
PREMIER’S MESSAGE
On behalf of the New South Wales (NSW) Government, I am delighted to support the submission from 
Destination NSW in the 2017 IFEA World Festival & Event City Awards.

Sydney is the capital of NSW, the international gateway to Australia and one of the world’s most vibrant, 
innovative and beautiful cities. 

Festivals and events in Sydney are recognised as integral to the city’s appeal as a place to visit, live, work 
and do business. Each year hundreds of festivals and events provide the foundation on which Sydney 
continues to build its reputation as a culturally rich and diverse city.

Sydney’s investment in major infrastructure is paying huge dividends for its reputation as a world-class 
tourism and events destination. The city has entered a new era of event capability with the opening of the 
International Convention Centre Sydney (ICC Sydney). The state-of-the-art venue cements Sydney’s reputation 
as a premium choice on the world stage for major events, which Australia has never before had the facilities 
to host. ICC Sydney has delivered the nation a new and emblematic piece of business events and tourism 
infrastructure, underpinning Sydney’s position as one of the most desirable event destinations in the world. 

Capital works have also commenced on major projects like rebuilding the city’s major stadia network, the 
new Sydney Metro, CBD & South East Light Rail and Barangaroo Ferry Wharf, which will ensure Sydney 
continues to build its reputation as a strong, sustainable and liveable global city – for residents and visitors 
alike. Sydney is also in the midst of a hotel boom, attracting record levels of investment, making room 
for growing numbers of domestic and international visitors who travel to Sydney to enjoy its world-class 
events calendar. 

The NSW Government, through its tourism and major events agency, Destination NSW, produces 
Australia’s most compelling calendar of major events across arts, entertainment, lifestyle and sport. 
Many are now recognised as exclusive to Sydney, further adding to the city’s unique destination appeal.

Over the past year, Sydney has hosted extraordinary events including the world’s largest festival of light, music 
and ideas, Vivid Sydney; the first ever College Football Sydney Cup; the Australian premiere of Dream Lover 
– The Bobby Darin Musical; the ARIA Awards; the 2017 HSBC Sydney 7s; the 2017 Sydney Gay and Lesbian 
Mardi Gras; Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour’s production of Bizet’s Carmen; Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week 
Australia; and National Rugby League (NRL) sporting blockbusters including the NRL Grand Final. 

The success of these events has been achieved by working in partnership with event owners, industry and 
the community, all of whom play a key role in helping Sydney to further its reputation as Australia’s leading 
tourism and events destination.

The NSW Government is extremely proud of Sydney’s recognition in the IFEA World Festival & Event City 
Awards for the past seven years, and it is with great pride that I support Sydney’s submission in this year’s 
IFEA Awards.

Yours faithfully,

GLADYS BEREJIKLIAN MP 
NSW Premier


