
Best New Event 



Introduction and Background 

 

Friends of the Festival has secured a Chattanooga visit for The Moving Wall which is 

the only portable replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC.  The 

Wall has been touring the country for thirty-two years and represents a Vietnam Vet-

eran’s tribute to his fallen comrades. 

The Wall is a half-size replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  It is 252.83 feet 

long and is the only replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  It shares the com-

plete listing of the 58,307 names of Americans killed in the Vietnam War; those killed 

came from all across our country.  This is a special visit by The Wall since 2016 is the 

50th Anniversary of the Commemoration of the Vietnam War.   The Moving Wall  

gave Tennessee Valley residents and visitors a chance to experience the power of the 

exhibit even if they never have the opportunity to make the trip to our nation’s capi-

tal to see the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

The moving wall will be on exhibit at Ross's Landing July 29-31 at no cost to the pub-

lic.  The Wall will be open to the public 24 hours a day; however, the official hours 

will be 10AM to 8PM daily.  The public is invited to attend an opening ceremony that 

will take place at 11AM Friday, July 29th at Ross’s Landing. 

 



Description/Purpose/Objective of New Event  

 

The Moving Wall is 1/2 scale replica the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washing-

ton, DC and the only replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.   The Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial is 493.5 feet.  The Moving Wall is 252.83 feet broken into two 

sections of 126 1/2 feet each. 

The Moving wall was scheduled for a visit during Riverfront Nights, Chattanooga’s 

free summer concert series along the city’s 21st Century Waterfront.  The idea 

was to offer the experience of seeing the memorial for those folks who would 

never have the opportunity to make a trip to Washington, D.C. to see the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial and enabled many to bring closure after the loss of a family 

member or close friend in the Vietnam War.  

The Moving Wall contains the listing of the 58,307 names from all across the 

country.    Many folks have friends who were killed who resided in states other 

than Tennessee.   

2016 was the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Commemoration of the Vietnam War.  

The official date to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War was 

March 29, 2016.  

The Moving Wall was available to the public at no cost and located at Ross’s Land-

ing (Riverfront Parkway) 



Target Audience and attendance/ number of participants 

 

The Moving Wall is a moving experience for all ages.  We wanted all generations 

to experience the history and the power of the The Moving Wall.   

 

The target audience was anyone within the Tennessee Valley Market which in-

cludes parts of not only Chattanooga, TN but Northwest Georgia, Northeast Ala-

bama and a corner including Murphy, NC.   

 

The Moving Wall had a record number of people attending with 30,000 visitors 

making their way to the riverfront in downtown Chattanooga for the weekend the 

Wall was displayed at Ross’s Landing. 

Duration of the program start to finish 

The Moving Wall arrived on July 27th and set up began Thursday, July 28th.   The 

Wall was open to the public following the opening ceremony on Friday and re-

mained open until Sunday, July 31st.   

 

Description of sponsor/charity/ volunteer/school involvement with the event 

and benefits to each 

(not applicable) 



What makes the event unique & creative 

 

The Moving Wall had not made its way to the Tennessee Valley previously.  The 

wall is by definition unique because it is the only replica of the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial.  All other walls are a replica of the moving wall.  The creative edge 

came in as the visit was planned to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Vi-

etnam War.  The event gave many folks in the Tennessee Valley the opportunity to 

experience the power of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial without leaving their 

hometown.  Many people would never have the opportunity to travel to Washing-

ton D.C. to see the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, this visit gave them that oppor-

tunity.  

 

Overall effectiveness/ success of the event 

The Moving Wall production team was floored that a city the size of  Chattanooga, 

TN  had produced a 32 year record-breaking response in attendance with 30,000 

visitors in the short weekend stay.  Nearby businesses were pleased with the 

traffic that remained steady along Chattanooga’s waterfront while the Moving 

Wall remained there.  



Supporting question:  What challenges/obstacles did you foresee/ encounter in 

creating the program and how did you handle them? 

 

The most challenging element was the construction of the frames that supported the 140 Mov-

ing Wall panels, which contained the 58,307 names of those killed in Vietnam.  The structure 

was 253 feet in length which is slightly over one-half The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Wash-

ington, DC.  To overcome this challenge, we requested the assistance from local County gov-

ernment. 

 

 

 


