community Organization - Promotions and Published Articles: *Including, but not 
limited to the following:
• WGXA
• The Telegraph
• Visit Macon
• Georgia Family
• Macon365
• 41NBC
• For Kids to Do In Middle Georgia
• 13WMAZ
• United Way of Central Georgia

Overall Effectiveness/Success of the Sponsorship



The Cherry Blossom Easter Egg Hunt was a brand-new event that focused on the family and community by 
providing free entertainment, activities, and a helicopter that dropped 10,000 eggs for children to find. 

With the uniqueness of the helicopter, the Cherry Blossom Festival identified early-on an obstacle being the 
number of children attending and participating in the event. While the Festival wanted and expected a large 
turnout, the issue was ensuring each child have an opportunity to find an egg and to do so safely. The
solution was to organize children by age groups and to place age restrictions on the event. 

Children 2-10 years old were able to participate in the following age groups being organized together: 
*While we stacked the egg drop by ages and times, we also stacked registration times to help facilitate a 
streamlined process.
• 2-4 year old children with the egg hunt at 2:30 p.m.
• 5-7 year old children with the egg hunt at 3:00 p.m.
• 8-10 year old children with the egg hunt at 3:30 p.m.

By having three different egg drops, it allowed visitors to watch in awe as the MGSU’s School of Aviation 
helicopter dropped eggs three times, which provided additional value to MGSU. It also help build 
excitement for children and parents. 

Staggering egg hunt times allowed children to remain safe and to find more eggs.

What Challenges/O0bstacles Did You Foresee/Encounter In Creating the 
Program, and How Did You Handle Them?
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