
BEST EVENT/PROGRAM WITHIN 

AN EVENT TO BENEFIT A CAUSE  



OVERVIEW INFORMATION 
Introduction and background of main event  

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival is a special, sto-

ried 10-day celebration in one of the liveliest cities in the south. Macon is 

keyed in the record books of soul and southern rock, by the likes of the 

Otis Redding, Little Richard, and the Allman Brothers Band. For a festival 

founded upon “love, beauty, and international friendship” our hearts sing 

most, every March, when we revel in the blooming of 350,000 Yoshino 

Cherry Trees. People from all around the world visit the town referred to 

by the Congressional Records as the Cherry Blossom Capital of the World. 

The 2017 festival dates were March 24th-April 2nd, where eager at-

tendees could visit various new exciting events as well as the comfort of 

their legendary festival favorites. This year, we reached our momentous 

35th year as the Pinkest Party on Earth!  

Description and purpose A long-standing Cherry Blossom tradition, the 

Macon-Bibb Fire Department has offered a morning meal to visitors twice 

during the festival, which is the famed Pink Pancake Breakfast. This  for 

over 30 years, the fire department’s annual breakfast are a festival goers 

favorite. Besides the pink pancakes, our first responders served coffee, 

orange juice and sausage. As the local legend goes, the sweet, colorful 

pancakes pink come from a secret recipe secret which has been passed 

on to the department by former Macon firefighter L.A. Williams. Here’s 

where it gets even more interesting: The iconic taste is so memorable that 

former President Franklin D. Roosevelt had Williams cook the pancakes 

especially for him while Williams was serving in the navy.  The pink pan-

cake breakfast has contributed more than $125,000 to the ACS over the 

years and specifically $6,000 from the 2017 festival.  Chief Marvin Riggins, 

the 2016 Georgia Fire Chief of the Year, exemplifies service and integrity. 

All of our Macon-Bibb Firefighters are the best of the best and their com-

munity service and outreach exemplifies that. 
 

Description of selected cause and why/it was selected 

For as long as they have been in existence, the Macon-Bibb Fire Depart-

ment has excelled at community outreach. In the last few decades, they 

have championed the American Cancer Society because it is very near 

to their hearts. Cancer effects everyone someway, somehow. These he-

roes like to help other heroes, those battling cancer, by donating their 

time, money, and good spirits.  

 

 



 

Target audience/ attendance/ number of participants 

This event is very family friendly and for the young and old alike! If you 

like (or love!) pancakes, you’re there! According to the Macon-Bibb 

Fire Department said the attendance was 1,700 people for both week-

ends. There were over 50 volunteers present.  

 
Tie-in of program to main event 

Attendees have always flocked to the famed breakfast because 

when we say Macon turns pink every march, we mean it. Even though 

the south is hailed for waffles (ahem, Waffle House, y’all!), each Satur-

day, we pick pancakes for our beneficial breakfast. What’s better 

than celebrating the pinkest party on earth than a sweet, staple 

breakfast before you head to Central City Park for vendors, amuse-

ment rides, and live entertainment, or one of the other many events 

going on each Saturday of the Festival. IT’s the best way to start the 

day, and it’s even better because it’s aiding the American Cancer So-

ciety.  
 

Duration of program and years program has been apart of the event  

The Pink Pancake Breakfast has been apart of the festival for over 30 

years and occurs on two Saturday’s during our annual celebration in 

March.  
 

Overall revenue/expense budget of specific event 

Adults were $5 a plate and 5/under were $2. In addition to the thou-

sands of pancakes that were flipped, served, and enjoyed, 4,500 piec-

es of sausage, 120 gallons of Orange Juice, and 220 gallons of milk 

were graciously enjoyed, with the approximate expense being  just 

over $2,400.00 and revenue being $8,400. The Macon-Bibb Fire Depart-

ment was able to donate $6,000 to the American Cancer Society from 

the 2017 Cherry Pink Pancake Breakfast.  

 
Description of charity 

The American Cancer Society helps those facing cancer as well as 

funds research for the fight to find the cure.  
 

Overall effectiveness  

This is absolutely one of our most iconic and favorite events. We were 

thrilled by the excitement, attendance, and philanthropic abilities of 

the 2017 Cherry Blossom Pink Pancake Breakfast put on by the Macon-

Bibb Fire Department benefiting the American Cancer Society. We 

love helping our community and we especially love helping our neigh-

bors—the local American Cancer Society chapter is located right on 



SUPPORTING QUESTION  
What did you do to update/change this program from the year be-

fore? 

Voters in Macon-Bibb County approved a SPLOST in 2011, which in-

cluded complete renovations of Central City Park, where the Macon-

Bibb Firefighters have traditionally held the Pink Pancake Breakfast. 

The first phase of the renovations were completed just a week before 

the beginning of the festival. Through leadership and determination to 

include this iconic, philanthropical event, Festival organizers and the 

Macon-Bibb Fire Department collectively agreed to relocate the 

event to another building within the Central City Park area, and the 

response was overwhelmingly positive.  



SUPPORTING MATERIALS  

Pretty (and tasty!) in pink for the annual 

Pink Pancake Breakfast.  

Over 1,700 people attended the annual 

breakfast both weekends.  

2017 Cherry Blossom Festival Royalty 

thanked and posed with Macon-Bibb 

Firefighters.  

The Macon-Bibb Firefighters have raised 

over $125,000 themselves for the American 

Cancer Society.  



 

In addition to the thousands of pink pancakes, the Macon-

Bibb firefighters served up120 gallons of Orange Juice and 

220 gallons of milk.  

  


