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IN THE SUMMER OF 2016, CHILDREN AGES 8 TO 
18 PARTICIPATED IN THE SOUTHERN EXPOSURES 
YOUTH NATURE PHOTO CONTEST.
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www.valleylandfund.com  •  www.quintamazatlan.com

SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR CONTEST
Anytime between June and July 30th, 2016!

 
EASY SUBMISSION STEPS (latest date is Saturday, July 30th)

 1. Visit Website for Rules & Guidelines and Registration Form

  quintamazatlan.com OR valleylandfund.com

 2. Complete the Registration Form

 3. Put Your Images on a Flash Drive (USB thumb drive or DVD)

 4. Submit Your Images and Registration Form (two options)

  a. Hand deliver to  Quinta Mazatlan, 

   600 Sunset Drive, McAllen (check website for hours)

  b. Mail to the Valley Land Fund, 

   2400 N. 10th Street-Ste. A, McAllen, TX 78501

THE VALLEY LAND FUND
AND QUINTA MAZATLAN

ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE

winners
• Free Contest
• Free T-shirt
• Free Awards Ceremony for Family & Friends

• A winning image from every contestant 

 will be shown on the BIG Outdoor Screen 

 at the Awards Ceremony

• Free Summer Fun & Learning

• Cash Prizes (top winners in categories by age group)

• A Traveling Exhibit will be created featuring the winning images

2CONTEST
AGE
GROUPS

7CONTEST
CATEGORIES

dates
SUMMER
CONTEST

Division I
 8 to 12 years

Division II
13 to 18 years

• Birds & Mammals

• All Other Wildlife

• Landscape
 & Waterscape

• Plant Life
• Ranches & Farms

• Dusk to Dawn

• Patterns in Nature

June to July, 2016
Take Nature Photos

in the Rio Grande Valley

July 30th, Saturday
Submit Photos by Deadline

August 18th, Thursday
Attend the

Awards Ceremony at

Quinta Mazatlan, 7 pm

For Ages
8 to 18

www.facebook.com/
McAllenQuintaMazatlan
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The Youth Nature Photo Contest, Southern 

Exposures, is in its eighth year.  It was created 

for the children of South Texas to learn more about 

nature while having fun in the summertime.  The 

enrichment program encourages children to explore 

the natural areas in the eight counties of South Texas by 

documenting and photographing native wildlife and its 

habitat.  

The contest calls for all budding photographers from 

ages 8 to 18 to photograph in June and July and enter 

the FREE contest online.  Photo workshops are held 

at Quinta Mazatlan during the summer. Professionals 

teach children the “tricks of the trade”. 

All participants, family, and friends, are invited to the 

FREE Awards Ceremony at Quinta Mazatlan in August.  

Every child sees one of their submissions on the big LED 

screen outdoors and all are winners.

Children are the 
future stewards 
of the land!  Their 
connection to the 
land is important to 
their development 
and the earth’s 
future!

Introduction
AND BACKGROUND 

YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER SHARES HER 
PHOTO OF A YUCCA PLANT BLOOMING 
IN THE SUMMERTIME.

32 
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Children were encouraged to take their 

technology outdoors and use it to create a 

unique connection with nature.  The use of all 

types of cameras was encouraged, from cell 

phones and tablets to point and shoots or 

DSLRs.  Getting kids outdoors to connect with 

nature and be a part of experiential learning 

over the summer was an important objective 

of the program.  

For the 8th annual Southern Exposures 

Youth Nature Photo Contest, amateur 

photographers between the ages of 8 and 18 

years were encouraged to take nature photos 

during June and July of 2016 and submit them 

in various categories for the contest.  There 

was no fee for entering, and each participant 

received a free T-shirt and invitation to the 

Awards Ceremony at Quinta Mazatlan.  

Registration for the contest and submission of 

the photos took place online.  The participants 

were divided into two divisions based on their 

age groups: Division I  ages 8 to 12, Division II 

ages 13 to 18.

Photographs could be submitted in any of 

the seven categories. The purpose of this 

contest was to motivate young, amateur 

photographers to explore the native habitats 

of the RGV around them while photographing 

and documenting their experience.   

AND PURPOSEDescription

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER, RUTH HOYT, 
TAUGHT PHOTO WORKSHOPS AT QUINTA 
MAZATLAN CREATED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE 
SEVEN CONTEST CATEGORIES.

“I have a passion for working with and sharing 
my knowledge about nature and photography 
with young people of all ages. I immediately 
see the connection they make with nature and 
know that my work has value. After all, the 
youths of today are the Earth’s caretakers of 
tomorrow and beyond.”  

—Ruth Hoyt, 
Professional wildlife photographer and teacher
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The target audience for this program 

was 6 to 18 year olds spending the 

summer in the Rio Grande Valley. 

By encouraging participants to use 

cameras, smartphones, or tablets to 

document the wild world around them, 

more participants were able to enter the 

contest no matter what type of equipment 

was available to them.  In addition, nature 

centers offered families the opportunity to 

“check-out” cameras on the property. 

Photos could be taken anywhere in the Rio 

Grande Valley, whether they were from a 

city back yard, a street, a school, a nature 

preserve, or a private ranch.  This flexibility 

allowed many prospective participants the 

ability to take and submit photos online to 

the contest.

“I signed my kids up originally because I remember taking classes in McAllen when I was about his 
age then and I really loved it so I thought they might enjoy learning something about taking good 
pictures.  The youth photo contest encouraged their interest in nature!” 

—Jenny Mowers, 
Mother of Youth Photographers

SEVERA ZAMBRANO (GRANDMOTHER), RUTH HOYT 
(PHOTOGRAPHER-TEACHER), NATHAN MOWERS 

(10), RYAN MOWERS (16), JENNY MOWERS (MOTHER), 
TIMOTHY MOWERS (7), BECKY BERRY (AUNT).  

AUDIENCETarget
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Over 170 budding photographers 
from across the Rio Grande Valley 
entered the photo contest, each 

submitting his or her 
best photographs to be judged by 

professional photographers 
and leaders in the community.

76

NUMBER OF
PARTICIPANTSAttendance

Youth Photo Contest

Photo Workshops

Contest Awards Ceremony

Traveling Exhibit

June and July

June and July

August

October to May

EVENT DATE ATTENDANCE

173 Youth Photographers

228 Students

350 Families/Friends

1.8 Million Viewers

2016 SOUTHERN EXPOSURES PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
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CONTEST
Budding photographers from across the Rio Grande Valley 

traveled to nature centers from Roma to South Padre Island 

for that winning image over the summer months.

WORKSHOPS
The photo workshops at Quinta Mazatlan were a big hit 

with children and teens involved in the contest.  

Other nature centers across the valley incorporated 

photography into their camps and encouraged 

submissions to the contest.

AWARDS CEREMONY
The “green carpet” was rolled out and the large LED 

screen featured a winning photograph from every youth 

participant!  One could hear the excitement from the different family groups when they saw 

“their child’s image” on the big screen at night! Winners in the seven contest categories by age 

group came on stage, received flowers, and cash prizes in addition to a short interview with 

the renowned wildlife videographer Richard Moore.  

TRAVELING EXHIBIT
Following the contest, the traveling exhibit went to over 5 key locations in South Texas to 

display the valley’s natural heritage and showcase the talents of the young artists.  

	 •	 McAllen	International	Airport:	Reached	1.8	Million	people	(9	month	exhibit)

	 •	 Art	Incubator:	Reached	250-300	people	(1	day	exhibit,	artwalk	–	1	month	gallery	exhibit)

	 •	 Charles	Clark	Dealership:	Reached	750-1000	people	(4	week	exhibit)

	 •	 Palmfest:	Reached	25,000	–	30,000	people	(3	day	exhibit)

	 •	 Glady’s	Porter	Zoo:	Reached	10,000	–	15,000	people	(2	week	exhibit)

Activities
AND ENTERTAINMENT
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Area school districts were contacted to distribute 

the Youth Photo Contest information to teachers 

and families regarding the summer enrichment 

opportunity prior to the end of the school year.  

Photography clubs from different school districts 

participated in the free summer program.

The contest took place in the summer 

months of June and July of 2016 and 

was driven by family participation.  

Many students used their photographs 

and summer experiences in their back 

to school reports in the fall.

98

Local School
INVOLVEMENT
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Quinta Mazatlán’s “Main Event” is supporting the 

development of our young leaders and inspiring 

youth to enjoy and appreciate the environment.  

The Southern Exposures Youth Nature Photo 

Contest challenges children in two behaviors and 

their reward is that beautiful photograph and the 

grand Awards Ceremony!

#1 Children who care about birds and wildlife will 

learn to be more environmentally savvy in order to 

better protect native habitat in their region.

#2 Observing nature requires patience and 

quiet watchfulness. The children are using all of 

their senses as they explore the outdoors around 

them, and that is often conveyed through their 

photographs.

“Quinta Mazatlan, cherished locally and 
recognized internationally, is a sanctuary 
connecting people to the history, beauty, 
and wonder of our natural world.”

— Quinta Mazatlan, Mission Statement

GABRIELA ASTORGA SUBMISSION FOR DUSK TO DAWN

Tie-In of Program
TO MAIN EVENT

WHITE-TAILED DEER PHOTOGRAPHED BY 
BRANDON CERELLI FOR THE BIRDS AND 
MAMMALS CATEGORY.
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Program Budget
TOTAL PROGRAM INCOME
Robert L. Townsend Endowment  ..................................................  $12,000

Private Funding/Sponsorships  ..........................................................  $15,000

TOTAL FUNDS .............................................................................  $27,000

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES
Professional Photographer/Coach  ..................................................  $5,000

Marketing/Public Relations  ...................................................................  $2,000

Multimedia Show  ............................................................................................ $1,500

T-Shirts  .....................................................................................................................  $1,000

Winning Images Showcase  ....................................................................  $1,000

Portable Traveling Educational Displays  ..................................... $4,500

Cash Awards  ......................................................................................................  $5,000

Administration/Operational Overhead  ........................................  $7,000

TOTAL EXPENSES  ....................................................................  $27,000

IN-KIND DONATIONS 
MARKETING:  Area newspapers, radio, TV, social media, Parks 

& Recreation Departments, school districts, nature centers, 

NANPA, ICF and more.

VOLUNTEERS:  Professional judges, NANPA volunteers working 

with youth, area Master Naturalist groups working with the 

youth, ranchers and more

EQUIPMENT/OTHER:  Images for Conservation Fund (ICF) 

donated online portal for the submission of photographs

FACILITIES FOR WORKSHOPS & AWARDS CEREMONY:  
The City of McAllen-Quinta Mazatlan
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VALLEY LAND FUND (VLF)
This is the 8th annual summer youth photo 

contest in partnership with the Valley Land 

Fund (VLF) and Quinta Mazatlan (QM).  VLF 

works to secure the donors for the contest and 

handles the judging and on-line submissions. 

SPONSORS
This investment in the education of the 

children is priceless.  Sponsorship leadership 

includes: Magic Valley Electric Cooperative, 

H-E-B, AgriLife Extension, and City of McAllen.

NATURE CENTERS ACROSS THE VALLEY
The RGV Association of Nature Center 

Administrators (ANCA) was involved in 

disseminating information across the Valley 

and encouraging all site participation.  Many 

offered the contestants free access to their 

centers and incorporated nature photography 

into their summer camps/programs.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Area school districts were contacted to 

distribute the Youth Photo Contest information 

to teachers and families regarding the summer 

enrichment opportunity prior to the end of 

the school year.  

NORTH AMERICAN NATURE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ASSOCIATION
Members of NANPA volunteered in the 

summer to assist with teaching the workshops.

PARKS & RECREATION
The City of McAllen Parks & Recreation ran 

an ad in their summer brochure printing 

of 20,000 to area schools, libraries, and 

community centers.  Community Centers 

involved “nature photography” in their camps 

and encouraged camper contest submission.

PROFESSIONAL JUDGES
The Valley Land Fund recruited professional 

judges for the youth contest.  All three judges 

donated their time and talents. 

	 •	Karine	Aigner,	Photo Editor, Washington, D.C.

	 •	Shannon	Hibberd,	Photo Editor, Maryland

	 •	Kim	Rothe,	Texas Wildlife Magazine Editor, Texas

MEDIA SPONSORSHIP SUPPORT
	 •	Website	&	Social	Media

   Facebook-92,798 users 

   Listed on the VLF web page

	 •	Logos	in	Multi-Media	Show	

	 •	Logos	in	Traveling	Exhibition	

	 •	Newspapers	(283,000	readers),	Magazines

	 •	TV-	421,410	viewers

Group INVOLVEMENT
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The Valley Land Fund and Quinta Mazatlan
Southern Exposures Youth Nature Photo Contest

is in its 8th year.  

TIMELINE:  Summer Enrichment Program

 June 1 Begin taking photos anywhere in the Rio Grande Valley

 June to July Y outh Photography Workshops at Quinta Mazatlan

 July 30  Contest Submission Deadline Online

 August 7 Winners (parents/family notified)

  All participants will have a winning image featured 

  in the multi-media show.

 August 18 Awards Ceremony and Multi-media Show at Quinta Mazatlan, 7pm to 9pm 

 Oct. to May The Traveling Exhibit can be seen for an entire year at 

  key public locations including the McAllen International Airport, 

  Art Incubator, libraries and  sponsor locations.

“My daughter loves art, and photography 
is a form of art. She really enjoyed the 
photography workshops with Ruth Hoyt, 
which were very useful for the contest and 
school projects. We all enjoyed traveling 
to different parks in the summer for 
photography, exploration and enjoyment.”

 —Sylvia Barr,
 Mother of Youth Photographer

1312

Duration OF PROGRAM
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THE ONLY YOUTH NATURE PHOTO CONTEST 
IN SOUTH TEXAS
The Southern Exposures contest is the only youth nature 
photo contest in South Texas and possibly statewide, 
working to encourage an interest in and love of our 
natural heritage.  In today’s modern world, natural settings 
are rapidly diminishing which means the wildlife living 
in these settings are diminishing as well.  The children 
that participate in the contest are provided unique 
opportunities to view native wildlife up close while 
learning to respect the creature and its habitat.  

KIDS LOVE TECHNOLOGY
By allowing participants to use all types of cameras, 
including smartphones and tablets, and providing free 
registration accessible through any web browser, this 
contest was uniquely designed to attract participants from 
across the Rio Grande Valley.  In addition, Quinta Mazatlan 
had 24 cameras, which participants could check out for 
use on the property.

FREE CONTEST FOR ALL IN SOUTH TEXAS
The contest and the awards ceremony were free to all 
participants in the Rio Grande Valley.  Many wildlife 
locations were free to the amateur photographers, and 
they were encouraged to look for plants and animals in 
their own backyards and neighborhoods. Participants also 
received a free T-shirt .

EVERYONE IS A WINNER
The contest culminated with a fun awards ceremony at 
Quinta Mazatlan.  The young photographers invited their 
families and friends out to enjoy an inspirational evening 
where the children shared the wonders of the brush 
country through their eyes.  The outdoor multi-media 
show on the large LED screen featured a winning image 
from every participant.

“Nature photography is a powerful 
tool in the effort for conservation.  
Southern Exposures gets kids 
outdoors looking for subjects, 
discovering angles and engaging in 
an adventure. Viewing the natural 
world through a camera lens provides 
a unique perspective that our children 
may not normally have considered. 
As I see it, Southern Exposures is a 
natural wellspring for young people 
to learn about our South Texas 
wildlife and habitat.” 

—Debralee Rodriguez, 
Executive Director Valley Land Fund

NORTHERN CARDINAL PHOTOGRAPHED 
BY CAYETANO CAPPADONA, YOUTH 
PHOTOGRAPHER IN DIVISION II, 

UNIQUE
AND CREATIVE EVENT 
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THE NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS FOR 
BOTH THE CONTEST 
AND THE PHOTO 
WORKSHOPS HAS 
INCREASED YEAR 
TO YEAR. 

“Photography encourages 
“hybrid thinking” that blends 
technology and natural elements.  
The camera-nature connection 
combines children’s intrinsic 
enjoyment of exploring outdoors 
with their attraction to technology.” 
 
—Kids Afield 

•	 Attendees	for	the	summer	photo	workshops	at	

Quinta Mazatlan increased by 20% from 2015 to 2016. 

•	 The	youth	participation	in	the	photo	contest	

increased 15% from 2015 to 2016.

•	 Throughout	the	contest,	children	honed	new	skills	

and developed an appreciation for the natural and 

cultural heritage of the Rio Grande Valley.  

•	 Children	created	a	connection	with	nature	through	

technology, looking at plants and wildlife through the 

eye of a camera lens.  Instead of using technology to 

stay indoors all summer, they were eager to take their 

technology outdoors into the natural world.

•	 The	summer	enrichment	program	encouraged	

parents to travel with their children to various natural 

parks throughout the Valley, each with its own 

unique habitat and wildlife.  The youth photo contest 

actually works to enrich the lives of the entire family. 

•	 Tourists	to	the	Rio	Grande	Valley	were	exposed	

to the unique nature that can only be found here. 

Photos were displayed in key tourism locations, 

including the McAllen International Airport reaching 

over 1.8 million viewers.

Effectiveness 
AND SUCCESS
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WHAT DID YOU DO TO UPDATE/CHANGE THIS PROGRAM FROM THE 
YEAR BEFORE?  WERE YOUR UPDATES/CHANGES SUCCESSFUL?

EXPANDED OUTREACH:  One of the 

2016 goals was to target students who 

might not receive the information 

on the contest in schools.  Quinta 

Mazatlan worked to create a contact 

list of homeschool groups.  Special 

workshops were arranged for these 

students to come to Quinta Mazatlan, 

use the cameras onsite and enter the 

contest. In addition, Quinta Mazatlan 

offered special programs “off campus” 

at the area libraries to continue to 

reach new students and families 

throughout the summer.

 

EASY SUBMISSION OF PHOTOGRAPHS:  Quinta Mazatlan created a Flickr Account for 

those who took the workshops at Quinta Mazatlan.  This allowed staff to upload a child’s 

photographs and send a link to the parents so they could access them and easily submit for 

the contest.

 

SUCCESS:  Attendees for the summer photo workshops at Quinta Mazatlan increased by 

20% from 2015 to 2016.  The youth that actually submitted their photographs into the contest 

increased by 15%.  In addition,  the homeschool groups have continued to request and book 

special STEM driven programming at Quinta Mazatlan—becoming regular visitors to the 

nature center.

1514
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SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR CONTEST

Anytime between June and July 30th, 2016!

 
EASY SUBMISSION STEPS (latest date is Saturday, July 30th)

 1. Visit Website for Rules & Guidelines and Registration Form

  quintamazatlan.com OR valleylandfund.com

 2. Complete the Registration Form

 3. Put Your Images on a Flash Drive (USB thumb drive or DVD)

 4. Submit Your Images and Registration Form (two options)

  a. Hand deliver to  Quinta Mazatlan, 

   600 Sunset Drive, McAllen (check website for hours)

  b. Mail to the Valley Land Fund, 

   2400 N. 10th Street-Ste. A, McAllen, TX 78501

THE VALLEY LAND FUND
AND QUINTA MAZATLAN

ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE

winners
• Free Contest

• Free T-shirt

• Free Awards Ceremony for Family & Friends

• A winning image from every contestant 

 will be shown on the BIG Outdoor Screen 

 at the Awards Ceremony

• Free Summer Fun & Learning

• Cash Prizes (top winners in categories by age group)

• A Traveling Exhibit will be created featuring the winning images

2CONTEST
AGE
GROUPS

7CONTEST
CATEGORIES

dates
SUMMER
CONTEST

Division I
 8 to 12 years

Division II
13 to 18 years

• Birds & Mammals

• All Other Wildlife

• Landscape

 & Waterscape

• Plant Life

• Ranches & Farms

• Dusk to Dawn

• Patterns in Nature

June to July, 2016
Take Nature Photos

in the Rio Grande Valley

July 30th, Saturday

Submit Photos by Deadline

August 18th, Thursday
Attend the

Awards Ceremony at

Quinta Mazatlan, 7 pm

For Ages
8 to 18

www.facebook.com/
McAllenQuintaMazatlan

This is made possible through the generous support provided by 
the Robert L. Townsend Endowment Fund and the Ed Rachal Foundation

PHOTOS AVAILABLE FOR PRE-PURCHASE TO BENEFIT SOUTH TEXAS CONSERVATION

CEREMONY & MULTIMEDIA SHOW FEATURING 
THE IMAGES TAKEN BY VALLEY CHILDREN
7:30 pm • North Lawn

EXHIBIT & SNACKS
7:00 pm

PHOTO BY: Ryan Mowers (Participant)

FREE Event
for all

ages

Nature Through the Eyes
of Children Shown on a LARGE LED 
Outdoor Screen

AWARDS
CEREMONY

SOUTHERN EXPOSURES

Thursday, August 18, 2016
Quinta Mazatlan World Birding Center

600 Sunset Drive in McAllen

PRINTED MATERIALS

1716

Supporting Materials

Eight Photography Categories:

We are going DIGITAL!  Entrants to submit photos online!

• Birds & Mammals
• All Other Wildlife
• Waterscapes & Landscapes
• Plant Life

• Ranches & Farms
• Dusk to Dawn 
   (includes Night Photography)
• Digital Art

In addition to winning cash prizes, every youth that enters will have a photo featured in the multi-media evening show at the awards ceremony.  The FREE ceremony for all family and friends will be held at Quinta Mazatlan on Thursday, August 18 at 7:00 pm.  FREE t-shirts will be given to youth participants at the Awards Ceremony.
 
Southern Exposures 2016 Youth Nature Photo Contest Online Registration will be hosted by Images for Conservation Fund (ICF).  The Valley Land Fund has partnered with ICF to bring this Online Portal allowing entrants to submit their photos online.  To register go to www.valleylandfund.com and click on the RED REGISTER & SUBMIT IMAGES ICON.
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THE VALLEY LAND FUND AND QUINTA MAZATLAN

SOUTHERN EXPOSURES
N A T U R E  P H O T O  C O N T E S T

PHOTO BY: Ryan Mowers (Participant)

FREE Event
for all

ages
Nature Through the Eyes
of Children Shown on a 
LARGE LED Outdoor Screen

SOUTHERN EXPOSURES

CONTEST FLYER

POSTCARD ANNOUNCEMENT

AWARDS CEREMONY INVITATION
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PROMOTIONAL/MARKETING MATERIALS

1716

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES IN 
THE MONITOR
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INFORMATION PROVIDED TO PARTICIPANTS
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10. DISQUALIFICATION

Violation of any of these rules or federal, state or local laws by any photographer will result in disqualification and forfeiture of all prize money.  

11. SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
 
Workshop participation is not required for entry into the contest.  Part of the time is spent in the classroom and the other part, photographing outdoors on the grounds of Quinta Mazatlan.  

DATE:  Saturdays, June & July 
TIME:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm............ ..6 to 12 years    2:00 pm to 4:00 pm................13 to 18 years PLACE:  Quinta Mazatlan 
 

JUNE 1  Contest BEGINS! Start taking your pictures!  

JUNE 6  Photography Workshop: Nature Photography Basics Youngsters learn the basics of nature photography, from camera handling to creating a strong composition, lighting, perspective and other technical aspects.   

JUNE 20 Photography Workshop: Photograph Landscapes and Waterscapes Learn how to photograph landscapes and waterscapes.   

JULY 11 Photography Workshop: Plants and Wildlife 
Learn how to photograph a plant, critter or animal in the natural world.   

JULY 18 Photography Workshop: Digital Art and Nature Photography Learn what you can do with the images you create, as well as how to discover, observe and photograph in nighttime conditions.   

JULY 25 Photography Workshop: How to Prepare Photos for the Contest Learn how to process and prepare your photos for entry in the "Southern Exposures" photo contest. This is a classroom session with a computer, and participants are asked to bring photos they intend to enter in the "Southern Exposures" photo contest.  

JULY 31 All submissions must be uploaded and submitted via online portal provided by www.valleylandfund.com  or www.quintamazatlan.com and are due no later than 5:00pm.   

 AUGUST 1  Judging Begins   

 AUGUST 7 Winners Notified by email and posted on the Valley Land Fund website,      www.valleylandfund.com.  

 AUGUST 13 Awards Ceremony 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm at Quinta Mazatlan.  

REMEMBER, THE DEADLINE FOR YOUR SUBMISSION IS 5PM ON FRIDAY, JULY 31ST! Entries uploaded after the deadline of 5:00 PM on July 31, 2015 will not be accepted!
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• Photographers in the Southern Exposures Youth Photo Contest are not to capture or 

restrain any animals that are dangerous to humans. If images of such subject matter are 

desired the photographer must have the help of a knowledgeable adult.  If the subject is 

dangerous to humans, it may be released where the risk to humans is minimized. 

 
• Birds may not be trapped or restrained.  

 
• Restrained mammals species are limited to very small ones such as rats, mice and shrews. 

No other mammals may be restrained in any manner. 

 
• Any image with a subject that appears to be stressed shall be disqualified at the agreement 

and discretion of the judges.  

7. JUDGING

• Judging will consist of a panel comprised of Valley Land Fund representatives, local 

professional nature photographers and community leaders. 

 
• Judges will determine the placing based on originality, technical excellence, composition, 

overall impact and artistic merit.  Their decision on all entries is final.   

 
• All photo submissions must be in compliance with contest rules and meet submission 

requirements.   

Let your image tell a unique story about our natural lands and wildlife in South Texas.

8. AWARDS AND PRIZES

 
The Awards Ceremony will take place at Quinta Mazatlan on Thursday, August 13th from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  

The ceremony will include a multi-media show featuring the contest images on a large outdoor movie screen 

under the stars. 
 
• Each participant will receive a FREE Southern Exposures Youth Photo Contest T-shirt.  T-

shirts will be distributed at the Awards Ceremony at Quinta Mazatlan on August 13th, 2015.   

 

• A total of 68 images will receive special recognition; 21 images in each of the three age 

group divisions.  Awards include Best of Show, Best Portfolio, and People’s Choice. 

9. OWNERSHIP & USE OF IMAGES

Entrants retain ownership and all other rights to use of the photographs. In addition, your entry to the contest 

constitutes your agreement to all your entered photographs to be used for promotion by the Valley Land 

Fund for their purposes, including, but not limited to, production of brochures, promotion of future contests, 

public relations, advertising, education, books, traveling photo gallery and other media, without 

compensation. 
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4. CONTEST PERIOD

• The photo contest begins Monday, June 1st, and ends Friday, July 31st.  All photo entries 

are to be shot during this timeframe.

 There is no one “REGISTRATION DATE”, it is a “ROLLING ENTRY”.

 Youth many enter their photos anytime between June 1st and July 31st.

• Images uploaded after the deadline of 5:00 PM on July 31, 2014 will not be accepted. 

• The Awards Ceremony will be held on Thursday, August 13th, at 7:00 PM at Quinta Mazatlan 

in McAllen.  All entrants and their families are invited as guests.

5. PHOTO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

• FORMAT of PHOTOGRAPH: Entries must be submitted as digital photos in a JPG format 

[xxxx.jpg] and uploaded via online portal hosted by Images for Conservation (ICF).

Recommended setting the camera at the highest quality level for your specific camera. 

• In all categories, except for “DIGITAL ART”, nothing can be added or taken out of the 

photograph and no colors can be changed.  Image optimization (enrichment or 

enhancement) and minor cropping IS ALLOWED.

• LIMIT:  Participants are allowed to submit up to six (6) photos in total.  Participants are 

allowed to submit more than one photo in any category.  

• LABELING/PHOTO DESCRIPTION:  Each photograph will need to be clearly labeled with 

the division, category, county, last name, and first name.  File names should look as 

followed. Example: John Smith, age 11, took picture in Hidalgo county, entering the 

Mammals & Birds category would label file as:  Division2_Wildlife_Hidalgo_Smith_John.jpg

Please use the following labels for the categories:

6. CAPTURE AND RESTRAINT OF ANIMALS

Valley Land Fund requires all participants to use extreme caution to protect the survival of the subject being 

photographed. Entries including images of small mammals, insects, arachnids, reptiles, and amphibians, that 

have been carefully restrained for purposes of taking the photograph are permitted, provided said animals 

are released unharmed where they were found. 

 

CATEGORY FILE LABEL NAME CATEGORY FILE LABEL NAME

MAMMALS & BIRDS
Wildlife

RANCHES & FARMS
Land

ALL OTHER WILDLIFE
Other

DIGITAL ART
Digital

WATERSCAPES &

LANDSCAPES
Nature

DUSK to DAWN
DD

PLANT LIFE / FLORA
Plant
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3. CATEGORY DESCRIPTION

Photographs can be submitted in any of the seven (7) categories:  WILDLIFE – Mammals & Birds, All 

Other Wildlife   WORKING & HERITAGE LANDS – Ranches & Farms  WATER & LAND

RESOURCES – Waterscapes & Landscapes, Plant Life  THEME – Digital Art and Dusk to Dawn (this 

includes night photography)

• MAMMALS & BIRDS

This category focuses on mammals & birds found in the wild throughout South Texas.  

Domestic animals are NOT eligible and will be disqualified.

• ALL OTHER WILDLIFE

This category focuses on Reptiles, Insects, Amphibians and more that have their niche in 

our unique ecosystem of South Texas. 

IMPORTANT: Captive Animals native to South Texas photographed in zoos, nature centers, and 

wildlife research or rehabilitation facilities are ACCEPTABLE.  Images must be clearly labeled as 

“Wild” or “Captive” in the entry photo description.  REMINDER: Animals must be native (or found in 

the wilderness) to South Texas. 

• RANCHES & FARMS

Photos in this category include the landscape that will show off a ranch and/or farm setting 

and scenes; including but not limited to scenic photos of crops and/or animals, planting filed, 

etc.  

• WATERSCAPES & LANDSCAPES

The focus of this category includes landscapes, outdoor scenics, nature images, and 

waterscapes highlighting the beauty of the outdoors.

• PLANT LIFE / FLORA

Photos of interesting, unique and beautiful South Texas brush, trees, flowers, and wild 

plants.  Large collections of plant/flora should be considered for entry into the Landscape 

category. 

• DIGITAL ART

Artistic images created or drastically altered in software like Adobe Photoshop or other 

program of your choice.  This category is exclusively for showcasing your creativity thru 

such art. 

• DUSK to DAWN (includes Night Photography) 

Images focus on the natural lands of South Texas during the time between dusk and dawn 

(anytime between the setting of the sun and the rising of the sun).
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OFFICIAL RULES & GUIDELINES

Southern Exposures is designed to get kids outside and learning about nature this 

summer!  The contest will feature views of valley nature through the eyes of children.  

The Southern Exposures Youth Nature Photo Contest is sponsored by the Valley 

Land Fund through the generous support provided by the Robert L. Townsend 

Endowment Fund in association with Quinta Mazatlan and McAllen Parks and 

Recreation. 

1. PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES

• Participation is FREE and open to amateur photographers who are between the ages 6 to 

18 years old as of the contest period.  Entrants should enter the division that corresponds 

to their age on June 1, 2016.

• Participants will be grouped into the following three divisions:


Division I 

Ages 8 – 12


Division II

Ages 13 – 18

• The purpose of this contest is to expose youth to nature and photography by encouraging 

exploration of this outdoors.  While it is expected that adults may accompany youth in their 

photography pursuits, it is CRITICAL that youth photographers and their adults supervisors 

behave ethically and all photographs be taken by the registered youth participant.  The youth 

photographer must be the one that operates the camera and takes the original image to be 

submitted. 

2. PHOTO GUIDELINES

• SUBJECT MATTER:  All images must be taken outdoors.  The photographer’s goal is to 

showcase the natural beauty of South Texas.

• LOCATION: Photos may be taken anywhere legally permitted within the eight (8) counties 

of South Texas: Brooks, Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, Kenedy, Starr, Willacy and Zapata.  

Photos not taken within the designated counties will be disqualified. 

• TIMEFRAME ELIGIBILITY: All photographs must have been taken between the dates of 

June 1, 2016 and July 30, 2016.

THE VALLEY LAND FUND AND QUINTA MAZATLAN

2016 Youth Photo Contest

CONTEST RULES AND GUIDELINES

MERCHANDISE MATERIALS

PARTICIPANTS RECEIVED A FREE T-SHIRT
FEATURING NATURE SILHOUETTES

Southern E
xposures

2016
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Measurable Result s
TANGIBLE
•	 Summer	photo	workshop	attendance	grew	
from 190 to 228 participants, a 20% increase .

•	 Contest	entries	submitted	grew	from	150	to	
173 participants, a 15% increase.

•	 Home	 School	 groups	 have	 continued	
to participate at Quinta Mazatlan’s STEM 
Programming

•	 Contestants	brought	their	 families	to	other	
events at Quinta Mazatlan.

•	Over	 1.8	 million	 viewers	 saw	 the	 traveling	
exhibit in locations around the Valley. 

•	One	 contestant	 discovered	 a	 new	 love	 of	
nature and applied for a summer job at a 
nature center. 

INTANGIBLE
•	 The	 contest	 caused	 families	 to	 spend	 a	
great amount of quality time together as they 
traveled around with their child taking photos 
of nature.

•	 Not	 only	 did	 the	 child	 gain	 a	 larger	
knowledge of the natural world, the extended 
family gained a greater  awareness of nature.

•	 The	 children	 and	 their	 photos	 became	
very important ambassadors of our wildlife, 
continuing to make a difference long after the 
contest is over.

“The photo contest is a brilliant concept for 
engaging children with the natural world and 
instilling them with a spirit of conservation.  It has 
become a rite of summer for our family; an RSVP 
to unseen landscapes, sunrises and moonsets, and 
interaction with wildlife.  For our children, ages 
7, 10 and 13, it’s a time of adventure, discovery 
and reverence, with the attendant mood of a 
treasure hunt.   We have watched them “shoot” 
a sunset and still brimming with excitement, 
spontaneously cheer as the sun dropped out 
of sight, then gather their gear in the afterglow 
and announce “that’s a wrap”—the expression 
acquired from a TPWD photographer--and talk 
about the shoot all the way home.”

 —Richard Galindo
Father of three photo contest participants OLSON JAYDEN SUBMISSION FOR BIRDS AND 

MAMMALS CATEGORY


