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INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION 

Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

EVENT DATE:  October 29, 2016 

PURPOSE/MISSION:   Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC), a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicat-
ed to providing San Antonio and its visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city™”;  to bring 
an awareness of family and community combined with history and heritage. Downtown San Antonio has 
been in a state of revitalization as the City prepares for its tricentennial celebration next year. Main Plaza, 
the true City center is monumental in this epic endeavor, a yearlong celebration of history and heritage. 
Main Plaza, a must see destination, especially the last week of October, has for the last 5 years, produced 
a festival and competition like no other: Promoting San Antonio Youth and great Mariachi Tradition.  

In order to expand and increase the understanding of San Antonio's history, heritage, and culture, MPC 
has partnered with Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz to provide San Antonio with a visual and audial showcase of 
the City's very heartbeat, its youth. 

Through the Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio program, whose membership is derived from the Festival 
and Competition, high school students are given access to quality music education, where emphasis is 
placed on facilitating student success and higher-education preparedness, and to fulfill the MPC mission 
to preserve San Antonio culture and heritage. 

Dr. Cruz, a Texas Teacher Certified, Doctor of Musical Arts, who specializes in the music of the Texas-
Mexican border region, most specifically the mariachi, has an award-winning history in academe and mu-
sic performance and, produces results. The MCSA program, with a 100% matriculation rate of its gradu-
ates into higher education, has created a significant impact in the graduation and participation rate of San 
Antonio students in higher education. 

There are many deterrents for San Antonio students when it comes to the study of music including but not 
limited to: money, language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in Mariachi Corazón de 
San Antonio (MCSA), San Antonio students have an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environ-
ment that is otherwise unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area.  
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In addition to its cultural relevance, this project has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens 
and tourists alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the City's cultural 
preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. The hope is for the City of San Antonio to “hop-
on” the  Main Plaza Conservancy’s proverbial “band-wagon” and continue to be forward thinking in de-
veloping and rejuvenating this wonderful place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its 
youth and educational programming. 

PURPOSE/GOALS:  To facilitate, through its youth and educational programming, most specifically, 
mariachi music, the transition of San Antonio youth into higher education.  To identify and attract the 
most gifted of San Antonio high school students, with consideration for those specializing in mariachi, 
giving them a venue for learning, performance, and musical exploration. To create an educational envi-
ronment that is inclusive of performance/music and conducive to the artistic, intellectual, and personal 
growth of San Antonio’s youth.  And, to elevate the overall educational diversity of the San Antonio 
community by fostering a high school music program that is in tune with the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) of 2015 and this Nation’s, “…fundamentally American ideal—that every child, regardless of race, 
income, background, the zip code where they live, deserves the chance to make of their lives what they 
will.” (President Barack Obama) 

HISTORY/DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:  Now the seventh-largest city in the nation, San Antonio is a 
pivotal location in the story and identity of the United States and North America. Charged with preserving 
the cultural heritage of this great City, Main Plaza Conservancy debuted “Mariachi Corazón de San Anto-
nio” Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition in 2012. Known as the “heart of the city™”, 
Main Plaza is the “original” historical City center. What better place to experience mariachi music at its 
finest than in the “HEART” of the City, Main Plaza, where the essence of the Texas-Mexican Border mu-
sic runs deep through its core? 
  
MPC is vested in preserving tradition and heritage and in promoting the cultural and educational enrich-
ment of San Antonio area students.  It is our premise that all youth should have the opportunity to partici-
pate in an ensemble of the caliber of an all-area youth choir or orchestra and that mariachi music is every 
bit as credible and viable an art form as is a symphony orchestra, especially in Texas where mariachi has 
become a sanctioned University Interscholastic League ensemble.  

The Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition provides 
the opportunity for a select group of students to continue past the one day festival and participate in an 
all-area mariachi, “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio (MCSA)” that are groomed to be ambassadors for 
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the City of San Antonio. It is through the MCSA program that students are exposed to university level 
instruction under the tutelage of Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, to travel opportunities around the City, State, 
and Unites States, and acquire the skills and social grooming necessary to be successful in higher educa-
tion. This high school showcase has been a recurring event on Main Plaza allowing visitors and residents 
alike to experience traditional sounds and witness the performance of mariachi music at its best since 
2012.  Main Plaza, home to San Fernando Cathedral, the oldest operating sanctuary in North America, is 
the ideal location for MCSA, ambassadors of the City of San Antonio, to represent the culture of the peo-
ple of San Antonio at one of only four colonial plazas left in the United States, and the only one with a 
cathedral. Most importantly, in-line with the ESSA of 2015, this annual event is free and open to the pub-
lic, affording participation and experience of the event to all. 

TYPES OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDED UNDER THE FESTIVAL/EVENT UMBRELLA:  
The Festival 
Throughout the day, leading up to the evening Mariachi Competition, middle school, high school, private 
school, university and community Mariachis and Folkloric Dancers are invited to showcase. The festival 
is a celebration of Culture and Heritage with free  entertainment. Vendors, food trucks, artisans, and uni-
versity recruiters are invited, as our priority is education for our students, that and offering an understand-
ing of culture to the City of San Antonio, free of charge. It is a fun filled, educational day, suitable for all 
ages and available to all. Traditionally, the Festival and Competition closes with a performance of the 
award-winning Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio along with either a San Antonio Legend or a super-star 
that has been awarded a Life Time Achievement Award for their contribution to Music and or Mariachi 
Education. 

The High School Mariachi Competition 
In an effort to promote and preserve the cultural heritage of San Antonio, to embrace the spirit of the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, and to have a significant impact in the participation rate of 
San Antonio youth in higher education, the Main Plaza Conservancy, partnered with Dr. Rachel Yvonne 
Cruz to create the high school all-star, musical phenomenon, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. Albeit 
that there are several, well established mariachi festivals and competitions that take place around the 
Country (the World), there are few to none that stress the importance of mariachi as an academic disci-
pline or that have provided formally educated musicians as judges, clinicians and presenters. Main Plaza 
is poised to become the “Plaza Garibaldi” of the United States and trendsetter in the area of mariachi fes-
tivals and education. 
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The High School Level Mariachi competition is open to all San Antonio Area High School Mariachi en-
sembles and judged by professional musicians with experience in Mariachi education to ensure integrity 
of scoring in regard to musicianship, technique, and style.  A $1,500.00 cash award as well as the designa-
tion, Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area, is given to the ensemble that wins first 
place; plaques are given to those school ensembles that place second and third. A new component to our 
Mariachi group competition, in 2016, was the inclusion of a People’s Choice Award that allowed for audi-
ence participation. Interestingly enough, the crowd pleaser was not the overall winner, making the compe-
tition itself, a real "nail-biter"! 

All-Star Competition/MCSA 
Each school was allowed to choose up to three students to showcase in the competition, those students 
were in the running for a place in the All-Star Mariachi that is Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. Texas 
University Interscholastic League policy is observed and all competitors must have at least a 3.0 Grade 
Point Average in order to compete; the competition is limited to High School Mariachi ensembles, but 
schools and private schools that do not have mariachi programs are allowed to nominate students for the 
All-Star Mariachi competition and those students are accompanied by Mariachi Internacional of the In-
ternational Academy of Music and the Arts (IAMA).  

MCSA Travel Opportunities 
In September of 2016 MCSA was invited to Showcase at the Topeka Kansas 2nd Annual Mariachi Festi-
val. Fourteen MCSA students traveled with 2 Chaperones and Dr. Cruz via Southwest Airlines from San 
Antonio to Topeka as guests of the Topeka Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. This experience is notable 
for the following: 

1.Of the fourteen students that participated in the Topeka Festival, several had never before flown. Their 
first airline experience was as a result of their participation in MCSA.  

2.MCSA students were given a private tour of Brown v. Board of Education (1954) National Historic Site 
where they learned about…”a landmark United States Supreme Court case in which the Court declared 
state laws establishing separate public schools for black and white students to be unconstitutional. The 
decision overturned the Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 1896, which allowed state-sponsored segrega-
tion, insofar as it applied to public education. Handed down on May 17, 1954, the Warren Court's unan-
imous (9–0) decision stated that ‘separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.’ As a result, de 
jure racial segregation was ruled a violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment of the United States Constitution. This ruling paved the way for integration and was a major victo-
ry of the Civil Rights Movement.” (www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_v._Board_of_Education) 

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_v._Board_of_Education
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3.Students were given a tour of Washburn University, offering them the opportunity to explore opportuni-
ties for higher education outside of the State of Texas. 

4.MCSA and Dr. Cruz offered Mariachi Clinics to both Topeka students, 6-12th grade and to members of 
the Topeka community. They were given the opportunity to speak about their heritage and San Antonio 
culture. They acted as ambassadors for the City of San Antonio. 

5.Traveling is a necessary skill in today’s society. As part of MCSA students are groomed to be successful 
in today’s ever-changing, global economy. 

Mariachi Educator Development 
To facilitate the pedagogical development of San Antonio area mariachi directors, professional develop-
ment opportunities that are free of charge for San Antonio area mariachi educators and future educators, 
are offered on a yearly basis as well as other opportunities for high school level directors to learn from the 
creator of the first degree of its kind, Bachelor of Arts/Music with a Specialization/Emphasis in Mariachi 
Performance and Pedagogy, Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz. These professional development opportunities vary 
in form and content, but the goal remains the same: To provide continuing education opportunities for 
mariachi educators. Topics covered are Mariachi Instrumental Methods and varying Pedagogical Ap-
proaches and/or more applied opportunities as Dr. Cruz may be approached for workshops, clinics, and 
lectures on a school by school basis. The focus is always pedagogy and stresses music literacy and musi-
cianship.  

Dr. Cruz has recently finished her first book, The Art of Mariachi: A Curriculum Guide for Mariachi Ed-
ucators, and is working on The Art of Mariachi: Student Methods. These books include information and 
resources that cover the history of mariachi, models for lesson planning, curriculum building, and annual 
planning.  

Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event that features Mariachi Music, dance, 
crafts, food & beverages, and that celebrates San Antonio culture and heritage, but its effects carry on 
throughout the year, throughout lifetimes. The events highlight mariachi education and national standards 
of education, where all local high schools (both public and private) are invited to compete, and from 
which MCSA continues to grow and support San Antonio students through high school and their journey 
into higher education is so much more than just a one day festival, it's a life changing event.  

MCSA Students receive a $1000.00 scholarship for each year of successful participation in MCSA and 
$5000.00 for those students who successfully complete all four years of high school as MCSA members. 
In 2016, we celebrated our first 4-year graduates, that each received a $5000.00 scholarship, one which is 
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currently attending Stanford University. MCSA boasts a 100% matriculation rate of its students into insti-
tutions of higher education, having through the Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School 
Group and All-Star Competition, created a roadmap for success! 

OVERALL REVENUE AND EXPENSE BUDGET:  

Revenue $15,000.00 and Expenses  $13,000.00. 

ESTIMATED ECONOMIC IMPACT: Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio will realize thousands of dol-
lars in tourist revenue for the 7th largest city in the nation, positively impacting a huge existing tourist 
market.  MCSA will take an active role in shaping the future of San Antonio's Youth and the City of San 
Antonio by providing exemplary cultural and performing arts, educational classes and programming to 
the community, encouraging its youth to become preservers and advocates of culture, arts and the inner-
city community of San Antonio. 

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS & DEMOGRAPHICS:   
4,750 total  
65% Hispanic  
30% Caucasian 
5% Other 

VOLUNTEER COUNT & DEOMGRAPHICS: 
STAFFING NUMBERS AND POSITIONS 
Executive Director-Jane Pauley-Flores (1) Caucasian 55-65yrs; Artistic Director-Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz (1) 
Hispanic 30-47yrs; AD Assistants (2) Hispanic 30-45yrs; Programs Manager- (2) Caucasian 30-35yrs; (3) 
Hispanic 30-45yrs; Sound & Production-B-P Lighting, Sound and Video (4) Hispanic 30-45yrs; MPC 
Chair- William Scanlan, Jr. (1) Caucasian 55-65 yrs 
Staff total = 14 
VOLUNTEERS 
(20) Hispanic, (5) Caucasian  
Total = 25 

FOUNDING/INCORPORATION DATE AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEM: 
Main Plaza Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created and incorporated October 3, 2007 
for the sole purpose to manage, maintain and operate the historical city center a/k/a "the Heart of the 
City™" of San Antonio, Texas and is under contract with the City of San Antonio to manage Main Plaza. 
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STAFF CONSISTS OF:  Jane Pauley-Flores, Executive Director, Program Manager, Creative Designer. 

CUSTODIAL STAFF CONSISTS OF: Roy Gonzales, Miguel Rodriguez, Henry Perez. 

THE VOLUNTEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONSISTS OF: William Scanlan, Jr., Chairman of 
the Board; Patrick Kennedy, Honorary Chair; Father David Garcia, Vice Chair; Kit Goldsbury, Secretary; 
Alfredo Flores, Jr., Treasurer; Gini Garcia, Director;  
Betty Bueché, County Liaison and Jim Mery, City Liaison. 
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M a r i a c h i  C o r a z o n  D e  S a n  A n t o n i o  R e c e i v e s
T h e  G R A N D  P I N N A C L E  A W A R D  2 0 1 6 ! !

A l s o :   2 0 1 6  S I L V E R  P I N N A C L E      -      M A R I A C H I  C O R A Z O N  D E

S A N  A N T O N I O ,  B E S T  E D U C A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M

Prior Year - MCSA Received Two (2) 2015 PINNACLE AWARDS For

Best Educational Program And Best Presentation Piece!

 

_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

M A I N  P L A Z A  C O N S E R V A N C Y

P r e s e n t s . . .

H O M E A B O U T  M A I N  P L A Z A P R O G R A M S C O N T A C T
C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S S H O P G A L L E R Y
H A N G  O U T  A T  T H E  M A I N  P L A Z A

San Antonio | The Saga 2017 Schedule: Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, And
Sundays At 9PM, 9:30PM, And 10PM.   This World Class Video/art Projection Has

Received The Grand Pinnacle Award!

×
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M A R I A C H I  C O R A Z O N  D e  S A N  A N T O N I O
F E S T I V A L ,  H I G H  S C H O O L  G R O U P

A N D  A L L - S T A R  C O M P E T I T I O N  2 0 1 6

S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 9 t h  F r o m  1 2 : 0 0  N o o n  T o
5 p m  Y o u  W i l l  B e  A b l e  T o  H e a r  L o c a l  M a r i a c h i
B a n d s  P e r f o r m i n g  O n  M a i n  P l a z a  T o  I n c l u d e :  

M a r i a c h i  L o s  P a l o m i n o s  ( P a l o  A l t o  C o l l e g e ) ,
M a r i a c h i  S o l  Y  L u n a ,  M a r i a c h i  M i l a g r o  D e
N o c h e ,  M a r i a c h i  A l m a  D e  M e x i c o ,  M a r i a c h i
L o s  C o n q u i s t o d o r e s  A n d  S e e  T h e  I n c r e d i b l e
D a n c e  T r o u p e ,  B a i l a n d o  S i n  F r o n t e r a s !    M e e t
A n d  G r e e t  W i t h  M a r i a c h i  C o r a z o n  D e  S a n
A n t o n i o  T h r o u g h o u t  T h e  A f t e r n o o n ,  O n  P l a z a .  
T h e  A f t e r n o o n  W i l l  B e  J u s t  A  S a m p l e  O f  T h e
C o m p e t i t i o n  T o  F o l l o w  A t  5 p m .

S t a r t i n g  A t  5 p m  Y o u  A r e  I n v i t e d  T o  A t t e n d
T h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  M a r i a c h i  C o m p e t i t i o n  A t  I t s
B e s t !    A r e a  H i g h  S c h o o l s  C o m p e t e  F o r  T h e
T i t l e  " B e s t  H i g h  S c h o o l  L e v e l  M a r i a c h i  I n  T h e
S a n  A n t o n i o  A r e a "  A n d  T h e  $ 1 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  C a s h
P r i z e !    T h i s  E v e n i n g  W i l l  N o t  D i s a p p o i n t  Y o u ,
R a t h e r ,  E x p e c t  T o  H e a r  T h e  B e s t  M a r i a c h i
A r o u n d  A n d  W h e n  I t ' s  A  C o m p e t i t i o n  I t  O n l y
G e t s  B e t t e r !

T h e s e  A r e  T h e  S c h o o l s  C u r r e n t l y  O n  T h e
P e r f o r m a n c e  L i s t :    B r a c k e n r i d g e ,  S o u t h w e s t
V a r s i t y ,  S o u t h w e s t  J r .  V a r s i t y ,  S o u t h  S a n ,  F o x
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T e c h ,  H o l m e s  A n d  O t h e r s  T B A !

T h e  E v e n i n g  E n d s  W i t h  T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A w a r d  W i n n i n g  S a n  A n t o n i o | T h e  S a g a
V i d e o / a r t  P r o j e c t i o n  O n t o  T h e  F a c a d e  O f
H i s t o r i c  S a n  F e r n a n d o  C a t h e d r a l .  

M a k e  I t  A  D a y  O n  B e a u t i f u l  M a i n  P l a z a  W h e r e
T h e  A t m o s p h e r e  I s  S e c o n d  T o  N o n e ,  E n j o y
T h e  H i s t o r i c  S i g n i f i c a n c e  T h r o u g h  R e a d i n g
T h e  3 0  E n g r a v e d  P a v e r s  O n  T h e  P l a z a ,  V i s i t
T h e  O l d e s t  C a t h e d r a l  I n  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
S a n  F e r n a n d o  C a t h e d r a l ,  A c r o s s  T h e  S t r e e t  I s
T h e  O l d e s t  C o u r t h o u s e  I n  T e x a s ,  B e x a r  C o u n t y
C o u r t h o u s e ,  R e a d  T h e  M a n y  H i s t o r i c
M a r k e r s / p l a q u e s  O n  T h e  A r e a  B u i l d i n g s  A n d
S i t e  B a c k  T o  R e l a x  T o  T h e  T o b i n  F o u n t a i n s
S p l a s h i n g ,  B i r d s  S i n g i n g  A n d  T h e  C i t y  S o u n d s
T h a t  M a k e  S a n  A n t o n i o  T h e  P l a c e  T o  B e .

M a n y  F o o d  O p t i o n s  T o  I n c l u d e  B l u e  S t a r
I c e h o u s e  O n  M a i n  P l a z a ,  E l  O a s i s  C a f e  # 2  A n d
T h e  F o o d  T r u c k  P r o g r a m .    F o o d  I t e m s  T o
I n c l u d e :    B r i s k e t  S a n d w i c h ,  F u n n e l  C a k e ,
H a m b u r g e r s  &  F r i e s ,  F r u i t  D r i n k s ,  H o t d o g s ,
S o d a s  A n d  C r a f t  B e e r .    I n  C e l e b r a t i o n  O f  A n d
T o  C o m m e m o r a g e  T h i s  E v e n t  P a r t n e r e d  W i t h
D i a  D e  L o s  M u e r t o s ,  T - s h i r t s  W i l l  B e
A v a i l a b l e  F o r  S a l e .    Y o u  W i l l  A l s o  B e  A b l e  T o
P u r c h a s e  M e m o r a b i l i a  O f  S a n  A n t o n i o | T h e
S a g a  I n  O u r  G i f t  S h o p ,  T i e n d a  C o r a z o n ,
L o c a t e d  O n  M a i n  P l a z a !
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T h e r e  I s  S o m e t h i n g  F o r  E v e r y o n e ,  G r e a t
M u s i c  A n d  G r e a t  F u n  T o  B e  F o u n d  O n
B e a u t i f u l ,  H i s t o r i c  M a i n  P l a z a ! !    M a i n  P l a z a
I s  F a m i l y  F o c u s e d  A n d  B i k e  F r i e n d l y .    B r i n g
T h e  W h o l e  F a m i l y  T o  T h e  P l a z a  O n  S a t u r d a y ,
O c t o b e r  2 9 t h ! !

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - -

M A I N  P L A Z A  C O N S E R V A N C Y  I S  P L E A S E D  T O
A N N O U N C E  T H E

W I N N E R S  O F  T H E  4 T H  A N N U A L

M A R I A C H I  C O R A Z O N  D e  S A N  A N T O N I O
F E S T I V A L ,

H I G H  S C H O O L  G R O U P  &  A L L - S T A R
C O M P E T I T I O N

2 0 1 5  W I N N E R S

F I R S T  P L A C E :

"BEST HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL MARIACHI IN THE SAN ANTONIO

AREA"!!!

B R A C K E N R I D G E  H I G H  S C H O O L               U N D E R  T H E  D I R E C T I O N  O F  M R .

J O H N  N I E T O             T H R E E  T I M E  W I N N E R ! ! !
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SECOND PLACE:           SOUTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL

THIRD PLACE:               HOLMES HIGH SCHOOL

 

ALL-STARS WINNING TO BECOME MARIACHI CORAZON DE SAN

ANTONIO.      

Stephanie Jimenez - John Jay High School

Luis Rivas - John Jay High School

lOREN TORRES - SOUTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL

ANNABELLE MARTINEZ - JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL 

TRUMPET:

Luis Romero - Southwest High School

Braulia Morales - John Jay High School

 ARMONIA (GUITAR, VIHUELA, GUITARRA DE GOLPE

Christian Medellin - John Jay High School

Jessica Salazar - MADISON High School

Bryan Florino - Edison High School

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!!!    THANK YOU TO ALL AREA SCHOOLS THAT PARTICIPATED
FOR  A  VERY  SUCCESSFUL  AND  ENERGETIC  COMPETITION...      WHAT  A  NIGHT  ON  THE
PLAZA!!!
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2 0 1 4  W I N N E R S . . .

B R A C K E N R I D G E  H I G H  S C H O O L

B e s t  M a r i a c h i  L e v e l  H i g h  S c h o o l

I n  T h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  A r e a

A L L - S T A R  W I N N E R S

V I O L I N S :  A l a n  L a w s o n ,  B r a c k e n r i d g e  H S ,
E l i z a b e t h  B u e n t e l l o ,  J o h n  J a y  H S ,  S t e p h a n i e
M o l i n a ,  J o h n  J a y  H S ,  K i r a  R e y e s ,  S o u t h w e s t

H S ,  K i a n a  V e r t e r e s ,  S o u t h w e s t  H S ,  A r i a n a
G a r z a ,  B r a c k e n r i d g e  H S

G U I T A R :    B r i e n n e  F l o r e s ,  S o u t h  S a n  H S ,
V a n e s s a  H u e r t a ,  S o u t h w e s t  H S  ( A l t e r n a t e )

V I H U E L L E :    J u d e  P e r e z ,  B r a c k e n r i d g e  H S ,
A l e j a n d r o  C e r r i l l o ,  S o u t h w e s t  H S  ( A l t e r n a t e )

G U I T A R R A  D e  G O L P E :    G i l b e r t  Z a v a l a ,
S o u t h w e s t  H S

A R P A :    K e v i n  G i v e n s ,  S o u t h w e s t  H S

G U I T A R R O N :    J a c q u e l i n e  M o l i n a ,  J o h n  J a y
H S ,  A l e x i s  R e y e s ,  B r a c k e n r i d g e  H S  ( A l t e r n a t e )

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ! ! ! ! !
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Known  As  The  “Heart  Of  The  City”,  Main  Plaza  Is  The  “Original”

Historical  City  Center  And  The  Heartbeat  Of  San  Antonio.   Main  Plaza

Conservancy,  A  501  (C)(3)  Non-profit  Organization,  Is  Dedicated  To

Providing  San  Antonio  And  Its  Visitors  With  The  Cultural  And  Historical

“Heart  Of  The  City.”   How  Better  To  Bring  An  Awareness  Of  Family  And

Community Combined With History And Heritage Than By Showcasing San

Antonio’s  Finest  Resources  Its  Youth  And  Great  Mariachi  Tradition.   The

Musical  Spirit  Found  In  San  Antonio  Runs  Deep  Through  Its  Veins  And

What Better Place To Experience Mariachi Music At Its Finest Than In The

“HEART” Of  The City,  Main  Plaza,  Where  We Take Pleasure  In  Presenting

Music,  Rich In Latino Heritage That Is The Essence Of The Texas-Mexican

Border Region.

At Main Plaza Conservancy We Are As Vested In Preserving Tradition And

Heritage As We Are In Promoting The Cultural And Educational Enrichment

Of San Antonio Area Students.   It  Has Been Proven That Those Students

Who  Participate  In  The  Fine  And  Performing  Arts  Have  A  Tendency  To

Score  Higher  On  Standardized  Tests  And  The  Like  And  That  It  Is  In  The

Ninety Percentile That Those Who Participate In Musical Ensembles While

In  A  High  School  Matriculate  Into  Colleges  And  Universities.   It  Is  The

Premise  Of  MPC  That  All  Youth  Should  Have  The  Opportunity  To

Participate  In  An  Ensemble  Of  The  Caliber  Of  An  All-area  Youth  Choir  Or

Orchestra  And That  Mariachi  Music  Is  Every  Bit  As  Credible  An  Art  Form

As Is A Symphony Orchestra. 
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Therefore, We Have Added A Component To Our Festival That Provides The

Opportunity For A Select Group Of Students To Continue Past The One Day

Festival And Participate In An All-area Mariachi, “Mariachi Corazón De San

Antonio” That Will  Be Groomed To Be Ambassadors For MPC And The City

Of San Antonio.  Students Selected For Mariachi Corazón Will Study Under

The  Direction  Of  Dr.  Rachel  Yvonne  Cruz,  Who  With  An  Award-winning

History In Mariachi As Well As Academe, Being A Founder In The Creation

Of  The  First  Bachelor  Of  Arts  Degree  In  Music  With  A  Specialization  In

Mariachi  Performance  And  Pedagogy,  Will  Team With  MPC To  Facilitate  A

Smooth  Transition  For  Mariachi  Corazón  Members  Into  Colleges  And

Universities  Through  Scholarship  Incentives  And  Possible  Travel  And

University  Credit  Opportunities.  To  Be  Nominated  For  This  Select

Group Will Be An Honor But To Be Included As One Of The Best In The All-

Star  Ensemble  Will  Offer  Incredible  Opportunities  To  Each  Individual  As

Well  As  The  Collective  Group.  MPC  Recognizes  The  Significance  Of

Tradition,  Culture  And  Education  In  Mariachi  Music  And  Are  Vested  In

Preserving The Integrity Of This Musical Phenomenon.

The  High  School  Level  Mariachi  Competition  Will  Be  Adjudged  By

Professional  Musicians  With  A  Vested  Interest  In  Mariachi  Education  To

Ensure  Integrity  Of  Scoring  In  Regard  To  Musicianship,  Technique  And

Style. There Will  Be A $1,500.00 Cash Award As Well As The Designation

Best  High  School  Level  Mariachi  In  The  San  Antonio  Area  For  The

Ensemble  That  Wins  First  Place.  Choose  Up  To  Three  Of  Your  Students

(See  Attached  For  Criteria  For  All-Star  Nominees)  To  Showcase  In  Our

Competition  (List  These  Students  On  Registration  Form),  And  Those
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Students Will  Be In The Running For A Place In The All-star Mariachi That

Will Become “Mariachi Corazón De San Antonio”.  Main Plaza Conservancy

Is  Poised  To  Become  The  “Plaza  Garibaldi”  Of  The  United  States  And

Trendsetter In The Arena Of Mariachi Festivals And Education.

At  The  MPC  Mariachi  Festival,  Texas  University  Interscholastic  League

Policy  Will  Be  Observed;  The  Competition  Is  Limited  To  High  School

Mariachi  Ensembles,  But  Schools  And  Private  Schools  That  Do  Not  Have

Mariachi Programs Will  Be Allowed To Nominate Students For The All-Star

Mariachi  Competition  That  Will  Be  Accompanied  By  A  Professional

Mariachi;  Middle  School,  High  School,  Private  School,  University  And

Community  Mariachis  Are  Welcome  And  Encouraged  To  Showcase

Throughout The Day Of The Festival Competition. 

Rita Verreos Hosts "American Idol" style Mariachi competition
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San Antonio  |  The SAGA

Top Must-do For  Your Out-of-
town Guests
“San Antonio | The Saga” at Main Plaza

      We love the Alamo, but we have a new favorite stop on our tourist to-
dos—actually, for everyone’s to-dos. See the San Fernando Cathedral like
never before during this 24-minute show by French artist Xavier De
Richemont, in which lights projected onto the cathedral tell the story of San
Antonio from its beginning to today. Crowds have gathered four nights a
week since its debut in June for a one-of-a-kind experience.

Show times are 9, 9:30 and 10 p.m. on Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays.

115 N. Main Ave., 210-225-9800, mainplaza.org

DONATE

P O W E R E D  B Y  M O N K S  T O O L B O X
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GRAND PINNACLE ENTRY #1 - 2017 
MARIACHI CORAZÓN DE SAN ANTONIO

The Grand Pinnacle - Entry #1 
Additional Requirements 

Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

PROMOTIONAL/MARKETING CAMPAIGN & MEDIA OUTREACH 
Main Plaza Conservancy takes great pride in the promotion and marketing of Mariachi Corazón de San 
Antonio, ambassadors for the City of San Antonio and of the Festival and Competition from whence they 
came.  

First and foremost, the marketing of the event began with the creation of a logo that includes both male 
and female mariachis, musical notes, and the Main Plaza, signature heart, signifying the "heart of the 
city”.  This remarkable logo presents itself without explanation.  The MCSA logo appears on all print ma-
terial, to include t-shirts, posters, flyers, banners, billboards, social media and internet sites.  This logo is 
the brand of Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio, and is of great significance to the event. 

Main Plaza Conservancy and area media provided coverage of video & audio ads, print articles with pic-
tures in newspapers, newsletters, magazines, and digital billboards.  Additionally, numerous local web-
sites as well as the City websites and newsletters, County emails, posters, and various “Save the Dates” 
were presented in print and online in the weeks leading-up to the Festival and Competition.   

Our Target market was quite literally, everyone, everywhere, all walks of life and all ages.  Providing 
family friendly, culturally relevant events and opportunities is the trademark of the venue, Main Plaza. 
Events that focus on all-inclusive events that are free of charge in order to avoid any apprehension due to 
socio-economic status, race, religion, or culture. 

Promotions in various forms were provided by and through the City of San Antonio, County of Bexar, 
Spectrum/Time Warner Media, Univision, iHeart/Clear Channel, KLRN Public TV, SA-CAN (San Anto-
nio Community Access Network), Express-News, San Antonio Magazine and Main Plaza Conservancy. 

Area high schools shared in the process of engaging in spreading the word and promoting their own inter-
ests toward the competition and impending title.



What/Why:
Main Plaza is pleased to announce the 5th Annual "Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio" Festival, High
School Group and All-Star Competition! The MCSA Festival was an amazing success last year and
received The Grand Pinnacle Award by IFEA! The MCSA All-Star Ensemble showcased for the 2nd
year in a row at the Kansas Mariachi Festival, their performance was stellar! Additionally, MCSA
received a Pinnacle Award for the Best Educational Program for the 2nd year!

This year, the event will run from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and is FREE AND OPEN to the public.
Guests can take in Mariachi music while enjoying local food vendors. We will also have
performances by "Mariachi Fiesta de San Antonio" (Local professional Mariachi Group) and
"Bailando Sin Fronteras" (Local Dance Troupe) throughout the event. At 9:00 p.m. guests are invited
to stay and watch "San Antonio|The Saga", an international award winning and captivating visual art
projection that displays on the magnificent façade of San Fernando Cathedral.

For the past (4) years, MCSA has showcased local high schools in a competition for the title, "Best
High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area" and the cash prize of $1,500! This year will
prove to be nothing less than spectacular as the prior winners, Brackenridge, Southwest,
Brackenridge and again Brackenridge, will certainly be focused on the prize with competition at its
best. Then add to the mix South San, Holmes, Southwest JV, Brackenridge JV, Thomas Jefferson,
John Jay and Edison High Schools and look out!

This year will prove to be even more exceptional with the involvement of the 9th Annual Corazón de
Memoria. During this year's MCSA Festival we will be showcasing a 15ft Dia de los Muertos Altar by
David Zamora Casas, a local artist, deeply influenced by la cultura. The public is invited to interact
with the altar by placing photos or memorabilia of their dearly departed as remembrance.

Additionally, the The Final Acts Project, a theatre, creative arts and humanities based public health
initiative, will collaborate with artist/filmmaker Laura Varela, artist David Zamora Casas and Main
Plaza Conservancy in events that address legacy, planning, life and death. The programming
includes community art workshops at the Bhil Haus Arts and the Haven for Hope. Guest speakers
will better inform the public about this incredible collaboration.

Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio
and its visitors with the cultural and historical "heart of the city"; bringing awareness of family and
community combined with history and heritage. All events are free and open to the public. Free
weekend parking is available for Main Plaza visitors at one of two Frost Bank street-level parking lots
Friday nights 5p.m. to midnight and Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. to midnight.

For information please visit mainplaza.org
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GRAND PINNACLE ENTRY #1 - 2017 
MARIACHI CORAZÓN DE SAN ANTONIO

The Grand Pinnacle - Entry #1 
Additional Requirements 

Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/MULTI-MEDIA PROGRAM/CAMPAIGN   
Multiple websites that include but are not limited to  Main Plaza Conservancy's website, the IAMA Sound 
Lab’s website, and the websites of San Antonio Area Schools and School Districts that announced their 
ensemble’s participation in the MCSA Festival. 
Photos and Videos contained detailed information about this project, its mission and scholarship opportu-
nities.  

Social media, i.e. Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram all helped to spread the word, as our MCSA members 
themselves Tweet and Instagram daily about themselves, events and day to day involvement with MCSA. 
They are not only great ambassadors for the City and Main Plaza, but are the best marketers of their own 
events.  

Area high schools shared in the promotion via their various programs.
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The Grand Pinnacle - Entry #1 
Additional Requirements 

Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

OVERALL SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM  
Sponsors consisted of: 

Spectrum/Time Warner Media including their 25 TV stations, and special coverage on the 24 hour 
News Channel; 
Univision/UniMás17 (international coverage) including their 12 TV stations, live event coverage;  
Clear Channel Outdoor included all local digital billboard coverage;  
SA-CAN included 1 half-hour show two times, 9am and 5pm, every Sunday;  
Area Concierge Association members were ecstatic to share the excitement of the area mariachi com-

petition with their patrons and outside inquiries. 
Drury Plaza Hotel adjacent to Main Plaza, partnered with the Conservancy and continues to partner 

with packages for tourists wanting to be positioned overlooking the plaza and having the proverbial 
"front row seat" from their balconies in the San Fernando Tower section.   
City of San Antonio, Blue Star Ice House, El Oasis Cafe #2, IAMA Sound Lab, San Fernando Cathe-

dral, Bailando Sin Fronteras Dance Troupe, and Petey Galindo provided volunteers and/or financial 
support for the success of this incredible event. 
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Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

CRITICAL COMPONENT PROGRAMS 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM   
Volunteer Tasks and Responsibilities 
Project Name: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competi-
tion    
Date of Service: Saturday, October 29 , 2016 
Location of Event: Main Plaza 115 N. Main Avenue 
Attire: Casual and/or traditional/ethnic 
Shift Time: Arrive at 11:00 am on Plaza.  Meet with Program Manager for event briefing, schedule re-
view. 
Sign In: All volunteers must register upon arrival on sign-in sheet at kiosk.  Also, receive appropriate 
shirt, name tag and receive position assignment and job duties. 
Parking Instructions: Limited parking is located in one of the Frost Bank surface lots (3) on S. Flores 
Street.  Parking is free to all volunteers, please present window pass. 
Job Description: Volunteers will be in charge of managing the VIP check-in area, the VIP seating area, 
and assist with passing out event programs to VIP's.  All other seating areas for general public will have 
program placed on each seat.  NOTE:  please see all programs are handed out to the crowd.  Please note 
light lifting and bending may be required. 

*You must wear your name tag and have proper ID during event at all times. 

*Alcohol cannot be handled by volunteers and must be observed.  (See Food & Beverage Program) 

REMEMBER 
You represent Main Plaza Conservancy and Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio at all times.  Please be 
courteous and assist others. 

GUIDELINES: 
Keep your ID on at all times 
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Wear comfortable shoes, cushioned socks recommended 
Do not bring purse—safe storage is limited, at best 
No smoking 
No chewing gum 
No personal cell phone use, unless absolutely necessary 
No alcoholic beverages consumed or handled 
No foul language 
Know/learn proper communication/radio etiquette, if applicable 
Be attentive and professional at all times 
Use good judgment when dealing with public 
Please assist in keeping the Plaza clean 
Enjoy this event and your time on the Plaza 

PROMPTNESS, FLEXIBILITY AND PROFESSIONALISM EXPECTED! 
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GREEN PROGRAM 
(18) Recycle receptacles (blue) placed by every trash can on the Plaza with eco-friendly biodegradable 
trash liners. Receptacle trash to be collected every hour with noted separation between recyclable and 
non-recyclable into approved containers. HEAVY Duty disposable ✔ compostable ✔ biodegradable 64 
gallon trash bags to be used. Grounds trash to be collected continuously throughout the event by mainte-
nance.  This trash may be placed in receptacles as needed but not if the receptacle is full and already 
needs to be emptied.  Do not create overfull receptacles.  If an area is noted to need special attention, 
please alert maintenance crew.   
(4) All restrooms must have hand soap dispensers to contain Dial Antibacterial Liquid.  Use only a prod-
uct that kills a broad spectrum of bacteria and yeasts, prevents growth of gram-positive and gram-negative 
pathogens, contains emollients and skin conditioners to ensure mildness with frequent hand washings.  
Remember to wash hands regularly during event and after restroom use. 

(4) All restroom toilet paper dispensers to be EcoSoft® jumbo roll bath tissue double-ply with high-ca-
pacity systems. This tissue is 100% recycled and Green Seal™-certified.  Do not allow this product to run 
out at any time during the event.  During brief walk-thru, please note floor debris conditions as well as 
dispenser content. 

Eco-friendly recycled plastic cups reduce carbon footprint and must be used on the plaza.  Biodegradable 
plastic cups degrade over time without leaving behind any visible or toxic residue.  These are the only 
cups to be used in the VIP areas, at the operating kiosks and booths and for all alcohol drinks on Main 
Plaza. 

Landscaping is planned, prepared and completed on the plaza in preparation for event:  Double-grind 
black cedar mulch with no dyes or chemicals, all natural in all beds, under trees and to dike irrigation sys-
tems at specific locations around the base of trees.  All plants in pots and hanging baskets to be watered 
well the day prior to event and NOT on the day of the event.   

All plantings are to be native to TX and non-poisonous.  This must be noted and maintained.  Follow 
MPC's Vegetation Plan and use common sense. 

Power washing must be with hot water and no chemicals.   In required areas, per city code, water must be 
recaptured and disposed of properly.  See watering plan, as needed. 
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In the event there is heavy rain prior to the event, the plaza will be soaked and has limited permeability.  
This will require maintenance to use water pumps in approved areas, and water removed to plant beds.  
Use caution with electrical cords and placement of water for drainage.  Do not let water sit and dry-up nor 
use squeegee on crushed granite areas.  Solid pavers may be blown, swept or a squeegee used appropri-
ately. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM  
In order to expand and increase the understanding of San Antonio's history, heritage, and culture , MPC 
has partnered with Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz to provide San Antonio with a visual and audial showcase of 
the City's very heartbeat, its youth. 

Through the Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio program, who’s membership is derived from the Festival 
and Competition, high School students are given access to quality music education, where emphasis is 
placed on facilitating student success and higher-education preparedness, and to fulfill the MPC mission 
to preserve San Antonio culture and heritage. 

Dr. Cruz, a Texas Teacher Certified, Doctor of Musical Arts, who specializes in the music of the Texas-
Mexican border region, most specifically the mariachi, has an award-winning history in academe and mu-
sic performance and, produces results. The MCSA program, with a 100% matriculation rate of its gradu-
ates into higher education, has created a significant impact in the graduation and participation rate of San 
Antonio students in higher education. 

There are many deterrents for San Antonio students when it comes to the study of music including but not 
limited to: Money, language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in Mariachi Corazón de 
San Antonio (MCSA), San Antonio students have an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environ-
ment that is otherwise unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area.  

In addition to its cultural relevance, this project has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens 
and tourists alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the City's cultural 
preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. The hope is for the City of San Antonio to “hop-
on” the  Main Plaza Conservancy’s proverbial “band-wagon” and continue to be forward thinking in de-
veloping and rejuvenating this wonderful place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its 
youth and educational programming. 
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CHILDREN'S PROGRAM 
MCSA is all about youth, education, and fulfilling its mission to preserve San Antonio Culture and Her-
itage through it’s great Mariachi tradition.   

This program and participation in the program is a must for all students, all ages and classes.  All area 
schools are invited to experience an evening in traditional music on the Plaza.  All area high schools and 
high school students are invited to participate via their mariachi groups or individuals as nominated by 
their music director for the MCSA program. 

All ages are able to enjoy this project.  This bigger than life music makes for a blend of enjoyment, 
whether you understand the language, or not, the vibrant costumes, the energy and strength of the music 
and musicians is breathtaking. 

Today’s children have become accustomed to all things electronic, whether it be an iPad, computer, or cell 
phone. Our youth are stimulated by what was traditionally an acoustic genre of folk music; by music that 
they experience live, through the oral, aural, and visual sensors. This event is an outdoor class in tradi-
tional Mariachi music. 

Folkloric dancers grace the Plaza with a bright array of costumes.  The high school Mariachis in their col-
orful, Trajes (mariachi uniforms) and Sombreros are an incredible sight and to many children, what they 
want to do when they get to high school. And that, in itself, is the reason for the MCSA Festival and 
Competition, to spark a musical fire into San Antonio Youth that leads them on a path into higher educa-
tion. 
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FOOD & BEVERAGE PROGRAM 
Main Plaza has operating kiosk vendors with an abundance of food and drink options for the public to 
include: 

Blue Star Ice House provides organic craft beer (various flavors), wine (red and white) and sangrias for 
adult guests, with assorted sandwiches and various drinks for the youth. 

El Oasis Cafe #2 provides the best hamburgers in the downtown area, funnel cakes, snow-cones and other 
event items. 

(4) Food trucks providing a large selection of delectable foods including brisket, tacos, seafood and ham-
burgers with assorted drinks to include water and sodas. 

*All foods are to be priced accordingly, similarly and with respect to the general public.  *All prices must 
be approved by Plaza management. 

All alcohol sales must be to legal, licensed persons with ID checks conducted for each sale.  Failure to do 
so will result in removal and/or no sales allowed during event.  All alcohol must be handled by a certified, 
approved person who has received TABC Certificate.  TABC Certificate must be on file in the manage-
ment office prior to the event.  There will be no exceptions to this.  All rules, regulations and plaza guide-
lines must be observed at all times.  Alcohol must only be sold in approved area. 

All food areas must be kept maintained, clean and free of debris.  All food must be in approved "green" 
containers and served quickly to handle the large crowd. 

All food areas must have trash and recycle containers, must be emptied each hour and must be lined with 
"green" trash bag. 

All food sales require city food and fire permit, as applies, per code.  All permits must be displayed at all 
times during event with a copy on file at the management office. 
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ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM   
Bailando Sin Frontera dance troupe performed in front of beautiful San Fernando Cathedral and front-
center of the VIP seating area throughout the day prior to the high school competition beginning. As well, 
many local Mariachis (school, community and professional), volunteered their time throughout the day, 
creating a synergy that fueled the excitement to the start of the competition.  

Main Plaza Conservancy's Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio performed at the end of the High School 
Mariachi group competition, while the judges tallied their scores. MCSA  members are held to a high 
standard and must maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA.  These students are the best of the best from  local high 
schools and are groomed to be Ambassadors for the City of San Antonio.  Through their participation/ten-
ure, they also work for and earn a scholarship from Main Plaza Conservancy.  Each year of participation 
builds upon the prior year with a bonus year paid if participation totals four (4) years, consecutively.  
Through the careful direction by Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz, these students are  groomed in every way, from mu-
sicianship, performance, and poise, to hygiene and attitude. With the utmost in sophistication and dedica-
tion, these students grow in every way possible to become great representatives of San Antonio, its culture 
and tradition. 

Throughout the day, various events take place, such as area middle school mariachi classes, local dance 
groups and individual performers.  The entire day is a showcase of local talent with a focus on Texas-
Mexican culture. 
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MERCHANDISE PROGRAM  
Main Plaza Conservancy offers many options of merchandise, providing exceptional memorabilia for all 
types of purchasers during the event.   

Special merchandise is event specific and includes:   
Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Posters: Full size poster of prior years events photos with sponsors 

listed across the bottom. 
T-Shirts: Fashioned after the poster, in various colors and all sizes. [Note: MCSA's tagline is used: 

Siempre Mariachi (Forever Mariachi).] 
Medal: Green ribbon pin with logo embossed into metal hanging embossed with heart, notes, male/fe-

male mariachis and name. 
Other Merchandise Opportunities: Other Main Plaza memorabilia to include other event t-shirts, 

posters, phone covers and book.  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COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM   
There are many deterrents for San Antonio students when it comes to the study of music including but not 
limited to: Money, language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in Mariachi Corazón de 
San Antonio (MCSA), San Antonio students have an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environ-
ment that is otherwise unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area. In addition to its cultural relevance, 
this project has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens and tourists alike into downtown San 
Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the City's cultural preservation and a boost to the City's 
growing economy. The hope is for the City of San Antonio to “hop-on” to  Main Plaza Conservancy’s 
proverbial “band-wagon” and continue to be forward thinking in developing and rejuvenating this won-
derful place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its youth and educational 
programming. Through MPC, MCSA's mission is to facilitate the smooth transition of MCSA students 
into higher education by strengthening their creativity and metacognitive skills through mariachi music 
education and performance so that they may achieve their fullest potential as scholars, role models, and 
successful, contributing members of the San Antonio Community. 
 The Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition 
provides the opportunity for a select group of students to continue past the one day festival and participate 
in an all-area mariachi, “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio (MCSA)” that are groomed to be ambassadors 
for the City of San Antonio. This high school showcase has been a recurring event on Main Plaza allow-
ing visitors and residents alike to experience traditional sounds and witness the performance of mariachi 
music at its best since 2012.  Main Plaza, home to San Fernando Cathedral, the oldest operating sanctuary 
in North America, is the ideal location for MCSA, ambassadors of the City of San Antonio to represent 
the culture of the people of San Antonio at one of only four colonial plazas left in the United States, and 
the only one with a cathedral. Most importantly, in-line with the ESSA of 2015, this annual event is free 
and open to the public, affording participation and experience of the event to all. 
 Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, 
food & beverages that celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi educa-
tion in a manner that is current with ESSA of 2015, national standards of education,  where all local high 
schools (both public and private) are invited to compete. And from which, MCSA continues to grow and 
support San Antonio students through high school and their journey into higher education.   
 MCSA Students receive a $1000.00 scholarship for each year of successful participation in 
MCSA and $5000.00 for those students who successfully complete all four years of high school as MCSA 
members. MCSA boasts a 100% matriculation rate of its students into institutions of higher education 
with our first 4-year graduates finishing their high school careers in May of 2016, one of which will be 
attending Stanford University! Quite obviously, MCSA has created a roadmap for success! 
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ADDITIONAL OUTREACH 
Education and training through the MCSA Annual Symposium for area school music directors, music 
teachers and officials of area high schools for continued education in the area of specialized Mariachi mu-
sic.  This class is offered and taught by  MCSA's Artistic Director, Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz. 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM   
Bexar County Sheriffs' Department is positioned onsite prior to, during and after the event. 
Special positions are assigned to accommodate VIP arrival to pre-party area as well as the plaza seat-

ing. 
All on-site and off-site Fire lanes are maintained open during event. 
Special onsite meetings are held with the Bexar County Sheriffs' Department Special Task Force re-

garding special plans and routes created to evacuate dignitaries, if necessary.  
San Antonio Police Department - Bike Patrol are positioned on-site prior to, during and after the event.  

Route is provided for even coverage on the plaza. 
San Antonio Police Department observes traffic control along Dolorosa/Market Streets for pedestrians 

crossing to and from the plaza area. 
San Antonio Police Department are assigned to food trucks arrival and departure/traffic control. 
Food trucks and street area are monitored for safety of pedestrians during food purchases, coming to 

and from the plaza area and use of crosswalks. 
EMS Emergency first-aid is placed strategically on-site during event. 
Hydration stations are set up for general public. 
Trip hazards are monitored and/or roped off to prohibit pedestrians/foot traffic from entering. 
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The Grand Pinnacle - Entry #1 
Additional Requirements 

Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
In closing this event, MPC featured a world-class video art projection, San Antonio|The Saga created by 
French artist, Xavier de Richemont on the facade of the historic San Fernando Cathedral.  This :24 minute 
art projection is a "must see" attraction in downtown San Antonio.  This specific part of the event draws 
in crowds from across the world, as the video installation tells the story of the History of San Antonio 
from the days of Indian hunting buffalo to today's neon city! 

The day of events maintains the highest in quality, for all ages, all audiences.  MPC & MCSA's target 
market is "absolutely everyone"! 

The day starts with Folkloric musicians and dancers and ends with the Award-Winning,  Mariachi 
Corazón de San Antonio! They become San Antonio sweet hearts and are groomed for success in higher 
education and to return to San Antonio to be pillars of the community and great patrons of the arts. 

The Southwest High School Mariachi took home the  $1,500 cash prize and title, "Best High School Lev-
el Mariachi in the San Antonio Area” and the Fox Tech High School Mariachi was awarded the “People’s 
Choice Award” as the City of San Antonio, thought that their performance won the day! 

And of course, the new members of Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio were recognized and took their 
place on the stage to play, the national anthem of Mariachis, El Son de La Negra! 

There is never a dull moment at Main Plaza, especially on the last Saturday in October, every year. The 
community comes together and celebrates YOUTH and San Antonio’s great MARIACHI tradition! 
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The Grand Pinnacle - Entry #1 
Additional Requirements 

Main Plaza Conservancy: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”  
    Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz 

QUESTIONS 

A:  WHAT DID YOU DO TO UPDATE/CHANGE THE EVENT FROM THE YEAR BEFORE?  
WERE YOUR UPDATES/CHANGES SUCCESSFUL? 

At the 2016 event, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio played a longer concert. The 2016 event was about 
showcasing our 4 full years of existence, our 5th annual event and, having the first two students, Nizhoni 
Begay, Stanford University, and Raul Palomar, San Antonio College, receive the first ever $5000.00 
scholarship awards for having participated successfully in the MCSA program, their entire high school 
career. 

Mariachi Corazón performed without help from their artistic director, a full-hour concert that was as pro-
fessional as they get. When you put together, quality instruction, talented youth, and great sponsorship, 
the sky is the limit. For us, the limit this year was the Ivy League and a continued, 100% matriculation 
rate of our students into higher education. 

The MCSA Festival and Competition has been and is, the launching pad for many of our youth into high-
er education: The one day festival that keeps on giving! A boomerang effect, if you will. We groom young 
people, through our Mariachi program for higher education, they will succeed and then return as con-
tributing, pillars of and philanthropists in our San Antonio Community: ¡Siempre Mariachi! 

Key component:  Education  
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B:  PLEASE PROVIDE MEASURABLE RESULTS/EXAMPLES FOR QUESTION A:   
International outreach has brought attendees from all over the world, to the MCSA Festival and Competi-
tion; including, but not limited to: Poland, New Zealand, Hawaii, Japan, and Germany. The list is grow-
ing, all to witness and experience mariachi at its best, the tradition, the culture, and celebration of our 
youth. 

It is now estimated Main Plaza receives over 250,000 guests per year (2016) and thousands arrive to at-
tend the acclaimed high school mariachi competition. 

A 100% matriculation of our MCSA All-Stars into institutions of higher learning is enough in itself. Stu-
dents that participate in the MCSA program SUCCEED! With over 21 graduates having earned over 
$41,000.00 in scholarships, the results are tangible. 

MPC's mission, to better inform, train, invest and assist in the education of our youth and community is 
the foundation for our future as a community. All students deserve support, regardless of socio-economic 
status or race. MPC’s goal is to afford our San Antonio Youth opportunities through our great Mariachi 
Tradition. 
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C:  WHAT MAKES THE EVENT STAND OUT AS AN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 
EVENT?   

The event highlights San Antonio Youth and its great Mariachi Tradition! Mariachi Music, recognized 
across the world, has become core curriculum across the U.S. and reaches as far as Japan and China! Al-
beit that there are many international Mariachi events around the world, none focus on Youth and Educa-
tion as does the MCSA Festival and Competition.  

As well, there are many “one-day”, “weekend” events all over the world, but none that keep giving as 
does our Mariachi Festival. The happenings of the day, designating the “Best High School Level Mariachi 
in the San Antonio Area” lasts all year long, giving the winning high school bragging rights, and some-
thing to work towards for the next year. And for those that become a part of the award-winning, Mariachi 
Corazón de San Antonio, their future is all but handed to them on a platter. Our students succeed! They 
get financial assistance, scholarships for the school of their choice, to study whatever they choose, and are 
groomed to be successful, pillars in this ever-changing, global economy.  

This is why the MCSA Festival and Competition STANDS-OUT: It keeps giving, long after the stage and 
the lights have come down. MCSA is an event, yes, a one time a year, event, but that event is just the be-
ginning! 

[International media has taken special interest in our project with great production, promotion and article 
coverage.  Additionally, Texas is 2nd home to many Mexican nationals and is a destination for visitors 
from around the world.] 
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D:  WHY SHOULD THE EVENT WIN THE IFEA/HAAS & WILKERSON GRAND PINNACLE 
AWARD?    

• MCSA is the festival, the event that keeps on giving. There are many “one-day”, “weekend” 
events all over the world, but none that keep giving as does our Mariachi Festival. The hap-
penings of the day, designating the “Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio 
Area” lasts all year long, giving the winning high school bragging rights, and something to 
work towards for the next year. And for those that become a part of the award-winning, 
Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio, their future is all but handed to them on a platter. 

•  Our students succeed! They get financial assistance, scholarships for the school of their 
choice, to study whatever they choose, and are groomed to be successful, pillars in this ever-
changing, global economy. 

• We have 21 graduates of the MCSA program with a 100% matriculation rate of our graduates 
into institutions of higher learning, and have awarded over $41,000.00 in scholarship awards. 

• MCSA offers San Antonio students an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environ-
ment that is otherwise unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area.  

• The MCSA project has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens and tourists 
alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the City's cultural 
preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. 

• MCSA facilitates the pedagogical development of San Antonio area mariachi students and 
educators by providing educational and professional development opportunities that are free 
of charge. 

• The competition is open to all San Antonio Area High School Mariachi ensembles and 
judged by professional musicians with experience in mariachi education to ensure integrity 
of scoring in regard to musicianship, technique, and style.  

•  A $1,500.00 cash award as well as the designation, Best High School Level Mariachi in the 
San Antonio Area, is given to the ensemble that wins first place.  

Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, food & 
beverages that celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi education in a 
manner that is current with ESSA of 2015, national standards of education,  where all local high schools 
(both public and private) are invited to compete. And from which, MCSA continues to grow and support 
San Antonio students through high school and their journey into higher education.  



Nizhoni Camille Begay
Stanford University, Class of 2020

Save the Date: October 29, 2016
5th Annual Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio
High School Mariachi and All-Star Competition and Festival



 

 

News Release 

Riverview Towers • 111 Soledad • Suite 825 • San Antonio • Texas 78205  
(210) 225-9800 • (210) 225-9805 Fax 

MAIN PLAZA CONSERVANCY  
presents 

5th Annual  “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festival,  
High School Group and All-Star Competition 

Saturday, October 29th, 2016 
 

San Antonio, TX—Main Plaza is pleased to announce the 5th Annual “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festi-
val, High School Group and All-Star Competition. The MCSA Festival was an amazing success last year and re-
ceived The Grand Pinnacle Award by IFEA! The MCSA All-Star Ensemble showcased for the 2nd year in a row 
at the Kansas Mariachi Festival, their performance was stellar!  Additionally, MCSA received a Pinnacle Award 
for the Best Educational Program for the 2nd year!   
 
For the past (4) years, MCSA has showcased local high schools in a competition for the title, “Best High 
School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area” and the cash prize of $1,500! This year will prove to be noth-
ing less than spectacular as the prior winners, Brackenridge, Southwest, Brackenridge and again Bracken-
ridge, will certainly be focused on the prize with competition at its best. Then add to the mix South San, 
Holmes, Southwest JV, Brackenridge JV, Thomas Jefferson, John Jay and Edison High Schools and look out! 
 
Over these four years, MCSA has celebrated 21 graduates all of which have received scholarships and ma-
triculated into a college or university. Thus, making 100% of MCSA’s graduating body focused on continuing  
education. It is our hope each student that has represented MCSA will one day return to San Antonio to be-
come Mentors to our youth. 
 
The event will run from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and is FREE AND OPEN to the public. Guests can take in Maria-
chi music while enjoying local food vendors. We will also have performances by “Mariachi Fiesta de San Anto-
nio” (Local professional Mariachi Group) and “Bailando Sin Fronteras” (Local Dance Troupe) throughout the 
event. At 9:00 p.m. guests are invited to stay and watch “San Antonio|The Saga”, an international award win-
ning and captivating visual art projection that displays on the magnificent façade of San Fernando Cathedral.  
 
Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio and its 
visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city”; bringing awareness of family and community 
combined with history and heritage. All events are free and open to the public. Free weekend parking is 
available for Main Plaza visitors at one of two Frost Bank street-level parking lots Friday nights 5p.m. to mid-
night and Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. to midnight.  
 

For information please visit www.mainplaza.org 
### 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 11, 2016 
 

Contact: Heather Jacobs 
Program and Events Coordinator 
Main Plaza Conservancy 
P: (210)616-1109  E: heather@mainplaza.org 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Contact:  Jane Pauley-Flores 

November 2, 2016        210.225.9800|jane@mainplaza.org 

Main Plaza Conservancy  

is pleased to announce the winners of 

its FIFTH ANNUAL 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio                                                                                            

Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  

San Antonio, TX - Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC) is pleased to continue its new tradition in the "heart of the 

city" at Main Plaza.  Mariachi now calls Main Plaza home with the tag line “¡Siempré Mariachi!". 

 

This celebration on Saturday, October 29, 2016 showcased a mariachi competition between area high schools 
competing for the cash prize of $1,500 and the designation Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio 

Area.  And the WINNER IS... 

SOUTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL 

This is a second time win for Southwest!!! 

 

Second Place 

BRACKENRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

 

For the first time, there was a People's Choice Award, and the winner is.... 

Fox Tech High School 

 

An added component to the festival was the opportunity for a select group of students to continue past this 

event and participate in the all-area mariachi ensemble, Main Plaza Conservancy’s Mariachi Corazón de San 

Antonio All-Stars.  These individuals will be groomed to be ambassadors for MPC, the City of San Antonio and 

Bexar County. 

 

 

mailto:210.225.9800%7Cevents@mainplaza.org
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The 2016 All-Star WINNERS that will join Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio are: 

 

VIOLIN: 

Zachary Vara - Brackenridge High School 

Ailyn Luna - Southwest High School 

Damais Bernal - Fox Tech High School 

 

 

ARMONIA (GUITAR, VIHUELA, GUITARRA DE GOLPE 

Jose Salazar - Southwest High School 

Roberto Noriega - Thomas Jefferson High School 

 

GUITARRON 

Gavin Gonzalez - John Jay High School 

Joseph Gonzalez - Southwest High School (Alternate) 

 

How better to establish awareness of family and community combined with history and heritage than by 

showcasing San Antonio's finest resources, its youth and great Mariachi tradition! 

 

Students were judged by a panel of five (5) professional musicians and/or educators with a vested interest in 

mariachi education ensuring integrity of scoring in regard to musicianship, technique and style. 

 

This evening featured special performances by Mariachi Fiesta de San Antonio, Mariachi Internacionál and 

folklórico dancing performed by  Bailando Sin Fronteras, all with the wonderful talent of Emcee Petey Galindo.   

Watch for more exciting things to come from Main Plaza Conservancy. 

MISSION:  Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio and its visitors 

with the cultural and historical “heart of the city”, bringing an awareness of family and community combined with history 

and heritage.   

For more information visit www.mainplaza.org. 

### 

 

http://www.mainplaza.org/


Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 
Mariachi Group Competition Results - 2016

Ranking Score 

1.____________________________________ _______________ 

2.____________________________________ _______________ 

3.____________________________________ _______________ 

4.____________________________________ _______________ 

5.____________________________________ _______________ 

6.____________________________________ _______________ 

7.____________________________________ _______________ 

8.____________________________________  _______________ 

9.____________________________________ _______________ 

10.____________________________________ _______________ 



Guitar 

1.________________________ 

Vihuela 

1.________________________ 

Guitarra de Golpe 

1.________________________ 

Arpa 

1.________________________ 

Guitarron 

1.________________________ 

2.________________________ 

Violins 

1.________________________ 

2.________________________ 

3.________________________ 

4.________________________ 

5.________________________ 

6.________________________ 

Trumpets 

1.________________________ 

2.________________________ 

3.________________________    (Alternate) 
   (Alternate) 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 
All-Star Results - 2016



SCRIPT 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival: HS Mariachi and All-Star Competition 

Saturday, October 29, 2016/4-8:50 p.m. 

Master of Ceremonies: Petey Galindo  

4:30 p.m.  MC: Intro. of Bailando Sin Fronteras 

Bailando Sin Fronteras or Dancing without Boundaries is a place for dancers 

to explore and express themselves through dance.  We offer dance classes for 
all ages in Hip Hop/ Jazz, Flamenco and Folklorico, covering the styles of 

dance from many regions in Mexico. Our dancers perform throughout San 

Antonio and surrounding areas to showcase their talents. Bailando Sin Fron-

teras Dance Company is under the direction of  Yolanda Garza and Victoria 
White.   

 
4:45 p.m.  MC: Intro. of himself and Event 

Welcome  to  the  Historic  Main  Plaza,  the  Heart  of  the  City,  for the 5th 

Annual Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio High School Group and All-Star 

Competition that features San Antonio’s finest, our youth and great Mariachi 
Tradition!  

Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501 C 3 charged with the preservation of this 

beautiful plaza, Main Plaza, one of only four colonial missions in the United 

States and the only one with its own cathedral, the beautiful San Fernando 
Cathedral. Main Plaza is the sponsor for not only this great event, but for the 

International Award-Winning, Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio, that will be 

presented, in concert at the conclusion of the competition!  



And now, it is my great pleasure to introduce Mr. William Scanlon, Mani 

Plaza Conservancy’s Chairman of the Board. 

(Bill Speaks and Introduces Councilman Roberto Trevino, Roberto Speaks 
and exits the stage) 

4:50 p.m.MC: Thank you gentlemen. Tonight is a very special evening because 

Main Plaza Conservancy has partnered with the Final Acts Project, and will 
be unveiling our Dia de Los Metros Altar created by local artist, David Zamo-

ra Casa. This combined with an evening of Mariachi Music makes for a fabu-

lous evening full of tradition and celebration of heritage! 

Ladies and gentlemen, speaking on behalf of the Final Acts Project, Deborah 

Kaercher. 

(Deborah speaks then steps back, but remains on stage) 

4:55 p.m. MC: It is my pleasure to introduce, the artist, David Zamora Casa. 

(David speaks about the DDLM altar then remains on stage with Deborah) 

5:00 p.m. MC: Now, the Lady who makes this all possible, please welcome, 

Jane Pauley-Flores, Main Plaza Conservancy’s Executive Director.  

Jane speaks and acknowledges speakers. Speakers leave stage. Jane Continues 

to talk about MCSA and announces the Grand Pinnacle Awards) 



... As the matter of fact, MCSA, as we affectionately call them, just returned 

from their 2nd trip to Topeka, Kansas, where they were showcased at Tope-

ka’s Annual Mariachi Festival. They are truly the Best-of-the-Best and are so 
happy that they are being acknowledged around the Country as Ambassadors 

for San Antonio. And, we know that with a 100% matriculation rate of our 

students into higher education, that MCSA WORKS!!! And if that wasn’t 

enough… MCSA is winner of three International Awards, including the Gold 
Pinnacle Award, that is just further acknowledgment that MCSA WORKS!!! 

Also, this event is participating in the APA National Community Planning 

Month in recognition of our designation as, One of the Top 10 Great Public 
Spaces in America! 

On top of being trained by one of the world’s leading mariachi educators, Dr. 

Rachel Yvonne Cruz, MCSA is being exposed to incredible educational oppor-

tunities and getting to tour some of America’s leading universities including 
Stanford University, Texas A&M University and the University of Texas at 

San Antonio, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio College System and the Texas 

Bible Institute! We are proud! And, did I mention that MCSA students earn 
$1000 in scholarship money every year that they are in MCSA? $5000 total if 

they participate every year of high school! Well, they do, and they can study 

whatever they choose. The MCSA program is a wonderful opportunity for San 
Antonio Youth! 

Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, partnered together with the Main Plaza Conservan-

cy to produce this beautiful festival of  Mariachi  and  is the  Artistic  Director 

 of  the  Award Winning “Mariachi  Corazón  de   San  Antonio!”   

Dr.  Cruz  received  the  degree,  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  prestigious 

 University  of  Notre Dame in Indiana and both the Master of Music and Doc-



tor of Musical Arts degrees from the University of Texas  at  Austin  (UT). 

 Holding a teaching certificate in Secondary Music, Dr.  Cruz began Austin’s 

first   middle school mariachi program, taught mariachi at the Vidal M. 
Trevino School of Communication and Arts, was professor at Texas A&M In-

ternational University where she directed the award winning Mariachi Inter-

nacional and while a professor at Our Lady of the Lake University here in San 

Antonio, Dr. Cruz was pivotal in the creation of the first Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Music with a specialization in Mariachi performance and pedagogy. A 

specialist in the History of the Music of the Texas-Mexican Border Region, 

most specifically mariachi, Dr. Cruz is completing her book: The Art of Mari-
achi, a Curriculum Guide for Secondary Music Teachers. She attains the acad-

emic credentials necessary to facilitate the smooth transition of the All-Star 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio members from high school to the Universi-

ty level and to make the MCSA program recognized as an International 
Leader in Cultural Education. 

5:10 p.m. Dr. R: Remarks 

The High School Group competition is self-explanatory in that it is a competi-

tion of High School Mariachis  that  will  determine  who  win’s  the  title 

“Best  High  School  Level  Mariachi  in  San  Antonio” and a $1500.00 prize.   

The  “All-Star”  Competition is a competition within a competition. Each par-

ticipating high school was  allowed  to  nominate  up  to  3  of  their  students 

 for  the  “All-Star”  Competition.  From this   group of nominees, the POW-

ERHOUSE, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio is born. This year nominees 
will be competing for those positions left open by the members of Mariachi 

Corazón that graduated from high school last May. Main Plaza Conversancy 



is very proud to announce that 100% of their graduates have matriculated 

into a college or university, thus proving their premise that those who partici-

pate in the fine and performing arts do better, all around, in academics. Mari-
achi Corazón de San Antonio is being groomed to serve as ambassadors for 

the city of San Antonio. What better way to show off San Antonio culture than 

through its youth and great mariachi tradition! 

5:15 p.m. MC Introduces Judges 

We left no stone unturned when it came to seeking out a set of judges with 
musical expertise, integrity, and love for mariachi music. So that the competi-

tion is fair, we chose 5 judges with diverse musical backgrounds to ensure that 

the educational integrity of our competition would surpass that of other like 

competitions, we have incorporated not only musicians with immense musical 
knowledge but musical academicians that will comment on technique and mu-

sicianship into digital recorders so that Mariachi directors will be able to take 

back to the classroom constructive critiques to be used as pedagogical tools.  

Our 5 judges for this evening are: 

Mr. Joshua Storemski, is a graduate of Our Lady of the Lake University, with 

a BA in Music, Trumpet Performance. Under the tutelage of Dr. John Carroll, 

Mr. Storemski is a founding member of “Synthesia” an interdisciplinary col-

laboration that combines original music to be played with original stop motion 
photography, edited into video format. Mr. Storemski is an accomplished ap-



plied music teacher having held positions with the San Antonio Your Center 

and Laurel Heights youth center where he was the center’s music facilitator. 

Mr. Storemski is currently trumpet specialist at the International Academy of 
Music and the Arts, and teaches piano, guitar, drums, and music theory as 

well. 

Nicque Martin Ontiveros, previously served as the Mariachi Specialist for the 
Northside Independent School District. She directed the mariachi ensembles 

at John Jay High School and Anson Jones Middle School for over six years. 

Ms. Ontiveros has a Bachelor’s degree in Music from the University of Texas 
at San Antonio as well as a Master’s degree from Our Lady of the Lake Uni-

versity. She began her professional career in 1998 and has since performed 

with many local groups including Mariachi Damas de Jalisco and Campanas 

de America. Ms. Ontiveros is currently a school counselor, but because of her 
extensive experience as a high school level mariachi director, Ms. Ontiveros is 

the perfect judge of Appropriateness of Repertoire and Performance Level 

and Technique.  

Mr. Frank Garcia, IV, is currently in his 3rd year as director of Mariachi at 

Mark Twain Middle School in SAISD. As co-director of Mariachi Fiesta de 
San Antonio, Mr. Garcia performs regularly around San Antonio. He began 

mariachi at age 13. He graduated from Oliver Wendell Holmes High School in 

NISD. Mr. Garcia performed and/or competed as a member of the Mariachi 

at Palo Alto College, Texas State University, and Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity before earning his BA of Music from Our Lady of the Lake University. 

He credits his educational models to Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz, Pete Moreno, and 



Juan Ortiz, all of whom have influenced him in a great many ways and gave 

him different perspectives on how he approaches music style and pedagogy. 

Cynthia Muñoz, President of Muñoz Public Relations and Producer of the in-

ternationally acclaimed Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza, now in its 22nd year. 

San Antonio native, Muñoz began her career nearly 30 years ago as an ac-

count executive for the national Hispanic-market advertising agency of Sosa, 
Bromley, Aguilar & Associates. At age 26, she founded Muñoz Public Rela-

tions, where for 16 years she headed Ford Motor Company’s Salute to Educa-

tion. In 1995, with the help of Ford and Lincoln-Mercury, Muñoz founded the 
Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza. Through her production of numerous mari-

achi festivals and concerts that have received national acclaim Muñoz has 

taken mariachi music and mariachi music education to an unprecedented lev-

el. Through her passion for Hispanic Cultural Arts, the City of San Antonio, 
and Mariachi Music, Muñoz is integral in generating public interest in this 

traditional Mexican genre of music and its study. 

 
Dr. Josephine Mendez-Negrete, is Professor of Mexican American studies at 

the University of Texas at San Antonio, she received her PhD at the University 

of California, Santa Cruz. She is a published author, her books Las Hijas de 
Juan: Daughters Betrayed as a revised edition in 2006, and A Life on Hold: La 

Historia de Tito, a testimonio of schizophrenia in the context of lived experi-

ence,   that documents her eldest son’s and her family's struggles with the ill-

ness, published this year. She has also been published in Frontiers: Journal of 
Women Studies and Journal of Latinos and Education. In addition to serving 

as Lead Editor for Chicana/Latina Studies: The Journal of Mujeres Activas en 



Letras y Cambio Social. Méndez-Negrete continues to explore Afromexi-

canidad through a play about Maria del Carmen Peregrino Alvarez, Toña La 

Negra, which she developed as a two- or one-woman show. As a community 
activist, Méndez-Negrete has a history of activism in organizations that pro-

mote the welfare of women and children.  

5:20 p.m. MC: Rules and Guidelines 

Now, the rules of participation have been established to maintain equitability 

and to encourage academic excellence. It was the responsibility of each direc-

tor to make certain that the students competing here today complied with 
University Interscholastic League rules of eligibility: They must all be in good 

academic standing and attend the school with which they are competing. 

They will have a 15 minute time limit on and off the stage in order to show-off 

their stuff! The 15 minute slot can be filled in any way that the group chooses; 
however, should they go over, there will be a deduction in scoring for going 

over-time. 

Remember,  this  isn’t  just  a  group  competition,  but  an  All-Star competi-
tion. The students who have been nominated by their directors to compete for 

the All-Star Group  “Mariachi  Corazón  de  San  Antonio,”  a   group that 

will be groomed to be ambassadors for the city of San Antonio, will be wear-
ing sashes to indicate their nominee status. Pay particular attention as these 

students showcase, and you, the audience decide who you believe should be 

San Antonio All-Stars! 

Should the judges notice an outstanding student that was not nominated for 
the All-Star group, it is left to the judge’s discretion to go ahead and make an 



executive motion to invite a non-nominee into Mariachi Corazón de San An-

tonio. 

All Nominees for the Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio must: 

*Play an instrument. Judging will be based on instrumental virtuosity as well 

as vocal proficiency.  

 
5:30 p.m. MC: Introduces 1st Group of Unaccompanied “All-Stars” 

From Thomas Jefferson H.S: Noah Estrada/Vihuela; Roberto Noriega/Guitar 

and Voice; Victoria Ruiz/Violin and Voice 

Song#1 El Son de La Negra 

Song#2 Las Mañanitas 

Song #3 Besame Mucho 

Song #4 Cascabel  

5:45 p.m. MC: Introduces 2nd Group of Unaccompanied “All-Stars” 

From John Jay H.S.: Gavin Gonzalez/Guitarrón and Guitar; Angelica Gonza-

lez/Guitar and Voice; and from Somerset H.S.: Cynthia Torres/Violin 

Song#1 El Son de La Negra 

Song#2 El Relampago 



Song #3 Tu Solo Tu 

Song #4 Cascabel 

6:00 p.m. MC: Introduces 1st Mariachi Group: Southwest HS’S “Melodias 

de Mexico” Jr. VarsityMariachi.  

Nothing I like better than for the Junior Varsity Ensembles to come out and 
compete with the big boys and girls! I love the story of the little guys winning 

the whole “shebang”!!!  

Under the direction of Mr. Eddie Perales. Mariachi Melodias de Mexico, 
Southwest HS’s Junior Varsity Mariachi!!! 

6:15 p.m.  MC: Judges Break/Bailando Sin Fronteras  

At this time, we will be giving our judges a brief, 30 minute break. But our en-

tertainment will continue with Bailando Sin Fronteras, under the direction of 

Victoria White. Bailando Sin Fronteras offers classes at The International 
Academy of Music and the Arts/IAMA Coffee House. Please inquire about 

opportunities with this great troupe of dancers through Ms. Victoria White! 

Ms. White, raise your hand, so that everyone knows who you are!!! 

Bailando Sin Fronteras! 

6:30 p.m.  MC: Introduces 2nd Mariachi Group: Fox Tech HS’s ‘Mariachi 

Bonito Tech-alitlan” Varsity Mariachi. 



Back by popular demand, Fox Tech HS Varsity Mariachi is in it to Win IT!!! 

We’re so happy to have Mariachi “Bonito Tech-alitlan” back in the MCSA 

Competition! Let’s raise our voices and cheer them on!!! 

Under the direction of Mr. David Zamarripa, from Fox Tech HS, Mariachi 

“Bonito Tech-alitlan”!!!  

6:45 p.m.  MC: Introduces 3rd Mariachi Group Southwest HS’s “Mariachi 
Los Dragones” Varsity Mariachi.  

Please, another round of applause from Mariachi “Bonito Tech-alitlan” from 
Fox Tech HS. What a treat to have Fox Tech here on the historic Main Plaza 

competing in the wonderful competition of San Antonio Area HS Mariachi’s 

that has become a tradition, with this being it’s 5th year running! 

Where else but in San Antonio, the US Capitol of Mariachi Music can we get 
entertainment like this at no charge!!!  That’s  right,  ...  because  of  the Main 

 Plaza  Conservancy’s  Mission  to  preserve  Culture  and   Heritage in San 

Antonio, tonight’s event is free of charge! 

Without further ado, a previous winner of the MCSA Competition and winner 

of the coveted title of “Best High School Level Mariachi in San Antonio”, from 

Southwest HS, under the direction of Mr. Eddie Perales, Mariachi Los Drag-
ones, Varsity Ensemble!!!  



7:00 p.m.  MC: Introduces 4th Mariachi Group Brackenridge HS’s “Mari-

achi Aguilas” Varsity Mariachi.  

What an incredibly challenging choice of repertoire! Please, another round of 

applause for Mariachi Los Dragones from Southwest High School. 

Our final group of the evening, from Brackenridge HS, under the direction of 

Mr. John Nieto and our reigning champions have a long tradition as ambas-
sadors for Brackenridge HS. They take pride in performing for their school 

and their city and have performed in venues ranging from Austin for the State 

Board of Education  to  having  accompanied opera singers in concert in New 
Braunsfels, 3 TIME WINNERS of the MCSA Group Competition and Reign-

ing Champions, from Breckenridge HS, Mariachi Aguila, Varsity Ensemble!!!  

7:30 p.m.  MC: Introduces Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 

I sure am glad that I am not a judge! What an amazing display of talent! Let’s 

give our judges apollo, aplauso, as they leave the judges stand to go do the 

very difficult job they have ahead of them!  

Without further ado, the reason for the season, the reason we have this com-

petition, ambassadors of the Main Plaza Conservancy and the City of San An-

tonio, under the direction of Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, the Award Winning, 
MARIACHI CORAZÓN DE SAN ANTONIO!  

JPF and Dr. R: Introduction of Graduates and Scholarship Recipients 

Nizhoni Camille Begay, Stanford University  



Elizabeth Buentello, Texas Bible Institute 

Christian Medellin, Texas A&M University 

Luis Rivas, The University of Texas at San Antonio 
Raul Giovanni Palomar, San Antonio Community College 

Stephanie Molina, St. Mary’s University 

    
8:30 JPF and Dr. R: Winners Announced and New Member of MCSA taken 
aside for a quick briefing about MCSA! 

9:00 SAGA!



 

 

News Release 

111 Soledad • Suite 825 • San Antonio • Texas 78205  
(210) 225-9800 • (210) 225-9805 Fax 

MAIN PLAZA CONSERVANCY  
presents 

5th Annual  “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition 
In conjunction with the 9th Annual Corazón de Memoria 

Dia De Los Muertos Altar Installation “State of Soul, Celebrating Dead with the Living” 
Saturday, October 29th, 2016 on Main Plaza 

 

San Antonio, TX—Main Plaza is pleased to announce the 5th Annual “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festi-
val, High School Group and All-Star Competition (MCSA) in conjunction with the 9th Annual Corazón de 
Memoria. The MCSA Festival was an amazing success last year and received The Grand Pinnacle Award by 
IFEA! The MCSA All-Star Ensemble showcased for the 2nd year in a row at the Kansas Mariachi Festival, their 
performance was stellar!  Additionally, MCSA received a Pinnacle Award for the Best Educational Program for 
the 2nd year!  
 

For the past (4) years, MCSA has showcased local high schools in a competition for the title, “Best High 
School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area” and the cash prize of $1,500! This year will prove to be noth-
ing less than spectacular as the prior winners, Brackenridge, Southwest, Brackenridge and again Bracken-
ridge, will certainly be focused on the prize with competition at its best. Then add to the mix South San, 
Holmes, Southwest JV, Brackenridge JV, Thomas Jefferson, John Jay and Edison High Schools and look out! 
 

This year will prove to be even more exceptional  with the involvement of the 9th Annual Corazón de Memo-
ria. During this year’s MCSA Festival we will be showcasing a 15ft Dia de los Muertos Altar by David Zamora 
Casas, a local artist, deeply influenced by la cultura. The public is invited to interact with the altar by placing 
photos or memorabilia of their dearly departed as remembrance.  
 
Additionally, the Final Acts Project, a theatre, creative arts and humanities based public health initiative, will 
collaborate with artist/filmmaker Laura Varela, artist David Zamora Casas and Main Plaza Conservancy in 
events that address legacy, planning, life and death. The programming includes community art workshops at 
the Bhil Haus Arts and the Haven for Hope.   Guest speakers will better inform the public about this incredible 
collaboration. 
 

The event will run from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and is FREE AND OPEN to the public. Guests can take in Mari-
achi music while enjoying local food vendors. From 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. we will have performances by lo-
cal professional Mariachi Groups and “Bailando Sin Fronteras” (Local Dance Troupe). Starting at 5:00 p.m. the 
High School Competition will kick off. At 9:00 p.m. guests are invited to stay and watch “San Antonio|The 
Saga”, an international award winning and captivating visual art projection that displays on the magnificent 
façade of San Fernando Cathedral, all on Main Plaza, 115 N Main Avenue, 78205.  

Cont’d. on page 2. 
 

October 24th, 2016 
 

Contact: Heather Jacobs 
P: (210)616-1109  E: heather@mainplaza.org 



 

 

 

111 Soledad • Suite 825 • San Antonio • Texas 78205  
(210) 225-9800 • (210) 225-9805 Fax 

 

Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio and its 
visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city”; bringing awareness of family and community 
combined with history and heritage.  
 
All events are free and open to the public. Free weekend parking is available for Main Plaza visitors at one of 
two Frost Bank street-level parking lots Friday nights 5p.m. to midnight and Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. to mid-
night.  
 

For information please visit www.mainplaza.org 
 

### 



 

 

 

 

 

For Immediate Release:  October 25, 2016 

Contact: Heather Jacobs 210-225-9800 

 

 
 
October Is National Community Planning Month 

Celebrate How Planning Benefits Main Plaza  
 

San Antonio, TX:  Planning plays a vital role in the day-to-day happenings of citizens in 

every community. How do they get to work or school? Where do they live? Where do 

they shop?  

 October has been designated as National Community Planning Month by the 

American Planning Association (APA) as a way to highlight the role of planners and 

planning in each community. This year’s theme is “Civic Engagement,” acknowledges 

that thoughtful local planning cannot happen without meaningful community 

engagement.  

The month-long celebration is an opportunity to recognize how planning shapes 

San Antonio and the work of planners and the planning profession in creating 

communities of lasting value.  

Residents of  San Antonio are invited to celebrate National Community Planning 

Month by attending the Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School 

Group and All-Star Competition on Main Plaza, Saturday, October 29, 2016.  

Mariachi ensembles and dance troupe to perform all afternoon from 12pm to 5pm 

then the evening Kick-off begins at 5pm.  San Antonio area high schools are invited 

to compete for the title, "Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area" 

and the cash prize of $1,500.00.  The competition within the competition for All-

Stars to become a member in MPC's ensemble, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio.   

Free and open to the public.  115 N. Main Avenue, 78205.  Events are being held 

across the country. To find additional events, visit http://www.planning.org/ncpm.  

http://www.planning.org/ncpm


Planning is the process of envisioning, mapping or otherwise conceiving how a 

community will look, grow, and define itself—its characteristics, attributes, and identity. 

As our communities continue to change and grow, planners play an important role in 

ensuring that new developments are designed and built in harmony with existing 

surroundings. Planners must carefully balance the needs and desires of residents against 

the challenges presented by growth and change not just in the physical realm, but also 

economically and socially.  

Planning also strives to give residents choices. From the type of home an 

individual lives in, such as a condominium, apartment, town home or single family, to 

how an individual gets around, whether taking mass transit, walking, bicycling or driving, 

planning helps ensure communities address the needs of everyone.  

To learn more about National Community Planning Month, visit 

www.planning.org/ncpm.   

The American Planning Association represents more than 38,000 members 

including professional planners, academics, business leaders, students and engaged 

citizens. APA advocates for good planning practices to keep communities safe, healthy, 

and prosperous.  

# # # 

 

http://www.planning.org/ncpm
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  Jane Pauley-Flores 

September 13, 2016 210.225.9800|jane@mainplaza.org 

Main Plaza Conservancy 

announces 

“Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” 

 to perform by invitation at the 2nd Annual Kansas Mariachi Festival 

in Topeka, Kansas, September 15-17, 2016 

San Antonio, TX - Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC) is proud to announce the showcase performance of Mariachi 

Corazón de San Antonio at the Kansas Mariachi Festival, on Friday, September 16, 2016 at 7:00pm. 

 

As Ambassadors for the City of San Antonio and Main Plaza, this exceptionally talented ensemble of the "best 

of the best" representing many area high schools has been sought out by Visit Topeka Inc. for its high attention 

in regard to mariachi musicianship, technique, and style.  It's through education of these qualities that MCSA 

stands out above others. 

 

The three day festival, celebrating Mexico's Independence Day, will feature local and national Mariachi bands, 

art display and a street party.  "September 16 was a historical day for Mexico, and we want to celebrate 

Topeka's Mexican heritage through this event," said Rosa Cavazos, tourism development manager at Visit 

Topeka Inc. 

 

Main Plaza Conservancy Executive Director, Jane Pauley-Flores, "Mariachi music is passionate and delightful, 

showcasing 'tradition and culture'.  Embraced through education, it continues to draw attention and 

admiration; It is MCSA's distinct honor to be a part of this wonderful event!" 

 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio All-Star ensemble studies under the direction of Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, who 

with an award-winning history in mariachi as well as academe, being a founder in the creation of the first 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Music with a Specialization in Mariachi performance and pedagogy, teams with 

mailto:210.225.9800%7Cevents@mainplaza.org


  News Release 
Communications and Events 
111 Soledad, Suite 825 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
 

 

 

Main Plaza Conservancy to facilitate a smooth transition for these individuals into colleges and universities as 

well as receiving an earned scholarship from MPC.  "MCSA students are hard-working and intrinsically 

motivated.  100% of our students have matriculated into higher education.  If through music MCSA members 

are successful in academe and life, then I have done my job.  The MCSA is about facilitating student success", 

said Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz. 

 

Main Plaza Conservancy, the custodian of its founded Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio celebrates its 

upcoming 5th year of the Annual Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio Festival, High School Group and All-Star 

Competition on Saturday, October 29, 2016.  At this event you can experience local high schools competing 

for the title, Best Mariachi Level High School in the San Antonio Area.  Additionally, the Lifetime Achievement 

Award is presented with a performance by Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. 

 

MISSION:  Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio 

and its visitors with the cultural and historical, Heart of the City™; bringing an awareness of family and 

community combined with history and heritage.   

For more information visit www.mainplaza.org or www.visittopeka.com 

### 

http://www.mainplaza.org/
www.visittopeka.com


Score Tallier Initials: __________   __________     __________ 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival and Competition 

Judges Evaluation Form - 2016
Performance #: _______________________________ 

School Name: _______________________________ 

Name of Musical Selections: ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Areas of Evaluation Possible Points Points Awarded 

Appearance and Stage Presence 20 _________ 
-approach, posture, eye contact,
poise, departure, grooming, traje

Interpretation and Presentation  25 _________ 
-mood, intensity, style, tempo,
phrasing, dynamics

Technique and Musicianship 40 _________ 
-memory, projection, diction, embouchure
tone quality and timbre
(beauty, clarity, color, strength, control),
rhythmic accuracy and clarity, breath control,
intonation, meter, melody, fingering and hand
positions, accents, precision, accuracy

Ensemble 15 _________ 
-degree of difficulty, balance, integrity of
lead and accompaniment, appropriateness
of selection

- 
Total Performance Time (On and Off Stage) ________ _________ 
-Time Allowance 15 minutes on and off the stage
-Over Time Limit Deduction -5pts

Total Points (100 pt. max) _______________ 

Comments: 

Judges Signature: _________________________________________ 
Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival and Competition 



Score Tallier Initials: __________   __________     __________ 

Judges All-Star Nominee Evaluation Form 

Name All-Star Nominee: ______________________________ 

Grade Level: __________________ 

School Name: _______________________________ 

Name of Musical Selection: __________________________________________ 

Instrument: ______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Areas of Evaluation Possible Points Points Awarded 

Appearance and Stage Presence 25 _________ 
-approach, posture, eye contact,
poise, departure, grooming, traje

Technique and Musicianship 25 _________ 
-memory, projection, diction, embouchure
tone quality and timbre
(beauty, clarity, color, strength, control),
rhythmic accuracy and clarity, breath control,
intonation, meter, melody, fingering and hand
positions, accents, precision, accuracy

Total Points (50 pt. max) _______________ 

Comments: 

Judges Signature: _________________________________________ 







The Grand Pinnacle Award 2017
Entry #1
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Design by Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz
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111 Soledad, Suite 825
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