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Overview Information

A| Introduction and

           

background of main event.

Cultural Festivals produces the annual Saint Louis 
Art Fair (SLAF), a free, three-day celebration of 
the arts and the community that surrounds it. 
Altering the urban landscape into a festive art-filled 
environment, downtown Clayton, MO becomes a 
lively showcase of art, music and food. The most 
defining aspect of the fair is its juried exhibition 
of fine art and fine craft providing patrons the 
opportunity to view, purchase, and engage with 
the artists. In addition to the visual arts, the Fair 
includes musical performances, street performers, 
hands-on activities for children and delectable 
food from some of St. Louis’ top restaurants. The 
Art Fair hosts 130,000 people during the three-day 
event.  The Art Fair is an irreplaceable asset to St. 
Louis and its cultural landscape by incorporating art 
into the area, partnering with local organizations to 
promote the city itself, and providing an event that 
is free and open to the public.   

B| Description and purpose/

         
 objective of Educational Program.

The Saint Louis Art Fair’s educational program, 
Emerging Artists as Entrepreneurs Program 
(EAEP) began in 1998.  The program creates an 
opportunity for up and coming artists to jump-start 
their careers by learning about the art fair industry. 
Artists learn about topics such as selling, pricing, 
displaying work, and copyright laws. The purpose of 
this program is to teach emerging artists with high 
potential the way in which the art fair world works 
in order to aid them in their future endeavors. 

C| Target audience/attendance/
          number of participants.

The target audience for the program is emerging 
artists that are up & coming in the art world. Any 
artist who is a senior in high school or older is 
eligible to apply. In 2016 nineteen (19) artists were 
in the program, eleven (11) first year accepted 
students and eight (8) second year students.

D| Provide a detailed description of   
           the educational program curriculum.

First year coordinator, Stephen King, Executive Director 
of the Des Moines Arts Festival, facilitates workshops 
on pricing, portfolio development, financial planning, 
copywriting, and more. First year EAEP’s serve as 
apprentices to SLAF exhibiting artists and have the 
opportunity to network with the Art Fair staff and jurors. 

In the second year of the program, EAEP’s must work 
together utilizing the skills they developed from the first 
year of the program to lay out a single booth in order to 
showcase and sell their art at SLAF. The group also has to 
participate in a mock jury and volunteer during the Art 
Fair’s jury process. They earn eligibility for the Emerging 
Artists Best in Show Award, a $500 cash prize and the 
opportunity to return in the next Art Fair, exempt from 
the jury process and booth fees.

E| Who provided the education 
          and in what setting.

Stephen King, EAEP’s first year coordinator, organizes 
workshops and coordinates the artist mentors for first 
year students.  Workshops are held at the Art Fair’s 
official hotel, while some also take place on the festival 
site.  The second year is a much more hands on setting. 
EAEP’s meet a few times with the Art Fair staff and 
then work together to organize their booth set-up.  It’s 
all hands on deck during the festival.  EAEP’s take their 
newly gained knowledge to set up their booth and sell 
their artwork.

F| Involvement by local education  
          institutions and professional education

The EAEP does not collaborate with any local education 
institutions.  The first year program is coordinated by 
arts administrator Stephen King,  a well-respected leader 
in the art fair industry.   The program also benefits from 
the vast number of artist mentors, artists that have 
made a living in the art fair industry.  



G| What was the take-away for  
          attendees/participants?

The intended takeaway of the program is for emerging 
artists to learn the ins and outs of the art fair industry 
such as hands on experience in setting up a booth, 
dealing with unexpected weather, and displaying art in 
an aesthetically pleasing yet efficient way. EAEP’s have 
established relationships with artist all over the country 
that now serve as mentors for them. For some, they 
may learn this is not the venue for them and that okay. 
Our long-term goal is to foster the next generation of 
art fair artists.

H| Duration of program and years  
           program has been part of event.

Artists remain in the program for two years and the 
program has been around for nineteen years.

I| Tie in of program to main event.

The average age of our artists is 54 therefore it is 
imperative that we foster the next generation of art 
fair artists.  For some patrons looking to start an art 
collection, the Emerging Artist tent may afford them 
the opportunity.  A few years ago the Emerging Artist 
tent was moved to a more central location, creating a 
buzz among the patrons to see the artwork displayed by 
the Emerging Artists.

J| Overall revenue/expense 
        budget of program.

The program is funded through the general operating 
cost of the festival.  Expenses for the program 
are $30,600.

K| Description of sponsor/charity
           volunteer/school/other group 
           involvement with program and  
          benefits to each.

The program does not collaborate with any outside 
organizations; it is run purely by the SLAF team.

L| Overall effectiveness/
         success of program.

The Emerging Artists Program has proved to be very 
successful. In 2016 the emerging artists averaged 
$2,248 in sales. A former emerging artist organized a 
FB page that provides support, encouragement, and 
shout outs to those receiving acceptances into art 
shows.  The page also helps us track and stay in touch 
with former students. Most recently two emerging 
artists were awarded best in show at local art fair’s, the 
work of one was featured on the postcard of a gallery 
exhibit, and a 2014 emerging artist was accepted into 
the 2017 SLAF.

Supporting Question: 
What did you do to update/change this 
program from the year before? Were 
your updates/changes successful? Please 
provide measurable results/examples.

Every year the program accepts new emerging artists, 
creating an ever-fluctuating array of art represented. 
Other than seeking new mentors and altering the 
workshops offered during the first year, the program 
has not made many drastic changes.

Supporting Materials: 
Blog post
Thank you letter
Application
Itinerary





Joyce McCown | Second year Emerging Artist



The Saint Louis Art Fair Emerging Artists as Entrepreneurs Program (EAEP) is a year-round 
opportunity for collegiate and rising artists to learn about business in the arts. Through 
education on copyright laws, financial consulting, and portfolio development in 
conjunction with experiencing the annual Saint Louis Art Fair, EAEP aims to fuel creativity and 
help jump-start the careers of our nation’s next independent artists.

What We Provide
As an artist in our program, the Saint Louis Art Fair provides various benefits and 
incentives that will influence your creative and professional growth as artists:

— Potential for academic credit for current undergraduate university and 
 college students (provided that university program allows for external 
 program credit).
— Portfolio Development— Each Emerging Artists receives for a portfolio 
 development workshop and personal portfolio review during the EAEP 
 program.
— Mentorship from and connections to many of the nation’s leading 
 independent artists.
— 2nd Year Promise—With a successful completion of the first year seminar and work 
 shop series,
 Emerging Artists are guaranteed the opportunity to show and sell their work in the  
 2017 Saint Louis
 Art Fair.
— Recognition— EAEP artists receive recognition at the Saint Louis Art Fair 
 ceremony. Second year students are also eligible to receive the Emerging 
 Artists Jury Award, which includes an award, $500 and the opportunity to 
 return the following year, exempt from the jury process as a full fledged artists.  CF  
 waives the booth fee.
— Advancement over peers in professional and entrepreneurial development.

Participant Responsibilities
With the stated benefits, responsibilities as an Emerging Artist include:

— Full attendance at the 2017 Saint Louis Art Fair’s EAEP 1st Year immersion seminar  
 (September 7–10, 2017).
— Completion of the Emerging Artists’ workshops. (tbd)
 (Out of town artists will connect through online conference viewing).
— Full attendance as an emerging and selling artist at the 2018 Saint Louis Art Fair in  
 the Emerging Artist tent.
— As a second year Emerging Artist you will apply to the 2018 jury as emerging artist.  If  
 you choose
 to apply as an exhibiting artist (outside of the emerging program) you have chosen to  
 forfeit you
 space in the Emerging Artist tent.
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2017-2018 First Year Application

Please fill out the following form to express your interest as a prospective artist of the 
Emerging Artists as Entrepreneurs program and return by July 1, 2017.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________

ARTISTIC MEDIUM: _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________  STATE: _______________  ZIP: __________________

PHONE: ________________________________  EMAIL: __________________________________

PERSONAL WEBSITE (IF APPLICABLE): _______________________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT: __________________________________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE: ___________________________________________________

ACADEMIC INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE): ________________________________________

UNIVERSITY NAME: ________________________________________________________________

YEAR IN SCHOOL:_________________________________________________________________

MAJOR(S): _______________________________________________________________________

BRIEF STATEMENT OF INTEREST
Please attach an additional sheet letting us know why you seek to join the Saint Louis Art Fair 
Emerging Artists as Entrepreneurs program and what do you hope to gain from your 
experience.

PORTFOLIO
Please provide 3-4 images of individual work in your expressed artistic medium. Attach these 
with your 
application, or email images to info@saintlouisartfair.com.

Please complete and return to the Cultural Festivals office by July 1, 2017
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Emerging Artists as Entrepreneurs 

Saint Louis Art Fair 
 

2016 Program Agenda 
First-Year Artist Students 

 
Thursday, Sept.8 
Gallery Room VI & VII, Sheraton Hotel 
7730 Bonhomme Avenue 
Clayton, MO 63105 
 
Park in the Sheraton Parking Lot. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: All Mentor volunteers are encouraged to attend these discussions and reception and join in 
with the panel discussions. 
 

5:15pm: Opening comments and Introductions  Cindy Lerick and Stephen King.  

5:30 - 6:30: The Business of Art & Art Festivals: Panel Discussion with artists Deborah Mae Broad, Kina Crow, 
Matthew Hatala, and Lawrence Oliverson 
 
6:30 - 7:00: Break - Light Reception: Students & Mentors / All Mentor volunteers are invited to attend this 
reception and join in with the panel discussions. 
 
7:00 - 8:00pm: Doing Art Fairs For A Living: Panel Discussion with Amy Flynn, Betsy Giberson, Steve Jones, Julie 
Seymour   
 
8p.m.: Adjourn for the day 
 
Friday, Sept. 9 
Creative Castle Parking Lot at the corner of Carondelet and Central. Park in the Sheraton Parking Lot and walk. 
 
8:15a.m. – 12p.m. Van Demos and Set-Up  An inside look into artists’ vans and how artists pack and travel to 
shows. After the demos, student will meet his/her mentor at their booth for set-up. Mentors, Costin, Flynn, 
Harmston, Herzog, Jones, Oliverson, please plan on 5-minutes max on your demo.  

12 to 1p.m.: Students lunch on your own 

1 to 2p.m.: Students meet at 2nd year Emerging Artists Tent.  

2 to 3:30p.m.: Students accompany Stephen King for “strolling” lecture with the artists.  

3:30 – 4p.m.: Students will check back with their Mentor for finalization of the booth and artwork set-up. If the 
booth is ready, talk with your mentor and other artists they may know. 

4 – 5p.m.: Students dinner on your own. 
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Friday, Sept. 9, Continued 

5 to 10p.m.: Students report to their Friday, 5-10p.m. mentors for opening of show and for Friday night 
activities. (Please take a 15 minute break to meet and introduce yourself to your next Mentor for Saturday 
Schedule). Some students may be accompanying judges during the jurying for prizes. 

10 to approximately 10:30p.m.: Students help break down and secure booth for the night with artist mentor. 

 
Saturday, Sept. 10/Schedule A 
Sheraton Ballroom 
Park in the Sheraton Parking Lot. 
 

9:30 to 10:30a.m.: Students meet with Stephen. Location TBD. 

Question and answer session:  Proper art fair etiquette and judging procedures. 

10:30 – 11a.m.: Break 
 
11a.m. to 4:30p.m.: Students work with appointed Saturday A mentor with breaks for touring with judge and 
lunch. 
 

JUDGING: Between 11:00 to 5:00: (1) Students will accompany judges for staggered one-hour shifts throughout 

the day.  

4:30 – 5:30p.m.: Students dinner on your own or at VIP Hospitality 
 
Saturday, Sept. 10/Schedule B 
 
5:30 - 11:00pm: Students report to Saturday B mentors for the remainder of evening exhibition and to secure 
booth for the night. During this time period, take out 15 minutes to introduce yourself and visit briefly with your 
Sunday artist mentor. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 11 
Sheraton Hotel 
Park in the Sheraton Parking Lot. 

8:30 - 10a.m.: Awards Breakfast at Sheraton Hotel / Students at their own table with Stephen. 

10 to 11:30a.m.: Review of Discoveries & Happenings? & Digital Applications, Your Images and working with 

ZAPPlication Question and answer session with Stephen King. Students, we will review your ZAPPlication. 

11:30a.m. – 12:15p.m.: Students break for lunch on your own or at VIP Hospitality 

12:15 – 5p.m.: Students report to Sunday artist mentor for the day. 

5 to approximately 6p.m.: Students assist Sunday mentor with tear-down and load-out procedure. 

End of 2016 EAEP Program for first year students and adjournment. 


