


A.  Introduction and Background of Main Event  

B.  Description and purpose/ objective of Event within Festival 

C.  Target audience and attendance/ number of participants 

D.  Overall revenue/expense budget of event 

E.  Tie-in Program with main festival 

F.  Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has 
been part of event  

G.  Description of Sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/ other group 
involvement with event and benefits to each (if applicable) 

H.  What makes the event unique and creative? 

I.  Overall effectiveness/success of program 

J.  Supporting Question: What challenges/obstacles did you 
foresee/encounter in creating the program and how did you 
handle them? 

K.  Supporting Materials:  Printed materials, Promotional/ 
marketing/media materials. 



ArtFest Fort Myers is an annual juried fine art festival, 
which nurtures the artistic and cultural environment of 
our entire community. As Southwest Florida’s premier 
art festival and largest weekend event, we are the City 
of Fort Myers’ most prized event. We are committed to 
best practices in the festival and event business and 
always looking for new and exciting ways to wow the 
crowd, impressing attendees, and our sponsors.  

On the first weekend in February 85,000 people come 
to the riverfront in downtown Fort Myers to enjoy the 
diverse opportunities the festival provides. Over 200 
visual artists from across the country and around the 
world are the core of the festival. Attendees also enjoy 
sampling fun cuisine, visiting special exhibits and 
demonstrations, and entertaining their families with 
interactive art activities & engaging performing arts.  

In addition to creating a high-impact festival, we have a 
year-long community presence – funding and 
implementing art education outreach programs in Lee 
County schools and after-school programs. We also 
provide continual support to the County’s visual and 
performing art organizations; in 2016 we showcased 
19 such organizations at ArtFest Fort Myers. 

Mission – ArtFest Fort Myers is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit  
The creation of public access to a broad array of visual art; nurturing 
the development and understanding of diverse art forms; supporting 

arts in education and encouraging the appreciation of the arts in 
Southwest Florida.  



ArtFest Fort Myers is the premier juried art festival in Southwest Florida.  
The VIP Experience sponsored by Bucher Wealth Management of Raymond 
James is an event within the festival whose purpose and objective is two-fold . . . 

From the festival’s view it is to provide a first-class opportunity: 
  to enhance the festival’s image and reputation as being of exceptionally high quality; 
  to thank our sponsors, supporters, partners, City & County officials and  
  Steering Committee; 
  to cultivate synergistic relationships and action between our sponsors, supporters, 
  partners and City & County officials; 
  to develop new relationships with potential sponsors; 
  to encourage other art lovers the to support the festival  
  as VIP members. 

From the Sponsor’s view the purpose and objective is to: 
  provide Ron Bucher of Bucher Wealth Management of 
  Raymond James, an opportunity to leverage the art  
  festival’s image and reputation as he hosts established  
  clients and gains prospective clients from the VIP  
  attendees.  

The VIP Experience . . . 
VIP’s home is in the heart of the art festival.  
The 49 x 99 clear span tent is in an exclusive water-front  
setting complete with outdoor patios and indoor restrooms.  

Friday night, the VIP kickoff party hosts 800+ guests to  
enjoy 8 restaurant sponsors, beer & wine bar and desserts  
by Publix; live music and dancing. 65 of the festival’s artists are open for sale as a preview to the weekend festival.   

Saturday and Sunday, VIP opens with coffee, mimosas & scones. The days continue with gourmet lunch and open bar 
all day. Afternoon snacks complete the day. 

Of course, reserved premium parking all 3 days of the festival is included. 



The target audience for ArtFest Fort Myers VIP 
Experience was individuals in Southwest Florida 
who are passionate art-lovers, existing supporters 
and sponsors of ArtFest Fort Myers as well as 
government, business/community & arts leaders in 
and around Southwest Florida. 

800+ people participate in the  
VIP Experience. 



Income 
VIP Entry Fee: 13,000	  

Sponsor : 16,750	  

TOTAL:   $29,750	  

Expenses 

Tent Rental & Operations - 13,550	  

Entertainment** - 300	  

Food & Beverage** - 5,200	  

Invitations & Postage - 522	  

TOTAL: 

NET INCOME: 
* Goal has been to breakeven 
** Significant in-kind donations support these line items 

$19,572	  

$10,178	  



It was important to both ArtFest Fort Myers and Bucher Wealth 
Management of Raymond James to create a first-class VIP Experience 
with a festive and artsy feel consistent with the overall goals and branding 
of ArtFest Fort Myers. 

VIP Experience participants are strong art buyers and the success of all 
art festivals rides on the success of the artists. 

A 2016 goal of ArtFest Fort Myers was to “dramatically increase the time 
that VIP Experience participants spent at the art festival”.  We wanted 
them to spend more money with artists and become more integrated with 
the art festival overall.   

To accomplish that goal: 

  VIP Tent was moved to a dynamic water-front location  
   with a grand new entrance tent and outdoor seating areas; 

  VIP-Pee trailer was added to create indoor restrooms; 

  Food service was greatly enhanced adding early-morning coffee,  
  mimosas & scones and afternoon Snack Bar;    

  Lunch was enhanced with made-on-site paella; award-winning BBQ 
   and grand fruit & veggie  display; 

  The décor played off the coloration and style of the 2016 Poster artist; 

  A step and repeat at the entrance of the tent provided  
  ArtFest Fort Myers branding and increased photos posted; 

  Tending adult coloring books, coloring pages and colored pencils 
   were part of the tabletop décor – encouraging VIP’s to participate in 
   making art over lunch hour;   

  The 2016 Poster Artist, Leoma Lovegrove frequented the tent over 
   festival weekend giving our VIP’s an opportunity to “talk art” with a 
   wildly popular celebrity artist.   



The VIP Experience began at 6:00pm on Friday night to 
kick off the opening of festival weekend. The party ended 
around 9:30pm.  The tent was open on Saturday and 
Sunday from 10:00am to 4:00pm for coffee, mimosas & 
breakfast snacks; catered lunches with wine & beer and 
afternoon snacks.  

VIP Experience sponsored by Bucher Wealth 
Management of Raymond James was promoted from 
October 1, 2015 until March 3, 2016 on 
ArtFestFortMyers.com website, Facebook paid ad 
campaign and posts. 

VIP and Sponsor credentials for our patrons were sent 
out January 2016, hitting mailboxes with another 
impression for our loyal sponsor.    

ArtFest Fort Myers has included a version of a VIP 
Experience since 2002. However in 2016 it was 
dramatically expanded in both activities and dynamic 
presence. 

Bucher Wealth Management of Raymond James has 
already renewed for 2017 at an increased 
sponsorship level (34%) and we are busy planning for 
a bigger and better 2017 VIP Experience. 



In 1962, Bob James set out to build a different kind of 
financial services firm – one that put people, planning and 
principles first.  And now, more than 50 years later they are 
one of the leading independent financial service companies 
in the US.  

Ron Bucher serves as  the Vice President, Investments 
Division for the Fort Myers branch – Bucher Wealth 
Management of Raymond James.     
Since their first year, 12 years ago, Bucher Wealth 
Management of Raymond James has held naming rights to 
the VIP area of ArtFest Fort Myers – VIP Experience – 
featuring the Friday night kick-off party, Saturday & Sunday 
lunches on the VIP Terrace. 

Over the years the VIP Experience has grown from a small 
opening night party and lunch terrace serving about 150 
guests to a 50 x 100 clear span tent serving approximately 
800 guests. 

The expansion of the VIP Experience has allowed: 

  ArtFest Fort Myers to better thank our stakeholders and 
  build sponsorship and our new donor campaign; 

  our sponsor to have greater reach with possible new clients 
  & possible partnerships from other sponsors as well as 
  additional impact over the entire festival from the VIP tent’s 
  eye-catching signage and big crowds within and around the 
  exclusive area.    



The VIP Experience at ArtFest Fort Myers is not just any VIP experience, it’s a full 
weekend of artsy-fun that kicks off Friday night and continues all weekend long on a 
water-front setting at ArtFest Fort Myers. 

The 2016 décor for the Friday night kick-off party was a glow-in the dark theme.  
Hundreds of glow-in-the-dark sticks were used in decorative tabletop centerpieces and 
hung from trees under the tent, creating a festive, artsy environment. Adult glow-in-the- 
dark face painting  was offered to VIPs.  

The Saturday & Sunday VIP Experience décor incorporated the color scheme of the 
2016 ArtFest Fort Myers Festival Poster with all table linens and paper lanterns over 
the bar area in coordinating colors. To tie in not only with the arts but with the trending 
adult coloring books, coloring pages and colored pencils were part of the tabletop 
décor – encouraging VIP’s to participate in making art over lunch hour.    

The 2016 Poster Artist, Leoma Lovegrove frequented the tent over festival weekend 
giving our VIP’s an opportunity to “talk art” with a wildly popular celebrity artist.   

The arts are alive at the VIP Experience! 2016 Poster Artist Comes To Visit VIP 



Both ArtFest Fort Myers and Bucher Wealth Management of Raymond James were thrilled 
with the success with the newly expanded VIP Experience! 

Bucher Wealth Management of Raymond James was on-site with the clear mission to further 
advance existing relationships with clients and to develop new contacts and leads over festival 
weekend.  It was a goal to continue to integrate the brand of Bucher Wealth Management of 
Raymond James into the VIP Experience while also creating impressions with our general 
festival goers. 

ArtFest Fort Myers wanted to use the VIP Experience as an avenue to keep strong art buyers 
at the festival longer and have them spend more money – they did as the VIP Tent had a 
dramatic increase in use. And we wanted to begin to build future donors for our outreach 
programs – a shared demographic of VIP ticket holders. 

Advance planning created a goal of 800+ participants.  

800+ VIP ticket holders and sponsors/supporters/partners, etc. participated. Reports from 
VIP Steering Committee members assured us that the expanded VIP Experience was a 
welcomed addition for everyone. Photographs from weekend showed the tent was filled 
throughout the day all weekend long.  	  



In planning the 2016 massive expansion of the VIP Experience 
activities and moving its 50 x 100 tent to a new location ArtFest Fort 
Myers knew we had a big task ahead. This event within our already 
large-scale outdoor weekend event – the largest in Southwest 
Florida with 85,000 attendees – was going to be a significant 
undertaking.   

To ensure a high-impact quality experience and to deliver our 
promise of high numbers and a high quality experience to our 
sponsor Bucher Wealth Management of Raymond James,  

The steps we took were: 

  engaging our tent company well in advance for detailed 
  planning of the new location – everything had to be planned 
  to the inch to avoided trees, power lines and so on. 

  engaging a special crew with construction experience to install  
   the new grand entrance; the stage backdrop; restaurant 
   signage and bar lighting. This was too much for our normal 
   volunteer set-up crews.   

  giving our VIP Steering Committee who were already 
   deeply connected to the event the tools and staff to step up to 
   the plate. Their resourcefulness along with a detailed plan for 
   all phases of set-up; change-over; volunteer management; 
   breakfast, lunch & snack details; bar and bartenders; and 
   breakdown made for a successful and manageable event.   

2016 VIP Experience was a grand success with minimal impact of 
staff and volunteers responsible for the main event – ArtFest Fort 
Myers. 

Bucher Wealth Management of Raymond James renewed their 
sponsorship at a 34% increase the 2 weeks post-festival.  
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