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a) Introduction and Description  of 

Main Event  
The Kentucky Derby Festival works each year to provide 

community service that directly contributes to the 

cultural, educational, charitable and economic 

development of the community. To further that mission, 

the Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation was founded in 

1998. The Foundation, a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit charity 

receives and manages charitable contributions on behalf 

of the Kentucky Derby Festival Inc., its supporters and the 

general public.

The Foundation perpetuates the Festival’s impact on the 

community by developing projects that highlight the 

Festival’s influence on the area’s cultural heritage. It works 

to further the Festival’s educational and charitable mission 

through exhibitions and performances.

In an effort to engage in furthering educational efforts in 

the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 

focus in the community, the Foundation adopted the 

RoboRumble.  The RoboRumble is a regional robotics 

competition for elementary, middle and high school aged 

students produced by Jefferson County Public Schools. 



b.) Name of Opportunity and Sponsor 

Opportunity: RoboRumble

Regional Robotics 

Tournament

Sponsor:  Indiana 

University Southeast 



c) Description and purpose of new sponsorship 

opportunity

The annual RoboRumble is a regional competition open to elementary, middle 

and high school aged students in the district as well to students in surrounding 

counties and the Archdiocese of Louisville and features the following 

competitions.

RCX Robotics Challenge involves teams programming their LEGO NXT/EV3 

robot to solve defined challenges within a specific time.

Robotic Use focuses on creating a robot that either is a transformation of 

another item or transforms the way you do a task. The teams are judged based 

on a defined rubric.

Sumo Bot is a double-elimination tournament where two robots try to remove 

or disable each other while staying on a raised circular ring.

Live Programming involves on-the-spot programming. Teams are given 

several tasks the day of the competition and have two hours to build and 

program their robot to successfully complete one or both of the tasks.

The purpose of the RoboRumble is to engage children of all ages in a fun and 

friendly competition that focuses on the educational areas of Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math.  

During a discovery discussion with potential client Indiana University 

Southeast, the sponsorship sales representative learned their major goals 

included marketing to students, parents and teachers in the Louisville and 

surrounding county areas in which I U Southeast grants reciprocity. IU 

Southeast also supports efforts that have a STEM related focus because of their 

growing Robotics program.  



d)Description of the targeted sponsor and why sponsor was 

targeted  

Indiana University Southeast, a regional campus of Indiana 

University, is a four-year, public, comprehensive university 

located in New Albany, Indiana, just across the Ohio River 

from Louisville, Kentucky. Founded in 1941, it provides high-

quality educational programs and services that promote 

student learning and prepare students for productive 

citizenship in a diverse society, and that contribute to the 

intellectual, cultural, and economic development of our 

region. 

IU Southeast is located 15 minutes north of downtown 

Louisville, Kentucky, in suburban New Albany, Indiana, at the 

edge of southern Indiana's picturesque "knobs," which is a 

region of rolling hills that run parallel to the Ohio River. The 

campus spreads over 180 acres just north of I-265 in 

Southern Indiana.  

Because IU Southeast grants reciprocity to Louisville and 

surrounding county students, they market to students, 

parents, and teachers in those areas.  They also have a 

Robotics department that is relatively new and growing. 

Upon meeting with the Chancellor, Ray Wallace, we 

discovered the RoboRumble (with a few additional benefits) 

would make an exceptional partnership for both IU 

Southeast and the Foundation. 

IU Southeast Chancellor, Ray 

Wallace, congratulated students, 

teachers and parents for 

participating in the 2017 

IU Southeast RoboRumble.



e) Describe the synergy between the event and the 

sponsor

Because of the significant dollars IU Southeast’s 

title sponsorship brought to the RoboRumble

the Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation was 

able enhance the event significantly with shirts 

and event pegasus pins for all participants, 

parents, teachers and coaches.  (Event Pegasus 

pins grant free admission to most Kentucky 

Derby Festival events).  The Foundation was 

also able to provide lunch to participants, 

coaches and parents as well as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd

place  trophies for teams in all four IU 

Southeast RoboRumble categories. 

Additionally, I U Southeast Robotics Professor, 

Dr. Suranga Hettiarachchi, (or Dr. H as his 

students and staff call him) was able to bring in 

a team of IU Robotics students and additional 

staff to help coach and judge the competitions. 

This not only was important with regard 

meeting the need of adding  volunteers to the 

event, but allowed students interested in 

Robotics to interact with  experts and students 

in this field of study from IU Southeast.

IU Southeast students and 

professors help judge the RCX 

Robotics Competition

at the 2017 

IU Southeast RoboRumble. 



e) Overall effectiveness/success of the sponsorship

IU Southeast was able to gain exposure and 

interact with more than 1,000 potential 

students in this very targeted event. 

IU Southeast was able to increase their profile 

in the highly competitive secondary education 

landscape in the Louisville region

The IU Southeast RoboRumble garnered 36 

news and social media mentions equating to 

$52K in publicity value according to Meltwater, 

a media intelligence company.

The Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation was 

able to enhance and elevate the event with the 

sponsorship dollars and the additional 

expertise and volunteers IU Southeast 

provided. 

The ultimate success was more than 1000 

happy kids and parents and the commitment 

from the Chancellor of IU Southeast—who was 

quite pleased,  to continue to support the event 

for years to come.



Supporting Question: What challenges/obstacles did you 

foresee/encounter in creating the program and how did you 

handle them.

We were very lucky to have had Jefferson County 

Public Schools coordinate the IU Southeast 

RoboRumble as they provided expertise, equipment,  

processes and procedures for a very well produced 

event.  

We did have some apprehension with the secondary 

portion of the IU Southeast sponsorship package which 

included an IU Southeast float in the 2017 Pegasus 

Parade.  Their expectation was to have winning teams 

from the IU Southeast RoboRumble ride on their float.  

This required a great deal of coordination with 

teachers, parents and students—as well  as 

coordinating and collecting the required legal 

paperwork for both IU Southeast and the Pegasus 

Parade.  

We were able to handle this process successfully by 

clear communication of what was required, as well as 

communicating when, where and and how to get to the 

IU Southeast float on parade day with each team coach 

and parent. We had parents, teachers and students 

from almost every winning team participate. We also 

had great volunteers from the IU Southeast team to 

make them feel comfortable on parade day.
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