
PREMIER’S MESSAGE
On behalf of the New South Wales (NSW) Government, I am pleased to support the City of Coffs Harbour’s 
nomination for the IFEA World Festival & Event City Award.

Located on the east coast of NSW, and long regarded as one of Australia’s most loved holiday destinations 
for its natural attractions and sub-tropical climate, Coffs Harbour is the gateway to the Coffs Coast, a unique 
region which encompasses unspoilt beaches, marine parks, diverse wildlife, world heritage rainforest and a 
rich cultural and Indigenous history. 

Coffs Harbour is a vibrant and dynamic city boasting a diverse range of events which take advantage of all 
that the region has to offer. From food and wine festivals showcasing local offerings, and international-level 
sporting competitions which take place along the stunning coastline, to events which celebrate distinctive art, 
culture and homegrown talent, many of these events are secured by the NSW Government through its tourism 
and major events agency, Destination NSW, and continue to attract an ever increasing number of visitors.

Tourism and events are major economic drivers for the region, and since its award-winning IFEA submission 
last year, Coffs Harbour City Council has developed and adopted long-term strategies for these important 
sectors. The event and tourism strategies are also supported by the continuing improvement of city 
infrastructure. This includes a renewed City Centre Precinct, major redevelopment of the Jetty Foreshores, 
and the expansion of Coffs Harbor Regional Airport – the largest regional airport in NSW, which continues to 
increase connections to major capital cities and regional centres.

In 2016 and 2017, Coffs Harbour hosted several major sporting events for the first time, including Women’s 
International Cricket matches and a Football Federation of Australia (FFA) double header. The forward-
thinking attitude of other local organisers also brings a diverse range of events to the area, all of which attract 
strong attendance from both locals and visitors. These include the Saltwater/Freshwater Indigenous festival, 
the Screenwave International Film Festival, Music in the Vines, the Billabong Ozgrom Cup for junior surfers, 
BCU Coffs Triathlon, and the Taste Woolgoolga Festival.

The success of the many sporting, cultural and social events which feature on a packed annual calendar for 
the Coffs Harbour region, are celebrated and proudly supported by local people, business and Council. With 
events such as the World Rally Championships being broadcast widely overseas, featuring the spectacular 
landscape of the Coffs Coast, this region is deservedly being brought to the attention of a world-wide audience. 

With many thousands of visitors travelling to Coffs Harbour especially to attend events and festivals, and 
returning year on year, the region is set to continue to attract and cultivate a strong line-up of international, 
national and local events. Coffs Harbour is a jewel in the crown for NSW regional events and event tourism, 
and it is with great pleasure that I support this year’s entry in the IFEA Awards. 

Yours faithfully,

GLADYS BEREJIKLIAN MP 
NSW Premier


