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1.  OVERVIEW INFORMATION 

a. Introduction & description of main event 

The Novant Health Thanksgiving Day Parade 
occurred in Charlotte, North Carolina on 
Thursday, November 24, 2016.  
 
The Thanksgiving Day Parade has been a 
holiday tradition in Charlotte since 1947. For 
nearly three-quarters of a century, hundreds 
of thousands of participants, volunteers, 
sponsors, families and friends have centered 
their Thanksgiving traditions on this parade. 
The Novant Health Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
formerly known as the Carolinas’ Carrousel Parade, has grown over six decades and become a celebrated 
tradition that kicks off the holiday season. When Carolinas’ Carrousel, Inc. could not find a title sponsor, it 
appeared as though the parade and scholarship program would cease to exist. The parade was canceled at the 
beginning of August 2013. Just a short three weeks later, Novant Health signed on as the title sponsor of the 
Thanksgiving tradition for the next three years.  With the financial backing of Novant Health, Charlotte Center 
City Partners rose to the challenge and agreed to produce the event, ensuring the tradition 66 years in the 
making would continue. With less than 90 days to produce the parade, Charlotte Center City Partners worked 
tirelessly to make the parade a success. This past year, in 2016, the parade was broadcast into 1.5 million 
homes from around the region, allowing for all ages to enjoy the production.   
 
The revitalization of this historical event required a clear vision and a plan of action. At Charlotte Center City 
Partners, we held ourselves to our usual high standards, aiming to improve the parade on all levels and for 
everyone involved in the event. The two main goals were to elevate the entertainment level and increase the 
audience. It shouldn’t go without mentioning that we set long-term goals for syndication and regional 
recognition as well.  
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b. Name of sponsor 

 
 

c. Description of sponsor 

Novant Health is an integrated system of physician practices, hospitals, outpatient centers, and more – each 
element committed to delivering a remarkable healthcare experience. With world-class technology, personal 
connections, and care that’s easier to access and understand, Novant Health is there every step of the way on 
your journey to health and wellness. 
 
Novant Health has been a sponsor of the parade for four years, and ensured the tradition of the parade would 
continue for years to come. Novant Health has committed to sponsor the parade through 2020, ensuring the 
Charlotte tradition continues for many more years. 
 
As Title Sponsor, Novant Health received recognition in all materials leading up to the parade, as well as during 
the parade. All of the parade volunteers wore branded jackets, several commercials were aired and they had 
two units in the parade; a group of ambulances, mammogram truck and cruisers as well as an honorary 
marshal.  The sponsor benefits for Novant Health include, but were not limited to: 

 
Advertising and Public Relations 
• Logo included on all promotional materials 

(banners, app, coloring book, day of program, 
posters) 

•  “Live” interview of Company Rep. during 
parade 

• Logo/mentions on television commercials and 
radio commercials 
 

Digital Promotion 
• Link on Mobile App to company website 

• Highlighting company on social media 

 
 
 
 

Opportunities within Parade 
• A Parade entry and an Honorary Grand Marshal 

• Company Name inclusion in all Parade stage 
announcements 

• Volunteers wore jackets with partner logo and 
in partners’ company color, aubergine  
 
 

Special Benefits 
• VIP Seating passes in Parade Grandstand. 

• Passes to VIP Breakfast 

• VIP parking spaces 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

d. Quantity and quality of support to event by sponsor 
 
Novant Health saved the Thanksgiving Day Parade in 2013 
and continues to be a strong partner not only for the parade 
but for Charlotte and its surrounding community.  
 
Not only does Novant Health support the parade on a 
monetary level, they engage their employees to volunteer, 
accounting for more than 50% of our total number of 
volunteers.  

 
e. Goals and success of relationship for both  

event and sponsor 
 

The partnership provides critical revenue to support the 
parade operations. For Novant Health, the partnership yields 
tremendous brand exposure and awareness across the 
Charlotte and Southeast region. 

 
f.  How the sponsor stands out over all other 
sponsors 
 
Novant Health has been an amazing sponsor to the parade. 
From saving the parade in 2013, to continuing to support 
the vision and mission of the parade committee, they take 
their role as a community leader very seriously and continue 
to deliver. 

 
g. Activation of Sponsorship by Sponsor 
Novant Health activates their sponsorship, not just on 
Thanksgiving Day, but throughout the year.  They engage 
their employees to volunteer with float clean up, Order of 
the Wishbone and volunteer training.  They invite the 
parade mascot “Queen Charlotte” to visit the Children’s Hospital, and other Novant Health sponsored events.  
In addition to the pre-parade activation, Novant Health provides a Marshal for the parade, and provides 
jackets to all of our amazing volunteers. 


