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Overview Information 
 
a. Introduction 

 
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s annual PHS Philadelphia Flower Show is 
the nation’s longest-running and largest horticultural event. This year’s extraordinary 
show was held March 11 through 19 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. 
 
The 2017 theme, “Holland: Flowering the World,” celebrated the beauty and ingenuity 
of Dutch culture, from vivid flower fields to innovative eco-design. No other country is 
as well known for its floral industry as the Netherlands, which fills the world with color. 
The Philadelphia Flower Show transported guests to the rainbow landscapes of 
tulips, hyacinths and daffodils and the cut-flower and bulb markets that have shaped 
Dutch history. Floral and garden designers filled ten acres of exhibition halls at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center with unique landscapes, from windmills – one of the 
earliest uses of natural energy – to the 21st-century Ecodome and the Dutch Wave 
movement, which takes a natural and sustainable approach to landscape design. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show benefit the programs of PHS, which brings together 
people from diverse backgrounds to engage in horticultural projects that advance 
social equity, environmental sustainability, and urban livability. 
 
b. Name of Program and Sponsor 
 
Subaru sponsored the Gardener’s Studio, and served as the Premier Sponsor of the 
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show for its 15th year in 2017. While the Gardener’s Studio 
was established in 1998, before Subaru became the sponsor, Subaru took the 
Gardeners Studio under its sponsorship umbrella. 
 
c. Description and purpose 
The Gardener’s Studio is an educational venue located on the main Flower Show 
floor. Expert horticulturists and gardeners share their expertise with the audience in 
an informal setting that allows for questions and answers. The speaking slots are 45 
minutes in length. Some presentations are physical demonstrations of gardening 
techniques – both cutting-edge and tried-and-true – which allow the visitors to leave 
Gardener’s Studio with ideas that they can try out themselves at home. There are 
also presentations that describe garden design principles for specific situations (such 
as shade gardens, bog gardens, or pollinator gardens), new plant introductions, or 



 

 

challenging garden issues. 
 
In addition to the speakers’ series, each day Gardener’s Studio features a popular 
“Container Garden Challenge,” in which three “competitors” create a container 
garden using identical materials – each sharing their knowledge of container 
gardening as an emcee asks questions and coordinates questions from the audience. 
The fun happens as each competitor explains the one item that they brought with 
them to include in the container, reflecting their own personalities or interests. The 
Container Garden Challenge consistently attracted large crowds, with 320 people per 
day attending for a total of 2,880 over the nine days of the show. 
 
PHS staff members presentations included:  
 

• Adam Hill, Manager, PHS City Harvest, presented “Good Organic Gardening 
to prevent pest problems.” 

• Zach Popkin, Manager, Rain Check program, presented “Stormwater 
Management at Your Home: Rain Barrels, Downspout Planters and More.” 

• Jenny Rose Carey, Senior Director, PHS Meadowbrook Farm, presented 
“Gardening with Early Spring Bulbs.” 

• Julie Bare, Estate Gardener, PHS Meadowbrook Farm, presented 
“Terrariums: Mini Indoor Gardens.” 

• John Kaszan, Grower, PHS Meadowbrook Farm, presented “Diverse and 
Vibrant Begonias for Your Home.” 

• Johanna Schoeller, PHS Event Manager, hosted a “Gardening and Greening 
Panel.” 

• Lisa Mosca, former PHS City Harvest Director, presented “Growing Fruits and 
Vegetables Organically.” 
 

Dutch-themed presentations included: 
 

• Jack de Vroomen presented “History, Production and Trends of the Dutch 
Flower Bulb Industry.” 

• Brent Heath presented “Creating a Living Flower Arrangement with Bulbs.” 

• Art Wolk presented “Mastering the Art of Wintertime Bulb Forcing.” 

• Jenny Rose Carey, Senior Director, PHS Meadowbrook Farm, presented 
“Gardening with Early Spring Bulbs.” 

• Carrie Preston presented “Postage Stamp Gardening.” 

• Mark Highland presented “Sustainability in the Garden.” 

• Aafje Nijman presented “Trends 2017: A Radical Shift.” 

• Dana Miller presented “Tuber Talk: How to Grow and Divide Dahlias.” 



 

 

• Claire Jones presented “Miniature Elf Gardens and the Wooden Shoe Myth.” 
 
 

Special Appearance:  
 

• Mike McGrath recorded his nationally syndicated radio show, “You Bet Your 
Garden,” (live to tape) at the Gardener’s Studio, on Wednesday, March 15. As 
he does on his popular syndicated radio show, Mike accepted questions from 
the audience and answered them all. More than 380 people attended the 
presentation, but since it was broadcast nationally, thousands of people 
nationwide heard the valuable gardening information that was offered from the 
Philadelphia Flower Show that day. 
 
 

d. Description of sponsor 
 
Subaru of America has been the Premier Sponsor of the Philadelphia Flower Show 
for 15 years. The company contributes $300,000 per year at their sponsorship level. 
Subaru is included in all major marketing, advertising and promotional materials. 
They also enjoy three dedicated areas at the Show for them to activate exhibits and 
displays. They bring three cars for display at the Show and staff these areas with 
product specialists.  
 
 
e. Overall effectiveness 
 
We know we have succeeded in fulfilling our objectives when audiences are engaged 
and interact with questions, when visitors clamor for the handouts that speakers 
create, when the guests won’t let the speaker leave the stage, and when they leave 
the venue chatting about their spring gardening plans. In 2017, 17,765 visitors 
attended 76 Gardener’s Studio presentations, exceeding all previous years’ 
attendance. 
 
Supporting Question: What did you do to update this program? 
 
We featured 14 book authors at the 2017 Gardener’s Studio speaking about their 
area of expertise and autographing their books following their presentations. This 
gave the audience the opportunity to learn more about the subjects and to have a 
ready reference – bringing the Flower Show home to their bookshelves and their 
gardens. 
 
 



 

 

Authors included: 

• Noah Wilson-Rich, PhD, The Bee: A Natural History 

• Bettina Meuller, A Tea Garden in Tivoli. American Garden Design Inspired by 
the Japanese Way of Tea 

• George Armistead, Field Guide to Birds of Pennsylvania 

• Art Wolk, The Little Blue Book of Bulb Forcing 

• Barbara Schmidt, Orchid Care: For the Beginner 

• Ann McCormick, and Lisa Baker Morgan, Homegrown Herb Garden 

• C.L. Fornari, The Cocktail Hour Garden 

• Connie Kirker and Mary Newman, Edible Flowers: A Global History 

• Brie Arthur, The Foodscape Revolution 

• Roger Marshall, How to Build Your Own Greenhouse 

• Mary Fran Cardamone, Botanical Visions: The Art of MF Cardamone 

• David Mizejewski, National Wildlife Federation: Attracting Birds, Butterflies & 
Other Backyard Wildlife 
 

This year, we featured many speakers on topics related to pollinators and wildlife, 
including several nationally known authors. They spoke about bees and beekeeping; 
bringing birds to the garden; supporting monarch butterflies; and gardening for 
wildlife. 
 
In keeping with Show’s focus on Dutch approaches to sustainable living, we also 
concentrated more on the topic of sustainability and ecology at the 2017 Flower 
Show. Areas of discussion included organic pest management; stormwater 
management at home; zero-landfill gardening; home composting; postage stamp 
(small site) gardens; cover cropping; resilient seeds in a changing climate; and 
sustainability in the garden. 
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Captions 
 
 
The Gardener’s Studio, sponsored by Subaru, featured a Subaru for visitors to get a 
close look at. 
 
The daily event schedule posted outside the Gardener’s Studio let visitors see what 
was happening on the day of their visit. 
 
An interactive display located near the Subaru car let guests learn more about 
Subarus. 
 
One of the presentations in the Gardener’s Studio. 
 
Guina Hammond, Community Education and Engagement Manager at PHS, spoke 
during her presentation in the Gardener’s Studio. 
 
Art Wolk talks about bulb forcing and his book of the same name at one of the 
Gardener’s Studio presentations. 
 
Guests listen to one of the presentations in the Gardener’s Studio. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 


