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A. Introduction and Background of Main Event 
 
Wildflower! Arts and Music Festival began in 1993 under the Direction of Dave Loughridge, Director of 
Parks and Recreation for the City of Richardson, Texas. . What began as a small springtime community 
event to celebrate the wildflowers planted throughout the city quickly “blossomed” after only the second year 
when national headlining entertainers were added.   
 
Growing crowds and subsequent logistical challenges led the event to move from Breckinridge Park in 
northeast Richardson to the Greenway Corporate Office Park. It was here that Wildflower! was able to 
expand and grew to cover over 30 acres featuring multiple stages, arts, music, exhibits and family activities. 
 
In 1998, the Wildflower! Night’s program was added bringing an additional weekend of concert-style 
entertainment to the event. Wildflower! Nights featured evening concerts in an amphitheater setting and 
the program quickly gained popularity as bigger and better artists were added to the lineup each year. 
 
In 2002, Wildflower! again relocated to accommodate the growing needs of the event to the Galatyn Park 
Urban Center, a convenient commercial and residential location that features the Renaissance Hotel, 
corporate offices Bank of America and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas, AMLI Galatyn Station Apartments, 
the Eisemann Center for Performing Arts, a festival plaza, and a DART light rail station. 
 
Today the festival routinely draws 65,000 fans annually and now boasts six performance stages, four 
outdoor and two inside the Eisemann Center, where more than 80 musical acts are showcased. The 2017 
Silver Anniversary represents how Wildflower! has grown to become one of the most recognized and 
anticipated musical events in North Texas. The festival celebrated years of success by continuing it’s 
sterling reputation and hosting a series of must-see events for everyone. 
 



b. Description and purpose/objective of Event within Festival 
 
Al Johnson, former Parks and Recreation Director, found the Singer Songwriter Stage and activities in 1996 
as part of the City of Richardson’s Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival.  Through his efforts, this program has 
become a nationally acclaimed Singer Songwriter event featuring a songwriting contest created in 1998, a  
people’s choice award created in 2003,  a songwriting workshop created in 2008 and an additional stage for 
a line up of professional touring Singer Songwriters. Al passed away in December 2016 but the Singer 
Songwriter events continued in 2017 despite his absence and guidance and included several celebrations of 
his legacy. 
 
The purpose of the Singer Songwriter activities is to showcase the best Singer Songwriters from across the 
country and to expose music lovers in the Texas/Oklahoma region to original acoustic music. In 2017, the 
three days of Singer Songwriter activities thrived despite Al’s passing. These activities took place at different 
venues and on two stages at the Festival.  
  
The Wildflower! Songwriting Workshop kicked off the Festival activities on Friday, May 19 and was 
conducted by Joe Crookston, a singer songwriter, master storyteller and experienced facilitator. This seven 
hour workshop was attended by 20 music enthusiasts and is kept to a small number of attendees to ensure 
that the instructor can provide feedback to each artist.  By all accounts, Joe’s workshop was one of the best 
in the history of the workshop as he went above and beyond to collaborate with each student. 
  
On Saturday, May 20, the Singer Songwriter activities continued with the Performing Songwriter Contest in 
the City of Richardson’s Eisemann Center for Performing Arts.  The objective of the award-winning 
Performing Songwriter contest is to encourage the growth of the art of independent performing singer 
songwriters. The genres included Acoustic, Americana, Bluegrass, Blues, Celtic, Country and Folk. Ten 
finalist, who performed their two songs for the judges and the audience, were selected from 232 entries 
submitted from around the United States.  The judges selected the top three performers based on their 
songs and their performance.  The audience selected the “Michael Terry People’s Choice Award” winner 
named after a local venue operator who had volunteered at the Singer Songwriter Stage for years before 
his passing. 
 
Following the contest finals, the music of the Singer Songwriter Stage line up continued and included past 
contest winners, Texas legends and professional touring performers. On Sunday, the contest winners came 
back to the stage to perform a spotlight set in the round, sharing their best music as well as their winning 
songs.  Three-time Grammy nominated singer Ruthie Foster made it a soulful Sunday at her performance 
that closed out the Singer Songwriter activities.   
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In addition to performing in the Contest, Al believed in giving the Contest finalists an opportunity to perform 
another set to share their music during the Festival.  The CityLine Stage, on the grounds of the Festival, 
provided that opportunity.  This stage, strategically placed in a very busy Food Court and graciously 
managed by volunteers from the Dallas Songwriters Association, allowed the Contest finalists an 
opportunity to share their music with festival goers who would not otherwise hear their music and to sell 
their CDs to listeners. 
  
Lastly, one of the goals of the Singer Songwriter activities is to give performing songwriters an opportunity to 
connect with the regional music venues.  House concert operators and music venues were invited to attend 
the weekend activities to look for potential acts for their venues.  Uncle Calvin’s Coffeehouse, The Old 
Firehouse, Hatless House Concerts, Bonedoc’s House Concerts, Barker House Concerts, and Jefferson 
Freedom Café were among those in attendance.  This encourages the spread of original acoustic music in 
the region by performers who reside outside of the North Texas region. 

 
c. Target audience/attendance/number of participants 

 
The Singer Songwriter activities were open to a wide variety of audiences.  The performances at the Singer 
Songwriter Stage and the CityLine stage are family friendly and appropriate for all ages.  This is ensured by 
a contract clause that states that while the Festival supports artistic freedom and expression and takes 
pride in providing an environment for musicians and entertainers alike to perform without restrictions that 
might otherwise hinder or infringe on an individual’s creativity, the Festival also has a responsibility to its 
citizens and patrons to provide a safe, family friendly environment.  Over the course of the weekend, 
approximately 1,800 people attended the performances in the Eisemann Center, the location of the Singer 
Songwriter Stage.  The exact attendance at the CityLine Stage cannot be measured as traffic is very heavy 
through that area of the Festival.   
  
The Performing Songwriter Contest was open to anyone 18 years of age and older and 232 entries were 
received and screened by 10 screeners from backgrounds as diverse as a music professor and music 
venue operators.  
  
The Songwriting Workshop was open to all persons interested in learning more about the creative music 
process.  Twenty music lovers attended the workshop.  The Performing Songwriter Contest finalists, the 
School of Music at the University of North Texas, regional listening venues, a Richardson based music 
school, house concert operators, and past participants were invited to attend the workshop. 
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D.      Overall revenue/expense budget of event 
 
Total Revenue:  $18,318 
Expenses:   $36,048 
 
e.      Tie-in of program to main festival 
 
The mission of the Wildflower! Festival is to bring people together to celebrate the impact of music in our 
lives by creating access to a broad array of musical experiences and to encourage the education, 
development, and appreciation of diverse music genres.  With the addition of original acoustic music to the 
Festival, the Singer Songwriter activities reflect the desire of the City of Richardson to bring all types of 
music to the community, the Dallas- Ft. Worth Metroplex, and the region. 
 
f. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been a part of event 
 
The Singer Songwriter events began: 9:00 am , Friday, May 19 
 
The Singer Songwriter events ended: 6:45 pm, Sunday, May 21 
 
Years the Singer Songwriter programs have been part of the Festival: 21 
 
g.      Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with 
event and benefits to each 
 
UnitedHealthcare – Official sponsor of the  Singer Songwriter Stage 
Benefits: Naming Rights, Signage, Stage Announcements, Logo on Jumbo Video Screens, Street Banners, 
Marketing Collateral, On site booth and reserved stage seating.  
  
CityLine – Official sponsor of the outdoor Singer Songwriter additional stage. 
Benefits: Naming Rights, Signage, Stage Announcements, Logo on Jumbo Video Screens, Street Banners, 
Marketing Collateral, On site booth and reserved stage seating.  
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Elektronix Solutions provided a large TV to allow us to broadcast the Singer Songwriter Stage 
performances into the lobby of the Eisemann Center for Performing Arts.  This helped draw people into the 
theater where performances were constantly underway.  
  
The Richards Marketing Group provided in-kind support with collateral specific to the Singer Songwriter 
activities.  
 
The Michael Terry People’s Choice Award for the Performing Songwriter Contest is funded annually by 
the family of Michael Terry.  Every year, Mr. Terry’s widow presents the award to the contest finalist selected 
by the audience as their favorite during the finals of the contest. 
 
Uncle Calvin’s Coffeehouse – Uncle Calvin’s is a local, not-for-profit volunteer-run live music venue in 
Dallas.  They provide approximately 30 volunteers over the course of the weekend to sell performers’ CDs, 
supervise the Green room, oversee equipment lockup for the performers and greet and monitor the 
performers in the Ready Room. 
 
Dallas Songwriters Association (DSA) – The DSA is a non-profit organization benefiting songwriters in 
the Dallas area.  DSA members provided sound engineering, stage management and equipment usage at 
the CityLine Stage for the entire weekend of performances.  Approximately 33 volunteers manage this stage 
for the Festival and in return, their members are given several time slots in which they can perform on 
stage. 
 
H. What makes the event unique & creative? 

 
Texas sized hospitality makes the Singer Songwriter activities unique!  Performers and contest finalists are 
amazed at how well they are taken care of when they come to the Wildflower! Festival.  From the kindness 
of the staff and volunteers, the accommodations, to the assistance with ground transportation and the finely 
tuned organization, performers leave here basking in genuine Texas hospitality.  According to comments we 
have heard from performers, this makes Wildflower! stand out among other events and contests in which 
they have participated in. 
  
In addition to the hospitality, the Singer Songwriter activities encompass an entire weekend of different 
programs, encouraging performers to stay for the three days,  to make connections with other performers, 
to touch base with local venues that might book them for future performances, to participate in the 
Songwriting Workshop and attend the final celebration to thank the volunteers and share in song circles. 
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i. Overall effectiveness/success of program 
 
One way that the success of our activities can be summed is with the complimentary notes that our 
participants send.  Here is a sampling of the comments we received from this year’s performers, contest 
finalists and Songwriting Workshop attendees: 
 
“I want to thank you for organizing such an amazing event. I will never forget the hospitality and the 
experience. I appreciate the history of this event, and the people who make it happen each year, as well as 
the people who have made it what it is today. Thank you for including me.”  – Tom Meny, Performing 
Songwriting Contest Winner 
  
“Thank you so much for another wonderful festival weekend!  I wish all Festivals could be like Wildflower!– 
well-organized, fun, diverse musically, professional, full of heart.” – Beth Wood, performer 
 
Attendance for the 17 hours of music at the Singer Songwriter Stage was approximately 1,800 people. The 
Singer Songwriter theater holds 360 people and at one time we averaged 106 people per hour. 
 
One of the many goals of the Singer Songwriter activities is to give performing songwriters an opportunity to 
connect with the regional music venues.  This goal was a success as six venues from around Texas were 
known to be in attendance - Uncle Calvin’s Coffeehouse, The Old Firehouse, Hatless House Concerts, 
Bonedoc’s House Concerts, and Jefferson Freedom Café.  As a result, two of the contest finalists and a 
performing duo will be booked for shows at these venues. 
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Supporting question 
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.  
 
• Wildflower! garnered sponsorships for both the UnitedHealthcare Singer Songwriter Stage and the 

CityLine Stage in the amount of $5,000 each. 
 
• As mentioned previously, the Festival applied for and received a grant from the Texas Commission on 

the Arts “Arts Respond Performance” program for Ruthie Foster’s performance.  The grant was for 
$2,250 or 30% of the total performance fee. 

 
• The Festival honored Al Johnson, the founder and longtime manager of the Singer Songwriter activities, 

on three different occasions throughout the Festival weekend: 1) With many family and friends in 
attendance, the Mayor of the City of Richardson read a proclamation announcing the renaming of the 
Performing Songwriter Contest to the “Al Johnson Performing Songwriter Contest.” 2) The staff and 
volunteers wore “Team Al” buttons all weekend to remind others about Al’s legacy.  3) Ruthie Foster 
sang one of Al’s favorite songs for her encore performance with family, friends and co-workers who 
were invited to the stage to participate. 
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Supporting materials 
 
 
 

Singer songwriter contest finalist 
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City of Richardson Mayor  
pAul Voelker presenting  
Proclamation for honoring  
Al Johnson 

Ruthie foster performance 

Singer songwriter marketing 
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Joe crookston teaching  
workshop 

Workshop flyer 
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Advertisement for singer 
Songwriter activities and 
Stage schedule 

Singer songwriter performing on 
cityline stage 
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