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INTRODUCTION
AND BACKGROUND

a.  In March of 2017, Quinta Mazatlan, a 

World Brding Center in McAllen, hosted 

an environmental festival called ‘Monarch 

Celebration’.  Quinta Mazatlan’s mission of 

increasing habitat for wildlife ‘one backyard at a 

time’, was the cornerstone behind the creation 

of this event. 

b. At Quinta Mazatlan’s Monarch Celebration 

there were numerous opportunities to learn 

about Monarchs and great ways to help them.  

The Monarch migrates vast distances, traveling 

from as far north as southern Canada down 

into Michoacán, Mexico – a trip that can span 
over 2,500 miles. Monarch butterflies have 
shown drastic declines in North America. 

These declines are thought to be caused by loss 

of milkweed breeding habitat, pesticide use, 

climate change, and logging. One of the easiest 

ways to help a monarch is by planting native 

milkweeds (their host plants) and native nectar 

plants in your yard. 

c. The Monarch Celebration featured informative presentations from naturalists, 

educational craft projects, artisans, cultural butterfly dance performances, garden walks, 

and native plant sales. Participants were able to walk into a live butterfly tent where they 

were educated on the habitat of the butterfly and their importance in our ecosystem! Art 

installations, live music, healthy food options, and art classes were available. Kids dressed 

as a butterfly got into the event for free and participate in the Children’s Monarch Parade. 

Activities focused on STEAM education included a large insect collection, the studying of 

insects through microscopes, and native plant propagation.

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES WITH THE “VERY HUNGRY 
CATERPILLAR”
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BUTTERFLY TENT TOURS KID’S BUTTERFLY PAINTING CLASS

BUTTERFLY GARDEN TOURS

DESCRIPTION
AND PURPOSE 
The goal of the Monarch Celebration is to educate guests about the decline in monarch 

populations and to inspire them to take part in saving these butterflies by learning how to 

attract them to their own backyards.

 

Festival activities took place at Quinta Mazatlán incorporating indoor facilities, exhibit 

space, trails and gardens.  Activities for adults included educational speakers, arts & crafts, 

art exhibit & sale, butterfly dancers, butterfly quilt show, garden walks and native plant 

sales.  Activities for youth included a monarch parade, scout badge activities, story time & 

costumes, library pop-up and crafts for kids.
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Over 1,400 people 
attended the Monarch 

Celebration informative talks, 
native plant sale, garden 

tours, and butterfly-themed 
performances.

ASIAN BUTTERFLY DANCE

OUTDOOR PERFORMANCES

NATIVE PLANT SALES 

TARGET AUDIENCE:  
Monarch Celebration targeted families and 

nature lovers of all kinds who enjoy art, crafts, 

children’s activities, vendors, food booths, a 

native plant sale, a butterfly tent, and more! 

The Monarch Celebration aimed to inform and 

inspire the local community to create native 

butterfly gardens at home.

ATTENDANCE:  Visitors came from over 

100 miles away (Corpus Christi) and from every 

major urban area of the valley. Almost all were 

adults with young children. Many city officials 

attended, as well as environmental leaders and 

prominent naturalists. 

TARGET AUDIENCE
AND ATTENDANCE
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The Monarch Celebration targeted a variety 

of curriculum goals that supported school, 

scout, master naturalist, and general public 

education.  These included:

· Understanding life cycles -  Children were 

able to physically learn what it is like to go 

through a butterfly’s life cycle as they moved 

through the stages in  an “interactive” lesson 

called the “Migration Path”.

· Awareness of biodiversity – A butterfly tent 

provided the opportunity to interact with 

living butterflies.  Staff provided information 

on the Valley’s rich butterfly diversity as 

people entered. 

· Understanding the connection between 
plants and animals – Various “host plants” 

that service various butterflies were on 

display in the butterfly tent, along with 

feeding caterpillars, allowing visitors to make 

the connection between animals and plants.    

Meanwhile, visitors had the opportunity to 

purchase native plants at the festival.

· Understanding the role of humans in the 
environment – Continuous guided tours 

to the butterfly gardens during the festival 

focused on creating butterfly habitat, with 

specific advice on how to design a Monarch 

garden.

· Understanding the impact of humans 
on the environment – Special one hour 

presentations by local experts educated 

visitors about the losses of Monarch habitat 

due to human deforestation, pesticide use, 

and about the disease that spreads when 

non-native milkweeds are used. 

 

NOTE:  The Monarch Celebration’s education 

program continued with subsequent visits to 

20 elementary schools to guide them in the 

establishment of Monarch Gardens.  Public 

outreach to the business community to raise 

funds for these gardens continued the public 

educational effort.

DESCRIPTION OF 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM/
CURRICULUM

ART BUTTERFLY LESSON FOR KIDS
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AT  THE MONARCH CELEBRATION, 
ONE HOUR GUEST 
PRESENTATIONS 
WERE OFFERED TO THE PUBIC:

• Texas Parks and Wildlife naturalist 
Tony Henehan presented a 

Monarch conservation strategy.

• Monarch Conservationist Sue Sill – 
Educated the local community on efforts in 

Mexico to protect native habitat.

• Quinta Mazatlan  Urban Ecologist John Brush led  tours to see a Monarch butterfly 

garden demonstration.

• Environmental Educator Carol Goolsby – Educated the public about the 

importance of native plants.

 

Other educational activities at the Festival:
• Master Naturalists provided education about growing native seedlings, 

and the butterfly life cycle at booths in the festival.

• Quinta Mazatlan education team provided education about the life cycles, butterfly 

biodiversity, and native plants at the  “Monarch Migration” activity as well as the “Live 

Butterflies Tent”

• Native Plant Nurserymen Mike Heep & James Lovegren had booths at the festival, selling 

specific plants to use in a native butterfly garden.

 

After the Monarch Celebration…
• Horticulturalist Silvia Barr provided education to elementary school teachers.

WHO PROVIDED EDUCATION 
AND IN WHAT SETTING

EDUCATIONAL NATIVE PLANT TALK WITH MIKE HEEP
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• South Texas College and the 
University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley - provided education at 

various Monarch Celebration booths

• McAllen Independent School 
District – Pledged to take action 

with the school butterfly garden 

program

• Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department – Provided keynote 

speaker at the Monarch Celebration

• National Wildlife Federation – 

Provided specific action items with 

the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge

• National Butterfly Center — 

Provided an Educational booth 

• McAllen Library  — Provided a Pop-

Up Library at the event

• Native Plant Project — Promoted 

the use of Native Plants

INVOLVEMENT OF 
LOCAL EDUCATIONAL 
PARTNERS
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• Awareness of the need for conservation of Monarch butterflies

• A commitment to increasing habitat for Monarchs and other pollinators

• Knowledge of which native plants provide habitat.

• Understanding of the critical role South Texas plays as the funneling point 

for migrating Monarchs.

TAKEAWAY FOR 
PARTICIPANTS

HUNDREDS OF NATIVE PLANTS WERE SOLD AT THE MONARCH CELEBRATION



10

MARCH 2016 – McAllen’s Mayor Jim Daring took the  “Mayor’s Monarch Pledge”.

OCTOBER 2016-MARCH 2017 - Educational efforts began months prior through television, 

radio, and newspaper.

MARCH 18, 2017:  The 2017 Monarch Celebration  took place between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

MARCH-MAY 2017:  Post-festival educational outreach to schools and the business 

community to raise funds and plant Monarch gardens in 20 local schools.  

DURATION OF
PROGRAM

NATIVE GARDEN TOURS

NATIVE PLANT SALE

ART PROJECTS FOR ALL AGES
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The main event is a national educational campaign called 
“The Mayor’s Monarch Pledge”

—to raise awareness of the need to conserve and plant habitat 
to help save the Monarch butterfly species.

The goal of the Monarch 
Celebration is to educate 

guests about the decline in 
monarch populations and to 
inspire them to take part in 
saving these butterflies by 

learning how to attract them 
to their own backyards.

The “Monarch Celebration” on March 

18, 2017 targeted the education 

of school students, college 

students, scouts, master naturalists, 

homeowners, business owners, 

artists and environmentalists.  

Through a combination of  keynote 

speakers, children’s interative 

education activities, nature walks, 

plant sales, the living butterfly 

tent, and art displays, a maximum 

effort was made to convey the 

conservation need….and educate as 

many people as possible on how to 

take action.

TIE-IN OF PROGRAM 
TO MAIN EVENT
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EXPENSES
Butterfly enclosure ...........................................$ 492

Native plants  ........................................................$ 355

Educational activities  ....................................$ 2049

Music  ..........................................................................$ 800

Posters/flyers  ........................................................$ 2200

TOTAL: ................................................ $ 5896

INCOME:
Ticket sales  ............................................................$ 7315

Donations  ...............................................................$ 175

TOTAL: ................................................ $ 7490

Profit of over $1,200
was made to invest in 

native butterfly gardens.

BUDGET OF
PROGRAM

Q

UINTA  MAZATLAN

McALLEN, TEXAS

OUTDOOR EXHIBIT “WINGS IN THE WIND” KIDS MAKING BUTTERFLY FEEDERS

ART EXHIBIT AND CRAFT SALE
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Sponsors of the Monarch Celebration provided their time and talent to cover informative 
presentations, educational booths, and native plant sales. Sponsors came from all areas 
of the Valley.

UTRGV Agroecology – Furthering public outreach and university ecology research

James Lovegreen – Promotes native plants for enhancement of the wildlife corridor  

Mike Heep – Promoting native landscaping through the selling of native plants

Lebby Salinas – Promoting sales of healthy, eco-friendly food 

Pop up Library – Promoting educational outreach to the community

Mayors Monarch Pledge – Promoting monarch conservation

National Butterfly Center – Supporting the study of wild butterflies in their native habitat

Native Plant Project – Promoting the 

use of native plants to support the 

wildlife corridor

TPWD Tony Henehan – Furthering the 

monarch conservation plan

Sue Sill – Protecting native habitat 

through art

DESCRIPTION OF 
GROUP INVOLVEMENT

EDUCATIONAL SPEAKERS DURING THE MONARCH CELEBRATION

HEALTHY FARM -TO-TABLE SNACKS FOR SALE
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As a result of the festival, over a 
thousand participants left with 
valuable information and native 
plants with a commitment to increase 
habitat for monarchs and other 
pollinators which plays a vital role in 
saving the monarch butterfly.

• Over 1400 people attended the Monarch Celebration 

• Festival ticket quota was reached

• 200 native plants were sold at the festival

• All healthy local baked goods sold out

• The National Wildlife Federations – Certified Mayors’ Monarch Pledge program 

 was accomplished

• Interest in planning the next Monarch Celebration began immediately upon 

 the conclusion of the first festival

• Scout groups took interest in Eagle Scout projects involving gardens for monarchs

• One of the major reasons of the success 

 of this program was the combination 

 of social entertainment and 

 environmental education

• The Monarch Celebration provided a 

 solution to a critical ‘weak link’ in the 

 environmental conservation of the 

 monarch butterflies – public education 

 and the needed availability of 

 native plants

OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS 
AND SUCCESS OF PROGRAM

CHILDREN DRESSED AS BUTTERFLIES RECEIVED FREE 
ENTRANCE TO THE MONARCH CELEBRATION

ART INSTALLATION ON THE LIFE CYCLE OF THE MONARCH
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SUPPORTING QUESTION
WHAT CHALLENGES/OBSTACLES DID YOU FORESEE/ENCOUNTER 
IN CREATING THIS PROGRAM, AND HOW WERE THEY HANDLED? 

CHALLENGE: Convincing 

home and business owners 

to put native plants into their 

landscapes has been a challenge 

for decades in the Rio Grande 

Valley. Exotic plants are far more 

available to consumers.

THE STRATEGY: The City 

of McAllen staff give informative 

presentations on how to plant 

native milkweed plants for 

monarchs and how to design 

a butterfly garden to introduce 

the native plants into the home 

or business owners landscape. 

The positive impact of these 

presentations was expressed by 

many people and caused over 

200 native plants to be sold at 

the Monarch Celebration. This 

created a springboard for home 

and business owners to commit 

to help aid monarch conservation 

by including native plants in their 

business and home landscapes.

ART INSTALLATION OF MIGRATORY MONARCHS

MONARCH BUTTERFLY WALKS
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS
PRINTED MATERIALS:

MONARCH
CELEBRATION
AT QUINTA MAZATLAN

03-18-17

ADULTS
• Music
• Food Booths
• Arts & Crafts
• Art Exhibit & Sale
• Asian Style Magical 
 Butterfly Dance 
 By Lian Cheng Shingler
• Butterfly Quilt Show
• Native Plant Sales
• Garden Walks
• Speakers

CHILDREN
• March of the Monarchs Parade  (children come dressed as butterflies)• Scout Badge Activities
• Story Time & Costume Characters• Face Painting
• McAllen Library Pop-up & Craft

Walk into a tent and 
experience the world 
of butterflies!

Saturday, March 18, 2017  |  9 am to 2 pm$5 Admission (2 & under free) - - WEAR ORANGE

CELEBRATETHE LONGEST MIGRATION OF ANY INSECT-THE EPIC FLIGHT OF THE MONARCH
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www.quintamazatlan.com  |  (956) 681-3370

STICKERS

ORIGAMI ART
FOR ALL AGES

POSTCARD/
INVITATIONQ

UINTA  MAZATLAN

McALLEN, TEXAS

A

C

Designed and printed by
CopyZonequintamazatlan.com

City of McAllen, Mayors’ Monarch Pledge

B

EVENT POSTER
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PROMOTION/MARKETING/MEDIA MATERIALS: 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

TV MONITOR ADS

SOCIAL MEDIA AD

MONARCH
CELEBRATION
AT QUINTA MAZATLAN

03-18-17
ADULTS
• Music
• Food Booths
• Arts & Crafts
• Art Exhibit & Sale
• Butterfly Dance 
 By Lian Cheng Shingler
• Butterfly Quilt Show
• Native Plant Sales
• Garden Walks
• Speakers

CHILDREN
• Monarch Parade 
 (dress as a butterfly)
• Scout Badge Activities
• Story Time & Costume
• Face Painting
• McAllen Library Pop-up
• Walk in a Butterfly Tent

Saturday
9am to 2pm

WEAR ORANGE

MONARCH
CELEBRATION

AT QUINTA MAZATLAN
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MERCHANDISE MATERIALS:

INFORMATION PROVIDED TO PARTICIPANTS

CE
LE

BRATE  MONARCH
S

QUINTA MAZATLAN • McALLEN, T
EX

AS

PATCH

Monarch CelebrationQ U I N TA  M A Z AT L A N  -  M c A L L E N ,  T X

GOT MILKWEED?

MONARCH  CELEBRATION  ART  EXHIBIT  &  SALE  
Saturday,  March  18th,  2017   9  am  –  2  pm  

APPLICATION  for  CONSIDERATION  

	  	  
Calling  All  Artists!	  	    
• The	  Exhibitor	  Fee	  for	  butterfly	  and	  nature	  inspired	  work	  will	  be	  waived	  due	  to	  the	  nature	  of	  this	  educational	  event!	  
• Please	  send	  the	  completed	  application	  and	  photos	  of	  your	  work	  for	  consideration—due	  to	  limited	  space	  in	  the	  historic	  

mansion	  and	  courtyard.	  	  	  
• Send	  to:	  	  ksmith@mcallen.net	  	  as	  soon	  as	  possible	  for	  consideration	  and	  no	  later	  than	  February	  28th!	  
	  	  
Name:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
Phone:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  
E-‐mail:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  
Address:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
State:	  	   	   	   	  	  	  	  Zip	  Code:	  	   	   	  
	  Type  of  Media  You  Wish  to  Exhibit  &  Sell	  
___Oil	  on	  Canvas	  	  	  	   ___Watercolor	  	   ___Pencil	  or	  Ink	  	   _____Other	  Painting	  (describe)	  
___Original	  Jewelry	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___Stained	  Glass	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___Wood	  Carving	  	  	   ___Pottery	  
___Original	  Photographer	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
___Other	  Original	  Work:	  please	  describe:	  	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	  
ALL  MEDIA  MUST  BE  HAND  CRAFTED!  
	  	  
Is	  your	  work	  hand	  crafted?	  	  	  ___yes	  	  ___no	  

Is	  your	  work	  inspired	  by	  butterflies	  and	  nature?	  	  ___yes	  	  	  ___no	  

Can	  you	  set-‐up	  on	  Friday,	  March	  17th	  between	  8	  am	  and	  6	  pm?	  	  ___yes	  	  ___no	  

Can	  you	  take-‐down	  immediately	  following	  the	  event?	  	  ___yes	  	  	  ___no	  

Do	  you	  have	  what	  is	  needed	  to	  display	  your	  work?	  	  ___yes	  	  	  ___no	  

	  	  	  	  	  NOTE:	  	  Quinta	  Mazatlán	  will	  provide	  one	  rectangle	  table	  per	  artist	  (8’	  x	  2’	  tables/space)	  

If	  artwork	  is	  to	  be	  hung,	  do	  the	  pieces	  have	  a	  wire	  on	  the	  back	  for	  hanging?	  	  ___yes	  	  	  ___no	  
	  	  
Please	  describe	  your	  set-‐up	  request	  for	  consideration:	  	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

CALLING ALL 

ARTISTS! 
Art  Takes  Flight  

Quinta	  Mazatlan	  is	  looking	  for	  artists	  to	  display	  their	  

work	  during	  the	  Monarch	  Celebration,	  Saturday,	  March	  

18,	  2017.	  	  The	  Monarch	  Celebration	  was	  created	  to	  

help	  spread	  the	  word	  about	  the	  plight	  of	  the	  monarchs	  

and	  teach	  the	  local	  community	  what	  they	  can	  do	  to	  

help	  this	  iconic	  insect.	  	  Families	  and	  nature-‐lovers	  of	  all	  

kinds	  will	  enjoy	  art,	  crafts,	  vendors,	  a	  native	  plant	  sale,	  

a	  butterfly	  tent,	  and	  more!	  

We	  are	  looking	  for	  artists	  to	  join	  us!	  	  All	  butterfly	  and	  

nature-‐inspired	  art	  will	  be	  considered:	  pottery,	  stained	  

glass,	  jewelry,	  photography,	  paintings,	  etc.	  	  

Submissions	  are	  due	  no	  later	  than	  Tuesday,	  February	  

28,	  2017.	  	  Please	  submit	  a	  photograph	  sample	  of	  what	  

you	  would	  like	  to	  display	  along	  with	  a	  brief	  description	  

to	  Kelly	  Smith	  ksmith@mcallen.net.	  

Celebrate  the  

Monarch  butterfly  

with  Quinta  

Mazatlan  

Submission  

deadline:    

February  28  

Pottery,  stained  

glass,  jewelry,  

photography,  

paintings,  etc.  

QUINTA  MAZATLAN  

600	  Sunset	  Drive	  

McAllen,	  TX	  	  78502	  

956-‐681-‐3370	  

www.quintamazatlan.com	  

Event  Date:  

March  18,  2017

Monarch	  by	  Laura	  Cortez	  Mangelschots

McALLEN

Quinta Mazatlan
WORLD BIRDING CENTER

TEXAS
The City of Palms

NATIVE
PLANTS

for the
Lower Rio Grande Valley
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SUPPORTING PHOTOGRAPHS:
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TANGIBLE
TICKET SALES: Over 1,400 community 
members attended the celebration. All guests 
left with educational pamphlets and brochures 
listing native butterflies and plants they could 
attract for their home or office landscape. 

PLANT SALES: Over 200 native plants were 
sold during the celebration that went to 
various home and business gardens.

OTHER SALES: $1,300 gift shop sales of 
information books on caring for caterpillars, 
butterfly jewelry, native plants guidebooks, 
feeders, and local art prints were sold. 

NEIGHBORING CITIES:  Following the event, 
neighboring cities have taken the Mayor’s 
Monarch Pledge including the City of Pharr 
and South Padre Island.  In addition such cities 
have held their own monarch celebration—
continuing to make a landscape (habitat) 
difference one city at a time. 

SCHOOL GARDENS:  Following the festival, 
we received many calls from schools to put 
in “outdoor learning classrooms” known as 
“butterfly gardens”.  Thus Quinta Mazatlan 
chose to auction off “school gardens” at their 
annual fundraiser and raised monies to provide 
7 grants to schools ($500) each for gardens on 
7 campuses. 

NATIVE SEED COLLECTION OF MILKWEED:  
Numerous organizations are now working to 
collect the seeds for propagating the native 
milkweed unique to the Rio Grande Valley, 
the  Zizotes Milkweed (Prairie).  Our biggest 
challenge is the lack of availability of this native 
plant.

SYSTEMS CHANGES:  Meetings are in place 
with city departments to enrich our ordinances 
to encourage native plants and integrate 
monarch butterfly conservation into the city’s 
Park Master Plan (presently being revised).

MEDIA COVERAGE: Valleywide coverage 
including a TV show on the Monarch Migration 
on ABC-KRGV TV “Con mi gente” Show.

INTANGIBLE
NEW CITY PARTNERSHIPS:  Our cities are 
now meeting once a month to continue to 
strategize on how to “grow native butterfly 
gardens” and how to incentivize homeowners 
to do such.

NEW COMMUNITY EXCITEMENT:  Hard to 
measure, but there is a buzz about putting 
in butterfly gardens—sort of a “new hobby” of 
interest.  Excitement about when our next 
“celebration” will take place!  

NEW SCOUT/YOUTH PARTNERSHIPS: 
Numerous Scout/Youth groups of South Texas 
expressed high interest in establishing ties with 
Quinta Mazatlan. Plans are currently underway 
to offer more Scout/Youth opportunities to 
finish requirements needed for garden and 
insect-related badges.

TANGIBLE AND
INTANGIBLE RESULTS


