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1.  Overview Information 



The Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival got its name from the March through May 

season when acres and acres of wildflowers blossom throughout the City and 

Richardson becomes a “must stop, photo-op, back drop of color” for spring 

photos with smart phone cameras to professional photographers with their tripods 

and white light umbrellas. 

 

What began 25 years ago as a springtime community event to celebrate the 

native wild flowers that bloom each spring in fields and undeveloped land, 

including an additional 100 acres Richardson plants every year in street medians, 

City parks and the entire perimeter of City Hall, quickly “blossomed” after only the 

second year when national headlining entertainment was added. 

 

In those 25 years, the Festival has relocated twice to accommodate the growing 

needs of the event which now cover 30 acres, boasts six performance stages, 

draws 65,000 fans annually and has become the most recognized and 

anticipated music event in North Texas.  All festivals produced by the City of 

Richardson are family-friendly with a huge children’s programming component 

and none more visible, engaging and sustaining as WF! Kids at the Wildflower! 

Arts & Music Festival. 

   A. Introduction & Background 



When the Children’s Area was shifted to a new location within the Festival in 

2017, it was also renamed. Kidz Korner became simply, WF! Kids.  

 

WF! Kids greets children with colorful décor walls and oversized flowers and 

butterflies at each activity and booth space. Any opportunity to pop in color is 

utilized from arched fabric entrances, to table covers, park benches and signage. 

There is no charge in WF! Kids for any of the activities, games, crafts, face 

painting, rock climbing wall, balloon twisted animals or singing karaoke, which 

make it a truly  family-friendly event of fun, good times and great memories. 

 

Our objective is, children learn best in a natural setting and for a real 

purpose.  And, there are many unique and creative ways to teach beyond a 

classroom or book- even in a festival setting! “Beneficial Buddies” is the  

children’s programming theme for WF! Kids that started at the 2000 Wildflower! 

Arts & Music Festival and has continued for 17 Wildflower! Festivals. 

“Beneficial Buddies” teaches children, via entertainment, activities, arts and 

games, the correlation and importance of beneficial insects not only to the 

propagation of wildflowers but to the majority of food on our table, not only here in 

Richardson,  but all over the world.  

 

B. Description & Objective 



C. Target  Audience 

“Beneficial Buddies” is geared for preschool and elementary age children ages 

three through twelve. At least 3,000 children participate in some or all of the WF! 

Kids activities over the three-day Festival. It’s not unusual to see some older 

children and parents taking part too. 25,000 school flyers, with event information 

appealing to children and their parents, are distributed to all Kindergarten through 

sixth grade students in the Richardson I.S.D.. On Sunday of the Festival, all 

children 12 years old and under get in free, courtesy of a sponsor. 
 

D. Attendance 
The attendance for the Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival is 65,000 over the 

three-day annual event which is quite impressive given there are two other major 

events very close by on the third weekend in May and no less than 50 other small 

ones on any given weekend of May in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.  



E. Activities & Entertainment 
The first stop at WF! Kids is almost always the Live Butterfly Habitat filled with over 

150 native Texas butterflies. Children enter and observe butterflies up close as they 

feed on nectar from pentas, lantana and over ripe bananas. Volunteers help children 

identify various species and monitor the entrance and exit. Next, at the Butterfly Info 

Booth, children use magnetic pieces to arrange a butterfly metamorphosis in order, 

create an origami butterfly, observe Monarch caterpillars munching on milkweed and 

view a newly formed chrysalis inside a table top Butterfly Vivarium, or home, we built 

just for WF! Kids. Our Mayor’s Monarch Pledge proclamation is on display to read 

how our City is helping sustain the Monarch migration through Richardson and also a 

handout to find out where and what is planted in Richardson’s new butterfly gardens. 

Also, all visitors may take home a free packet of milkweed seeds to start a butterfly 

garden at their home.  

 

The next booth is devoted to a very important “Beneficial Buddy”- the honey bee, 

hosted by Hope Pettibon, the 2017 American Honey Princess. Hope, a 20-year-old-

college student, serves as the national spokesperson on behalf of the American 

Beekeeping Federation. She has been keeping bees with her family since 2004 and 

has earned many awards for her honey. Wearing her princess sash and tiara, Hope 

explains the activity going on inside a live working bee hive, a display of bee products 

and her beekeepers suit to a fascinated audience of young children and parents.   

 

Each game and activity in  WF! Kids ties in or reinforces the programming theme of 

“Beneficial Buddies.” Praying mantis egg cases, green garden anoles and lady bugs 

in various stages of metamorphosis are showcased in terrariums, played out in 

costumes or acted out in song and dance. Face painters transform faces into 

butterflies, bumble bees, ladybugs and mantises. At the PHOTO-OP PROP SHOP,  

children pick out a pair of antennas and wings and then pose in front of a 32’ x 8’ 

mural painting of insects aka, “Beneficial Buddies” at a rock concert for a “WF!  

Kids 2017” photo. Before their turn on the Rock Star Karaoke Stage, kids can grab a 

real electric Daisy Rock guitar in the shape of a flower or Monarch butterfly to use as a 

prop. At the RockArt craft station, kids pick out and paint smooth stones into bugs, 

bees or butterflies and attach some google eyes to create a Festival keepsake.  On 

the WF! Kids Stage, a children’s entertainer starts an audience-participation sing-a-

long song about migration and later, puppeteers act out a silly milkweed story.  



F. Local School Involvement  
Other long-running events, contests and programs of the Wildflower! Festival 

continue to attract and engage parents and their young children to come out to 

the Festival year after year. The Wildflower! Budding Talent vocal competition, 

open to all children through 12th grade, launched in 2001, had a record number of 

students try out this past April for a spot in the finals held on Sunday afternoon at 

Wildflower!. The Wildflower! Student Art Contest for children in Kindergarten 

through 6th grade, with a fun new theme each year, is still as popular as it was 

when it began in 2003 and averages 1,200 entries a year from children all over 

the community. The student’s artwork is displayed at the Festival for all to see, 

another incentive for young families to come out and enjoy WF! Kids, and the 

entire Festival. Students from Plano, Garland, Dallas, Richardson and area 

private schools make up the Richardson Gymnastics Team and the Dallas Cirque 

Youth Troupe who perform multiple times on Performance Row throughout the 

Festival weekend. Although the majority of student participation come from 

Richardson schools, where the Festival is located, all eligible children are 

welcome to enter these contests and competitions.  



G. Tie-In of Program to 

Main Event 
The “Beneficial Buddies” program and each of its entities and activities spring 

naturally from our main event, the Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival.  A variety of 

musical genres, arts & crafts mediums and visual arts performances are built into 

a program that focuses on entertaining the youngest festivalgoers. As we 

celebrated the 25th Wildflower! Festival last month, some of the children 

participating in WF! Kids activities were third generation  Wildflower! attendees! 
 



H. Revenue/Expense  

Approximately $9,500 of the total Festival budget of $1,090,000 is spent on 

children’s programming. There is no revenue from WF! Kids as we do not charge 

for any of the activities.  



I. Sponsors & Volunteers 
WF! Kids is supported by several repeat sponsors who bought into the Festival 

way back, almost to its inception. Overall WF! Kids is sponsored by Pan 

American, the local office of an international underwriting company. Their local 

site director served on the Wildflower! Executive Steering Committee for six 

years, three as its president and although it’s been four years since his term 

ended, the company has returned each year as the sponsor of WF! Kids. The 

corporate office of Sherwin-Williams Paint Company is not only a cash sponsor of 

Wildflower!, its local store donates 34 gallons of paint each year to put a fresh 

coat on all of the décor walls, giant flowers, butterflies and photo-op mural. 

Another local company, Bruce Miller Nurseries, supplies approximately five 

hundred dollars worth of nectar-feeding plants each year for the live butterfly 

habitat. These WF! Kids sponsors receive benefits in the form of signage, 

tickets, naming rights, etc., based on a percentage of the dollar value of their 

sponsorship, be it cash or in-kind. 

For almost a decade, AT&T’s Community Outreach Volunteers, or “Pioneers,” fill 

all volunteer shifts in WF! Kids at the Festival.  Many of the same Pioneers 

volunteer each year with previous knowledge of the children’s programming and 

its flow of activities, crafts and entertainment, which help free up Event Staff for 

other duties. Pioneers are fulfilling a company requirement of community 

outreach and service and the Wildflower! Festival and WF! Kids are the lucky 

recipients! 



J. Duration of Program  
“Beneficial Buddies” in WF! Kids has been the center of all children’s 

programming at Wildflower! for 17 years. The constant, and also the focal 

point, has always been the popular Live Butterfly Habitat and Information 

Tent next to it.  When construction of a butterfly habitat was first presented to 

Festival directors in 2000, it was met with a little apprehension and a few 

saying, “Not sure that will work.” However, in one festival season, the Live 

Butterfly Habitat and the corresponding programming did work. The 

“Beneficial Buddies” programming changes and expands each year to 

include timely information through art, décor, games, displays and 

entertainment- in a WF! Kids format! 



K. Uniqueness & Creativity 
Since the 2000 Wildflower! Festival, when WF! Kids “Beneficial Buddies” 

programming started, other festivals have added a butterfly tent to their event. WF! 

Kids programming reaches beyond the butterflies to include the “who, how & why” of 

other beneficial insects and garden animals as well. But the uniqueness and creativity 

of “Beneficial Buddies” leads back to the education piece, the program’s objective: 

 

“Children learn best in a natural setting and for a real purpose.”  And, there are 

many unique and creative ways to teach beyond a book or classroom- even in a 

festival setting!  

 

Every WF! Kids activity is tied to its programming, from playing in a caterpillar-shaped 

bounce house too learning how to make an origami butterfly to dancing and singing in 

a pair of  bumblebee wings.  

   

We keep ourselves updated with accurate information that we pass on to our young 

visitors. Festival Staff involved in children’s programming joined a Lepidopterist group 

for butterfly expertise and attend an annual Monarch migration field trip to a large 

butterfly farm south of Dallas. For other critter information we call on Michael 

Merchant, an expert entomologist at a Texas A&M Research Branch in North Dallas. 

Plano, Texas has an expert in vermiculture (raising earthworms), who we’ve had 

present to WF! Kids. Visits to community discovery gardens and sharing programming  

ideas with colleagues in other city Parks Departments are both great sources for fresh  

programming ideas. 

We also make sure our volunteer “docents” in the Butterfly Habitat have information 

to answer a variety of questions from children. 

 For example: 

• Only native Texas butterflies are in the WF! Kids Butterfly Habitat. Non-native 

butterflies species can introduce bacteria harmful to native Texas  butterflies. 

• Which plants will attract and feed butterflies- and bees too 

• The four stages of a butterfly metamorphosis 

• Monarchs pass through North Texas on their way to winter in Mexico between the 

3rd & 4th week in October. 

• Monarchs ONLY lay their eggs on milkweeds plants 

 

 

 

 



l. Effectiveness & Success 

Not a week goes by without a national news story that can be tied to the children’s programming 

at Wildflower!. “Beneficial Buddies,” like the Monarch butterfly and the American honeybee, 

which are dependent or critical to the existence of wild flowers, the Festival’s namesake and 

Richardson’s cause for celebration that began 25 years ago, have been strongly supported by its 

children’s programming. 

 

“Beneficial Buddies” programming was not only unique and innovative in 2000, it was ahead of 

its time in a family-friendly music and arts festival. Balloons, bounce houses, crafts, games and 

entertainment can all be effective pieces of a successful and educational children’s program. 

 

Effectiveness is a five year old who learns or discovers… 

 

• What a ladybug larva looks like so it’s not mistaken for a garden pest- (Most adults don’t 

know). 

 

• Why honeybees are disappearing so quickly 

 

• That honeybees are responsible for pollinating 75% of all the food on our dinner plates. 

 

• The American Honey Princess earned her title with how much honeybee knowledge she has 

learned and she must spend her reigning year sharing that knowledge with the community. 

 

• A Monarch emerging from its chrysalis right in front of their eyes 

 

…at a music & arts festival!  

 

  

Success might be measured if you could capture the excitement, fascination, smiles and 

happiness on the faces of hundreds of children… 

 

…at a music & arts festival! 
 



Supporting Question #1 

Program Changes & Updates 

In 2016, news of the huge decline in the Monarch population was prevalent in all forms of 

media, so the information booth next to the butterfly tent focused on the Monarch butterflies 

that Festival year. We posted Monarch migration path posters, built a table top butterfly 

vivarium and added Monarch butterfly eggs, caterpillars in various stages and newly formed 

chrysalises for children to see up close and able to identify. We purchased 2000 milkweed 

seed packages give away with the tagline, “Saving the Monarchs, one milkweed plant at a 

time.” A  children’s art activity was covering a printed bare tree bark with lots and lots of tiny 

orange butterflies to represent wintering Monarchs in Mexico. 

 

In 2017, with the Monarch numbers up somewhat, we filled the butterfly tent with over 150 

mostly Monarchs, to celebrate. But also in 2017, the severe decline of the American 

bumblebee was at the forefront of the news and the Rust Patch Bumblebee was added to 

the Endangered Species List with all other bumblebees not far behind. In light of that news, 

we invited the Collin County Hobby Beekeepers Association out to WF! Kids again and help 

us educate our youngest Festivalgoers with this information. Children were fascinated with 

the working bee hive and Hope, our Honey Princess, really enjoyed her time spent 

educating the public in a festival format. She’s said she’s certain she’s got some folks talked 

into giving beekeeping a try. 

 

When developments unfold in nature, such as the plight of the Monarch butterflies or the 

nearly endangered honeybees, they give way to new or expanded children’s programming 

that will inform and educate the public via the most significant “Beneficial Buddies,”-   

the children, who will exponentially, pass this information on to their parents and other 

children. In 2018, programming may include building a small house for backyard 

pollinators...and whatever else is currently in the news and connected to “Beneficial 

Buddies” and WF! Kids everywhere. 

 



Supporting Materials 

1. Annual Wildflower! Student Art Contest – 2012 

2. Art contest display - WF! Kids 2012 

3. R.I.S.D.  K- 6th school flyer – 2011 

4. Butterfly Tent Entrance – 2005 

5. Butterfly Info Booth with vivarium & sample bug houses – 2017 

6. Inside the Butterfly Habitat & Butterfly Info Booth 

7. Monarch seed give-a-way, 2016 & 2017 

8. Handout for two new Butterfly Gardens in Richardson 

9. Mayor’s Monarch Pledge Proclamation 

10. Beekeepers Booth 

11. Photo Op Prop Shop  props & 2017 Photo-Op Mural 

12. Performance Row youth performing groups 

13. “Bug Off” water squirt game- 2007 

14. Caterpillar Crawl made with pool noodles 

15. “Saving the Monarchs…” art activity – 2016 

16. Origami Butterflies – 2017 

17. WF! Kids programming in the news 

 

 


