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1. Overview Information: 

a. Introduction and background of main event 

A staple of the Piedmont Park Arts Festival (1970’s & 1980’s), The Youth Art 

Exhibit renamed the AHSAE (Atlanta High School Art Exhibition), has been 

hosted by the Atlanta Dogwood Festival in Piedmont Park for over a decade. 

AHSAE affords accessibility and visibility for the high school art to as many as 

300,000 visitors each season.  Since 2009 the AHSAE has been staged in the 

Piedmont Park Conservancy Community Center, an indoor space that surrounds 

the work with a formal atmosphere. The program has expanded outreach to 220 

schools, over 38,000 students and 490 teachers in twenty regional Atlanta 

counties as we continue to update our database. 

 

The awards program for student winners began under Cheryl Myrbo’s direction 

in 1999.  In 2017 nearly $36,000 worth of opportunities were sponsored by: The 

Art Institute of Atlanta, SCAD Atlanta and Savannah, Watkins College of Art, 

Design and Film (Nashville, TN), Dick Blick (Atlanta), Binders, The High Museum, 

The Hudgens Center for Art and Learning, Roswell Visual Arts Center, Abernathy 

Visual Arts Center, Callanwolde Fine Arts Center (Atlanta), Kaleidoscope, Toco 

Hills Picture Framing, Digital Arts Studio, MOCA, MODA, Atlanta Contemporary, 

Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center, Atlanta Botanical Gardens, The 

Juan C. Carlos Museum, Anis Bistro, and The Center for Puppetry Arts (Atlanta).  

All sponsors participate in the high school exhibition by donating tickets, 

tuition scholarships, and spaces in classes, workshop opportunities and 

internships.  We were able to offer five classes to selected winners, in addition 

to free tuition for our two top junior winners for the SCAD Summer Seminar.  

This year, SCAD added a partial scholarship to our top sophomore winner.  The 

value to the students is more than receiving a plaque or certificate, but an 

actual educational experience and training.  Toco Hills Picture Framing has 

framed the Best of Show work since 2000.  Binders owner, Howard Krinsky, 

added a $250 easel to its traditional gift card donation of $500.  Dick Blick 

partnered with us this year with gift cards ($500) , and gift bags with art 

supplies geared to the students particular interest (Drawing, painting, clay, 

etc.).  Dick Blick also sponsored a Community Art Project for the first time.  Two 

large canvases and drawing supplies were available for anyone willing to 

contribute their artistic skills to the canvases.  A drawing was held and two 

lucky participants were able to take the project home with them at the end of 

the day. Digital Arts Studio printed the AHSAE commemorative poster depicting 

each work in the 2017 show and donated a free scan and printing of artwork 

from one of our winners.   



 

b. Description and purpose/objective of Children’s Program 

The AHSAE proudly encourages experimentation and innovation. AHSAE 

encourages young artists to reinvent, take risks, and reach outside the box with 

their art.  AHSAE is an exhibition of artworks representing creativity and 

ingenuity within a broad cross-section of high school programs and facilities 

throughout the Atlanta region including both public, private and home-

schooled.  Students may submit on their own if the school does not have an art 

program or if the instructor chooses not to participate.  Artists are encouraged 

to keep in mind the high traffic volume of the Atlanta Dogwood Festival and the 

number and quality of the AHSAE submissions and awards.  

 

This year the AHSAE received an assortment of submissions directly to the co-

director’s homes from new participants who are often aided by the artist’s 

parents.  Often, these submissions have not been given the attention the 

artist/parent felt they deserve.  Regardless of the reason, the directors take an 

opportunity to make a connection with the artist or parent.  This conversation 

creates a dialogue which is valuable for the development of the artist.  Parents 

find time to volunteer and become a more integral part of the project, and the 

student gains awareness about the number of high quality submissions to this 

competition.  Whether the work is eventually juried in the show or not, a 

student will often use this experience as a re-commitment to do better work, or 

simply “up” their craftsmanship or presentation as a result. 

Our jury this year consisted of three members, one representative from SCAD, 

one from Art Institute, and one retired teacher who is currently teaching at 

Callanwolde and is a practicing 3-D artist.  The jury chose 145 works out of 750 

submissions.  Once again, the quality of works accepted into the show is 

exceptional.  Artworks are judged as work produced by high school students 

and not as professional art in general.  There is no theme, making possible 

submissions of standard curriculum work and more.  Work is judged on the 

criteria of originality, creativity and good craftsmanship.    Our jury is paid for 

their time, in order to keep pace with the AHSAE mission to encourage artists to 

consider Art as a career. 

C. Target Audience/main target age group 

High school aged artists: freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors, are 

invited to submit work.  This year we allowed submissions from eighth graders 

who were receiving high school credit for their fine arts course.  By using 

Facebook, Dogwood media outreach, social media sites, festival newsletters, 

live television coverage, website (s) and our database, we were able to reach out 

to public and private school art teachers, high school student/parent contacts 

and home schooled students from 16 counties last year to 20 Atlanta metro 



counties in 2017.  The AHSAE.info site posts a permanent link to add names to 

the mailing list.  This list is constantly updated throughout the year.  In 

November “save-the-date” alerts the email list and Facebook group to the 

upcoming Call for Art and AHSAE submission dates.  Updated forms are 

available to any interested participants on the ahsae.info website by the first of 

January; Facebook alerts post the link to the submission process weekly 

beginning in January up to the final deadline for entry in February.  

Consideration is given on a case-by-case basis for anyone unable to make the 

deadline; no reasonable request is turned down. Upon notification of desire to 

entry, each school or individual is contacted with an individual school folder in 

Dropbox. Inside that folder, all information and forms for entry are available. 

 

d. Attendance/number of participants 

▪ 220 schools and 490 instructors invited to participate; 

▪ 750 artists submissions from 106  teachers were entered in this year’s 

exhibit 

▪ 145 works from 58 teachers were accepted into the exhibit 

▪ 23 Promoting sponsors 

▪ Public attendance approximately 200,000 over three-day festival; 

additional crowds at pre-festival events; 

▪ 75 participants in the Art Throwdown competition at the AHSAE on the 

festival grounds; 7 high schools total; 2 new high schools and three new 

colleges.  Countless festival observers watched the challenges. 

e. Activities/entertainment provided 

In addition to the artists’ display at the festival, 16 artists were awarded for 

exemplary work.  These artists along with 8 additional artists gained visibility 

in the weeks prior to the Atlanta Dogwood Festival by being selected for a 

special showing at the Janet S. Day Gallery at The Art Institute of Atlanta 

campus. This 4 week show culminated in a special awards/meet and greet 

ceremony at The Art Institute.  This was a wonderful opportunity for the 

students to participate in conversation about their work, goals, and thoughts 

about the art.   

On Friday and Saturday at the festival exhibit, the public is invited to vote on 

their favorite work of art, giving a popular artist a chance to win a $500 cash 

award.  This activity, started eight years ago, focuses visitors on the art itself 

and gives even the youngest visitor a chance to express themselves by voting. 
We had over 600 votes over a period of two days.  This year, a sculpture 

entitled Tree of Knowledge, by A. Tester, a junior at Roswell High School, was 

the overwhelming choice of the people.   



So many who voted commented on how difficult it was to choose their favorite 

because of the variety and high level of all of the work.  We want to thank The 

Atlanta Dogwood Festival for sponsoring this special award. 

A Mona Lisa cut-out is located immediately outside the AHSAE, created by 

Cheryl Myrbo and Tim Settimi.  This fun, quirky photo op is popular with the 

media and festival crowds, often encouraging donations and drawing them in to 

the AHSAE exhibit. 

Dick Blick in Atlanta sponsored a special Community Art Project on Saturday.  

They provided art supplies and two large canvases for anyone who would like 

to participate by adding their own art to the canvases.  A raffle drawing was 

held and two lucky participants won the canvases.   

The 2017 ADF Throwdown-x was scheduled during Atlanta’s Public School 

spring break as it has been for the last several years.  A few months before the 

festival, SCAD student, R. Imm, suggested the idea of expanding the 

Throwdown challenges by allowing college teams to participate.  The challenges 

were set up with an invitation for college students to participate when the 

teachers and adults chose to draw the live model.  The week before the festival 

we received entries from two more college teams.  John Brandhorst, who was 

one of the originators of the Throwdown competition, suggested that we have 

them compete alongside high school artists, but judge them separately.  This 

worked well, and two of the schools let us know they had a good time and 

would be back next year.  Much of the work was indistinguishable from the high 

school work; the college artists noticed this and were forced to up their game. 

Although the dates overlapped spring break, the draw to the park exceeded 

everyone’s expectations again (seven schools plus three colleges), participating 

teams came from mostly private schools. A few public school teams sketched as 

well. SKA Academy won overall, having traveled up from south Atlanta using 

MARTA and the festival shuttle.  They had an exciting day, visiting the festival 

artist market on their way to the Throwdown site.   

The face-to-face drawing challenge started the Throwdown and was again a 

people-pleaser, especially with the starting visual of two long rows of chairs 

facing each other across the lawn.   Next in the schedule was the live model 

challenge which included the teams circled around the live model for three 

poses.  The Poster challenge theme was given to participants.  Their challenge 

was:  In the aftermath of the collapsed Interstate 85 Bridge “how would you 

solve the bridge problem?” As the poster competitors began, the students 

competing in the landscape challenge were sent off to do festival landscape 

drawings. Both the Poster challenge and landscape challenge participants were 

given a specific time to complete their challenges and report back. 

Returning by popular demand was the adult artist competition, also using the 



live model.  Calling for a crowd vote, Susan Joss from Atlanta Girls’ School won 

the scrimmage for the second year in a row. 

Another aspect of the Art Throwdown is the involvement of Community 

Coaches for each competing school.  The coaches, professional artists, work 

with the students in the weeks before the scrimmages to help prepare students, 

along with the art instructors, for the competition.   Sports and competition 

terminology help to bring a crowd, placing the Art Throwdown on a level with 

other sports; using these terms seems to gain respect from a new audience, 

prompting cheering and applause. 

Originators of the Art Throwdown, John Brandhorst and Jeff Mather, have 

presented the Art Throwdown competition concept to the attendees of the NAEA 

Convention, and were met with interest and excitement by art instructors from 

around the country.  AHSAE is proud to be affiliated with this project. 

The website www.artthrowdown,com helps keep the community updated on 

this Throwdown as well as upcoming Throwdown events.  An update of the 

Throwdown website is planned before AHSAE Throwdown 2018; this will 

include interactive features such as on-line sign-up and merchandise 

purchasing. 

f. Local School involvement 

The Atlanta Dogwood Festival sponsored a special holiday event and fundraiser 

for schools that participate in the AHSAE.  Attendees were given the opportunity 

to purchase and donate art supplies to participating schools.  The night was 

festive and the donations were generous.  This was a particularly special event, 

given the monetary cuts that have occurred in many of our schools. 

The Art Institute of Atlanta, Dunwoody campus, hosted a month long AHSAE 

“mini” art exhibit composed of 24 hand-picked works.  The show was housed in 

their newly renovated Janet S. Day Gallery. We honored the students chosen for 

the Art Institute show with a reception and presentation of AHSAE/AI 

certificates.  Even though many students were away from school for spring 

break, we had a large group to be recognized. Two artists’ works were selected 

to receive a gift certificate from Binders Art Supply.  A special thank you goes 

out to Nicole Jacobs, gallery director, and Taylor Bareford, curator for this 

special show. They commented that the art is always top notch and many 

visitors to the gallery couldn’t believe the work came from high school aged 

students.  We are on their calendar for 2018. 

The Art Throwdown competitions on the festival grounds are the culmination of 

practice and training throughout the fall and winter in the classroom.  Seven 

schools and three colleges participated this year. Teachers also have a chance 

http://www.artthrowdown,com/


to compete.  Many of the AHSAE exhibiting artists compete in the Throwdown 

challenges. 

One art department is chosen yearly based on number of entries accepted, 

percentage awarded by AHSAE, quality of submissions, participation and group 

effort. Our winning art department this year was Lambert High School, 

instructor Kim D’Allen.  Jeff Domke, The Center for Puppetry Arts, visited the 

winning art department and entertained and educated students at Lambert on 

the art of puppetry. 

 

G. Tie-in of program to main event 

Supporting students and arts programming is an important mission of the 

Atlanta Dogwood Festival.  Many arts educators consider the AHSAE to be the 

most prestigious competition for high school artists in the area, due to the 

educational opportunities offered by awarding institutions as well as the 

exposure of the Atlanta Dogwood Festival.  For the past few years the ADF 

media staffer has utilized the presence of the high school artists in live 

broadcasts both before and during the festival.  The Dogwood brochure, map, 

email blasts and website proudly exhibit the AHSAE as a primary festival 

destination. 

We would like to thank Susan O’Neill, our volunteer coordinator for the show. 

Knowing that Susan was contacting and keeping up with volunteers took a 

tremendous amount of work.  We appreciate her efforts. 

“As the AHSAE Volunteer Coordinator, the month out from the Dogwood Festival 

I felt very frustrated in that I wasn't getting the response that I had anticipated 

from the volunteer update/request e-mail that I had sent out. I wondered what 

more that I could do, but the week of the festival, BAM! The seas parted and 

contact was being made!  People began reaching out to me and I was starting to 

fill my volunteer slots for Saturday and Sunday!  I was happy to see the parents, 

the students, and teachers show up and be willing to help out in whatever way 

was asked of them! 

     I must say that one of the best parts of the volunteer coordination (of course 

other than obviously working with Cheryl and Becky) was working with Shawn 

Campbell, the Volunteer Coordinator for the Atlanta Dogwood Festival. He 

shared important information with me leading up to and during the event. He 

communicated with me and was there to answer questions at any time that I 

needed him. He sent us the most awesome group of young men from a 

professional basketball team that reached out to him to volunteer at the 

Dogwood Festival, and Shawn in turn, led them to us. They were a tremendous 

help and very positive young men. 

     I think that the event was a great success and thank all that volunteered 

their time and energy to make it so.” 

-Susan O'Neill 



 

The exhibition space, the PPC-Community Center has been rented for the last 

eight years for the AHSAE by the festival, staging this year’s 145 piece show 

inside a beautiful, formal, secure space. 

 

The week of the festival, Cheryl Myrbo and Becky Raffalovich had the pleasure 

of talking about the AHSAE on AM 1690, the Voice of the Arts radio station.  

Cheryl talked about the Throwdown and Becky talked about the student art 

exhibit. 

h. Overall revenue and expense budget of specific program/event 

Management fee $10,000.00 

Site Rental Fee   $2,500.00   

Supplies    $1,000.00 

Jury Fees       $450.00 

Total Expenses $13,950.00 

i. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group 

involvement with event/program and benefits to each (if applicable) 

• Each sponsor is given a logo-link and recognition on the ahsae.info 

website, thanks/recognition and logo in the brochure, and on the poster, 

logo and mention on the exhibit wall and mentions in linked posts to the 

Facebook page. 

• All sponsors are offered space inside the exhibit for promotional 

materials available free to the public over the course of the three day 

weekend. 

• The Watkins College of Art donated $26,000 in scholarships to our top 

winners. 

• Five sponsors donated classes at their respective arts centers. Two week-

long arts seminars were offered scholarship paid in full, and one week-

long arts seminar was offered a partial scholarship. 

• AIA Atlanta displayed 24 hand-picked works in their recently renovated 

exhibit space, the Janet S. Day Gallery, for four weeks. 

• The school assembly educational presenter from The Center Puppetry 

Arts, Jeff Domke, visited Lambert High School, voted the Best Art 

Department of 2017.  

• Art supply stores Dick Blick and Binders each donated $500 in gift cards 

to winning artists.  A $250 easel was donated by Binders to display Best 

of Show work during the exhibit and was given to the winning artist. Dick 

Blick donated gift bags to all place winners and honorable mention works 



which included gift bag, t-shirts, and art supplies geared to their winning 

work (drawing, painting, 3-D works) which were valued at $800. 

• The Atlanta Dogwood Festival honored our Peoples’ Choice artist with a 

cash award of $500 for the third year. 

• The week of the festival, Cheryl Myrbo and I had the pleasure of talking 

about the AHSAE on AM 1690, the Voice of the Arts radio station.  Cheryl 

talked about the Throwdown and I talked about the student art exhibit. 

• The Digital Arts Studio donated the printing of our commemorative 

poster for the second year.  Each work accepted in the show was featured 

on the poster with the artists’ name.  All award winners received a poster 

and additional ones were sold with proceeds going back into the AHSAE.  

The poster was designed by the co-directors of the show, was 24”x36” in 

size.  One winner was given a free scan and print of their art work. 

•   The Atlanta Dogwood Festival sponsored a special holiday event and 

fundraiser for schools that participate in the AHSAE.  Attendees were 

given the opportunity to purchase and donate art supplies to 

participating schools.  The night was festive and the donations were 

generous.  This was a particularly special event, given the monetary cuts 

that have occurred in many of our schools. 

•   The Hudgens Center for Art and Learning donated memberships to all 

award winners and donated a class to one winner.  They also donated 

large zippered portfolios to all winners. 

•   The Atlanta Botanical Gardens and the Juan C. Carlos Museum donated 

tickets.   

•   The High Museum of Atlanta donated one membership to the Best of 

Show winner. 

•   Representatives from the Atlanta NABL basketball team (the SHOW) and 

Eric Guerra volunteered their time to help us out on Sunday for the Art 

Throwdown. These young men served as great role models for our young 

participants. 

J.  Duration of program (start to finish) and year’s program has been part of 

event. 

The AHSAE has been a part of the Atlanta Dogwood Festival since 2004.  

Although upgrading the database and calls to sponsors start in early fall, the 

AHSAE officially begins with a Save-the-Date reminder in late December to an 

email list of over 490 Atlanta regional art instructors, principals and 

superintendents.  The AHSAE call for Art is sent to teachers, posted on 

Facebook and on the website by January 1.  Submissions are due by the third 

week of February; mini exhibit displayed throughout March, and the main 

exhibition is held inside the Community Center at the Atlanta Dogwood festival.  

The festival and exhibition run for three days in early April, ending with an 

awards ceremony at the end of the last day.  At that time, all work is available 

https://www.facebook.com/artthrowdown/
https://www.facebook.com/artthrowdown/


to be returned to the artists.  Any works not picked up by the artists was 

returned to them within two weeks, by the method communicated to us by the 

artist (some were picked up at the co-directors homes, other works were mailed 

to the artist). 

Thank you notes are sent out to every sponsor in June; follow-up calls and 

letters go out to award winners with a reminder to take advantage of their 

awarded opportunities. 

k. What makes the program unique and creative? 

In addition to the visibility afforded the AHSAE artists in the well-attended 

Atlanta Dogwood Festival (upwards of 200,000 people over the course of the 

weekend), displaying artists are awarded with chances to improve their 

techniques as well as connect with mature, influential artists, administrators 

and arts centers.  Blessed with scores of arts centers and schools, Atlanta has 

much to offer artists and the AHSAE helps these young artists make the 

necessary connections.  Instead of awarding certificates or money  (although art 

supply store gift cards are awarded many winners, helping them purchase the 

supplies needed for the award itself) the opportunity to learn and experience 

what Atlanta offers is long lasting and valuable to an artist’s future career. 

The Art Throwdown associated with the AHSAE in the festival brings art-making 

into the sports arena; encouraging practice with technique, competitive school 

teams, competing individuals and a cheering audience.  It gives ADF attendees a 

lively, creative event to enhance their weekend visit to the park. 

l. Overall effectiveness/success of program 

By the deadline we had 750 submissions from 70 schools in the Atlanta Metro 

area; plenty of work to choose a great show of extremely high quality.  The 

strength of the submissions made difficult work for the judges.  145 high 

school artists exhibited in the indoor exhibition space in the Atlanta Dogwood 

Festival.  Sixteen award winners received event tickets, museum and art center 

memberships, and one-on-one workshop opportunities with various arts 

instructors.  Funding for art supplies from two supply stores (Dick Blick and 

Binders) amounting to $1250.  In addition, the Atlanta Dogwood Festival 

provided $500 for the winner of the People’s Choice award.  This winner was 

chosen by the public over the course of the festival weekend and announced 

during the awards ceremonies for the Art Throwdown and the AHSAE on Sunday 

afternoon.   

Attendees, many returning year after year, experience a much broader array of 

art than the established festival market-created by young emerging artists.  

High school artists are fearless, creating from the heart (and soul) instead of 

creating what sells.  The art is unique, finely-tuned, and is possibly the best art 



that an artist has ever done before.  The work would not be chosen otherwise. 

Being chosen for this show gives young artists the confidence to focus on art as 

a career.  This show is rapidly becoming known for showcasing the “best of the 

best” art being created by high school artists in the Atlanta metro area. 

2. Supporting Questions 

• What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? 

Were your updates/changes successful? Please provide measurable 

results/examples 

• In 2017 we added an artist’s statement to the entry form, which is fixed to 

the back of each work.  We provided a check box (yes/no) if the statement 

should be included with the label of the work.  The statement gives the artist 

an opportunity to convey their ideas about the work to the viewer.  Only a 

few artists took advantage of having the statement displayed, but we feel 

that it is an idea that will catch on in coming years.  Next year we would like 

to have that statement available to the jurors during the jurying process. 

• The co-directors of the show designed the Commemorative Poster.  Each 

winner received a poster to frame for their wall, and extra posters were sold 

on site, with funds going back into the AHSAE.  We received positive 

feedback from the posters, brought in more funding, and we plan to 

continue this next year. 

• 2017- Dick Blick in Atlanta sponsored a special Community Art Project on 

Saturday.  They provided art supplies and two large canvases for anyone 

who would like to participate by adding their own art to the canvases.  A 

raffle drawing was held and two lucky participants won the canvases.  We 

are also so pleased that Elizabeth Hartzell, the new manager at Dick Blick, 

supported our event with Dick Blick bags filled with art supplies, sketch 

books, T-shirts and $500 worth of gift cards.   

• We provided buttons for the exhibitors and winners.  Visiting artists were 

given a button as they entered the exhibit and a photo of the artist with their 

work was taken.  Many of these were posted on our Facebook page. 

• We added award ribbons for the 8 place winners and 8 honorable mention 

winners. 

• We have already started seeking a corporate sponsor for next year so that 

every student who enters work in our show will be awarded a t-shirt. We feel 

that this will be a plus for our show since each teacher can only enter 8 

works and only one per student.  These entries often are the best 8 works 

produced by students from a particular teacher for the entire year: well 

worth a T-shirt to commemorate the honor of submission to our show.  

• The Atlanta Dogwood Festival contributed $500 for the Dogwood People’s 

Choice Award again this year.  The eighth year for this vote in the festival 

exhibition site engaged visitors and encouraged entire families to look more 

closely at the work.  This competition keeps visitors in the exhibition longer 



and gives every piece a chance to be noticed and honored, not just the 

award winners.  We received over 600 votes this year. 

• The Atlanta Dogwood Festival sponsored a special holiday event and 

fundraiser for schools that participate in the AHSAE.  Attendees were given 

the opportunity to purchase and donate art supplies to participating 

schools.  The night was festive and the donations were generous.  This was a 

particularly special event, given the monetary cuts that have occurred in 

many of our schools. Three former winners displayed work that night: R. 

Bivings, E. Machado, and S. Black. 

• The AHSAE Facebook page continued posting new information throughout 

the spring with daily updates about sponsor awards, past artist 

achievements, photos, upcoming date announcements, etc.  We used the 

vent option as well, garnering hundreds of likes and page visits.  After the 

festival parents, artists, artists’ friends and teachers visited the pages, too, 

to tag the art and link back to their schools and students.  AHSAE will 

continue to add on to the page to maintain a flow from year to year. Both 

http://www.ahsae.info/ and http://www.artthrowdown.com/ are updated 

continually throughout the season.  Cheryl Myrbo has been creating the sites 

with html using code, and will be updating and modernizing the Throwdown 

site before next year’s event.  

• The AHSAE/Dogwood Art Throwdown scrimmage added college teams, 

landscape drawing, and a Poster challenge theme.  Their challenge was: In 

the aftermath of the collapsed 85 bridge “how would you solve the bridge 

problem?” 

• The winner of the Poster Challenge was awarded a class at The Abernathy 

Arts Center. 

• The Throwdown team winners won art sketchbooks, supplies and T-shirts 

for each team member. 

• In an effort to recognize the winning Throwdown team, connections with 

the Atlanta Contemporary Museum have been made to create a special 

workshop/tour/event at the Atlanta Contemporary for next year’s winning 

team. 

• Since the festival this year happened after the Interstate 85 bridge collapse, 

we were afraid that we would see a decrease in visitors to our show and the 

festival in general.  However, with working out more precise directions, 

parking and MARTA  instructions along with navigational apps (google 

maps, WAZE) we were amazed at the enormous crowds!  We will continue to 

make sure visitors know about alternative travel choices. 

• The AHSAE in the 2017 Atlanta Dogwood Festival was better than it has ever 

been.  Promotion by the ADF staff prior to the festival was exemplary, not 

only offering more visibility for the work, but sending a message to the 

community that the AHSAE alone is worth a visit. The ADF provided AHSAE 

a full page presence in the event guide “newspaper” which is available free 

http://www.ahsae.info/
http://www.artthrowdown.com/


of charge at all entryways to the festival.  

• The educational opportunity awards continue to get more valuable.  In-kind 

donations from sponsors this year totaled $35,459.  The local, week-long 

campus adventures are accessible to all winners. The SCAD Summer 

Seminar opportunity added one sophomore partial scholarship to the two 

junior tuition free scholarships. The tuition scholarships at The Watkins 

School of Art in Nashville are available to winners for the distant future.  

With the addition of the Art Throwdown and Peoples’ Choice vote, the 

AHSAE epitomizes what an educational, creative, interactive family art 

event can be. 

Measurable results: tangible & intangible  

❖ 2017: two of our winners this year have been accepted to Pratt Institute of 

Art in Brooklyn, NY. 

❖ 2017 Comments from visitors are a testament to the far reaching effects of 

this show. 

o “Art is necessary to evolve the frontal lobes of our brain.  The natural culture 

of indigenous Turtle Island (America) was ideal for doing that.  Let’s get back 

to making our own beautiful clothing so we don’t have to go to a museum to 

fire neurons in our frontal lobes.” –Soaring Eagle 

o “I loved the elephant that got 1st place.” 

o “The art is really wonderful!” –Christina Stek 

o “Extraordinary.” 

o “I hope you continue your passion through college & develop.  These pieces 

are exhibits!  Very talented!” 

o “I’m blown away.” 

o “What awesome talent!!” 

o “#&$ horse head-absolutely breathtaking!” 

o “Don’t even know where to start, it is absolutely beautiful.” 

o “I enjoyed this more than anything in the D.F. itself.  Especially: “Tree of 

Knowledge”, “Stand” (wow) and “Dogwood.” Self-expression at its very best!  

And if this is creation at its beginning may I always be just this young.” 

o “Wonderful, the commitment to art in the schools here.  I hope it continues.” 

o “We never miss this and have been coming here for years!  The high-

schoolers aren’t afraid to try something new.  It’s all so unique!” 

❖ Students are able to sell their artwork directly to the public during the 

three day festival.  Sales have increased from year to year and have 

acquired a following from local art collectors. (Artists give 15% back to the 

AHSAE to help defray costs as well as helping them to be aware of and 

comfortable with this standard practice.) Several students have been asked 

to do commission work.  In 2013 a student was contacted through the 



AHSAE to do a restaurant mural, and another business in 2016.  The 

owner(s) had been searching for the right artist for their businesses for 

several years, and look forward to working with the talented high school 

students. 

❖ The commemorative poster and buttons were hits when introduced in 

2016 and again in 2017, a tradition that we plan to continue. 

❖  Back by popular demand in 2017 is a brochure that showcases work 

from the 2017 show. 

❖ 2017   A thank-you banner for all our sponsors was added to the show          

information as visitors entered the exhibit space. 

❖ 2017 Volunteers who help set up our show included two artists, a 

former museum installer, two “art husbands” and other experienced 

helpers. Their expertise helped expedite the show installation.   

❖ AHSAE has developed a citywide name recognition and destination for 

returning visitors each year.  Numerous visitors make a point to let us know 

the AHSAE did not disappoint them this year and is always the space they 

do not miss when they visit the festival.  Many visitors commented that 

they enjoyed this exhibit more than the professional artists market. 

❖ The 2012 Best of Show artist scored a show in a Bennett Street Gallery 

for the fall of 2014.  Barry Duperon’s show was a tasteful and classy 

addition to his now busy calendar. 

❖ The 2009 Best of Show artist scored a design job with Coca-Cola. 

❖ 2015: A retrospective of AHSAE Best of Shows was displayed at the 

Oglethorpe University Museum of Art Center Gallery.  Best of show winners 

by 7 high school artists (1998, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014) shared 

walls with the work of Salvador Dali, Kimo Minton, Juan Miro, Marc Chagall, 

Alexander Calder, Helen Frankenthaler, Larry Rivers, Jim Dine, Adolph 

Gottlieb, and American composer/artist John Cage with Carl Sumsion. 

❖ 2013 Oglethorpe Museum of Art constructed a new room from the 

museum store and the AHSAE exhibit was the introductory show in the 

space. 

❖ Museum memberships for many participants enable emerging artists 

to benefit from the many exhibits that are available during the year.  The 

High Museum of Art, The Hudgens Center for Art and Learning, and the 

Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center donated memberships. 

❖ Many AHSAE winners, especially Best of Show artists, use the line item 

on resumes for college, enabling them to aim higher and broader in their 

pursuits.  The 2012 winner was awarded substantially more funding as a 

result of his honor. 

❖ The Best of Show winner, 2014, gained unexpected notoriety at her 

college campus due to her festival award. 

❖ The Best of Show winner, 2001, works as a full time freelance artist in 

New York City and claims his experience in the AHSAE led directly to his 



career choice. 

❖ The Best of Show winner, 2006, received a $20,000 scholarship to the 

Rhode Island School of Design based partially on AHSAE winning work. 

❖ Atlanta values stories about emerging artists, and the AHSAE gives the 

public what they want.  Every year AHSAE artists are interviewed for local 

television coverage and print media.  In 2013 the pre-festival media 

attention was extensive, with an hour-long in studio Throwdown among 

three schools on CBS Better Mornings in March.  Three two-person teams 

created work, drawing and creating a collage still-life in the space.  Live bits 

were filmed during the pre-dawn hour, with the cameraman moving through 

the work.  Competing artists and John Brandhorst (Grady HS instructor, 

responsible for the Throwdown concept) were interviewed on camera at the 

end of the bit.  Another specifically AHSAE bit was recorded inside the Janet 

S. Day Gallery (AIA campus) a month before the festival.  5 award winners 

talked about their work to the CBS producer.  This edited piece played April 

12, the Friday before the festival.  

❖ In 2016 a mock Throwdown was staged at our Festival sight with 

three schools competing in the early morning for Channel 5, Fox news. 

❖ After the 2013 CBS Better Mornings event AHSAE posted photos of the 

three teams with their teachers and the work on the Facebook page for a 

vote.  This generated flurry of interest and accumulated hundreds of votes.  

The winning team was awarded at the festival along with the Throwdown 

winners in the park. 

❖ SCAD Atlanta began donating a week long Summer Seminars to the 

top junior winner in 2013 and has continued that tradition.  In 2017, two 

Summer Studios were donated with full tuition and an additional partial 

tuition scholarship was added for the top sophomore. 

❖ Watkins College of Art in Nashville, TN continues to donate $26,000 

in tuition scholarships each year. 

❖ The Mona Lisa cutout photo opportunity continues to attract festival 

visitors to the AHSAE location. 

❖      For the second year we used an electronic spreadsheet for the 

teachers to list their submissions and information about the art (county, 

school, teacher, student, year in school, art work category, media used, title 

of work, size, and contact information for student and parents). Labels for 

the show come directly from this spreadsheet, eliminating the need to send 

out multiple e-mails to check spelling on the labels, a definite time-saver. 

❖      In 2013 we began accepting digital entries directly to Dropbox to 

expedite the jurying process.  Teachers were very responsive and seemed 

to appreciate being able to use Dropbox to submit work, eliminating having 

to mail submissions on a CD.  When a request came from a school for a 

Dropbox, all information for submission to the show: directions, entry 

label and electronic spreadsheet were dropped into the folder. 
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History of the AHSAE
by Cheryl Myrbo 
Project Director since 1999

The Youth Art Exhibit, Atlanta high 

school art, was a staple of the Arts Festival 

of Atlanta in the seventies and eighties.  

Renamed the AHSAE (Atlanta High School 

Art Exhibition), this exhibition, hosted by 

the Atlanta Dogwood Festival for over a 

decade, gives visibility for Georgia high 

school artists to as many as 250,000 visitors 

each spring.  Since 2009 the AHSAE has 

been staged in the Piedmont Park 

Conservancy Community Center, an indoor 

gallery space.

 Rewarding the student winners with 

educational opportunities began in 1999.  

This year award-winning artists received 

over $40,000 worth of higher education 

opportunities including:

Tuit ion Scholarships: Watkins 

College of Art, Design & Film (Nashville):  

four scholarships;

SCAD (Savannah College of Art and 

Design): Two Summer Seminars Atlanta 

tuition scholarships;

Presentations: Center for Puppetry 

Arts (Jeff Domke) visits Best Art Department 

with International Puppet presentation;

Classes: Roswell Visual Arts Center, 

Callanwolde Fine Arts Center; Hudgens 

Center for the Arts; Kaleidoscope Studios 

(Decatur); Abernathy Arts Center;

M em ber ships: H igh M useum, 

MOCA (Museum of Contemporary Art), 

MODA (Museum of Design Atlanta),  

Hudgens Center for the Arts, Gwinnett 

Environmental Environmental & Heritage 

Center;

Passes and T ickets:  Atlanta 

Botanical Garden, passes;  William C. 

Carlos Museum, Emory, tickets.

The Atlanta Dogwood Festival sponsors this 

year’s Dogwood People’s Choice Award.  

Binders and Dick Blick awarded 

funds for art supplies. TOCO H ills 

Picture Framing framed the Best of Show, 

as it has since 2000.  Digital Arts Studio 

donated a scan award and 30 printed 

posters.  

The AHSAE itself is a eight-time award 

winner, earning another Gold Award from 

the IFEA (International Festivals and Events 

Association) for last year’s event.

In 2017, over 70 schools and 700 

students submitted work.  The show is 143 

strong with 7 place holders (back). 

In March, 25 pieces were on display in 

a pre-festival mini-show at the Dunwoody   

Art Institute of Atlanta Janet S. Day 

Gallery.

On Sunday at 1pm, in front of the 

AHSAE in the festival, there will be a repeat 

of Art Throwdown-x -- an interscholastic art 

competition.    www.artthrowdown.com

Atlanta High School Art Exhibition

81st Atlanta Dogwood Festival

Piedmont Park
AHSAE 2017

April 7 - 9, 2017

Best of  Show

Clara Bensimon

Elephant

pen and ink

Junior
Riverwood 

International

Charter School 

Dana Munson, 

instructor
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E Entry Form  

Please populate every cell of the spreadsheet.

Teacher Name (s) Teacher Preferred Email Cell Phone Available to volunteer (Y/N)

1

2

3

4

5

6

School County Teacher(First name Last name) Student First Name Student Last  Name Grade Category Medium (lower case only) Title of work Size (Height x Width) In Show In AiAtlanta Mini Show Award Price or NFS Student Email Parent Email Parent Phone # Notes

Instructions: Please complete inventory list below. Make sure student names are spelled correctly for award presentation and display labels. Use standard capitalization, do not 

use all capital letters. Use drop down list in the category column and add additional information as needed in the medium column. 

 

Events 

Pre-festival AHSAE Teacher Appreciation Event  

E-invitation went out to ADF sponsors 

and participating schools. 

ADF board members enjoy meeting our 

young artists. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Best of Show Winner, S. Black 

with Cheryl Myrbo, co-director. 

Her work is on the left. 

S. Black with friends at the 

Holiday Event. 

Two teachers enjoy meeting one of our award 

winners, E. Macado. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Institute of Atlanta Gallery Exhibit and Award Event 

 

Art Institute Mini-Show participants with certificates 

Art Institute Mini-Show participants with certificates 

 

Each student included in the Art Institute Mini Show received a 

certificate featuring their artwork on the front. 



 

 

Wall Signage, Art Institute Gallery Mini-Show /   Sponsor—festival exhibition wall signage 

Roswell Visual Arts Center

History of  the AHSAE
The Youth Art Exhibit, Atlanta high school art, was a staple of the Arts Festival 

of Atlanta in the seventies and eighties.  Renamed the AHSAE (Atlanta High School 

Art Exhibition), this exhibition, hosted by the Atlanta Dogwood Festival for over a 

decade, gives visibility for  Georgia high school artists to as many as 250,000 visitors 

each spring.  Since 2009 the AHSAE has been staged in the Piedmont Park 

Conservancy Community Center during the festival, an indoor gallery space.

 Rewarding the student winners with educational opportunities began in 1999.  

This year  award-winning artists received over $40,000 worth of higher education 

opportunities including:

Tuition Scholarships: Watkins College of Art, Design & Film (Nashville):  four 

scholarships;

SCAD (Savannah College of Art and Design): Two Summer Seminars Atlanta 

tuition scholarships;

Presentations: Center for Puppetry Arts (Jeff Domke) visits Best Art 

Department with International Puppet presentation;

Classes: Roswell Visual Arts Center, Callanwolde Fine Arts Center; Hudgens 

Center for Art and learning; Kaleidoscope Studios (Decatur); Abernathy Arts Center;

M emberships: High Museum, MOCA (Museum of Contemporary Art), 

MODA (Museum of Design Atlanta),  Hudgens Center  for the Arts, Gwinnett 

Environmental Environmental & Heritage Center;

Passes and Tickets:  Atlanta Botanical Garden, passes;  William C. Carlos 

Museum, Emory, tickets.

The Atlanta Dogwood Festival sponsors this year’s Dogwood People’s Choice 

Award.  

Binders and Dick Blick awarded funds and art supplies. TOCO Hills Picture 

Framing framed the Best of Show, as it has since 2000.  Digital Arts Studio 

donated a scan award and 30 printed posters.  

The AHSAE itself is a eight-time award winner, earning another Gold Award 

from the IFEA (International Festivals and Events Association) for last year’s event.

In 2017, over 70 schools and 700 students submitted work.  The show is 143 

strong with 7 place holders (back).

25 hand-picked pieces were on display in a pre-festival mini-show in March at the 

Dunwoody Art Institute of  Atlanta Janet S. Day Gallery.

On Sunday at 1pm, in front of the AHSAE in the festival, there will be a repeat of 

Art Throwdown-x -- an interscholastic art competition among several high schools and 

colleges.    www.artthrowdown.com

Cheryl Myrbo has been directing the AHSAE for 18 years.  Becky Raffalovich will 

be assuming the AHSAE Director position in 2018.



 

Above: Two of our artist volunteers helping install the exhibit. 

Our 2017 show installed 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2017 AHSAE Show 



 

J. Enders Alpharetta HS: exhibitor, AHSAE winner, and Throwdown participant 

and winner. 

                

Jackson, Landmark Christian /S. Elliott, Druid Hills HS/K. Gee, Paideia School 

Below:  A few of the dozens of exhibiting artist visitors to the show. 

 



                           

   C. Hernandez, New Manchester                 A. Pilson, Norcross HS 

 

                                  Eighth Place winner M. Spencer 



 

Using an art exhibition as a teaching tool. 

 

These are the buttons given to the artists and Throwdown challenge 

participants. 



AHSAE/Dogwood Festival Art Throwdown (Sunday) 

                         

 

     

Face to Face competition  

 Face to Face judging 



 

  

 

   Winner 

 

 

 

Revised logo (better 

format for a variety of 

uses, including a new 

2018 button). 

 

Face to Face Challenge 

competitors 

 

J. Jiang, Face to Face 

Challenge winner 



                          
Live model, 5 minute pose 

 



 

 

Live model, top 5 winners 



 

 

            

Poster challenge participants get 

started. 

Winner, landscape drawing 

The Throwdown team from Holy 

Spirit Preparatory School visits 

the exhibit. 

 



 

 

 

 

Top three winners in Poster Challenge 



AHSAE/Throwdown Volunteers

 

  

 

 

 

 

Two volunteers greet visitors at the door. Volunteer from The SHOW assists during 

the Art Throwdown. 

AHSAE exhibitor/ volunteer  (The 

blue festival shirts designate the 

volunteers.) 

 

2016 NABL Champions Atlanta Show, Amber Singleton (judge), Cheryl Myrbo, Eric Guerra and  

representatives from the Atlanta NABL basketball team. Several players volunteered their time to help us 

out on Sunday for the Art Throwdown.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/amber.singleton.399
https://www.facebook.com/cheryl.myrbo
https://www.facebook.com/artthrowdown/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mona Lisa Cutout/photo opportunity  

 

Festival Saturday:  Dick Blick, sponsor, Community Art Project, just opening up. 



               

 

 

Festival Award Event 

  

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Myrbo and John 

Brandhorst Announce Art 

Throwdown winners 

Winners 

Brian Hill, ADF chairman, appreciation 

to Cheryl Myrbo commemorating 19 

years of chairmanship of the AHSAE. 



 

 

 

 

 

People’s Choice Award Winner 

A.Tester 

 Tree of Knowledge 

Roswell High School 

Announced at the awards event 

Voting for Peoples’ Choice 

Award 

 



 

 

 

                          

 

Best of Show Winner 

C. Bensimon 

Riverwood International Charter 

School 

Elephant 

C. Bensimon at Art Institute mini-

show with winning artwork, 

framed by Toco Hills Picture 

Framing. 

W. Davis, third place winner with 

work titled “The Long Goodbye” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AHSAE 

Atlanta High School Art Exhibition 

81st Atlanta Dogwood Festival 

____________________________
__________ volunteered  

____________ hours for the 
Atlanta High School Art Exhibition,  

part of the 81st Atlanta Dogwood 
Festival, on 

___________________. 

Thank you! 

__________________________ 

Susan O’Neill 

Volunteer Coordinator 

AHSAE 

81st Atlanta Dogwood Festival 

404.483.3862 

sro.ahsae@gmail.com 

Volunteer Sign-up Schedule, 
2017 (page one of two, 
condensed) 
    --Teachers distribute this to their 
students and return it two weeks 
before the festival. 
 

Thank you for offering to help 

out this year!  Please indicate 

which slot(s) you want (name, 

email, cell#, parent's cell#).  This 

job requires constant attention from 

you to protect the student art.  You 

must be at your post throughout 

your volunteer shift.  Request a 

signature/form if you want 

community service hour credit at 

the end of your time.   

Parking:  TBA. Last year we did 

this, but it may change:  Park in 

the garage next to the Hyatt Atlanta 

Hotel at Peachtree and 10th Street, 

999 Peachtree Parking.  

Volunteers Entrance is located on 

Peachtree Place between 

Peachtree and Juniper.  A 

volunteer should be there to give 

you a parking pass.  

Check in:  Plan to arrive in the 

park 30 minutes before your 

shift.  When you enter the festival, 

find the Dogwood Volunteer Booth.  

This is NOT located at the AHSAE.  

You will be on a list for the AHSAE 

there.  Before you head to the 

AHSAE gallery you will receive a t-

shirt, meal discount coupon, and, if 

you did not receive one at the 

parking deck, a parking lot 

voucher.  If you help Thursday, 

there is parking beside the space. 

Make sure you are sent to the 

AHSAE, high school art, inside 

the Community Center.  If you 

have difficulty doing this, please 

have ADF coordinator give me a 

call:  404.483.3862.  We are 

counting on you here, and 

sometimes the booth sends 

volunteers to the children's area by 

mistake. 

Restrooms:  Private bathrooms 

are available to volunteers only; 

NO visitors, friends or family are 

allowed to use the PPC restrooms.  

(Unless badged, i.e., security, 

officials, festival staff) 

We are located just inside the 12th 

Street entrance to Piedmont Park 

off Piedmont Road inside the PPC 

Community Center.  AHSAE 

shares the building with Willy's 

Mexicana Grill, 1071 Piedmont 

Ave NE.  

Gallery Duties, three positions:  

•door   •table   •walk-about 

---stand at door and greet visitors 
with “Welcome to the high school 
art exhibition” 

---hand out ballot (one vote per 
visitor) for People's Choice vote / 
award Friday and Saturday;  

---walk through gallery to pick up 
trash;  

---alert us (Cheryl, Becky, Susan) 
about security issues (touching art, 
etc.); 

---enjoy the perfect weather and 
the extraordinary show; 

Volunteer Community Service Record Form (high school) 

 

Dick Blick donations for awards package, for 

all place and HM winners. 

 

https://plus.google.com/102705735943769366653/about?gl=us&hl=en
https://plus.google.com/102705735943769366653/about?gl=us&hl=en
https://plus.google.com/102705735943769366653/about?gl=us&hl=en


---let us know of any requests, 
questions, etc.  

(Volunteer form, page 2) 

Thursday April 6: 9:30am -- show 
set-up, most of the day--call 
404.483.3862 
1.- 3. 
Shifts: Friday April 7 after school 
until 8pm; festival open until 11pm 

 6pm - gallery duties  
1.-3. 
6pm - 8pm - gallery duties 
1.-4. 
Saturday April 8, 10 am - 8 pm; 
festival open until 11 pm 

10am - NOON - gallery duties 

1.  -4. 

NOON - 2pm - gallery duties 

1. – 6. 

2pm - 4pm - gallery duties 

1. – 6. 

4pm - 6pm - gallery duties 

1. – 6. 

6pm - 8pm - gallery duties 

1.-3. 

Sunday April 9, AHSAE and Art 
Throwdown (competitive live 
sketching on lawn)    10 am - 6 pm, 

teardown until finished (8-9 pm) 

10am - NOON gallery duties, 
Throwdown model/chair set up 

1.-4. 

NOON - 2pm gallery duties, 
Throwdown assistance 

1.-8. 

2pm - 4pm - gallery duties, 
Throwdown assistance 

1.-8. 

4pm - 6pm (begin tear down) 

1.-6. 

6pm - ? (Tear down--car can come 
behind Willy's and park in lot after 
8 p.m., traffic allowing.  If before 7, 
tell security guard you are here to 
help AHSAE) 

1.-6. 

Email form back so I can 
coordinate this with other 
volunteers.  THANKS! 
Susan O’Neill, AHSAE Volunteer 
Coordinator:  
sro.ahsae@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

webpage:  

www.ahsae.info 

WHAT:  The 8 time 

award-winning Atlanta 

High School Art 

Exhibition (AHSAE) is a 

tradition established by the 

Arts Festival of Atlanta in 

the early 1970’s to 

recognize and encourage 

the fine quality of art 

created by area high 

school students.  Drawing 

entries from art students 

from twelve regional 

Atlanta counties, this 

competitive juried event 

takes place in this year’s 

81st annual Atlanta 

Dogwood Festival in 

Piedmont Park. AHSAE 

showcases the best, most 

creative high school 

student work being done 

today.  Awards in 2017 are 

worth over $40,000. 

 

WHO:  High School 

Students:  Freshman, 

Sophomore, Junior, and 

Senior.  Home schooled 

students are welcome.  

Each teacher may enter up 

to 8 artworks; one entry 

per student, in any 

medium (painting, 

drawing, glass, 

printmaking, jewelry, 

mixed media, 

photography, sculpture, 

pottery, graphic design 

including digital 

manipulation, fashion, 

architectural design, etc.) 

produced by high school 

students on the school site 

or related to the high 

Art Call which went out to all instructors/school/art 

coordinators in early January (below) 

mailto:sro.ahsae@gmail.com
http://www.cherylmyrbo.com/dogwoodlink.html


 

 

school curriculum with 

one artwork per student. 

WHERE:  Exhibition will 

take place at the Dogwood 

Festival in Piedmont Park, 

April 7 - 9, 2017. 

WHEN:  Final exhibition 

in Piedmont Park, April 7-

9, 2016.  Submissions 

posted to Dropbox by 5 

pm, February 23.   

JUDGES: Martha Cook 

(Callanwolde), Taylor 

Bareford (Art Institute) 

and SCAD Atlanta TBA; 

websites linked from 

webpage.  The jury uses a 

blind process:  judges see 

the jpg image of the work, 

the artist’s age and details 

about the work -- without 

knowing the school or 

instructor. 

IMPORTANT 2016 

DATES   

April 7-9, 2016: Atlanta 

Dogwood Festival  

DROPBOX/CD 

SUBMISSIONS 

February 23, 5 pm. 

Images Received in 

Dropbox: Becky 

Raffalovich  

braffalovich.ahsae@gmail.c

om (email for invitation 

ASAP) 

ART DELIVERY 

March 4, Saturday, 

11am – 3pm 

2372 Strathmore Drive NE 

Atlanta 30324-4229 

Or 

1424 Stepstone Way 

Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

March 5, Sunday, 

Noon – 3pm 

King Plow loading dock** 

887 West Marietta St NW  

Atlanta, GA 30318 

 **watch for ground signs 

at dock; do NOT park in 

any King Plow lot; pull in 

to loading dock, unload, 

exit.   

When you arrive, call:  

404.561.2204 or 678-463-

0877 

April 10, 4 pm:  Award 

presentation (combined 

with Throwdown winners) 

in Piedmont Park, Atlanta 

Dogwood Festival. (All 

work displayed here)  

GENERAL 

INFORMATION: 

The 81st Dogwood 

Festival in Piedmont 

Park April 7-9, 2017  

will feature the Atlanta 

High School Art 

Exhibition, AHSAE, 

inside the PPC 

Community Center.  

Drawing entries from high 

school art students from 

twelve regional Atlanta 

counties, this competitive, 

juried exhibition 

showcases the best student 

work being done today. 

 

MISSION:  Atlanta High 

School Art Exhibition 

(AHSAE) encourages 

young artists to reinvent 

and take risks with their 

art.  AHSAE is an 

exhibition of artworks 

representing creativity and 

ingenuity within a broad 

cross-section of high 

school programs and 

facilities throughout the 

Atlanta region.  Instructors 

are encouraged to submit 

unique, non-traditional as 

well as traditional work by 

their students.  Artworks 

are judged as work 

produced by high school 

students and not as 

professional art in general.  

There is no theme.  Work 

is judged on the criteria of 

http://kingplow.com/location-2/
http://kingplow.com/location-2/
http://kingplow.com/location-2/


 

 

originality, creativity, 

follow through, and good 

craftsmanship.   

ELIGIBILITY:  The 

competition is open to all 

high school students, 

grades nine through 

twelve.  Home schooled 

students are welcome.  

Work must have been 

created on the school site 

or related to the school 

curriculum from March 1, 

2016 through February 23, 

2017.  No work produced 

during the Governor’s 

Honors program in 

Valdosta is eligible.   

Acceptable media: 

painting, drawing, glass, 

printmaking, jewelry, 

mixed media, 

photography, sculpture, 

pottery, graphic design 

including digital 

manipulation, fashion, 

architectural design, etc. 

Please contact project 

coordinator in advance 

about questionable media, 

large (over 6 feet) or 

fragile pieces. 

Teachers may submit up 

to eight artworks.  Each 

student may submit one 

work.  

DROPBOX 

INSTRUCTIONS:   

File Name for jpgs 

(images) as follows:  

school(hyphen)instructorla

stname(hyphen)artistlastna

me(hyphen)artistyearinsch

ool(hyphen)AbbreviatedTi

tle(hyphen)medium(hyphe

n)heightXwidth.  (Height x 

width in inches.)  

!).  You may abbreviate the 

medium, i.e., AoC, CH, 

OoC, PN, W, O, etc.   

For instance:  

● Norcross-Cronon-

Artist-Senior-

Pandemonium-

AoC-36x24.jpg  
● MillCreek-

Lasseter-Artist-

Junior-Circus-

charcoalonpaper-

24x38.jpg  
Or a 3D piece:  

● NAtlanta-

Brandhorst-Artist-

Sophomore-

Gnome-clay-

18x24x12.jpg  
  

Image files should be less 

than 2.25 MB. The 

resolution (pixels per inch) 

of the file is not important; 

just make sure the images 

you submit are larger than 

1024x768 without 

breaching the 2.25 MB 

limit.  For 3D work submit 

front and side images.  

Misrepresented original 

art (manipulated jpg 

images) will be rejected.  

Feel free to submit an 

additional close-up of 

detailed work that may be 

overlooked in a larger 

image. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF 

ACCEPTED 

SUBMISSIONS:  An 

email announcement of 

accepted work will be sent 

out ASAP (2/28/17) after 

the judging.   

PRESENTATION: FOR 

DELIVERY March 5,6:   

Back and matt two 

dimensional work; wire 

substrates--work must be 

exhibit ready.  No glass:  

Plexiglas only please.   

Attach artwork entry form 

(file on website) to the 

back of each piece. Orient 

the form on the back so 

that the piece will hang 

with the correct 

orientation.  Encourage 

artists to accompany the 

work with an artist 

statement that may be 

displayed with the art in 

the AHSAE and/or read by 

the judges. Please let us 

know if your artwork 

requires the display of the 

statement. 

LIABILITY:  The 

Atlanta Dogwood 



 

 

Festival and AHSAE will 

take every precaution 

against damage or theft, 

but will not be responsible 

for damage or loss--

whatever the cause--at any 

of the mini-shows, at the 

festival, in the storage 

locations, or in transit.  

Please keep this in mind 

when deciding which work 

to submit.  Artists are 

encouraged to carry their 

own insurance. 

AWARDS:  Awarding of 

the prizes are at the 

discretion of the judges.  

Awards focus on 

supplementing the artist’s 

training by offering 

scholarships and 

opportunities to attend 

workshops and classes 

throughout Atlanta while 

in high school.  (2016 

awards are listed on 

webpage.)  Award winning 

artists must attend an 

award event to receive 

their award. Awards will 

also be presented to the 

winners during the 

Dogwood Festival on 

April 9 in the PPC 

Community Center, 1071 

Piedmont Ave NE, Atlanta, 

GA 30309.  This is in the 

same building directly 

behind Willy’s Mexicana 

Grill. 

Art Institute Display of 

work – a group of 

selected pieces from the 

show will be on display. 

 

ALL accepted work will 

hang in the Atlanta 

Dogwood Festival in 

April inside the PPC 

Community Center, just 

inside the 12th Street 

entrance to Piedmont 

Park.   

 

THROWDOWNx:  A 

live model sketching 

competition will be held in 

the festival on Sunday 

again this spring.  Contact 

Director for details.  

Deadline for participation 

announced in March. 

STORAGE:  Accepted 

work not exhibited around 

Atlanta before the festival 

will be stored securely at 

King Plow (ADF office) 

until the Dogwood 

Festival.   

 

For access to a non-

awarding-winning piece 

for display elsewhere 

between March 7 and 

April 7 contact Cheryl 

Myrbo.  We will help you 

locate the piece, but you 

must provide the courier to 

pick up and return the 

piece to the Director’s 

home (or King Plow) 

before the festival set-up 

days. 

 

SECURITY:  Works 

accepted into the 

Dogwood Festival will be 

secured in King Plow 

unless displayed 

throughout Atlanta.   

 

Large 3D pieces and 

unusually fragile pieces 

must be delivered to the 

festival location (and 

award exhibit if 

appropriate) and picked 

up by the artist or 

family.    

Work in the festival will 

be secured overnight 

inside the PPC 

Community Center.  The 

Dogwood Festival, 

AHSAE, and Project 

Director accept no 

responsibility for work 

remaining after pick-up 

date. Any work left will be 

available to pick up only at 

Phoenix High School, 501 

West Pike Street, 

Lawrenceville, GA 30046. 

http://kingplow.com/location-2/


 

 

 

PICK-UP:  After the 

festival, unsold artwork 

may be picked up at the 

Community Center in the 

Dogwood Festival after 

6pm on Sunday, April 9.  

No work can be picked up 

before this time.  

(Extenuating 

circumstances only)  Work 

can be picked up after the 

awards ceremony Sunday 

afternoon.  If you do not 

attend the ceremony, work 

must be picked up between 

the hours of 7-9 pm.  By 

that time, you should be 

able to temporarily park 

behind the building while 

you pick up your work. 

Parking spaces are few, so 

only temporary parking 

will be available.   

If someone other than the 

artist is picking up, please 

e-mail Becky Raffalovich 

braffalovich.ahsae@gmail.

com so that they can be 

added to the sign –out 

sheet. 

Artwork picked up by the 

student, parent, instructor, 

friend, etc., must be 

signed out.   

We look forward to seeing 

your students’ work! 

~Cheryl Myrbo 

  AHSAE Project Director 

  404.561.2204 cell 

  

mailto:cherylmyrbo@gmai

l.com 

  

 

ahsae:  www.ahsae.info 

throwdown:  

www.artthrowdown.com

Dogwood:  

www.dogwood.org 

mailto:braffalovich.ahsae@gmail.com
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mailto:cherylmyrbo@gmail.com
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Student’s Name (please 

print)____________________________________ 

“I accept Security and Liability terms of AHSAE. “Acceptance into this 

show is your assurance that art work will be picked up by you or your 

representative on Sunday, April 9, 2017 by 9 pm at the festival site. 

Signed_______________________________________________________ 

School (or home schooled)_______________________________________ 

Student Mailing address: # and street_____________________________ 

City, Zip code_________________________________________________ 

County of school_______________________________________________ 

Student email_________________________________________________ 

Student Cellphone_____________________________________________ 

Parent email and/or telephone___________________________________ 

Title of artwork________________________________________________ 

Medium______________________________________________________ 

 

Price* (not for sale = NFS)___________*include 15% for a commission 

         to AHSAE 

in the total. 
Student Age _____years 

Senior____Junior____Sophomore____Freshman____(mark one) 

 

Art instructor: email address and cell phone # 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
 

STUDENT: Would you like to volunteer during the festival April 7, 8, 9? As 

a student you can earn community service hours.  Please email Susan 

O’Neill sro.ahsae@gmail.com for more information. 
  

NOTE:  Award winners must be present (or send representative) at award 

event Sunday, April 9, 4-5 pm in the Dogwood Festival AHSAE exhibition 

to receive award.  Details via email first week of April.   
Must artist statement be displayed with work? (yes) (no) 

ArtistStatement______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

STUDENT LOAN FORM AND 

IDENTIFICATION LABEL:  

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

   

ATTACH TO EACH PIECE. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Becky Raffalovich and Cheryl Myrbo Co-Directors AHSAE 

This page from the ADF Festival Guide (available 

free to all festival goers) was devoted to the 

AHSAE. 



 

 

 

 


