
 

 

IFEA Pinnacle Awards 
 

 
42 Best Sponsor Partner 
 
1. Overview Information 
 
a. Introduction 
 
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s annual PHS Philadelphia Flower Show is the 
nation’s longest-running and largest horticultural event. This year’s extraordinary show 
was held March 11 through 19 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. 

 
The 2017 theme, “Holland: Flowering the World,” celebrated the beauty and ingenuity of 
Dutch culture, from vivid flower fields to innovative eco-design. No other country is as 
well known for its floral industry as the Netherlands, which fills the world with color. The 
Philadelphia Flower Show transported guests to the rainbow landscapes of tulips, 
hyacinths and daffodils and the cut-flower and bulb markets that have shaped Dutch 
history. Floral and garden designers filled ten acres of exhibition halls at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center with unique landscapes, from windmills – one of the 
earliest uses of natural energy – to the 21st-century Ecodome and the Dutch Wave 
movement, which takes a natural and sustainable approach to landscape design. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show benefit the programs of PHS, which brings together 
people from diverse backgrounds to engage in horticultural projects that advance social 
equity, environmental sustainability, and urban livability. 

 
b. The Sponsor Partner was the Netherlands government, Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
which played a vital role in the planning, creation and success of the 2017 Philadelphia 
Flower Show theme, “Holland: Flowering the World.” 
 
c. Description of sponsor and benefit package 
 
The government of the Netherlands did not provide a sponsor fee for the partnership 
with the Flower Show, but it did provide a variety of services and assistance, and 
covered the cost of shipping and construction of the Dutch Ecodome at the Flower 
Show. Cost of construction alone was $175,000.  
 
d. Quality of support to event by sponsor 
The partnership with the government of the Netherlands, through the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, began with a planning visit by PHS staff to Holland in spring 2016. 
The Ministry arranged meetings with other government agencies, including the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Dutch landscape and floral designers, and Dutch companies, as well as 
visits to museums and institutions. Through that trip and subsequent conversations, 
 
 



the Flower Show was able to engage the participation of internationally renowned Dutch 
designers in the show, partnerships with Dutch businesses, and the first visit of the 
Dutch Ecodome to the United States. 
 
In the lead-up to the Philadelphia Flower Show in March, the Netherlands government 
also assisted in the promotion of the show through its participation in the Flower Show 
press conference in February. Joanneke Balfoort, Deputy Chief of Mission at the Royal 
Netherlands Embassy in Washington DC, traveled with other embassy staff to 
Philadelphia to represent her government at the Flower Show’s key media event. A 
highlight of the press conference was Ms. Balfoort’s announcement that Holland had 
bred a new variety of tulip that would be named in honor of the Flower Show and the 
City of Philadelphia, and would be introduced at the show – a beautiful and lasting 
tribute to the partnership. 
 
In the months of preparation for the show, three landscape designers from the 
Netherlands collaborated by long distance with American designers in the planning and 
building of the elaborate exhibits, which introduced the latest thinking in garden design 
and sustainable techniques. Award-winning Dutch landscape architect Nico Wissing 
designed an exhibit that emphasized “reconnection” with the natural environment and 
support for biodiversity using eco-friendly methods and materials. Bart Hoes created a 
sustainable urban garden of vegetables, herbs and grains combined with spring bulbs 
and perennials. Carrie Preston, an American who moved to the Netherlands 18 years 
ago, created an estate landscape of naturalizing bulbs, including flower varieties that 
were new to American gardeners. All three designers came to Philadelphia for the final 
weeks of construction and set-up at the Convention Center. 
 
In addition, the Dutch Ministry assisted in scheduling master classes in floral design at 
the Flower Show led by two experts from the Netherlands, Rene Van Rems and Max 
van de Sluis, whose workshops focused on high-style bouquets and tablescapes. 
 
The Dutch Ecodome was the green centerpiece of the Flower Show. Nico Wissing had 
developed the concept of the Ecodome a decade ago to bring together new concepts in 
sustainability and environmental practices in the Netherlands. The opportunity to 
construct the sphere came last year as the Dutch government was making plans for its 
turn holding the presidency of the European Union. Nico and his team built the structure 
in Amsterdam and filled it will innovations inspired by nature. 
 
The top panels were covered with moss that helped filter vehicle exhaust from the air. 
Below the podium, an ultrafine dust reduction system was installed to capture 70 
percent of the particulates in the air. Red and blue LED technology was used to 
generate optimum growing light for crop plants while achieving energy efficiency. The 
Ecodome also featured solar energy, the ability to convert rain into drinking water, moss 
water storage, recycled concrete, olivine paving that absorbs carbon dioxide, bio-based 
furniture, vertical green walls, climbing plants, fruits trees, herbs and other edible plants. 
 



For its trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show, the Ecodome was broken down into 100 
pieces, packed into containers, and shipped to the Pennsylvania Convention Center. 
Nico and his team guided its re-assembly in the exhibition hall. Flower Show guests 
marveled at the engineering of the structure and extraordinary exhibits that emphasized 
sustainable agriculture and lifestyles. 
 
The Ministry of Economic Affairs also engaged a variety of Dutch businesses in the 
Flower Show, including: 

• Van Drie Veal, which exports Dutch veal through a facility in southern New 
Jersey. The company provided a veal slider station at the Preview Party. 

• Old Amsterdam Cheese, which offered Gouda cheese sampling stations at the 
Preview Party and partnered with Flower Show sponsor KIND Snacks to pair 
cheese samples with snack bars for show visitors; 

• Koppert Cress, which distributed samples of its micro vegetables to guests in the 
Ecodome; 

• Vitro Plus, which has developed hydroponic lettuce kits for consumers and 
shared information in the Ecodome about growing greens hydroponically at 
home; 

• And Suite Plants, which created green, living walls in the Ecodome. 
 
As promised, the Dutch Ministry also introduced the new tulip at the Flower Show. 
At the black-tie Preview Party preceding opening day, Dolph Hogewonin, Consul 
General of the Netherlands in New York, was the special guest at the party’s opening 
ceremonies, and presented a vase of the new red flowers with fringed petals, named 
“Philly Belle,” to Philadelphia’s Managing Director. Michael DiBerardinis. The flowers 
remained on display in the Dutch Ecodome throughout the Flower Show.  
  
e. Goals and successes of relationships 
 
The partnership of the PHS Philadelphia Flower Show and the government of the 
Netherlands achieved its goals on many levels.  
 
The Holland-themed Flower Show was enriched by the participation of leading Dutch 
designers, who brought new ideas, perspectives and authenticity to the show. The 
American designers who worked with them, and all the others who embraced the Dutch 
theme in their exhibits, expanded their skills and toolkits through this interaction and 
exposure. 
 
American audiences were exposed to these new concepts of garden design, flower and 
plant selection, and sustainable living, as well. The mission of PHS to connect people 
with horticulture and to encourage sustainable gardening was well served by the 
conceptual and practical lessons shared by the Dutch designers and the diverse 
exhibits of the Ecodome.  
 
Everyone also came to appreciate the rich history of the Netherlands and the impact of 
Dutch culture on people around the world.  



The Flower Show, in turn, provided a new stage for the Dutch designers and companies 
who participated. Their ideas and products were seen and experienced by 245,000 
guests from around the U.S. and beyond.  
 
Representatives of the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Embassy in Washington, 
and the Consulate in New York also had the opportunity to forge new ties with 
counterparts in the Philadelphia region, including members of the business and tourism 
industries.  
 
f. How the sponsor stands out 
 
The Dutch government was an outstanding partner throughout the planning, promotion, 
and creation of the 2017 Flower Show. The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Ministry of 
Agriculture assisted in the participation of Dutch companies in the Ecodome exhibits; in 
the enlistment of leading designers from the Netherlands; and in the appearances of 
government officials at events of the Flower Show. 
 
Dutch officials played key roles in the most prominent media event, the Flower Show 
press conference, and the major fundraising event within the show, the black-tie 
Preview Party. Their presence on these occasions brought an added sense of 
excitement and majesty, and exemplified the global nature of the Flower Show. 
 
Through the participation of the designers and environmental companies, the Flower 
Show gave visitors a deep understanding and rich experience of Dutch culture and 
innovation. The Dutch Ecodome was at the heart of the green messages of the 2017 
Flower Show. 
 
g. Activation of sponsorship by sponsor 
 
The government of the Netherlands took an active role in the events leading up to, 
surrounding, and during the Flower Show, and promoted its participation through its 
channels and the Dutch media.  
 
In addition to providing a top Embassy official for the Flower Show press conference in 
February, the Dutch Ministry coordinated a luncheon in Philadelphia with local business 
and tourism leaders in order to grow new ties to the region. 
 
The presentation of a new tulip variety grown and named in honor of the City of 
Philadelphia and the Flower Show brought a great deal of local media attention to the 
event. It also was highlighted in Dutch print and digital publications, and generated 
excellent publicity for the government and the show. 
 
Because of the success of the partnership, the Dutch government and its Infrastructure 
Department, which oversees water management issues throughout the Netherlands, is 
in discussion with PHS on plans for continuing the relationship with PHS and the 2018 
Philadelphia Flower Show, “Wonders of Water.” 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
Bollenstreek Omroep  

Tulp uit Lisse voor Philadelphia 
14 maart 2017  

 

Lisse – De tulp Philly Belle van Remarkable Tulips uit Lisse is door de 

Nederlandse ambassade aangeboden aan de stad Philadelphia. De schenking is 

een gebaar van waardering voor het gekozen thema van de Philadelphia Flower 

Show dit jaar “Holland: Flowering the World “. 

Via de website van de ambassade konden bezoekers meestemmen over de 

naam van de tulp: Philly Belle, Philly Love en Pretty Philly. Meer dan de helft 

van de uitgebrachte stemmen waren voor Philly Belle. 

https://www.bollenstreekomroep.nl/
https://www.bollenstreekomroep.nl/
https://www.bollenstreekomroep.nl/


De Philadelphia Flower Show is een van de grootse bloemenshows in Amerika 

en wordt gehouden van 11 t/m 19 maart 2017. De show is een etalage van 

bijzondere bloemen en planten en laat de creativiteit en het talent zien van 

tophoveniers en bekroonde landschapsontwerpers en arrangeurs uit Nederland. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
'Philly Belle' chosen as name for new tulip variety 
News Mar 11, 2017  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=d32aG%2bAK&id=0F3B9BE52065EAFCBF7325F480C2E2A2210CAC77&thid=OIP.d32aG-AKw1ctanDagwmPhAEsCd&q=holland+logo&simid=608040596062407497&selectedIndex=20


Online voters have chosen “Philly Belle” as the name for a new variety of tulip the Royal Netherlands 

Embassy gave as a special gesture of appreciation to the City of Philadelphia during the March 10 Preview 

Gala for the 2017 Philadelphia Flower Show. 

The embassy conducted a poll on its website, NLintheUSA.com, inviting people to vote for their favorite name 

of three possibilities: Philly Belle, Philly Love and Pretty Philly. More than half of the votes cast since the poll 

opened on March 1 were for Philly Belle. 

“It’s fitting people chose Philly Belle because it embodies both the tulip and the City of Philadelphia,” said 

Consul General Dolph Hogewoning of the Netherlands’ Consulate General in New York. “One cannot think of 

Philadelphia without also thinking of the Liberty Bell, and this new variety of tulip is beautiful.” 

The International Cultivar Registration Authority for Tulip Names and the Royal General Dutch Bulb 

Growers’ Association will ensure that “Philly Belle” is listed permanently in the International Register of 

Tulip Names so no other tulip can carry this name. 

The tulip is a result of a 19-year breeding process by Remarkable Tulips, a breeding company in Lisse, a small 

town just southwest of Amsterdam. Its pedals are crimson red and have fringed edges that capture sunlight. 

The tulip is the Netherlands’ way of thanking the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society for choosing “Holland: 

Flowering the World” as the theme of this year’s Flower Show. The show will explore the innovation that has 

defined the Netherlands’ approach of using its unique landscape, from windmills — one of the earliest uses of 

natural energy — to the modern Ecodome, which showcases the beauty of the Dutch landscape and the 

innovative achievements of the Dutch designers in the field of sustainability. The show runs March 11-19. 

Flowers and floricultural products are a major source of trade for the Netherlands. 

The Netherlands has a 44% share of the worldwide trade in floricultural products, making the small Northern 

European nation the dominant global supplier of flowers and flower products. The Netherlands is also the 

source of 77% of all flower bulbs traded worldwide, the majority of which are tulips. 

Follow the Philadelphia Flower Show on Twitter using #FlowerShow. 

 
 
 

https://theflowershow.com/
http://www.nlintheusa.com/
http://www.remarkabletulips.nl/en
http://nlintheusa.com/ecodome/


'Philly Belle' voor Philadelphia 

 
13-03-2017    15:49   |    KAS TuinbouwCommunicatie  

De Nederlandse Ambassade heeft tijdens het Preview Gala van de grote 
Philadelphia Flower Show op 10 maart een nieuwe tulp aan de stad Philadelphia 
aangeboden. Dit is een gebaar van waardering voor het gekozen thema 'Holland: 
Flowering the World'. De tulp komt uit de kraam van Remarkable Tulips uit Lisse. 

De ambassade voerde een poll uit op haar website, www.NLintheUSA.com en nodigde 
bezoekers van de site uit om te stemmen op de favoriete naam. Er waren drie 
mogelijkheden: Philly Belle, Philly Love en Pretty Philly. Meer dan de helft van de 
uitgebrachte stemmen waren voor Philly Belle. 
 
"Het is vrij logisch dat mensen Philly Belle hebben gekozen, omdat het zowel de tulp als 
de stad Philadelphia belichaamt”, zegt consul-generaal Dolph Hogewoning van het 
Nederlands Consulaat-in New York. "Men kan niet denken aan Philadelphia, zonder ook 
aan de beroemde Liberty Bell te denken". 
 
De Philadelphia Flower Show is een van de grootse bloemenshows in Amerika en wordt 
gehouden van 11 t/m 19 maart 2017. Het thema dit jaar is Holland: Flowering the 
World.  De show is een etalage van bijzondere bloemen en planten en laat de 
creativiteit en het talent zien van top hoveniers en bekroonde landschapontwerpers en 
arrangeurs uit Nederland. 
 
Hobaho is intermediair in de bloembollensector en verzorgt de veredeling, coördinatie, 
verkoop en promotie voor Kwekersvereniging Remarkable Tulips 

 

 

mailto:redactie@tuinbouwcommunicatie.nl
http://www.nlintheusa.com/


 

Utforsk Philadelphia 

Denne våren ønsker Philadelphia besøkende velkommen med et hav av nye og spennende 

attraksjoner. 

 

USAs største og eldste innendørs blomstershow, åpningen av det historiske Museum of the 

American Revolution, den årlige vårfestival ved det sjarmerende Rittenhouse Square, et splinter 

nytt LEGO-senter og gjenåpningen av byens ikoniske LOVE Park. 

The Philadelphia Flower Show 

Hva er vel bedre enn å kickstarte våren med et fargerikt blomstershow 11. – 12. mars? 

Pennsylvania Horticultural Societys Philadelphia Flower Show går helt tilbake til 1829 og er en 

fantastisk verden av hager og design. Det er ikke bare det eldste innendørs blomstershow, men 

også det største. International Festivals & Events Association har til og med tildelt 

blomstershowet tittelen som verdens beste blomsterarrangement. 

http://www.inmagasinet.no/


 

 
 

 
(Foto: Remarkable Tulips) 

Tulp Philly Belle krijgt de meeste 

stemmen 
di 14 mrt 2017, 10:30    
 
 

De Nederlandse Ambassade heeft tijdens het Preview Gala van de grote Philadelphia Flower 

Show op 10 maart een nieuwe tulp aan de stad Philadelphia aangeboden. 

Dit is een gebaar van waardering voor het gekozen thema "Holland: Flowering the World ". De tulp 

komt uit de kraam van Remarkable Tulips uit Lisse. 

De ambassade voerde een poll uit op haar website, www.NLintheUSA.com en nodigde bezoekers 

van de site uit om te stemmen op de favoriete naam. Er waren drie mogelijkheden: Philly Belle, 

Philly Love en Pretty Philly. Meer dan de helft van de uitgebrachte stemmen waren voor Philly Belle. 

"Het is vrij logisch dat mensen Philly Belle hebben gekozen, omdat het zowel de tulp als de stad 

Philadelphia belichaamt", zegt consul-generaal Dolph Hogewoning van het Nederlands Consulaat-in 

http://www.bloemenkrant.nl/nieuws/algemeen/22395/tulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen#fbcomments
http://www.bloemenkrant.nl/nieuws/algemeen/22395/tulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen#fbcomments
http://www.bloemenkrant.nl/nieuws/algemeen/22395/tulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen
http://www.bloemenkrant.nl/nieuws/algemeen/22395/tulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bloemenkrant.nl%2fnieuws%2falgemeen%2f22395%2ftulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen&hashtags=Bloemenkrant_nl&text=Tulp+Philly+Belle+krijgt%c2%a0de+meeste+stemmen&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bloemenkrant.nl%2fnieuws%2falgemeen%2f22395%2ftulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bloemenkrant.nl%2fnieuws%2falgemeen%2f22395%2ftulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen&hashtags=Bloemenkrant_nl&text=Tulp+Philly+Belle+krijgt%c2%a0de+meeste+stemmen&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bloemenkrant.nl%2fnieuws%2falgemeen%2f22395%2ftulp-philly-belle-krijgt-de-meeste-stemmen
http://www.bloemenkrant.nl/


New York. "Men kan niet denken aan Philadelphia, zonder ook aan de beroemde Liberty Bell te 

denken". 

Philadelphia Flower Show 

De Philadelphia Flower Show is een van de grootse bloemenshows in Amerika en wordt gehouden 

van 11 t/m 19 maart 2017. Het thema dit jaar is Holland: Flowering the World. De show is een 

etalage van bijzondere bloemen en planten en laat de creativiteit en het talent zien van top-

hoveniers en bekroonde landschapontwerpers en arrangeurs uit Nederland. 

Hobaho is intermediair in de bloembollensector en verzorgt de veredeling, coördinatie, verkoop en 

promotie voor Kwekersvereniging Remarkable Tulips. 

  

 

 

Stad Doetinchem 
Achterhoeker Nico Wissing haalt goud in 

Amerika 
do 23 mrt 2017, 14:47    
 

 

MEGCHELEN/ACHTERHOEK - Opnieuw is het werk van landschapsontwerper Nico Wissing 

uit Megchelen in de prijzen gevallen. Deze keer gebeurde dat tijdens de oudste en grootste 

indoor-bloemenshow 'Philadelphia Flower Show' in Amerika. Wissing sleepte maar liefst drie 

prijzen in de wacht. 

Door Walter Hobelman 

Net teruggekeerd en nog bezig met het verwerken van de jetlag vertelt Wissing vol enthousiasme 

over zijn reis naar Philadelphia. "Het was echt een bijzondere ervaring. De show trekt jaarlijks in een 

paar dagen tijd 270.00 bezoekers. En dat zijn niet alleen vakmensen van over de hele wereld, maar 

ook veel particuliere bezoekers uit heel Amerika en daarbuiten." 

 

De voorbereidingen voor deze beurs zijn al ruim een jaar geleden gestart. "Eind 2015 ben ik 

gevraagd door de organisatie om een tuinontwerp voor de beurs te maken en ook een ontwerp te 

maken voor het centrale welkomstgedeelte. De beurs stond dit jaar in het teken van 'Holland; 

flowering the world'. Een delegatie van de organisatie kwam naar Megchelen met dit verzoek. Zij 

zagen toen de ecodome die vorig jaar in Amsterdam zeer veel aandacht heeft getrokken. Daar 

waren ze zó enthousiast over dat ze deze graag als extra attractie object in Philadelphia wilde 

hebben. Via het ministerie van landbouw en de ambassade in Washington is dat mogelijk gemaakt 

en dat bleek opnieuw een schot in de roos." De ecodome is door Wissing bedacht en ontworpen en 

door zijn buurman Caja van Osch geconstrueerd. 

Wissing heeft de bezoekers van de show laten kennis maken met 'het andere Nederland'. "Niet 

alleen de klompen, de tulpen en de molens, maar vooral ook onze innovatieve kennis rondom 

https://www.facebook.com/1447545472220627_1639376376370868
https://www.facebook.com/1447545472220627_1639376376370868
http://www.staddoetinchem.nl/nieuws/algemeen/141180/achterhoeker-nico-wissing-haalt-goud-in-amerika-?redir
http://www.staddoetinchem.nl/nieuws/algemeen/141180/achterhoeker-nico-wissing-haalt-goud-in-amerika-?redir


ecodesign, moderne stedelijke vergroening, duurzaamheid en architectuur. Alles onder de titel: 

'Reconnection; verweven met de natuur'. We hebben een leefomgeving gecreëerd waarbij de 

voordelen van de natuur en duurzame materialen vervlochten zijn met functionaliteit en het 

welbevinden van de mens", legt Wissing uit. 

In de showtuin van Wissing was te zien dat het gehele leefklimaat positief beïnvloed kan worden als 

men rekening houdt met biodiversiteit, klimaatverandering en producten en materialen met een lage 

ecologische foorprint. "Diversiteit in bloembollen, vaste planten, bomen, heesters en dergelijke 

geven de tuin een natuurlijke en besloten uitstraling waar men echt tot rust kan komen", aldus de 

tuinontwerper. Grote publiekstrekker was bijvoorbeeld een groot vogelnest van wilgentenen, dat 

onderdeel was van het prijswinnende tuinontwerp. 

 

Wissing werkte samen met een aantal andere Nederlandse ontwerpers. "Bart Hoes uit Heemstede 

en Carrie Preston uit Amersfoort hebben ook een deel van het Nederlandse paviljoen ingevuld. 

Daarnaast is Bart Bresser, de bloemenkunstenaar uit Gendringen mee geweest om het geheel op 

zijn kenmerkende wijze sfeervol en verrassend aan te kleden." 

 

Ter gelegenheid van het Nederlandse thema bood Dolph Hogewoning, de consul generaal van de 

ambassade in New York, de burgemeester van Philadelphia namens Nederland een speciale tulp 

aan. "Deze zogenoemde 'Philly Belle' is een rode tulp met een bijzonder kartelrandje, De naam is 

gekozen door de inwoners van Philadelphia en verwijst naar de beroemde Liberty Bell. Deze klok is 

een van de meest bekende symbolen van de Amerikaanse Onafhankelijkheidsoorlog en is 

gehuisvest in een paviljoen gelegen tegenover Independence Hall in Philadelphia. Hiermee laten we 

ook een mooi stukje Nederland achter in deze geweldige stad", legt Wissing uit. 

Uiteindelijk is Wissing met drie prijzen teruggekeerd naar de Achterhoek. Zo werd hij door de jury 

van de Pennsylvania Horticultural Society bekroond met een gouden medaille voor zijn unieke 

ontwerp en keuze voor de beplanting. Daarnaast was ook de gouden American Horticultural Society 

Environmental Award voor Nico Wissing en won hij, met slechts één punt verschil van de winnaar, 

de zilveren schaal voor de beste tuin van de Philadelphia Flower Show.' een prachtig stukje Holland 

promotie dus, maar meer nog, een uniek stukje Achterhoek promotie", meent Wissing. De bekende 

Amerikaanse krant 'The Washington Post' wijdde zelfs een hele pagina aan de hele Nederlandse 

inbreng op de flower show, 

 

Wissing richt zich nu weer op al die andere projecten waar hij mee bezig is. "Of het nu gaat om een 

nieuwe achtertuin, een tuinontwerp voor het nieuw te bouwen Slingeland Ziekenhuis of een ontwerp 

voor een andere grote flowershow, het is allemaal even mooi om te doen", aldus Wissing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsworks 
February 15, 2017  

Dutch treats in store for Philly Flower Show visitors  

 
 

1 / 6 
Philadelphia Flower Show 
Standing before a curtain of cut flowers, Philadelphia Horticultural Society's Sam Lemheney elaborates on the many 
enchantments awaiting visitors to the 2017 Philadelphia Flower Show. (Emma Lee/WHYY) 
Hide captions 

 

BY PETER CRIMMINS  

The annual Philadelphia Flower Show is just three weeks away. And, on March 11, the 
oldest and largest flower show in the U.S. will present the floral wonders of Holland. 

The show will also show environmental sustainability innovations from the Netherlands. 

https://theflowershow.com/


Holland is the world's largest exporter of flowers and floriculture — 77 percent of all 
flower bulbs in the world come from the province in the Netherlands. Most of those are 
tulips, Holland's signature flower. 

During the flower show, Holland will unveil a new tulip hybrid, which is yet unnamed. A 
limited number of bulbs will be for sale. 

Inside the Pennsylvania Convention Center, the show will feature Dutch icons, including 
windmills covered in tulips and bridges that look "plucked right out of Amsterdam," said 
Sam Lemheney, chief of shows and events for the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 

"We also want to try to get deeper. That sustainable and green messaging they want to 
push out there is something unexpected," he said. "Everybody thinks of tulips and color, 
but they don't think of the green. That's what PHS is about, too. 

"We're about the green and sustainable horticulture and gardening." 

The centerpiece of the show will be a huge geodesic dome created by the Dutch 
government. The EcoDome was created last year by a Dutch landscape designer to 
show off materials and technologies developed in Holland for sustainable architecture, 
including vertical gardens; recycled concrete; paving that absorbs carbon dioxide; 
furniture made from plant by-products; and a moss exterior that removes vehicle 
exhaust from the air. 

"It gives us an opportunity to show Holland as the country of the flowers, but not only 
the flowers," said Joanneke Balfoort, a Dutch deputy ambassador. "Also a country of 
innovation, of sustainable living." 

The Philadelphia Flower Show will be the first venue outside Holland where the 
EcoDome will be on view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2017 Flower Show brings Dutch sustainability, 
new tulip variety to Philadelphia  
Updated: February 15, 2017 — 3:17 PM EST  

•  
Nick Vadala / Philly.com 
Mayor Jim Kenney discusses the 2017 Philadelphia Flower Show on Wednesday, Feb. 
15, 2017. 

Nick Vadala 

Staff Writer 

Nick Vadala writes about food and entertainment for Philly.com. 



Philadelphians will be transported to the Netherlands next month when the Philadelphia 
Flower Show sets up shop with a display of 30,000 flowers, the North American debut of 
a massive Dutch sustainability project, and a brand-new species of tulip named for the 
City of Brotherly Love. 

This year’s show, with a “Holland: Flowering the World” theme, will run from March 11 to 
19 at the Convention Center — a week later than usual, to try to bypass the snowstorms 
that have plagued the show in years past. 

Guests can expect a show packed with spring-flowering bulbs, especially the 
Netherlands' famous tulips, with displays that will fill up 10 acres of the center’s floor. 
Exhibits will explore aspects of Dutch life that include canals, bicycles, and, naturally, 
windmills. 

About 6,000 blooms will be featured in an overhead floral canopy — a first for the 
Flower Show,  the world’s largest and longest-running exhibition of its kind. To enter, 
visitors will pass under the canopy and over a flower-box-lined, tiled brick bridge that 
recalls the look of Amsterdam, setting the event’s Dutch tone. 

About 20,000 bulbs were planted around the city this fall by the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society, which runs the Flower Show as its biggest annual fund-raiser. 
Those bulbs, PHS president Matt Rader said Wednesday, will bloom after the Flower 
Show's conclusion. 

The big attraction is the Dutch Ecodome — a 70- by 30-foot geodesic sphere 
highlighting the Netherlands' commitment to green technology -- which will make its 
North American debut at the Flower Show. Designed by Dutch architect Nico Wissing a 
decade ago, the Ecodome was constructed last year and features a number of green 
technologies, including solar energy, rainwater collection, carbon dioxide-absorbing 
paving, and vertical green walls. “It will help us to tell that Holland is tulips and clogs, but 
not only tulips,” said the Netherlands' deputy chief of mission, Joanneke Balfoort. “Tulips 
are very beautiful, as you will see at the Flower Show, but Holland is so much more 
than this annual blossom.” 

A new species of tulip, which was created in Lisse, Netherlands, through decades of 
development, will be unveiled at the Flower Show’s preview party March 10 — as will its 
official, Philadelphia-inspired name. 

More than 180 garden-goods vendors will be in the Flower Show Marketplace, while the 
Grand Hall will host a Dutch Shopping Village, a pop-up beer garden, and a railway 
garden with a Dutch theme. This year also marks the debut of the Garden Spa, which 
will provide massages and DIY essential oils and potpourri. 

Mayor Kenney, who spoke at Wednesday's news conference, took the opportunity to 
take a jab at the tumultuous political landscape: 

http://www.philly.com/philly/home/20160317_2017_Flower_Show_theme_feels_familiar.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/real-time/Now-is-you-chance-to-volunteer-for-the-Flower-Show.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/real-time/Now-is-you-chance-to-volunteer-for-the-Flower-Show.html
http://nlintheusa.com/ecodome/
http://www.nicowissing.com/
https://theflowershow.com/events/black-tie-preview-party


“I’m thankful Holland is not on the travel-ban list,” Kenney said. “I think that the civilizing, 
equitable, sustainable, loving attitude of the Dutch will permeate the city and make our 
immigrants feel a little safer, a little more appreciated.” 

Last year's show, which celebrated the 100th anniversary of the National Park 
Service, drew 255,000 visitors (the highest number since 2012, when 270,000 attended 
the Hawaii-themed show) and won 20 international awards for excellence at 
the International Festival and Events Association’s Pinnacle Awards in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20160315_Flower_Show_draws_another_record_crowd.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/real-time/Philadelphia-Flower-Show-wins.html
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The Philadelphia Flower Show brings the land of tulips here 
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Philadelphia Flower Show 
''Holland: Flowering the World'' is the theme of the 2017 Philadelphia Flower Show. (Emma Lee/WHYY) 

 

BY PETER CRIMMINS  

On Thursday, inside the Pennsylvania Convention Center, landscape architects and 
floral designers were putting final touches on their interpretation of what Holland looks 
like.  

Overwhelmingly, that means bridges and bicycles. 



"It was one of first things we thought of when we considered what we would do for this 
show," said Lauren Hillburn of Hunter Hayes Landscape Design in Ardmore. "It was the 
first thing that came to mind: bicycles, then tulips." 

For the annual Philadelphia Flower Show, opening to the general public on 
Saturday, Hillburn designed a bridge made of bicycles parts painted bright orange, 
spanning a pond with a kinetic water fountain made of - what else? - more bicycle parts. 

The theme of this year's Flower Show is "Holland: Flowering the World." Horticulture is 
one of the The Netherlands' bedrock industries; it is the largest exporter of flowers in the 
world. 

The country is also known for a vibrant bicycle culture, and — at least in Amsterdam, it's 
largest city — for urban water canals. 

The main entrance to the Flower Show — the splashy "wow" piece seen immediately as 
people enter the convention center hall — is a bridge enveloped by thousands of tulips, 
with bicycles locked to its railing. 

One floral designer welded hundreds of bicycle parts together into a dense tangle and 
suspended it in the air like a canopy. 

But Carrie Preston shows us that Holland is not just bridges and bicycles. The New 
Jersey native studied horticulture in Bucks County, then moved to The Netherlands 
where she has been working as a landscape architect for two decades. 

"There are estates in the northern Netherlands where you have centuries-old meadows 
of naturalizing bulbs," she said while setting up her landscape exhibit. 

Naturalizing bulbs are tulips that can propagate themselves in perpetuity. They do not 
have the flashy flowers of the commercially farmed bulbs Holland is famous for — which 
can die off after a few seasons — but given the right conditions they can dominate a 
landscape. The exhibit Preston designed is structured like a formal, classic garden run 
riot with wild tulips, wrapped in a chain link fence laced with floral patterns. 

"That's the American twist on this very Dutch landscape," said Preston. "It has a very 
symmetrical, classic architecture you would find on those estates, but we added chain 
link, which is very much the vernacular of the U.S." 

The centerpiece of the Flower Show is a geodesic dome that was designed for the 
Dutch government. For a years, the EcoDome was on display in Amsterdam to 
showcase design innovations and technologies developed by the Dutch for more 
environmentally sustainable living. It featured things like an air purification system and a 
passive cooling system of large panels of moss. 

It was designed by Nico Wissing, who advocates that a Dutch garden should not be one 
made of tulips and water fountains, but rather one made of reclaimed material from 
wherever you happened to be. 

"We are [shipping] a lot of products all over the world: stones from China, pebbles from 
India, tropical forest woods. We are not friendly to the earth," he said. "If you want to 
make your own garden design, try to make [it] very close in balance with nature." 



The Flower Show opens to the general public on Saturday and runs through March 19. 

 

 

When Philly Flower Show goes Dutch, it 
means airlifting in 12,000 tulips  
Updated: March 5, 2017 — 3:01 AM EST  

 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society president Matt Rader helps with early preparations 
for the Philadelphia Flower Show. (ED HILLE / Staff Photographer) 

Samantha Melamed 

Staff Writer 

Nico Wissing is understandably nervous. His perhaps most famous design, the 
Ecodome – a 36-foot-tall mobile monument to Dutch advances in sustainability – is 
nearing the end of its most arduous journey ever, having been shipped in three 



containers from Rotterdam to New York, then trucked to Philadelphia. To complicate 
matters, the dome's exterior is covered with moss panels, which, he said, had to be 
heat-treated for import. 

Moss, notes Wissing, is among the world’s most resilient plants. 

“Now, we can see how fast it will recover,” he said. He paused, then added, “I think the 
moss will come back.” 

These are the logistical challenges of putting on a Philadelphia Flower Show that is not 
merely a tribute to the Netherlands, but a true transatlantic collaboration that brings in 
leading Dutch landscape designers, as well as Dutch plants, technologies, and 
innovations. 

As a result, "Holland: Flowering the World," which runs Saturday to March 19 at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center, aims to present a nuanced take on a familiar trope. 

Yes, there will be the fields of tulips stretching in rows of pink, gold, and red; after all, 
the Dutch export 77 percent of the world’s flower bulbs, the majority of which are tulips. 
But the underlying theme here is green – as in environmentally sound, and as in the 
color of the grasses, mosses, and shrubs that are staples in the Dutch Wave, or New 
Perennial movement, an approach to landscape design that emphasizes drought-
resistant and native perennials and the use of natural materials. 

“It’s making more of a sustainable and conscious design, versus just putting in a 
beautiful landscape,” said Sam Lemheney, chief of shows and events for the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, which runs the annual event that is its biggest fund-
raiser. 

Still, Lemheney designed PHS’s own grand entryway as a fantasia of the traditional 
Dutch imagery your average Flower Show-goer might be craving. Overhead, there will 
be a 60-foot floating flower field of (mostly dried) tulips, daisies, and hydrangeas, in a 
color gradient that meanders from yellow to lavender. Below, there will be a waterway, 
navigated by bridges and flanked by the requisite windmills, animated with an LED light 
show. The PHS garden also includes an impressive 30,000 fresh tulips, which will be 
swapped out halfway through the show with 30,000 replacements.  

https://theflowershow.com/


 
pennsylvania horticultural society 
A rendering of the Philadelphia Flower Show entrance garden, designed by the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 

As for the Dutch designers’ contributions, they address contemporary trends, most 
directly with the Ecodome, which will be filled with Dutch-grown plants and technologies 
representing sustainable innovation. 

And somewhere in between is Carrie Preston, who grew up in New Jersey going to the 
Flower Show with her mother each spring, and participated in the show as a student at 
Delaware Valley College, before taking an internship with a Dutch landscape 
architecture firm and eventually opening her own firm there, called Studio TOOP. 

When she was invited to participate in this year’s show, she said, “it was like coming full 
circle.” 

PHS paired each Dutch designer with a local landscaper. In Preston’s case, it was 
Wyndmoor’s Burke Brothers. 

So, months ago, she flew from the Netherlands to Philadelphia with a suitcase full of 
bricks typically used as pavers in Dutch designs, hoping to get her vision just right. It is 
a landscape inspired by Dutch aristocratic homes that, in early spring, are surrounded 
by fields of plants, the Dutch call stinze: bulbs that self-propagate over years or decades 
to create self-sustaining plant communities. 

“It’s like millions and millions of snowdrops or crocuses or anemones early in the year, 
and they’re naturalizing,” Preston said. “So it looks wild but it's cultivated over 
centuries.” 



 (It’s an approach she said Americans could use to turn their lawns into carpets of 
blooms in the early spring, then mow back for grass through the rest of the summer.) 

Preston said her work reflects a union of Dutch and American sensibilities. And she 
added an all-American touch: chain-link fencing, though the Dutch-made version she 
selected is woven to look like lace. 

 
Carrie Preston  
An example of the Lace Fence product, from the Netherlands, being used in Carrie 
Preston's Flower Show installation. 

 “The Dutch are more logical, clean lined, and orderly in their approach,” she said. 
“Americans have a much more romantic idea of nature and gardens, so there’s a 
wildness and nonchalance in my designs that a lot of my Dutch colleagues don’t have.” 



 
Joanne schweitzer  
A landscape design project by Carrie Preston of Studio TOOP. She studied at Delaware 
Valley College and is now based in the Netherlands. 

For contrast, visit the exhibition by Bart Hoes, a Dutch designer who created a vision of 
an urban roof garden, showcasing sustainable technologies 

“We see the technical side of inventing new products is on a high level in Holland,” he 
said. “I wanted to translate those new ideas to domestic gardens.” 

Those products include composite wood decking and a pathway of olivine stone that 
binds carbon dioxide, cleaning the air. He added a mix of flowering perennials, 
vegetables, and kitchen herbs to show how gardens in small spaces can be nourishing 
in every sense. 

Or, look to the exhibit by Wissing, the Ecodome designer, whose contribution to the 
Flower Show is a rain garden framed by a structure of woven willow branches. Wissing 
aims to convey how anyone can return to nature, even in the middle of the city. 

“If you capture the rain from the pipes and gutters into your plot and you break the 
asphalt and let plants grow, you can make your own wilderness, your own piece of 
nature,” he said.   

Meanwhile, Dutch engineers will support a team of union workers to assemble the 
Ecodome at the Convention Center. 



“It was really a huge logistical challenge for the Netherlands, but also for the 
Philadelphia Flower Show,” said Ton Akkerman, agricultural counselor for the Royal 
Netherlands Embassy in the United States. 

The dome will include a cutting-edge air purifier, as well as effective natural air purifiers 
in the form of lots of hanging ferns and that blanket of moss on the dome’s exterior. 

It will also include a beehive (“I’ll protect you!” Akkerman assured a reporter), a micro-
vegetables growing system, chairs made of driftwood (yes, more places for attendees to 
sit, to answer a perennial complaint at the show), and a wooden bicycle. 

Not quite so green: More than 12,000 tulips are being shipped by air from the 
Netherlands for this exhibition. 

Lemheney said PHS does what it can to manage waste, though of course the world's 
largest and oldest indoor flower show has made its name on flowers forced in 
greenhouses to bloom out of season. They will recycle and compost what they can, and 
buy Green Mountain Energy carbon credits to offset the rest.  

As for Akkerman, he said even the environmentalist-minded Dutch have their limits: “It’s 
the Flower Show. We like to show the world our famous tulips." 
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US: 10,000 tulips to fill Dutch ambassador's residence in 
Washington 

The Royal Netherlands Embassy will celebrate Dutch Tulip Days 2017 at the residence 

of Ambassador Henne Schuwer, April 5-7, with a series of special events highlighting 

the US-Dutch relationship in horticulture, trade, and international relations. 

 

Ten thousand tulips in red, white, blue and orange arrangements, designed by Susanne 

Schrijvers, will decorate the Ambassador’s Embassy Row residence in Washington, 

D.C. The Neoclassical Revival house, built in 1929, is a perfect setting to showcase the 

Dutch expertise in horticulture. 

 

Members of the media are invited to preview and tour the residence on April 4 at 2 p.m. 

and interview Ambassador Henne Schuwer, Dutch Counselor for Agriculture Ton 

Akkerman, and Caroline Feitel, Agricultural Officer of the Royal Netherlands Embassy. 

 

The Netherlands is well known for its floral industry, and Tulip Days comes on the heels 

of the successful Philadelphia Flower Show, which featured “Holland: Flowering the 

World” as its theme. The Netherlands is No. 1 in the world for greenhouse horticulture, 

export of fresh vegetables, and production of seeds. Fifty percent of the world’s trade in 

floricultural products and 24 percent of the world’s trade in horticultural products is in 

Dutch hands. 
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Get Growing: At the Philly Flower Show, the Dutch theme goes 

way beyond tulips 

Wednesday March 15, 2017 12:01 AM  

Gloria Day  

More than tulips, this week's Philadelphia Flower Show (www.theflowershow.com) offers a look at 

Dutch history and a vision for the future. 

I assumed this year's theme "Holland, Flowering the World," would present a wondrous display of 

tulips, daffodils and all things Holland. I was correct. The central feature delights the eye with 

gorgeous drifts of tulips skirting the replicas of canals and bridges. 

An innovative curtain using vases of flowers mesmerizes visitors as they enter the show. Blue and 

white delft tiles with painted windmills line the underside of the bridge with succulents connecting 



the panel sections. A creative use of the plants, succulents have been a hot garden trend for the past 

few years and are not disappearing anytime soon. 

 

The next surprise was seen in the interpretation of the Dutch New Wave movement of landscape 

design. Mixing Holland's trademark tulips and daffodils with a diverse selection of annuals, 

perennials and wild and ornamental grasses in a naturalistic landscape exudes sustainability and 

renewal. 

Leading Dutch designers were invited to participate in this show. I had the pleasure of meeting two 

of the designers as they put on the finishing touches the evening before the opening. 

Niko Wissing explained his use of natural "architecture" in combination with his philosophy of the 

value of green, living elements used to create an oasis of peace. Reconnecting with nature whether in 

a private garden or public space minimizes the effects of the built environment. 

"Rainwater provides the source for all living elements" he said. 

And the exhibit shows how to connect the overhead gutter collection of water using a rain chain into 

a natural channel to irrigate the landscape. While people relax on the sun deck, the water provides 

soothing music to heal the day's stress. 

Touted as "a visionary in green" in the Netherlands, Niko's design, titled "Reconnection," weaves 

"sustainable materials with human functioning for well-being." 

Carrie Preston offers a look at the unique plant communities used in traditional Dutch estate gardens. 

Carrie's exhibit "Stinze" interprets the gardens surrounding the brick manor houses and "marries 

Dutch cultural heritage - embodied in brickwork and lacework - with the exuberance of spring and 

raw American energy." 

The chain-link fence, the designers' expression of lacework, elevates the functional into beauty. One 

could transcend this concept to an urban contemporary design within the confines of a small fenced-

in space, typical of many city backyards. 

The narrow view opens to a lush garden that could be replicated with a vacant lot or shared property. 

The estate lawn of spring flowering bulbs was under last-minute construction at the time I visited. I 

cannot wait to see how it was completed when I make a return visit to the show this week. 

Bart Hoes created "The Sustainable Roof Garden" in his urban living exhibit. Blending herbs, edible 

plants and perennial gardens in combination with spring bulbs shows American gardeners how to 

benefit from our land. The inner-city garden features a greenhouse, olivine stone that binds carbon 

dioxide and filters the air and a rainwater collection system. Bart expresses, "Even in a jungle, one 

must survive." 

In addition, global award-winning designer Michael Petrie presents "The Style," inspired from the 

cover of the art journal De Stijl, interpreting the work of Piet Mondrian, Vilmos Huszar, Bart van der 

Leck and architect Gerrit Rietveld, renowned for their abstract use of bold primary color squares and 



rectangles and horizontal and vertical black and white lines. This exhibit is meant to be viewed from 

all angles, showcasing the artworks within the enclosed evergreen walls. 

Art, architecture, landscape design and lifestyle, from the history of the development of the tulip to 

the sustainable vision of the future through plants and human endeavor, don't miss the spectacular 

color, creativity and a breath of spring at this year's show, which runs through Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Delconewsnetwork.com 
 

Philadelphia Flower Show to feature Ecodome 

showcasing Netherlands’ horticultural innovations  

The Netherlands’ many horticultural innovations on display at the Flower Show 

By Dutch Godshalk dgodshalk@21st-centurymedia.com @dutchgodshalk on Twitter 

Mar 10, 2017 

 

 
Digital First Media 

The 70-foot-wide, 30-foot-high, plant-filled, geodesic sphere will spotlight the latest in Holland’s green 

technologies. 

 
 
 

One of the centerpieces at this year’s Philadelphia Flower Show looks like it’s from the future. And, in a way, 

it is. 

http://www.delconewsnetwork.com/content/tncms/live/#1
http://www.delconewsnetwork.com/content/tncms/live/#1
http://www.delconewsnetwork.com/content/tncms/live/#1


It’s called the Ecodome, and it’s a 3,500-square-foot, igloo-shaped exhibition of the Netherlands’ most 

innovative green technologies. 

Think of it as a souped-up greenhouse, in which everything from the ceiling to the floor showcases the future 

of Dutch horticulture. 

Solar power. 

Recycled concrete. 

Bio-based furniture. 

All this, and quite a bit more, is incorporated into the layout of this sleek and pastoral, walk-in dome. 

“More or less, the Ecodome is a collection of so-called green ideas” regarding horticulture in the Netherlands, 

says Ton Akkerman, the Dutch counselor of agriculture who is involved in overseeing the Ecodome’s 

presentation at the Flower Show. 

Designed by award-winning landscape architect Nico Wissing, the Ecodome was essentially built as a meeting 

place for ministers of the European Union, where discussions relevant to the EU’s Common Agricultural 

Policy could be held. 

“The first time it was used was the first half of 2016,” says Akkerman. 

Aside from its many cutting-edge features, not least of which involves converting rainwater into drinking 

water, the Ecodome serves as a vibrant and floral talking piece, Akkerman says. It’s a gateway to discussions 

about “the environment, climate change, agriculture, being more sustainable.” 

One of the added benefits of bringing the Ecodome to the U.S. is broadening the world’s image of the 

Netherlands. 

 “We’d like to move away a little bit from the traditional image we have, like cheese, clocks, windmills, etc., 

etc.,” says Akkerman. 

Instead, “We’d like to show the world, show the people, that it’s always possible to be, let’s say, carbon 

neutral.” 

To be clear, attendees at the Flower Show, the theme of which is “Holland,” can look forward to more than 

displays of innovation, the counselor adds. 

The Ecodome is a thing of beauty, with lush plant life bathing the view and tickling the senses. 

“When you are inside, especially if you are somewhere in the back, you can see everything in the room,” says 

Akkerman. “There’s nice colors, nice flowers, it smells nice. Special lights. It’s really exciting.” 

For more information on the Ecodome, visit nlintheusa.com/ecodome. 

 

http://nlintheusa.com/ecodome
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Ecodome rises as Philadelphia Flower Show is 

assembled  

By Kyle Bagenstose, staff writer, Mar 3, 2017 

 
 

With just more than a week until opening night at the Philadelphia Flower Show, a flurry of activity was taking 

place at the Pennsylvania Convention Center Thursday by crews working to transform the massive hall into a 

colorful wonderland of flowers and displays. 

A few trees were idled on the sidelines, their roots balled up, waiting as construction vehicles scurried about to 

build the displays that will become their temporary homes. But one structure was already well underway: the 

skeleton of a giant Ecodome, more than 30-feet tall and 70-feet across, towering over the rest of the hall. 

https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/users/profile/kbagenstose


When complete, the dome will be a living, breathing display of the latest in sustainable design from the 

Netherlands, a country steeped in rich horticulture tradition that is doubling as this year's flower show theme. 

“(The dome) is basically the Netherlands' scalable hub to promote sustainability, cutting edge green design, 

and the innovation of the Netherlands,” said Seth Pearsoll, creative design director for the Pennsylvania 

Horticultural Society, which organizes the flower show. “A lot people are used to sustainability being kind of 

academic, maybe not accessible. The Ecodome really showcases how it's aesthetic as well as good for the 

environment.” 

The Ecodome's presence at the flower show marks its first trip outside the Netherlands, according to the 

country's U.S.-facing website. It was designed by Nico Wissing, a landscape architect from the Netherlands, 

and built for the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs. According to the Dutch website, the ministry used the 

dome as “a place where European Union ministers and agriculture counselors could discuss the future of the 

Common Agricultural Policy” in an inspiring setting. 

Among the dome's features: fruit trees, “living” plant walls, an insect hotel, and floral displays. Moss on the 

dome's outer paneling helps remove pollution from the air and can filter out 70 percent of certain-size 

particulates. Red and blue LED lights also generate the “optimum growing light” for crops while delivering a 

200-fold energy efficiency improvement over traditional growth lights, according to the Dutch website. 

Visitors will be free to walk in and around the dome, meeting with some of the designers, Pearsoll said. 

“Inside there's a handful of Dutch partners showcasing sustainability,” Pearsoll said, adding there will also be 

visual screen displays, cress testing, and specially-bred fragrant roses. “You're going to get a really cool touch 

of Dutch sustainability; it's going to be beautiful.” 

Getting the Ecodome to Center City Philadelphia wasn't easy, Pearsoll said. The show's planners first dreamed 

up the idea while visiting the Netherlands in May to connect with designers in the country, and had to handle 

all the paperwork and logistics of shipping the giant structure. Broken down into more than 100 heavy pieces, 

filling three shipping containers, the dome spent several weeks on the Atlantic before arriving in New Jersey 

last week. 

“We've been working around the clock to get this thing setup.... It's been really fun to watch it come together,” 

Pearsoll said. 

The crews have until the night of March 10 to ready the Ecodome and the rest of the show for a members-only 

opening. The flower show will open to the general public March 11, and run through March 19. 

While the Ecodome is one of the more avant-garde attractions, Pearsoll says the show will be a mix of the old 

and the new, in keeping with Netherlands' approach to horticulture. 

“Holland is a really interesting place that sits at the intersection of some really traditional design methods ... 

but they're also really at the cutting edge of garden design (and) sustainability,” Pearsoll said. “At this show 

you're going to get a mix of the old and the new. You're going to get some things that you would expect; you're 

also going to see some things that you've never seen before.” 

And after the show? Pearsoll said the Ecodome is coming down only to be packed up again and shipped to 

Indonesia, where another culture can get a firsthand look at the some of the best sustainable ideas Netherlands 

has to offer. 

 

http://nlintheusa.com/ecodome/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Carrie Preston: Global growing, from Jersey to Holland  

Suzi Nash  
February 23, 2017  

 
 

Knock on wood, Philadelphia has escaped the threat of a storm-filled winter, but that doesn’t mean 
we’re not still jonesing for a taste of spring. Enter the Philadelphia Flower Show, our annual gift to 
the world,where Philly gets to show off its softer side. This week’s Portrait is expat Carrie Preston, 
landscape designer extraordinaire who will be exhibiting at this year’s show. She spoke to me from 
her current home in Holland — also the theme for the show. 

PGN: I understand that you’re a Jersey girl. 

CP: I am. I grew up by the shore, near Red Bank. 

http://www.epgn.com/component/contact/contact/28
https://theflowershow.com/


PGN: Tell me about it. 

CP: My father’s family has been in that area for a long time so we were really knit into the fabric 
there. I have an older brother who still lives nearby. I really enjoyed it too, but for some reason I 
always really wanted to leave. The grand irony is that whenever I go back I think, Now why did I 
want to leave here? I was outside constantly, though I’d usually try to go to the beach in the 
evenings or in the winter when it was quiet. I went to Sandy Hook Nature Center a lot, which was 
about 20 minutes away biking. [Laughs] That’s very Dutch of me to measure things in biking time! I 
worked in a garden center there when I was 14 and that’s where a lot of my interest in gardening 
took root. 

PGN: Did you stay away from the beach during regular hours because you were an introverted kid? 

CP: I wouldn’t call myself introverted but I’m definitely not a crowd person. I’m on the cusp of being 
introverted. I like people, I’m good with people and can lecture large crowds, but in this profession 
I’m also alone a lot and I enjoy that. I spend about 80 percent of my time alone and I like it that way. 

PGN: I’m the same way; I do a lot in public but actually like being alone quite a bit. I call myself an 
extroverted introvert. So at age 14, you were working in the garden center, learning how to 
propagate plants and literally learning about the birds and the bees. 

CP: [Laughs] I guess I was. But I think what really drew me to it was that Red Bank was very posh, a 
lot of extreme wealth. My father’s a contractor, so we were part of it, yet not part of it, and I was 
craving something real. The garden center was something very tangible in that world. And I liked 
being an expert at something. I enjoyed learning a vocabulary that not many people had, and so all 
of my allowance as a kid went to experimenting with plants and crafting this world for myself. A lot of 
kids at that age are searching for their identity and trying on what other people suggest they should 
like, but this was very much my own thing. It was a blessing to find something that I loved right off 
the bat. 

PGN: When did you have your first inkling about being gay? 

CP: I had a crush on the manager at the garden center. She was much older and therefore safely 
out of reach, which is how I wanted it for a long time. My first genuine relationship wasn’t until I was 
29. I think relationships with women ask for a certain amount of vulnerability from me that I definitely 
avoided for some time. But I’m now happily married. She’s from this area but grew up abroad, so I 
call her Dutch-light. 

PGN: How did you meet? 

CP: She’s a graphic and commercial retail designer and I was familiar with her from a women’s 
entrepreneur network. When I ran into her at a creative networking event, I invited her to an 
architectural network program, which I thought very clearly was a date but she was clueless about it. 
[Laughs] I had to send her an email the next day to let her know that it had been our first date — at 
least in my mind — or we might have never gotten together. 

PGN: That’s great. So how did you go from being a kid from New Jersey working in a nursery to 
being a world-traveling designer? 

CP: I always wanted to leave Jersey. I took a trip around the world when I was 22 and at the end I 
still wasn’t ready to go back, so I got some education here and started a business and one thing led 



to another. Holland wasn’t meant to be a permanent destination but it seemed to embrace a lot of 
the values that I had on environmental issues, social issues, etc. What’s funny is that all those things 
that were so stridently important to me — riding my bike everywhere and bringing my own bag — is 
passé here; grandmothers do it. One thing that Holland’s taught me was to not try so hard. It’s a very 
unambitious place, which is very healthy for a high-strung perfectionist from New Jersey who always 
needs to achieve more. And Holland is like, “Please stop that. Just do less and be less and have a 
cup of coffee.” It may sound very strange to an American, but it’s very therapeutic in many ways. 

PGN: Tell me your best and craziest moments traveling around the world. 

CP: In 1999-2000 I spent about seven months woofing across Australia, when that practice didn’t 
really exist. 

PGN: Woofing? 

CP: Willing Workers on Organic Farms. I’d studied sustainable agriculture and I was always looking 
for off-the-beaten path places. A few of us traveling around realized, Oh, shit. Christmas is coming 
and we haven’t figured out what to do. We ended up on this goat farm in Telangana, about two 
hours north of Melbourne in the middle of nowhere. We were castrating goats with these Seventh 
Day Adventists. It was awful; they fed us this horrible bean-curd for three days straight. At one point, 
we went to go for a walk but there were so many flies all over us we couldn’t even do that. That’s 
when we decided we’d had enough and the day before Christmas we took off and got the most 
expensive hotel room in Melbourne as an antidote to our horrible goat-castrating, bean-curd-eating, 
fly-covered outback experience! Sometimes you discover just why something is off the beaten path. 
Best experience would be in South Africa. It’s one of the most beautiful places in the world and it 
was very oddly familiar, partially because there’s so much biodiversity in the plant life there. I was 
seeing plants from around the world, which were like old friends. Oh, and last June I had an amazing 
time visiting the botanical gardens in Tajikistan for two weeks. It’s so remote, there’s amazing 
vegetation in the wild, and traveling around with 15 plant nerds who knew more than me was 
fantastic as well. 

PGN: It’s funny, I think we have the impression that every place except the U.S. and the U.K. is war-
torn rubble. 

CP: I think we all have an image of most of the former Soviet Union being vacant and empty, which 
is part of why I wanted to go. I wanted to fill in those empty places on the map that you have no 
mental picture of. And going there you realize that 80 percent of life there is just like home. I’ve had 
some amazing opportunities. On Nov. 9, the day after the U.S. election, I was in Russia to give a 
naturalistic planting lesson for Russians and it was the best place to be because those people know 
how to deal with that stuff. No one even mentioned it. “Let’s just talk about life and plants and 
anything but the election.” So yeah, we often think we’re the center of the universe when the rest of 
the world is going day to day and not as concerned with us as we think. 

PGN: Right on. Let’s talk about your business. I was looking at some of your work and it’s absolutely 
beautiful. It’s contemporary but still very natural. Nothing looks forced; it looks like the plants all 
belong there. 

CP: That’s a fantastic compliment because that’s what I strive for. I think in the best design, you 
almost forget it was designed. There’s a word in Dutch, “Vanzelfsprekendheid,” which translates 
somewhere between obviousness, naturalness and “of course it should be this way.” I try to design 
so it fits you like your favorite sweater. The contemporary side is a reaction to Dutchness. The Dutch 
landscape is very linear, mostly manmade. They once did a survey across the world asking for their 



favorite painting and pretty much every culture chose a picturesque landscape, but the Dutch chose 
an abstract painting, which is partly their aesthetic but it’s also their self image. They want to be very 
modern, progressive and forward-thinking. When I first came here, it took me a while to get used to 
all the straight lines. I resented what I saw as rigidity but I came to realize that once you accept 
structure, it actually leaves more room for the wildness around it. I’ve found that both in life and 
design. 

PGN: [Laughs] I’m going to need you to spell that word for me. 

CP: You can’t spell check Vanzelfsprekendheid? [Laughs] And that’s not even a long one. The 
Dutch have a tendency to stick 10 words together and call it one word. 

PGN: The Flower Show theme this year is “Holland: Flowering the World.” What are you going to be 
doing? I read something about “stinze?” 

CP: When Americans think of Holland, they think of bulbs, so I know I need to have bulbs in the 
garden but I don’t want to go full-on keukenhof, which is a typical, almost kitsch-style garden that’s 
very showy and very loud that people associate with the Dutch. It was originally a kind of catalogue 
for bulb growers to show off their bulbs. Most Dutch people don’t really like it. It’s the Disney version 
of a garden. I wanted to do something different. In the northern part of the Netherlands, there are a 
lot of beautiful estates built out of stinze, which is the Fresian word for stone. In the 12th century, 
gardeners there started collecting and trading bulbs, mostly small, naturalized bulbs that just spread 
and spread. If you go there this time of year, you’ll see swaths and swaths of bulbs that have been 
spreading for eight centuries, both native and foreign due to the travels of those botanical explorers. 
And they come back each year, more beautiful than ever. So my design is inspired by those estates. 
I’m using a lot of Dutch plants but I’m also incorporating American native plants to show people how 
they can create their own stinze garden. 

PGN: I have to admit, I’m one of the ugly Americans who just plants new annuals each year. I want it 
to be different each year. 

CP: Ah, but done right, a garden is going to be different each year. 

PGN: And like Veruca Salt from “Willy Wonka,” I want it now! 

CP: [Laughs] Well, that’s a more honest answer. Annuals are all about immediate gratification. But 
the motto of one of our bulb growers here is “Enjoyment is thinking ahead.” Gardening is a very slow 
and humbling process; immediate gratification is nice, but the sublime, reach-into-your-heart beauty 
happens slowly over years and sometimes decades or centuries. 

PGN: [Laughs] Duly chastised. Have you participated in the Flower Show before? 

CP: Years ago I went to Delaware Valley College in Doylestown to study horticulture and 
sustainable agriculture and we did an exhibit, so it’s kind of surreal to be going back after all this 
time. Kind of a full-circle moment. I’m using the stinze theme but I’m also incorporating imagery from 
my childhood. I built an arbor, which is very Dutch linear and stately, but I’m also using chain-link 
fence, which evokes memories of the shore for me. It brings some American vernacular into the 
piece. The lace pieces are really cool. I like mixing the strong industrial aspect of the metal with the 
high femme of the lace. 

PGN: Will you be seeing the family while you’re here? 



CP: Yes, they’ll all be coming to the show, which is a little unnerving. [Smiles] I’m used to going to 
them, not having them come to me and being part of my world. 

PGN: I read that when you design, one of the most important elements is your listening skills. 

CP: Any sort of design process is very intimate. I spend a lot of time getting to know who the clients 
are and what’s going to draw them outside to really use the space. I don’t design gardens to look at, 
I design gardens to be in. People will tell you the socially desirable answers that they think you want 
to hear, or describe who they want you to think they are so you have to get under the surface and 
unearth who they really are. My questions aren’t necessarily about the garden but about who they 
are as individuals. Are you at heart a messy person? What makes you really tick? 

PGN: Let’s learn some things about the way you tick. Are you one of the handful of Americans that 
knows the difference between centimeters and feet? 

CP: Ha. I have to say, one of the challenges of the Philly show has been trying to remember how to 
think in inches and feet again. It’s hard! I much prefer working in centimeters. 

PGN: What three people would you invite to your garden party? 

CP: Beatrix Farrand, she’s probably the most influential female landscape architect of the 20th 
century in America. Mien Ruys, who is a Dutch landscape designer, one of the most influential 
designers, male or female, in Holland. And Topher Delaney, she’s a pretty fascinating post-
modernist designer in California. I’m interested in all three because they’re more artist than architect 
in their approach, yet they all have very divergent approaches to their work. It would be fascinating 
to have all three together to get their viewpoints. 

PGN: Best and worst food in the Netherlands? 

CP: Dutch food sucks. There’s a reason you don’t find Dutch restaurants anywhere in the world, not 
even here! These are farmers and sober people who believe in working hard; they’re Calvinists — 
you don’t enjoy life, you work hard. And so Dutch cuisine is pretty much a cheese sandwich for 
breakfast, lunch, and if it’s possible, dinner. When I came here, just trying to get a salad was like … 
let’s just say there are a lot of good things about Holland, just not the food. Though they do have 
amazing cheese and chocolate, so we’ll give them that. 
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Carrie Preston, a Delaware Valley College alumna now living in the Netherlands, is among a select few 

landscape architects asked to design at the Philadelphia Flower Show at the Pennsylvania Convention Center.  
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