


A. Introduction and background of main event. 

The Des Moines Arts Festival®, Iowa’s only free, three-day celebration of the arts, celebrated its 19th-annual Festival 

June 24-26, 2016 with an exciting line-up of visual art, live entertainment, film, community outreach, interactive 

activities, eclectic foods, craft beer, and fine wines in Downtown Des Moines’ Western Gateway Park, attracting more 

than 260,000 guests.  

At the heart of the Festival is the juried art fair featuring 180 professional artists selected from a pool of nearly 1,000 

applicants.  The commitment to visual art extends to all ages through the Festival’s Emerging Iowa Artist (EIA) program, 

and the Des Moines Art Center’s Student Art Exhibition: Nurturing a Student’s Vision (SAE) program. Over 450 students 

in grades Kindergarten through Graduate School were featured during the Festival. 

Adults and children of all ages were welcome to engage in a variety of hands-on, arts-related activities that includes 

everything from salsa dance lessons to marble painting to creating your own t-shirt. MidAmerican’s BOOM ART! Mural 

and Pinots Palette self-guided painting lessons provided large scale opportunities. If guests didn’t want to get their 

hands dirty, exhibiting artists demonstrated their craft with over 25 Artist Demonstrations. 

The Interrobang Film Festival celebrated the art of film throughout the three-day weekend. Twenty-six films, selected 

from over one hundred submissions from around the world, were chosen to be part of the public screenings. Guests 

also had the chance to attend a MidWest Filmmakers Panel. 

The local community was engaged with the Festival through several community outreach programs including the 

Volunteer Program, Patron Program, and the Non-Profit Partner Program, which allows local organizations to raise 

much-needed funds to support arts-related activities year-round. 1,252 volunteers supported the Festival through a 

variety of opportunities.     

The Festival’s green program provides guests the opportunity to reduce, reuse and recycle throughout the event at 

seventeen custom-designed Zero Waste Stations.  The Sustainability Program is in its second year of its multi-year 

strategic plan to achieve zero waste by 2017. 

The Community Choice Credit Union Performing Arts Stage headlined with Lojo Russo and her classic act, and featured 

other performances in dance, theatre, and music. Headliners Gin Blossoms and Grand Funk Railroad were watched by 

thousands of guests on the Hy-Vee Main Stage. Guests had the chance to sit back and relax at the Acoustic Stage 

presented by Meredith which offered a variety of music with a beverage station nearby. 

 

The Des Moines Arts Festival has truly put Des Moines, Iowa, on the map, drawing more than three million guests to 

the three-day event during the past 19 years. The Festival has something for everyone to enjoy and it’s all free to 

attend. 



B. Description and purpose/objective of Event within Festival 

In its eighth year, the Interrobang Film Festival (IFF) continued with its exceptional standard of merging traditional film 

production with public screenings. IFF featured 28 films from 13 countries. Categories for submission included 

Features, Mids, Shorts, Short Shorts, Documentaries, and Free Form, while entrants had the option of applying in 

either the Professional or the Student filmmaker division. In addition to the screenings, the IFF gave audiences 

something extra to cheer about with updated sound and projection at the Des Moines Public Library.  

The awards covered many topics including, Best of Show, Best Storytelling, Best Cinematography, Best Non-Scripted, 

Best Short, Best Feature, and Best Honorable Mention. There was also Honorable Mention Awards given out to five 

worthy films.  

 
C. Target audience and attendance/number of participants 

The Interrobang Film Festival targets both filmmakers and film lovers alike. With 28 films selected and three separate 

viewing rooms, thousands of people came to the Downtown Public Library to catch a showing of a film or two 

throughout the three-day festival.  

D. Overall revenue/expense budget of event 

This is a free event, so there is no revenue as a result of the event directly. Overall expenses totaled $4,277. 

E. Tie-in of program to main festival 

Film is one of the five pillars of art at the Des Moines Arts Festival®, making the Interrobang Film Festival an important 

component that helps to offer another aspect of the arts for people to enjoy throughout the weekend. Film is one of 

the crucial elements to the Festival and the effort is made to represent many different categories within the selection 

of films selected for the Festival each year. From professional to student filmmakers, full-length documentaries to 

riveting shorts, local film artists to international film artists, the Festival tries to showcase the best of each of these 

categories to create a stellar line-up each year and provide something that each guest will enjoy.   

F. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event 

The Interrobang Film Festival has been a part of the Des Moines Arts Festival for eight years and continues to astound 

audiences with the quality and variety of films. For the 2016 Festival, there were over 130 applicants for the limited 

space available throughout the weekend. The final count included 28 films from filmmakers representing 13 nations 

around the world.  

G. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with event and benefits to each  

This event was self-supporting through general sponsor dollars. 

 



H. What makes the event unique & creative? 

The immense variety of films and entry categories truly brings a wide assortment of entries to allow the Festival to 

choose the best of each category in order to get an eclectic mix that will have something to appeal to everyone. With 

prizes for the Best Foreign Film and Best Non-Scripted, the Festival is able to encourage people of every age to explore 

their filmmaking side and submit an entry as well as find some quality, local-made films. The Festival strives to inspire 

creativity within the local community year-round and this particular event helps to inspire local filmmakers to share the 

beauty of our community with thousands of Festival guests.  

I. Overall effectiveness/success of program 

Each year the Festival seeks a wide variety of films submitted from both professional filmmakers and students and 

each year there are so many great films that it becomes hard to select the final line-up for the screen rooms. The 

Festival offers a little bit of everything from riveting documentaries to sentimental shorts. With several showings 

experiencing standing room only, the Interrobang Film Festival continues to grow in popularity each year.  

Supporting Question - What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/

changes successful?  

This year’s Interrobang Film Festival (IFF) included upgrades to sound and projection equipment, enhancing the quality 

of each screening and guests viewing of each film. The Festival was also able to include additional discussion panels 

from local filmmakers about their process, inspiration, and advice to other local filmmakers.  

Another change for this year, was to create a better viewing environment. Small changes like adding furniture and a 

concession stand inside the library made this a true movie experience.  

With record crowds throughout the weekend, this year’s Interrobang Film Festival was a great success. 



Interrobang was fortunate to be located in the Downtown Public Library with 

three great spaces for viewing the Festival Films. 



People of all ages enjoyed stopping by to 

catch one of 28 unique films throughout 

the three-day Festival. 



 

Interrobang Film Festival has a page 

on our website complete with a  

detailed list of all the films and the 

schedule.  

The Facebook page is a great 

way of connecting with our  

supporters! 



 

Interrobang Film Festival’s Schedule was published in the free Festival Program to remind our guests 

about the great films they could watch in between enjoying the wonderful visual artists and the great  

performing artists and musicians as part of the larger Des Moines Arts Festival. 



 



In addition to being in the  

Festival Program, Interrobang Film 

Festival had its own  

program detailing the schedule and 

the synopsis of each of the films.  



Friday, June 24th - Room 1 

11:00 a.m. Short Film Selection One 

  Auction Insider: The John Zimmer  
   Collection 

  Tongue Stabs Cheek 

  The Fake     

  Slinky 

1:30 p.m. Short Film Selection Two 

  Rough Cut 

  Fish 

  The Champion 

  Ace The Gas Station Cowboy 

3:30 p.m. Short Film Selection Three 

  Axiom 

  The First Smile After 

  River 

5:30 p.m. Short Film Selection Four 

  loveil 

  Remember 

  The Call 

  Pure Reality 

Friday, June 24th -  Room 2 

11:30 a.m. Road To The Well 

2:30 p.m. The Life and Death Of An Unhappily  
   Married Man 

5:00 p.m. Dom Rabalais’ Wrong Did and Philip  
   Rabalais’ Bobby Alaska and Donny 
   Breadsticks in Heaven  

 

 

 

Saturday, June 25th - Room 1 

11:00 a.m. Short Film Selection Five 

  My Brother 

  Dog Days 

1:00 p.m. Sustainable 

4:30 p.m. Midwest Filmmakers Panel   

5:45 p.m.  In The Dark     

Saturday, June 25th -  Room  2 

11:30 a.m. Short Film Selection Six 

  Autumn Leaves 

  Blind Guy 

  Beverly     

1:30 p.m. Remittance     

5:00 p.m. Lunchmeat VHS presents America’s  
   Deadliest Home Video   

   



Sunday, June 26th - Room 1 

11:30 a.m. Award Winning Shorts 

  Beverly - Best of Show & Best Storytelling

  Ace, The Gas Station Cowboy - Best  

  Cinematography & Best Non-Scripted 

  The Fake - Best Short    

1:00 p.m. Best Feature 

  Life & Death of An Unhappily Married Man 

3:00 p.m. Honorable Mentions  

  Blind Guy 

  Dog Days  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Sunday, June 26th -  Room 2 

12:00 p.m. Best Foreign Film 

  Axiom     

1:30 p.m. Honorable Mentions    

   The Call    

   Rough Cut    

   Fish     

2:30 p.m. Award Winning Shorts - REPLAY   

  Beverly - Best of Show & Best Storytelling

  Ace, The Gas Station Cowboy - Best 

  Cinematography & Best Non-Scripted 

  The Fake - Best Short   

  

  

     

   



in•ter•ro•bang \in-’ter-ә-baŋ\ n [interrogation (point) + bang 
(printers slang for exclamation point)] (1967) 1: a punctuation mark !? 
designed for use esp. at the end of an exclamatory rhetorical question  
2: Film Festival that celebrates diversity and innovation in cinema 

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to be involved  
with the Interrobang Film Festival.  

Contact the Des Moines Arts Festival for more  
information on the 2017 Interrobang Film Festival: 

 

INTERROBANG FILM FESTIVAL® 
700 LOCUST STREET, SUITE 100 

DES MOINES, IA 50309 
 

INTERROBANGFILM.COM 
June 24 - 25, 2016 I Des Moines Central Library 

part of the award-winning Des Moines Arts Festival® 
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3    Interrobang Film Festival® Information 

   Screening Disclaimer 

   About Interrobang Film Festival 

 

4—6   Friday, June 24 

   Room 1 Screening Schedule 

 

7   Friday, June 24 

   Room 2 Screening Schedule 

 

8   Saturday, June 25 

   Room 1 Screening Schedule 

 

9   Saturday, June 25 

   Room 2 Screening Schedule 

 

10   Sunday, June 26 

   Room 1 & 2 Screening Schedules 
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Screening Schedule 

Sunday, June 26th 

Room 1 and 2 
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Combining a traditional film production competition with a public screening, 
the Interrobang Film Festival celebrates creativity, while promoting the wid-
est array of film genres possible. Film categories include Feature, Mids, 
Shorts, Short Shorts, Documentary and Free Form.  
 

 

Produced By 

Kristian Day, Film Festival Producer  

 

Interrobang Film Festival Jury 

-Meryl Goldsmith, director / producer / writer of The Syndrome (2014) 

-Paul Hickey, Des Moines based cinematographer  

-Bruce Bales, owner of DEFT, cinematographer 

 
 
The Des Moines Arts Festival® and Interrobang Film Festival wishes to 
acknowledge and thank the Des Moines Public Library for hosting the 

annual celebration of film. 
 

Please Note 

The films screened at the Interrobang Film Festival have not been rat-

ed by the Motion Picture Association of America, and some may in-

clude violence, drug use, adult language and adult situations. Parental 

guidance is suggested for children under 13. Generally, these films 

have been scheduled for screening after 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

  Like Interrobang Film Festival on Facebook! 

Interrobang Film Festival® 

 

Award Winning Films Selection 

Sunday’s schedule features all award winning films. Awards are presented on 

Sunday morning. Schedule will be posted following award presentation in the 

Festival’s social media channels, website and in the lobby of the Library. 



11 a.m.  SHORT FILM SELECTION ONE 
   
  Auction Insider: The John Zimmer Collection - RT 8:29
  directed by Eric Benson     
  A documentary that follows Illinois collector John Zimmer, 
  who after 60+ years of collecting, auctions off his barn full of 
  rare antiques including a pristine Ford Model T and rare 
  motorcycles, one being a extraordinary 1914 Sears  
  motorcycle. 
  Tongue Stabs Cheek - RT 12:21 directed by Kyle Heller 
  Blame! Revenge! Suicide! Cake!  Things started pink and 
  purpled out from there for young Chair-Dragger, who has 
  the end of his rope tied to the heavens and a stool beneath 
  both feet for the kicking. But his big fix for the Big Fix is 
  interrupted by a silver-tongued stranger who has other 
  designs.  
  The Fake - RT 7:30  directed by Jared Hillman 
  A tight-fisted empty-nester sets out to get a fake ID in order 
  to snag the senior discount.  
  Slinky - RT 14:10 directed by Kike Arroyo 
  Six months ago, an unexpected event distance Noelia her 
  best friend, Eva.  Now Noelia roams the corridors of a 
  hospital, trying to draw strength to apologize to his friend, 
  must overcome the panic that has always had to express 
  their feelings, or risk losing forever Eva.  
 

1:30 p.m.  SHORT FILM SELECTION TWO 
   
  Rough Cut - RT 29:00 directed by Asmae ElMoudir  
  Laarbi, an old projectionist works in a movie theater that is 
  isolated in the countryside and is on its way to definite 
  closure. Salman discovers, while arranging the affairs of his 
  grandfather, old pieces of film. This is the trigger that gives 
  him an idea that will transform the future of this Movie      
  theater.  
      

Screening Schedule 

Friday, June 24th 

Room 1 

Screening Schedule 

Saturday, June 25th 

Room 2 
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11:30 a.m.  SHORT FILM SELECTION SIX 
   
  Autumn Leaves - RT 3:59 directed by Saman Hosseinpuor 
  Autumn Leaves is about little girl who is going to school and 
  something happens.  
  Blind Guy - RT 5:40 directed by Evan Senn 
  A vignette on life, love and blind perception.  
  Beverly - RT 24:50 directed by Alexander Thomas   
  Beverley follows a mixed race girl's struggle to carve out a 
  sense of identity in a confusing, shifting cultural landscape - 
  1980 Leicester. A move from the decaying, poverty-stricken, 
  urban environment to the relative comfort and theoretical 
  safety of white suburbia does not provide the hope and 
  opportunities Bev may have wished for.  

1:30  a.m.  Remittance - RT 1:27:00  
  directed by Patrick Daly & Joel Fendelman 
  Remittance is the second narrative feature from the writer/
  director team, Patrick Daly and Joel Fendelman. Based upon 
  an original script by Daly and Fendelman, Remittance is a 
  realistic portrayal of low-wage migrant workers in Singapore 
  shot at real locations with a cast including actual domestic 
  workers.  

5:00 p.m.  Lunchmeat VHS presents America’s Deadliest Home Video 
  presented by Lunchmeat VHS 
  directed by Joack Perez 
  The story unfolds as footage shot by Dougie, who goes on a 
  road trip after discovering his wife cheating on him. He  
  unintentionally tapes a criminal gang led by Clint disposing 
  of evidence. The gang kidnaps Dougie and forces him to 
  document their exploits. The film stars Danny Bonaduce 
  from The Partridge Family. 
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  Fish - RT 12:21 directed by Saman Hosseinpuor 
  An old couple are living in an apartment, the man is sleeping 
  and the woman is doing housework. The lady wants to 
  change the fish tank’s water but it slips out of her hand and 
  falls on the ground. They've ran out of water and there’s no 
  water for the fish. But with the help of the man they find 
  water for it.  
  The Champion - RT 17:40 directed by Kevin Reyes 
  A former Iraqi boxing champion, Estaifan Shilaita overcomes 
  tremendous hardships as he builds a special bond with his 
  family and taxi cab customers in Chicago.  
  Ace The Gas Station Cowboy - RT 8:29 directed by Evan Senn 
  A vignette on music, love, and awareness.  
 
3:30 p.m. SHORT FILM SELECTION THREE 

  Axiom - RT 47:00  directed by Ashley Eberbach 
  Yohann Kelly was born with a handicap and a mysterious 
  symbol on his retina. He lives in a strange city and is  
  searching for a meaning to life, trying to understand these 
  anomalies. His life begins to unravel when mankind  
  discovers an extraterrestrial form of life that looks exactly 
  like the symbol in his eye. 
  The First Smile After - RT 1:40 directed by Zahra Jafari 
  By their innocent world, children save us from our sad 
  miserable world and this film has a quick look at a love 
  message that is the savior.  
  River - RT 10:07 directed by Stephanie Maxwell 
  River presents a unique perspective on the exquisite beauty 
  that is present in infinite abundance when one focuses 
  attention on the intimate motions of river water and its 
  animated reflections and refractions of sunlight and sky. 
  Image sequences of the river and the interplay of river 
  motion and the changing patterns of light on the water are 
  merged into a playful choreography with the music score. 
  What culminates is to marvel at the natural splendor of 
  distinctively subtle but profound impressions of a river.  

Screening Schedule 

Friday, June 24th 

Room 1, con’t 

 

11:00 a.m.  SHORT FILM SELECTION FIVE 
   
  My Brother - RT 22:22 directed by Miguel Lafuente 
  MY BROTHER tells the story of a young Spanish, Alberto, 
  who have fled as far as possible from her conservative  
  family. He lives in Berlin with her partner, and works as an 
  illustrator of comics. But an unexpected event forces him to 
  return to his suffocating Castilian village and confront not 
  only their own origins but lies who created to survive  

  Dog Days - RT 19:05 directed by Nathan Deming  
  A portrait of adolescence, brotherhood, and a moment of 
  discovery. Stephen and Isaac are bored to death on a hot 
  summer day when their dog mysteriously disappears.  
 
1:00 p.m.   Sustainable - RT 1:35:40 directed by Annie Speicher 
  Sustainable is a documentary film that weaves together  
  expert analysis of America’s food system with a powerful 
  narrative of one extraordinary farmer who is determined to 
  create a sustainable future for his community. In a region 
  dominated by commodity crops, Marty Travis has managed 
  to maintain a farming model that is both economically viable 
  and environmentally safe.   
 
4:30 p.m.  MIDWEST FILMMAKERS PANEL   
   
5:45 p.m.  In The Dark - RT 1:21:06 directed by David Spaltro 
  Skeptical grad student, Veronica Carpenter (Lynn Justinger), 
  interviews renowned paranormal specialist, Dr. Lois Kearne 
  (Fiona Horrigan), for her thesis on the benefits of her super
  natural research in regards to modern psychology, and joins 
  her on a field study trip to a Brooklyn family home suppose
  edly “besieged by evil spirits”.  

Screening Schedule 

Saturday, June 25th 

Room 1 
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5:30 p.m. SHORT FILM SELECTION FOUR 
 
  loveil - RT 27:00 directed by Anna Gebhardt 
  This is the visual expression of loveil, an album by anna gebhardt 
  of music project Annalibera. She filmedloveil in Iowa and  
  Nebraska from August-November 2015 on an old Sony handicam. 
  With no way to conveniently move the analog footage to editing 
  software, she played the handicam footage (and a few selections 
  from a 1993 tape in her family's home video archive) on a TV and 
  filmed that with a canon rebel. Combining actual footage of her 
  family's 1993 memories (and their farmhouse, now on the brink 
  of collapsing) with a barrage of striking imagery, the 27 minute 
  film contemplates, among other things, identity by association. 
  Remember - RT 29:36 directed by Quavondo Nguyen 
  A man dealing with the loss of his wife finds solace in  
  conversation and silence with a homeless man.  
  The Call - RT 21:30 directed by Quavondo Nguyen 
  How far are we willing to go to help a stranger in need? Brynn's 
  comfortable night at home is interrupted when a mysterious man 
  in need shows up at her door. Human nature is tested as she  
  navigates her struggle between Good Samaritan and cautious 
  citizen.  
  Pure Reality - RT 7:00 directed by Levi Star  
  A tattooed naked guy is surrounded by naked women and a  
  corpse in the room of a luxury hotel. A man with a bowler hat 
  comes in, and he is furious. Can it get worse? Yes, indeed. 

 

Screening Schedule 

Friday, June 24th 

Room 1, con’t 
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Screening Schedule 

Friday, June 24th 

Room 2 

 
 

 

11:30 a.m.  Road To The Well - RT 1:47:58 directed by Jon Cvack 
  Three old friends are reunited after two of them become  
  involved in a seemingly random murder and journey up to  
  the Northern California Sierra in order to bury the body.  
 
2:30 p.m.  The Life and Death Of An Unhappily Married Man - RT 1:35:00 
  directed by Josh Hope 
  A man disillusioned with his failing marriage and dead end  
  career abruptly decides to visit his past to figure out where it all 
  went wrong. 

5:00 p.m.  Dom Rabalais’ Wrong Did and Philip Rabalais’ Bobby Alaska  
  and Donny Breadsticks in Heaven - RT 47:00  
  directed by Dom & Philip Rabalais   
  Iowa filmmaker double feature from the Brother's Rabalais. 

 
 

 

Don't miss out on  
Interrobang's monthly  

VHS NIGHT.  
 

The second Monday of each month at The Lift 
222 4th St. Des Moines, IA 

 
for schedules and titles - 
www.interrobangfilm.org 
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