
BEST NEW EVENT  



OVERVIEW INFORMATION 
Introduction and background of main event  

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival is a special, sto-

ried 10-day celebration in one of the liveliest cities in the south. Macon is 

keyed in the record books of soul and southern rock by the likes of Otis 

Redding, Little Richard, and the Allman Brothers Band. For a festival 

founded upon “love, beauty, and international friendship,” our hearts 

sing most, every March, when we revel in the blooming of 350,000 

Yoshino Cherry trees. People from all around the world visit the town re-

ferred to by the Congressional Records as the Cherry Blossom Capital of 

the World. The 2017 festival dates were March 24th-April 2nd, where ea-

ger attendees could visit various new exciting events as well as the com-

fort of their legendary festival favorites. This year, we reached our mo-

mentous 35th year as the Pinkest Party on Earth! 

Description and purpose/objective of New Event  

Antonio Lewis-Ross, President of SMART, Inc., described the purpose of 

the Gospel Extravaganza as a way “to bring together local talents, a 

homecoming for the Georgia Mass Choir, and above all bring assets, he-

roes, and community together as we participate with Macon, Georgia’s 

International Cherry Blossom Festival. The evening brought to the atten-

tion the bravery and tenacity of the young lady, Brooklyn Rouse. Her 

strength is an inspiration to us all,” he said. Music has always been a 

method of healing, but on this evening, it echoed a message of hope 

and strength. Perhaps one of SMART, Inc.’s most influential, moving im-

pacts happened on first night of the 2017 Cherry Blossom Festival. 

SMART, Inc. graciously hosted the Gospel Extravaganza on March 24th. 

The famed Georgia Mass Choir, the Dazzling Divas Inspirational Dancers, 

Aris and Artis, Leah Duval, and Future Generation all delivered stellar 

performances. While the music, dancing, and unity of the audience was 

exceptional, the most important showcase of the evening was, without 

a doubt, honoring Brooklyn Rouse. On December 27th, 2016, Brooklyn 

was shot in the head while delivering pizzas. It was a shift that she had 

voluntarily taken, as a selfless way to help support her family. At 21 years 

old, Brooklyn’s family lived just three miles away from where she was 

shot. Three months later, Brooklyn attended SMART, Inc.’s Gospel Extrav-

aganza, and was honored for her resilient bravery. SMART, Inc. awarded 

her with the Brooklyn Rouse Award for her incomparable courage and 

valiant heart. We still get emotional to this day, and, as imaginable, 
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(cont.) there was not a dry eye in the house on that sincere, touching 

evening. Tears of joy, admiration of strength, and the feeling of a commit-

ment to better the community engulfed our emotions and we are still in-

spired by to this day.  The luminosity that still shines was sparked by SMART, 

Inc. and Brooklyn that night. She so graciously symbolized that tragedy can 

turn into a testimony. These days, it is easy to turn on the TV and be filled 

with fear of the world around you. Let Brooklyn Rouse be an example for us 

all. Her road to recovery has not been easy, but that night, it was evident 

that violence and hate will not be tolerated, and that heroes truly live 

among us.  May Brooklyn and SMART, Inc. be a model to the world: Love of 

your community and your neighbor will always outshine anything that tries 

to diminish it.  

Target audience and attendance/number of participants  

The event was promoted on both Cherry Blossom’s and SMART’s social me-

dia pages and was featured on our award winning website. We aimed to 

target a diverse crowd, and were very pleased with the diversity of the ap-

proximately 400 people in attendance. 

Overall revenue/expense budget of event  

For the Gospel Extravaganza, the budget was $10,000. Tickets were $10 in 

advance and $15 at the door; children under 5 were free. The revenue was 

$9,487.00 and the expenses were $8,343. The total profit was $1,144.00. 

Duration of the program  

The moving, uplifting event lasted for two hours.  

Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement 

with event and benefits to each (if applicable)  

SMART, Inc. is a 501C3, so they depended heavily on sponsorships, which 

were sold in increments of $500, $250, and donations. This organization 

works to broaden the knowledge of the entire South Macon community as 

they seek to revitalize this area by bringing the arts, industry, technology, 

jobs, entrepreneurship, and a renewed sense of pride and admiration to 

the area.  

What makes the event unique and creative?  

The event was profound in its ability to harmonize music and community.  

By including the Georgia Mass Choir, which actually originated in Macon in 

1983 under the direction of Rev. Milton Biggham, other local performers, 

and local hero Brooklyn Rouse, attendees were moved beyond measure.  

 



Overall effectiveness/success of event  

The event was wonderfully effective and successful. When we look 

back, this was the most moving and influential event throughout the 

festival. With remarkable attendance and the honoring of a local he-

ro, we were so thankful for SMART, Inc. efforts for a flawless event.  

There was a phenomenal inclusion of diversity, inspiration, powerful 

music and dancing. The 2017 Gospel Extravaganza was, without a 

doubt, a festival goers favorite.  



SUPPORTING QUESTION  
What challenges/obstacles did you foresee/encounter in creating 

the program/activity/idea, and how did you handle them?  

Since SMART, INC. and President Antonio Lewis-Ross produced the 

event, he had a few concerns in mind. “Raising enough money to 

cover the event was a challenge, but we handled it by contacting 

sponsors to offer support. We also looked at ticket sales to assist 

with finances,” he said. Lewis-Ross also mentioned that the logistics 

of orchestrating several acts, creating a program that featured lo-

cal talent, honoring local hero, and flowing smoothly in order to 

keep the attention of the audience throughout the performance 

proved to be a challenge. He also stressed the importance that 

the organization placed on the performers to have all necessary 

equipment set up prior to the event, and to begin and end on 

time. The Gospel Extravaganza was an exuberant example of the 

passion that surrounds our community and our genuine support for 

one another.  



SUPPORTING MATERIALS  

SMART, Inc. President and Cherry Blossom Board Member Antonio 

Lewis-Ross presented local hero Brooklyn Rouse with the “Brooklyn 

Rouse Award” for her strength.  

 

We continue to be inspired by Brooklyn Rouses strength, tenacity, 

and heart.  



Brooklyn smiled and danced with her loved ones, but from that 

night on, we’ve forever been family.  

Brooklyn Rouse is pictured above with her friends and family after 

she received the “Brooklyn Rouse Award.” SMART, Inc. produced 

the event and organization President and Cherry Blossom Board 

member Antonio Lewis-Ross is featured on the right.  


