
#46 BEST EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
M E M P H I S  I N  M A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F E S T I V A L



The official festival of the City of Memphis, Memphis in May International Festival was 
founded in 1977 to spur downtown redevelopment, champion civic pride and enhance 
international awareness. While it receives remarkable government support and recognition, 

the organization receives no government funding of any type.  Memphis in May is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization whose mission remains to promote and celebrate Memphis culture, foster 
economic growth, and enhance international understanding through education. For 40 years, 
Memphis in May has played host to ambassadors, cultural exhibits and performance troupes 
from our honored countries, including Canada twice, first in 1978 and again in 2016. The Festival 
produces over 80 programs and events throughout the year and works in conjunction with the 
city’s major museums, governmental entities and leading civic organizations. 

Major Memphis in May events draw 300,000+ people from all 50 states and 15-20 foreign countries. 
The largest events include the Beale Street Music Festival showcasing Memphis’ musical heritage 
and influence; the International Salute highlighting cultural and performance elements from 
our honored country; the World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest, a culinary attraction 
that celebrates Memphis as the Barbecue Capital of the World; Great American River Run Half 
Marathon and 5k and the finale celebration at the Memphis-centric 901Fest.

Operating under the direction of a 21 member, culturally diverse and civic-minded board of 
directors, with a year-round professional staff of 15, Memphis in May International Festival is 
largely supported by 20 active volunteer committees representing over 900 individuals.  

1-a. Introduction and 
background of main event



To promote cultural awareness and growth, the Festival produces an extensive year-long 
international education program as well as month-long exhibits and performances.  
Educational assets, including a Curriculum Guide on the honored country, a student 

exchange program, and multiple classroom and student competitions are available to all 
Memphis-area public, private, parochial and home-school students. Exhibits and performances 
from our honored country are presented each May throughout the entire City of Memphis.

While Memphis in May International Festival fosters the education of an entire community, our 
focus begins on the youth of the area. Memphis in May’s goal: by the time a student graduates 
from high school, they will have had the opportunity to experience the customs and cultures of 
13 different countries from around the world. 

1-b. Description and purpose/ objective 
of Educational Program



1-c. Target audience/ attendance/ number 
of participants

WORLD CARGO CRATE
Total students viewing the crate - 24,039
Total school reservations - 80

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE
Overall total attendance - 137
Educator attendance - 115
Presenter attendance - 5
Volunteer attendance - 12
Staff attendance - 5

SCHOOL PERFORMANCES
In-School Performances
Students and teachers impacted - over 6,036
Total interested schools - 28
Schools visited - 8
Craigmont Middle 
Kate Bond Elementary
Crump Elementary
Sea Isle Elementary
Sherwood Elementary
Treadwell Elementary
Overton High School
South Park Elementary

School Performance - Orpheum
Students and teachers impacted - 1,773
Total schools attending - 17
Hillcrest High School 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Westwood High School 
AWOL Homeschool Group  
A.B. Hill Elementary 
Doubletree Elementary
Sherwood Elementary
Memphis Job Corps    
Academy
Homeschoolers of Memphis
Downtown Elementary
Classical Conversations 
Incarnation Catholic School
Our Lady of Sorrows
St. Patrick Catholic School
Bellevue Middle School
Avon Lennox School
Little Flower Catholic School

 

CURRICULUM GUIDE
Total copies printed – 3,000
*Made available to ¬over 350 Shelby County and private schools.

EDUCATION NEWSLETTER
Total copies printed in Fall 2015 – 3,000
       *Distributed to 350 Shelby County and private schools

Total copies printed in Spring 2016 – 3,000
       *Distributed to 350 Shelby County and private schools

EDUCATION COMPETITIONS
Total student impact – 51,512
• Microsoft Best Canadian Classroom
 189 classrooms entries
  19,035 Students impacted
• Sedgwick International Teacher Contest
 20 Teacher Entries
• Valero International Children’s Poster
 234 Student entries
• Creative Writing 
 321 Student entries
• PowerPoint Competition
 39 Student entries
• BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee World 
   Cargo Crate Photo Contest
 3 School
 16 Photos Entered

EDUCATION AWARDS CEREMONY
Total attending - 112
Winners attending - 24
Parents and teachers attending - 63
Sponsors and presenters attending - 2
Volunteers attending - 18
Staff attending - 5

STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Students 
Total selected from Memphis - 11
Total selected from Canada - 11

Total applicants - 43
Total interviews - 21

Chaperones 
Total teachers selected - 1
Total applicant - 4



The Memphis in May International Festival believes that education should be an integral 
part of any festival. International awareness is at the core of the Memphis in May 
International Festival’s commitment to the education of the Mid-South community, 

children and adults alike. Each year, the area’s youth immerse themselves in the culture of our 
honored country through our curriculum guide, student competitions, international exchanges, 
and more. A summary of the key elements follows here. Please see additional supporting 
materials (Sections 1-9 of Supporting Materials)

Section 1 – World Cargo Crate
Section 2 – International Teachers’ Conference
Section 3 – School Performances
Section 4 – Education Competitions
Section 5 – Education Awards Ceremony
Section 6 – Student Exchange Program
Section 7 – Education Newsletter
Section 8 – Curriculum Guide
Section 9 – Additional Programs

1-d. Provide a detailed description of 
the education program/ curriculum



1-d. Provide a detailed description of 
the education program/ curriculum

World Cargo Crate - The World Cargo Crates are 
four wooden crates that travel to numerous schools 
serving as a hands-on learning experience. The 
crates contain unique items such as maps, books, 
local crafts, sports items, and musical instruments 
from the honored country.

International Teachers’ Conference - The tenth 
annual “Memphis in May International Teachers’ 
Conference- Bringing International Culture to Every 
Classroom” provided teachers with information on 
how to utilize international studies to enhance their 
curriculum.  Teachers gained knowledge needed to 
teach their students about the culture and history 
of Canada during this year’s salute.

School Performances - A multisensory in-person 
learning experience for students is achieved through 
the In-School Tour, bringing Canadian performers 
to eight Memphis schools with over 6,000 students 
and teachers in attendance. Additionally, over 
1,700 students and teachers were offered tickets 
to an off-site performance at the Orpheum Theatre 
during the School Performances of Traces.  

Education Competitions  - Education 
Competitions encourage creativity and learning 
about the honored country among Memphis-
area students. Competitions are open to students 
within the Shelby County schools, private 
schools, and home schools. Categories include: 
PowerPoint, Creative Writing, Valero Children’s 
International Poster. In 2016 the BlueCross 
BlueShield of Tennessee World Cargo Crate Photo 
Contest, Microsoft Best Classroom and Sedgwick 
International Teacher competitions engaged over 
50,000 students

Education Awards Ceremony - The Education 
Awards Ceremony celebrates the hard work 
and creativity of Memphis students for their 
accomplishments in the Education Competitions.

 

Student Exchange Program - The Student 
Exchange Program provided 22 selected junior and 
senior high school students with an all-expense 
paid, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience 
the culture of our honored country. Students from 
the U.S. and the honored country have a chance to 
stay with approved host families in each country, 
visit different historical sites, and learn about the 
country’s culture through educational lectures, 
films, and excursions.

Education Newsletter – Fall 2015 and Spring 2016 
issues of a newsletter called the “World News” were 
produced and distributed to principals at Memphis 
area public and private schools, in addition to 
homeschool educators. “World News” included 
information about the Education Programs for the 
2016 Salute to Canada.

Curriculum Guide - The Curriculum Guide is 
a comprehensive teacher’s guide for use by 
elementary, middle and high school teachers that is 
distributed to over 350 public and private schools. 
In 2016 the Curriculum Guide included Tennessee 
Department of Education State Performance 
Indicators (SPIs) allowing educators to more easily 
incorporate the lessons and activities into their 
classrooms.

Exhibits - Exciting and informative displays hosted in 
local museums, galleries and public spaces – included 
historical, cultural and arts exhibitions from such 
recognized institutions as the Canadian Museum of 
History in Gatineau, 
Quebec, the Welland 
Museum of Ontario, 
Jewish Public Library in 
Montreal and textiles 
from the Baker Lake 
region of the Artic among 
others. Exhibits were on 
display from May 1 – 31.

cont. from previous page



Christ Methodist Day School Learning About Canada Exhibit - Eye of a Culture

Ca Claque performace Troupe Education Awards - Student Award Winners



M ultiple providers offered education in a variety of venues.  Certified teachers 
in area public, private and parochial schools as well as home school educators 
incorporated elements of the Memphis in May produced curriculum guide into their 

classrooms. The International Teachers Conference included speakers and presenters from the 
honored country and allowed local educators an opportunity to foster a deeper, well-rounded 
understanding the Canadian art, culture, history, and geography.  Memphis in May also hosted 
cultural performances and museum exhibits offering teachers and students a variety of learning 
opportunities outside the classroom.  

1-e. Who provided the education 
and in what setting?



M emphis in May has been partnering with Memphis area schools for over three 
decades to bring international culture to every classroom. In 2016, an impressive 
40% of the county’s 300 K-12 schools participated in the Memphis in May Education 

Program saluting our honored country of Canada. The Memphis Public Library again partnered 
with Memphis in May in 2016 as did the National Civil Rights Museum, the Jewish Community 
Center, the National Ornamental Metal Museum, the Mississippi River Museum at Mud Island 
and the local Teaching and Learning Academy. 

1-f.  Involvement by local educational 
institutions and professional 

education (if any)



I n 2016, Memphis area K-12 students and 
educators were given the opportunity 
to engage in a broad spectrum of 

cultural programs and unique experiences 
relative to the honored country of Canada.

Memphis area schools were encouraged 
to experience Canadian culture, history, 
arts and much more.  Memphis in May 
provided the materials and opportunities necessary for participating students and teachers to 
take advantage of gaining a better understanding of the nation. 

Through hands on classroom learning from the World Cargo Crate and Education Competitions 
to the live presentations of the In-School and offsite performances, the country of Canada was 
brought to our Memphis area students. Teachers were provided several supplemental learning 
opportunities to further enhance their learning outside of the classroom. Memphis in May 
believes that introducing foreign nations and diverse cultures to the people of the Mid-South is 
its most important mission.
 

1-g. What was the key takeaway for 
attendees / participants?



T he Memphis in May Education Program begins anew each summer with research for and 
development of the Education Curriculum Guide concentrating on the natural, social 
and cultural history of the upcoming year’s honored country. The guides are distributed 

in the fall. The beginning of a new calendar year starts the circulation of the World Cargo 
Crate to Memphis area schools. From January through our organization’s big month - May, 
Memphis students and educators participate in a variety of events and curriculum honoring the 
distinguished country. While a year round endeavor, the five-month long intensive program has 
been a part of the organization’s mission since its inception in 1977.

1-h. Duration of program (start to finish) 
and years the program has been 

part of the event



M emphis in May draws people from around the world and just down the street. And it 
unites them in celebration. Memphis in May International Festival is an organization 
with many attributes, but only one goal…bringing the world to Memphis, and 

Memphis to the world. This is the founding fact that drives our operation. Memphis in May 
believes that introducing foreign nations and diverse cultures to the people of the Mid-South is 
its most important mission.

Culturally, Memphis in May International Festival injects the heritage of the honored country 
into every program at every venue. A large part of Memphis in May’s pride in sharing each year’s 
honored country with our city’s youth and its educators. Central to all of our Education Program 
initiatives is the global experience – an experience that is imperative to today’s young people 
who must learn to function in a global society. Our International Education Program is provided 
to the teachers of Memphis and the region in a consistent, easy to follow, simple to implement 
curriculum – all designed to encourage the students of Memphis and the Mid-South, be they in 
public, private or parochial schools, to see the cultures and customs of foreign lands.

1-i. Tie in program to main event



The 2015-2016 sponsorship-generated operating budget was $36,000.

1-j. Overall revenue/ expense 
budget of the program



Memphis in May International Festival has been able to build relationships in the 
community that allow the education program to continue to grow, thrive and benefit 
the entire community. 

Of course, none of this is possible without all the help we receive from the local Shelby County 
Schools System and the help from the volunteers on our Education Committee.

Our volunteers help with all of our events including the International Teachers’ Conference, 
International Student Exchange, Education Competitions, and our prestigious Education Awards 
Ceremony.

The Memphis in May Education Program is generously sponsored by:

1-k. Description of sponsor/ charity/ 
volunteer/ school/ other group 

involvement with program and benefits 
to each (if applicable)



In the Memphis area there are over 300 schools. Of those schools, 153 of them, over 50%, 
participated in the 2016 Memphis in May Education Program. This data suggests that a 
significant number Memphis area students had the opportunity to explore the 2016 honored 

country of Canada, experiencing the culture through the Curriculum Guide, World Cargo Crates, 
International Student Exchange, Education Competitions, and School Performances!  

1-l. Overall effectiveness / success of program

SCHOOL PARTICIPATING

SCHOOL NOT PARTICIPATING

Overall School Participation
Education Program 2016



The Memphis in May International Festival 
believes that education should be an integral 
part of any festival. International awareness 

is at the core of the Memphis in May International 
Festival’s commitment to the education of the 
Mid-South community, children and adults alike. 
Each year, the area’s youth immerse themselves 
in the culture of our honored country through our 
curriculum guide, student competitions, international exchanges, and more!

While Memphis in May International Festival fosters the education of an entire community, our 
focus begins on the youth of the area. Memphis in May’s goal: by the time a student graduates 
from high school, they will have had the opportunity to experience the customs and cultures 
of 12 different countries from around the world. Each year, Memphis in May accomplishes this 
goal through an extensive and diverse youth education program offered to every student and 
school in the area, including over 300 Shelby County schools, dozens of private schools, and a 
very active home school association.

The 2016 Memphis in May
International Festival

Salute to Canada



“The Memphis in May Education Program had a positive impact on my students and classroom. 
Excitement about the topic was generated at the Conference and was translated to the students. 
Our class learned so much new information, not only about our neighbor to the north, but also 
about our own country as we researched topics ranging from geography to music to government 
to food. Giving students an opportunity to “travel” to a different environment and an invitation 
to think about how life would be the same or different there helped them grow their thinking. 
That is a great return on our investment in their education!”                                                                                                                        

Lori Underwood, 4th Grade teacher at Harding Academy White Station

2016 Education Program

Cathi DeGloma’s 
4th Grade Class

Students with Consul General of 
Atlanta Louise Blais

Meg He & Dr. Audrey Elion at the 
Education Awards Ceremony



For 2016 we moved, where applicable, our education competitions to a digital platform.  
Applications for each competition were made available online via the organization’s 
website.  Additionally, completed entries in all but one category were required to be 

submitted electronically as well. (Submissions of original artwork were necessary for judging in 
the children’s fine arts poster competition.)   

Participation in education competitions increased substantially.  We will continue to identify 
ways to allow our audience to more readily engage with and integrate components of our award 
winning education program.

2. Supporting Questions:
What did you do to update/ change this program from the year before? Were your 

updates/ changes successful? Please provide measurable results/ examples.

Competitions with Electronic Submissions 2015
Entries

2016
Entries

Creative Writing Competition

PowerPoint Competition

Best Classroom Competition

World Cargo Crate Photo Contest

TOTAL

113 321

76 39

3 189

3 16

195 565

190% 
Increase



3. Supporting Materials:
Table of Contents

Education Program Overview
Education Program List
Statistics – “By the Numbers”
Section 1 – World Cargo Crate
Section 2 – International Teachers’ Conference
Section 3 – School Performances
Section 4 – Education Competitions
Section 5 – Education Awards Ceremony
Section 6 – Student Exchange Program
Section 7 – Education Newsletter
Section 8 – Curriculum Guide
Section 9 – Additional Programs



Education Program Overview
World Cargo Crate - The World Cargo Crates are 
four wooden crates that travel to numerous schools 
serving as a hands-on learning experience. The 
crates contain unique items such as maps, books, 
local crafts, sports items, and musical instruments 
from the honored country.

International Teachers’ Conference - The tenth 
annual “Memphis in May International Teachers’ 
Conference- Bringing International Culture to Every 
Classroom” provided teachers with information on 
how to utilize international studies to enhance their 
curriculum.  Teachers gained knowledge needed to 
teach their students about the culture and history 
of Canada during this year’s salute.

School Performances - A multisensory in-person 
learning experience for students is achieved through 
the In-School Tour, bringing Canadian performers 
to eight Memphis schools with over 6,000 students 
and teachers in attendance. Additionally, over 
1,700 students and teachers were offered tickets 
to an off-site performance at the Orpheum Theatre 
during the School Performances of Traces.  

Education Competitions  - Education 
Competitions encourage creativity and learning 
about the honored country among Memphis-
area students. Competitions are open to students 
within the Shelby County schools, private 
schools, and home schools. Categories include: 
PowerPoint, Creative Writing, Valero Children’s 
International Poster. In 2016 the BlueCross 
BlueShield of Tennessee World Cargo Crate Photo 
Contest, Microsoft Best Classroom and Sedgwick 
International Teacher competitions engaged over 
50,000 students

Education Awards Ceremony - The Education 
Awards Ceremony celebrates the hard work 
and creativity of Memphis students for their 
accomplishments in the Education Competitions.

 

Student Exchange Program - The Student 
Exchange Program provided 22 selected junior and 
senior high school students with an all-expense 
paid, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience 
the culture of our honored country. Students from 
the U.S. and the honored country have a chance to 
stay with approved host families in each country, 
visit different historical sites, and learn about the 
country’s culture through educational lectures, 
films, and excursions.

Education Newsletter – Fall 2015 and Spring 2016 
issues of a newsletter called the “World News” were 
produced and distributed to principals at Memphis 
area public and private schools, in addition to 
homeschool educators. “World News” included 
information about the Education Programs for the 
2016 Salute to Canada.

Curriculum Guide - The Curriculum Guide is 
a comprehensive teacher’s guide for use by 
elementary, middle and high school teachers that is 
distributed to over 350 public and private schools. 
In 2016 the Curriculum Guide included Tennessee 
Department of Education State Performance 
Indicators (SPIs) allowing educators to more easily 
incorporate the lessons and activities into their 
classrooms.

Exhibits - Exciting and informative displays hosted in 
local museums, galleries and public spaces – included 
historical, cultural and arts exhibitions from such 
recognized institutions as the Canadian Museum 
of History in Gatineau, Quebec, the 
Welland Museum of 
Ontario, Jewish Public 
Library in Montreal 
and textiles from the 
Baker Lake region of 
the Artic among others. 
Exhibits were on display 
from May 1 – 31.



Statistics - “By the Numbers”
WORLD CARGO CRATE
Total students viewing the crate - 24,039
Total school reservations - 80

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE
Overall total attendance - 137
Educator attendance - 115
Presenter attendance - 5
Volunteer attendance - 12
Staff attendance - 5

SCHOOL PERFORMANCES
In-School Performances
Students and teachers impacted - over 6,036
Total interested schools - 28
Schools visited - 8
Craigmont Middle 
Kate Bond Elementary
Crump Elementary
Sea Isle Elementary
Sherwood Elementary
Treadwell Elementary
Overton High School
South Park Elementary

School Performance - Orpheum
Students and teachers impacted - 1,773
Total schools attending - 17
Hillcrest High School 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Westwood High School 
AWOL Homeschool Group  
A.B. Hill Elementary 
Doubletree Elementary
Sherwood Elementary
Memphis Job Corps    
Academy
Homeschoolers of Memphis
Downtown Elementary
Classical Conversations 
Incarnation Catholic School
Our Lady of Sorrows
St. Patrick Catholic School
Bellevue Middle School
Avon Lennox School
Little Flower Catholic School

 

CURRICULUM GUIDE
Total copies printed – 3,000
*Made available to ¬over 350 Shelby County and private schools.

EDUCATION NEWSLETTER
Total copies printed in Fall 2015 – 3,000
       *Distributed to 350 Shelby County and private schools

Total copies printed in Spring 2016 – 3,000
       *Distributed to 350 Shelby County and private schools

EDUCATION COMPETITIONS
Total student impact – 51,512
• Microsoft Best Canadian Classroom
 189 classrooms entries
  19,035 Students impacted
• Sedgwick International Teacher Contest
 20 Teacher Entries
• Valero International Children’s Poster
 234 Student entries
• Creative Writing 
 321 Student entries
• PowerPoint Competition
 39 Student entries
• BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee World 
   Cargo Crate Photo Contest
 3 School
 16 Photos Entered

EDUCATION AWARDS CEREMONY
Total attending - 112
Winners attending - 24
Parents and teachers attending - 63
Sponsors and presenters attending - 2
Volunteers attending - 18
Staff attending - 5

STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Students 
Total selected from Memphis - 11
Total selected from Canada - 11

Total applicants - 43
Total interviews - 21

Chaperones 
Total teachers selected - 1
Total applicant - 4



Memphis in May International Festival is the 
largest month-long international cultural festival 
in North America, with over 300,000 people 

attending festival events and programs annually. Each year, 
Memphis in May selects a different country to honor. The 
honored country has a unique opportunity to share its art, 
culture, history and people with the citizens of Memphis 
and the Mid-South through performing artists from the country, which perform at various 
venues throughout our city, and area museums that participate by showcasing rare and valuable 
exhibitions. In addition, a program of economic and business events and activities are presented 
to highlight opportunities for commercial interests in both the honored country and Memphis. 
In 2016, the 40th annual edition of the Memphis in May International Festival honored Canada. 

Our award-winning education program would not be possible without the support and assistance 
of corporate partners and our international friends. Educators, artists and writers in the local 
community come together and give their time to judge the Festival’s numerous educational 
contests. Memphis in May International Festival has been able to build relationships in the 
community that allow the education program to continue to grow, thrive and benefit the entire 
community.

Memphis in May thanks our Education Sponsors:

Education Program Overview



WORLD 
CARGO CRATE

Section 1



As the perfect supplement to the yearly Curriculum Guide, Memphis in May offers a hands-
on learning experience for Memphis students with its acclaimed World Cargo Crates. 
Each January through May, four wooden crates and their contents travel to numerous 

schools within the Memphis and Shelby County area. Think of the crates as a “children’s museum 
in a box,” offering unique items that offer insight into the culture of the honored country, such 
as maps, books, local crafts, sports items, musical instruments, clothing, and coins. 

Teachers may sign up to receive one of the traveling crates for their school, and each school 
receives the crate for an entire week, during which time students can examine the items and 
learn about the honored country.  The crates come complete with a World Cargo Guide that 
provides descriptions of each item and walks teachers and students through their cultural 
significance. 

In 2016, over 24,000 teachers and students from 80 Memphis area schools pried open the lids 
of the Memphis in May World Cargo Crates and found the following Canadian items inside.

World Cargo Crate

Sponsored by



International
Teachers’

Conference

Section 2



Memphis in May International 
Teachers’ Conference-

Bringing International Culture to Every Classroom

On Saturday, February 27, 2016, the tenth annual 
“Memphis in May International Teachers’ Conference- 
Bringing International Culture to Every Classroom” 

was held at the Teaching and Learning Academy from 9:00am 
- 1:30pm. The conference was open to Memphis’ Shelby 
County, private school and home school teachers and education 
professionals.

The conference provided teachers with information on how 
to utilize international studies to enhance their curriculum. 
Teachers gained knowledge about this year’s honored country in 
order to educate their students about the rich culture and history 
of Canada during this year’s salute. Those in attendance were 
offered professional development hours for their attendance by 
their school board representatives. 

This year, the conference presented four breakout sessions 
including: Music in Canada, presented by Geoff Ward, Ice Hockey, 
presented by Ryan Tempel, Culture in Canada, presented by 
Nadia Alm, and History of Canada, presented by Bill Crewe.

All teachers in attendance received a resource binder, a 2016 
Curriculum Guide, and a copy of information from all sessions 
to take home and utilize in their classrooms.  Following the 
conference, these materials were made available online.

“I really enjoyed the conference and found it very useful as we begin a project 
at our school. The music teacher was very interesting--made me want to visit 
Canada. The hockey speaker was also great and include ways to incorporate 
ideas in to math lessons. Thank you for a great educational resource!”

                       2016 ITC survey respondent

International Teachers’ Conference Audience

Teachers reading through Curriculum Guide

Curriculum Guides

Canadian Flags



Marketing:
Getting the Word 

International Teachers’ Conference



Event 
Organization

International Teachers’ Conference



Resource
Binder

International Teachers’ Conference



Follow Up
International Teachers’ Conference



School
Performances

Section 3



The Memphis in May Education Program brings 
performers from the honored country directly 
to the children of Memphis. This living-learning 

experience is perhaps the most dynamic part of the 
Memphis in May Education Program. Special presentations 
are designed to demonstrate and share the culture of the 
honored country through music, song and dance – live. 
The performances are an excellent complement to any of 
the Memphis in May classroom programs or competitions 
and are all presented during International Week – at 
no charge. Over 1,700 children took a field trip to the 
Orpheum Theatre to experience the school performance 
of Traces. 

The schools-only performances on the morning of May 
5 was an opportunity for the students to experience the 
festival’s cornerstone international program before it 
opened for a public performance later that  evening. The 
Traces school performance was specifically designed to 
share the culture of Canada with students through music 
and dance-live. The show, presented at the Orpheum 
Theatre, was a fantastic field trip and perfect complement 
to the students’ Memphis in May related studies.

School Performances at 
The Orpheum Theatre

Traces School Performances

Traces- Gravity defying moves

Traces- Ring Act



Marketing:
Getting the Word 

School Performances



In-School
Performances

School Performances



S tudents at eight Memphis area schools 
– each of which received Title 1 federal 
funding, e.g., public school with the highest 

percentage of children from low-income families, 
enjoyed a specially designed student program.  
The forty-five minute performances introduced 
students to native Canadian traditions right in 
their own schools.  

Ça Claque!, a troupe of Franco-Manitoban 
and Métis artists, shared their love of French 
Canadian Métis folklore - traditional as well as 
contemporary - through music and dance. The 
troupe showcased the exciting and diverse culture 
from Canada giving an interactive and educational 
performance that “wowed” both the students and 
the faculty. 

In some schools, the international performers were 
treated to tours of Canada-themed classrooms 
and hallways that students had prepared for the 
2016 celebration of Canada. This year over 6,000 
students enjoyed the excitement of Canada in 
their own school with the popular In-School Tour.

IN-SCHOOL TOUR

Ça Claque at Kate Bond Middle School

Ça Claque Performance Troupe

Ça Claque at Kate Bond Middle School



Education
Competitions

Section 4



While each of Memphis in May’s Education 
competitions is judged on differing criteria, 
every Memphis in May competition 

encourages a show of creativity and demonstrated 
knowledge of the honored country.  Competitions are 
geared to specific age groups and grade levels, with 
involvement opportunities available for all grades. 
Competitions were open to students within Memphis’ 
Shelby County schools, private schools, and home 
schools. In addition to a public relations campaign 
through the local media, the competitions were 
promoted through in-school communications, i.e. 
school announcements, newsletters, and faculty-room 
postings.  Applications were made available on the 
Memphis in May website. Judging committees were 
comprised of local educators, writers, and artists who kindly volunteer their time to review 
entries. Competition winners were awarded certificates and cash prizes at an awards ceremony 
in April 2016. 

Education Program Overview

Viola Cole, Cassidy Pham and Dr. Audrey Elion



POWERPOINT COMPETITION – GRADES 6-12
The PowerPoint Competition promotes design creativity and allows students to incorporate what they have 
learned about the honored country through the overall presentation, graphic design and written word.  Students 
have a chance to create unique presentations illustrating the honored country’s history, geography, language, food, 
music and dance, and religious beliefs.  First, second, and third place winners are chosen. These winners receive 
Memphis in May award certificates and cash prizes.

VALERO INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION – GRADES K-6
This competition promotes the creative artistry of students in grades K-6. Patterned after Memphis in May’s 
Fine Art Poster Program, the student’s work must depict some aspect of the honored country through the 
medium of drawing and coloring. One student becomes the Grand Prize winner, and his/her work is then 
printed and sold by Memphis in May as the International Children’s Poster. The Grand Prize winner signs and 
numbers 100 of the prints; since there are a limited number of signed and numbered prints, this lucky young 
artist’s poster has the potential of becoming quite a unique collector’s item. There are also first, second, and 
third prize winners in the categories K-2nd, 3rd-4th, and 5th-6th grades. The winners receive Memphis in 
May award certificates and cash prizes. This competition is sponsored by the Valero Memphis Refinery.  

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION – GRADES 4-12
The Writing Competition promotes literary creativity and allows students to convey what they have 
learned about the honored country through the written word. Creative Writing Competition entries may 
include any type of literary, fictional, or non-fictional work, including but not limited to poems, essays, 
short stories, plays, narratives, scripts, and biographies. First, second, and third prize winners are chosen 
in three grade categories: 4th – 5th, 6th – 8th, and 9th – 12th grades. These winners also receive Memphis 
in May award certificates and cash prizes.  

MICROSOFT BEST CANADIAN CLASSROOM COMPETITION
The Best Canadian Classroom Competition is a fun way for 
teachers to incorporate Canada into their classroom. Teachers 
can win a $1,000 cash prize for their school by involving their 
students in decorating their classroom with a theme based 
on the honored country. The competition is open to any 
public or private elementary, junior, or senior high classroom 
teacher in the Memphis metro area, including all of Shelby 
County. Teachers submit a completed entry form along with a 
minimum of three photographs that illustrate the components 
incorporated into the classroom design. Each school also 
submits a description of the design and the teaching goals that 

the decorations accomplish. Many teachers go out of their way to make beautiful and comprehensive 
scrapbooks and crafts as part of their entry.  The 2016 Microsoft Best Canadian Classroom honor was 
awarded to Ms. Underwood’s fourth grade class at Harding Academy.

Microsoft Best Classroom- Ms. Underwood’s 
4th Grade Class at Harding Academy



SEDGWICK INTERNATIONAL TEACHER COMPETITION
The International Teacher’s Competition gives 
teachers the chance to win alongside their 
students with a $1000 top prize award! This 
competition encourages teachers to show 
how they have participated in the international 
programs dedicated to the country of honor, 
Canada. Programs included are World Cargo 
Crate, International Teacher’s Conference, 
Student Exchange to Canada, various 
International Events and exhibits, such as the 
Orpheum School Performance and In School 
Performances, Education Competitions 
and more. In addition, teachers supply an 
essay and at least five additional supporting 
materials. Memphis in May recognizes the 
teachers with the most outstanding “global 
classrooms,” teachers who utilize international programming to supplement their curriculum and introduce 
a foreign culture to their students. Kim Fussell received the 2016 Sedgwick International Teacher award. 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Tennessee
WORLD CARGO CRATE PHOTO CONTEST

In 2009, Memphis in May added a new school 
competition – the World Cargo Crate Photo 
Contest. This competition encourages teachers 
to use their camera to capture very special 
moments in their classrooms. The photographic 
entries portray special “learning moments” 
between the students, their teachers, and the 
unique items from the honored country.  As most 
of these items are foreign to the students, their 
reactions of interest, surprise, and curiosity are 
clearly visible in the photos. The winning teacher 
received a Memphis in May prize package for 
her classroom and the privilege of being the 
first to reserve the World Cargo Crate for the 

upcoming school year. The winning teachers and students also get to see their pictures displayed on 
the Memphis in May website as “the face” of the World Cargo Crate for the next year.

Memphis in May 
International Festival

congratulates

Winner of the 
2016 Sedgwick International 

Teacher Competition  

____________________
James L . Holt, President and CEO

Kim Fussell
Harding Academy of Memphis

Kim Fussell Teacher Certificate

Congratulations to Ingrid Bolding at Balmoral Ridgeway 
Elementary for winning the 2016 Blue Cross Blue Shield World 

Cargo Crate Photo Contest
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Every year, Memphis in May holds an Education Awards Ceremony to celebrate the hard 
work and creativity of Memphis students. It is an evening filled with certificates, cash 
prizes, applause, and photographs captured by mom and dad. This year’s ceremony was 

held on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 from 5:30pm-6:30pm at the Teaching and Learning Academy 
Auditorium. 

The winners of the PowerPoint Competition, the Valero International Children’s Poster Competition, 
the Creative Writing Competition, and the Kenneth O. Cole Award were announced. Meg He from 
Crosswind Elementary won the 2016 Valero International Children’s Poster contest.

Education Awards Ceremony

Student Award Winners Meg He and Dr. Audrey Elion
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The Memphis in May Student Exchange Program provides selected students with an all-expense 
paid, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience the culture of our honored country.  Working in 
conjunction with the government of the honored country, Memphis in May develops a week-long 

cultural immersion experience for eleven high school junior or senior students.  These students travel 
from Memphis to the honored country and learn about its culture and customs from within.  Later in the 
month, eleven students from the honored country travel to Memphis and experience life in the United 
States.

Students stay with approved host families in both countries, visit different historical sites, and learn 
about the culture of their host country through educational lectures, films, and hands-on experiences. A 
selected high school from each country serves as a central host for the exchange. Life-long relationships 
are frequently forged between the two student groups as a result of this shared experience.

To be considered, Memphis student applicants must provide a completed application form, official school 
transcript, a 500 - 1,000 word essay about the honored country, and three letters of recommendation; the 
students must also be available for an interview by the selection panel in early January.  Students must be 
enrolled from August through June of the current school year in a Shelby County School, a private school 
or authorized home school within Shelby County. 

Prior to travel, Memphis in May holds preparation sessions for the selected students and chaperone. These 
sessions emphasize orientation to the host country and its culture, travel details, and their responsibilities 
as Memphis in May ambassadors and ambassadors of the United States. 

After their return, students are encouraged to share their experiences and new knowledge of the honored 
country with local school and community groups.

Student Exchange



Memphis 
to Canada

Marketing and Selection
Students Exchange Program



Territorial Prerogative Sculpture in Ottawa Hockey Game at Canadian Tire Centre

Students enjoying a sleigh ride Students at Parliament Hill

Student Exchange Program - Memphis Students



Canadian Students greeted at the 
Memphis Airport

Germantown High School

Canadian Students 
tour FedEx

Canadian Students enjoying 
lunch at Blues City Café

Canadian Students at Germantown 
High School Library

Canadian Students 
going back home

Student Exchange Program - Canada Students
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In the fall of 2015 and spring of 2016, Memphis in 
May printed Education Newsletters containing 
information about the Education Programs for 

the 2016 Salute to Canada. These newsletters, titled 
“World News,” were distributed to Memphis City, 
Shelby County, and private school principals.  Principals 
then distributed the newsletters to their teachers so 
that teachers and staff would be informed about our 
annual programs and events. A digital copy of the 
“World News” was also sent out to over 350 area 
educators that are subscribed to Memphis in May’s 
education email list. Finally, a copy was posted for 
download from the Memphis in May website. 

Teachers look forward to receiving their “World News” 
every fall, keeping them informed about the fun and 
exciting programs and events that Memphis in May has 
planned for the year. They use this information to plan 
their curriculum for the school year, creating many 
“global classrooms” throughout the city.  

Education Newsletters
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Each year, the Festival researches the culture, 
history, and people of the honored country to 
develop a comprehensive teacher’s curriculum 

guide for use by elementary, middle, and high 
school teachers.  In conjunction with the local school 
systems, Memphis in May distributes this guide to the 
teachers in over 300 city, county, and private schools. 
In addition, the guide is sent to home schools, 
distributed throughout the area library system, and 
untold quantities are downloaded directly from the 
Memphis in May website.

The 2016 Memphis in May Curriculum Guide 
includes Tennessee Department of Education State 
Performance Indicators (SPIs). The guide is divided 
into grade divisions and offers teachers stand-alone 
activities to incorporate into their curriculum, including 
educational standards from English, Language Arts, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Health/
Wellness, and others.  With this extraordinary tool, 
teachers are able to immerse their students in the 
honored country’s culture.

Curriculum Guide
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Each year, Memphis in May brings exciting and alluring exhibits from the honored country to local museums, 
galleries and public spaces – providing PEOPLE OF THE MID-SOUTH with the opportunity to experience and 
learn about international culture first-hand. Exhibits are on display on May 1 – 31 of each year.

EYE OF A CULTURE – ART FROM THE CANADIAN ARCTIC                                                                                  
Mississippi River Museum at Mud Island • May 1 – May 31, 2016
This collection of native textiles and prints from Baker Lake in the 
artic region of Canada featured a collection of vibrant and intricately 
worked wall hangings created by the women of the village. Without 
written tradition, the Inuit used such fabric art to convey their 
stories, beliefs, and traditions, giving birth to a uniquely Canadian 
art form. By applying traditional sewing methods to these colorful 
cloths wall hangings, the talented women of this community are not 
only depicting Inuit daily life and culture, but are also keeping Inuit traditions alive for future generations. 
The exhibit also featured a collection of prints that paid homage to two of the most important figures in the 
early Ulukhaktok print studio: Helen Kalvak, CM, RCA (1901-1984) and Mark Emerak (1901-1983). 

LACE UP: CANADA’S PASSION FOR SKATING                                                                               
Goodwyn Gallery at Memphis Central Library • May 1 – 31, 2016
“Lace Up” explored the history and importance of skating in Canada 
and provided a glimpse of three major ice sports: figure skating, speed 
skating and hockey. Skating is more than a great Canadian tradition, 
it is an important part of their national identity. The exhibition put 
Canada’s love of ice sports into a historical and social context. 
Presented in conjunction with the Canadian Museum of History in Gatineau, Quebec. 

STORIES TOLD: 100 YEARS OF THE JEWISH PUBLIC LIBRARY
Memphis Jewish Community Center • May 1 – May 31, 2016
When it first opened its doors in 1914 under the name Folks Biblyotek, 
the Jewish Public Library in Montreal, Canada was intended to be a 
public institution that served the entire Jewish community, regardless 
of political allegiance, religious denomination, language or cultural 
origin. Designed and produced by the Jewish Public Library, this 
exhibition demonstrated how, one hundred years later, it still fulfills 
this role marvelously for both the Jewish and non-Jewish communities, 
while preserving and promoting a rich heritage.

Cultural Exhibits



CORRINE HUNT EXHIBIT: FROM THE DRIFT ASHORE HOUSE                                                                         
Mississippi National Ornamental Metal Museum • May 1 – May 31, 2016

From the traditions of the Komoyue tribe on the west coast of 
Canada, “From the Drift Ashore House” included works in metal 
and wood by artist Corrine Hunt. Famously known for designing the 
2010 Vancouver Olympic medals, Corrine Hunt has been creating 
contemporary art that reflects the themes and traditions of her First 
Nations Komoyue and Tlingit heritage for more than 24 years. The 
raven, eagle, and orca playfully depicted in sculptural works and 
engraved jewelry on display, with past and present fused together, 
showcased uniquely Canadian art. 

PASSAGE TO FREEDOM: SECRETS OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD                                                                                                                                        
National Civil Rights Museum • May 1- May 31, 2016
The exhibit, “Passage to Freedom”, provided an opportunity to travel back to 
the 1800s and learn about slavery, the escape route called the Underground 
Railroad, and the challenges freedom seekers faced if they finally reached 
the “Promised Land” of Canada. The exhibit was divided into three parts: 
1) Slavery: stories of capture and life as a slave; 2) Escape: illustrations and 
narratives about the dangers of escape; signs, codes and symbols used; 
the messages in spiritual songs; the importance of the stars; the inventive 
escape methods including a box like the one used by Henry “Box” Brown to 
mail himself to freedom; and 3) Freedom: stories from former slaves and 
their descendants who found both freedom and prosperity in Canada, and 
those who found discrimination, racism, and even lynching in Canada.

CAPTURE CANADA                                                                                                                                             
An International Juried Photography and Competition and Exhibition
Canada House at The TVESCO Electric Warehouse 
May 1 – May 31, 2016
“Capture Canada” shared the beauty, uniqueness and hidden gems of Canada through the eyes of 
photographers. This exhibition showcased Cities, Sports, Landscape and overall Canadian Spirit through 
the chosen work. Presented in conjunction with E=MC2 Events & Avenue Art Gallery of Montreal, Quebec.       

. 

Cultural Exhibits
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BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee’s Community Trust is a proud sponsor of Memphis in 
May and the World Cargo Crate.



You have just pried off the lid to Memphis in May’s most exciting hands-on 
educational resource. Help your students explore Canada – Memphis in May’s 2016 
honored country – by studying the historical and cultural items in this crate. 

Please keep in mind that dozens of other teachers and thousands of other students 
will search their way through this World Cargo Crate. Just as with textbooks, 
without proper care the contents of this crate can take a beating. Each of the items 
included in this crate are meant to be passed around, held, and studied by your 
students; but please ask them to take special care with every item so that the other 
students can also enjoy and learn from them. 

Before you close the lid on your classroom’s cargo exploration, please make 
sure that all items are included so they will be available for the next classroom or 
school. Please do not keep anything that arrived in this crate. 

Blue Sky Couriers will pick up the crate first thing next Monday morning unless otherwise indicated by Memphis in May 
when making your reservation. Please make sure the crate is returned to your school’s office with all contents intact by 
the end of the day on Friday. (Please see packing checklist.)

If you or a student should accidentally break something, or if you discover that an item is missing or arrived broken in your 
World Cargo Crate, please contact Carley Kirby at the Memphis in May office immediately, (901) 525-4611 ext. 108. Whenever 
possible we will try to replace the items, although most of these items were brought from Canada and may be difficult to replace. 

As a part of Memphis in May’s educational programs, we also provide a Curriculum Guide designed to 
aid in teaching your students about Canada. The guide includes special chapters for all students – levels 
K-12 – and is free to all area teachers. You may download your own copy at www.memphisinmay.org/
education#resources or call (901) 525-4611 ext. 108. 

We hope you and your students enjoy exploring Canada through the World Cargo Crate and we hope 
you will involve your students in Memphis in May’s Education Competitions to further their learning. You 
can find complete information on the Memphis in May website: www.memphisinmay.org/competitions. Thank 
you, and enjoy your discovery of Canada!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:
Teachers - Don’t forget to register for the international classroom program. Registering for the World Cargo Crate brings you one 
step closer to becoming an Official Microsoft Memphis in May International Classroom. I am encouraging all the teachers that are 
participating in this program to register to become an Official Classroom. Information and the link to register can be found below.

*Introducing the Official Microsoft Memphis in May International Classroom Program
This year we are making it easier to sign up for our programs and integrate the Memphis in May Curriculum into your classroom 
activities. Memphis in May provides easy to use resources to enable teachers to integrate education about the honored country in 
to your classroom. For more information go to http://www.memphisinmay.org/education#resources
 
Get started today. Register here http://goo.gl/forms/cBzIrBv7jW

PROPER CARE & HANDLING OF 
YOUR WORLD CARGO CRATE
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INTRODUCTION TO CANADA

Canada is the second largest country in the world and a nation of great 
ethnic and cultural diversity. Initially populated by various First Nation 
tribes and then colonized by the French and British, Canada today is a 
cultural mosaic made up of people from every corner of the world.
Few countries can compare with Canada’s natural beauty, geographic 
diversity and wildlife. Bordered by the Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic Oceans, 
Canada’s ever-changing topography ranges from the dizzying heights 
of the Rocky Mountains to vast boreal forests, endless prairies, desert 
and rainforest regions. Adding to the extraordinary scenic beauty are 
numerous vibrant, cosmopolitan cities where most of the Canadian 
population lives.

This vast land in northern North America is rich with natural resources. 
Home to 41 national parks and hundreds of provincial parks, Canada is a 
natural playground!

The United Nations ranked Canada one of the best countries in the world 
in which to live. Canada is globally recognized for its outstanding quality 
of life, stable, progressive political environment and one of the healthiest 
economies in the world. Economically and technologically the nation has 
developed in parallel with the US, its neighbor to the south across an 
unfortified border.

Canada is a collage of regions, from the rugged mountains of the West 
to the farm communities of the prairies; from the industrial and political 
powerhouse of Ontario to the modern Francophone culture of Québec, 
and from the quaint fishing communities of the East Coast to the great 
white North. The beauty and diversity of Canada are proud icons of what 
Canada has become.

There are over 200 distinct cultures in Canada with a greater mix of 
people from diverse backgrounds than almost anywhere else on Earth. 
Canada encourages its people to hold closely to their traditions and 
culture. Around two-fifths of the Country’s population comes from an origin 
other than British or French. 

CANADIAN 
NATIONAL ANTHEM

In French:
Ô Canada!

Terre de nos aïeux,
Ton front est ceint de fleurons glorieux!

Car ton bras sait porter l’épée,
Il sait porter la croix!

Ton histoire est une épopée
Des plus brillants exploits.

Et ta valeur, de foi trempée,
Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.
Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.

In English:
O Canada!

Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!

From far and wide,
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Canada is the closest neighbor and 
number one trade partner for Tennessee. 

• In 2014, two-way bilateral trade between 
Canada and Tennessee exceed $14.5 
billion.

• More than 170,300 Tennessee jobs are 
linked to this strong trading partnership.

• According to the most recent data, 
566,000 Canadians visited Tennessee over 
the past year and spent approximately 
$98 million during their stay. 
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FLAG
The National Flag of Canada, also known as the Canadian Flag or the Maple Leaf Flag 
(l’Unifolié in French), consists of a red field with a white square at its center atop of which 
sits a stylized, 11-pointed red maple leaf. A joint committee of the Senate and House 
of Commons voted for the present flag in 1964 against formidable odds. After months 
of debate the final design, adopted by Parliament and approved by royal proclamation, 
became Canada’s flag on February 15, 1965. Compare with your students the 
significance of the Canadian flag and the flag of the United States of America.

COAT OF ARMS
The Arms of Canada, containing the Arms of England, Scotland and Ireland and the 
Arms of royalist France in the first and second divisions of the shield, and the emblem 
of Canada in the third division, symbolize Canada’s national sovereignty as a monarchy. 
The emblems in the first and second divisions show that the arms are derived from 
the ancient kingdoms of England, France, Scotland and Ireland and also exemplify the 
fact that men and women of these countries contributed to the settlement and early 
development of Canada. The design of the arms of Canada reflects the royal symbols 
of the United Kingdom and France (the three lions of England, the lion of Scotland, the 
fleurs-de-lis of France and the Irish harp of Tara). On the bottom portion of the shield is 
a sprig of three Canadian maple leaves representative of Canadians of all origins. The 
coat of arms is supported by the lion of England holding the Royal Union Flag and the 
unicorn of Scotland carrying the flag of Royal France. The crest above the shield features 
a crowned lion holding a red maple leaf. At the base of the arms are the floral emblems 
associated with the Canadian Monarchy: the English rose, the Scottish thistle, the French 
lily and the Irish shamrock.Teachers, make copies of Canada’s Coat of Arms and 
set aside some time for your students to make their own coat of arms, describing 
what it means to them.

NATIONAL ANTHEM
“O Canada” is Canada’s national anthem. Originally called “Chant National,” it was 
written in Québec City by Sir Adolphe-Basile Routhier (words in French) and composer 
Calixa Lavallée (music), and first performed there on June 24 1880.Teachers – did you 
know that the Crown-in-Council established set lyrics for “O Canada” in Canada’s two 
official languages, English and French. The National Anthem can be found at the 
beginning of this booklet. 

MAPLE LEAF
The maple tree and its distinctive leaves are more than a fixture of Canada’s natural 
beauty. 10 varieties of maple grow in Canada, so the tree is abundant and recognizable 
throughout the country. The maple leaf has been adopted by national groups, placed 
on the coat of arms and used as the centerpiece of the nation’s flag. In 1834 the St. 
Jean-Baptiste Society, a French-Canadian patriotic group, adopted the maple leaf as 
their group symbol. In 1836 the newspaper “Le Canadien” named the maple leaf the 
official symbol of Canada, and by 1860 members of the Regiment of Royal Canadians 
were sporting the leaf on their badges. The leaf was featured on both the British and 
French-Canadian coat of arms, and it’s been used on currency since the end of the 19th 
century. It was also a Canadian military symbol during both World Wars. The maple was 
designated as Canada’s national tree in 1996. Inside the crate you will find a set of 
three realistic warm colored artificial Canadian Maple Leaf Sprays.

NATIONAL SYMBOLS
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CANADIAN CURRENCY
Canadians use coins and banknotes of similar face value to American notes. In fact, 
the historical sizes of the coins less than $1 are identical to those of American coins 
due to both nations using the Spanish dollar as the basis of their money. Quantities 
of American coinage circulate in Canada at par, and some Canadian coins circulate 
in the US as well. Canadian coins are issued by the Royal Canadian Mint and 
struck at their facilities in Winnipeg. Bank notes are issued by the Bank of Canada 
and printed at Ottawa. Notes and coins are marked in both official languages. The 
most significant recent development in Canadian currency was the withdrawal of 
the $1 and $2 notes in 1987 and 1996, respectively, and their replacement with 
coins. The $1 coins are colloquially called “loonies,” for the loon on their back. The 
$2 coins, carrying a polar bear, are called by analogy “twonies” (or “toonies”) Learn 
all about Canadian Currency using the Canadian Currency X-Change Activity 
kit. Also included in the crate are uncirculated coins from 1975. Please 
handle with care. 

COMMON LOON
These water birds breed on lakes and rivers of the northern United States 
and Canada. They winter primarily along the coasts. Loons are about the 
size of large ducks and spend most of their time on the water. Excellent 
swimmers, they can dive deep and remain underwater for up to five minutes. 
They eat small fish, snails, crabs, and frogs. A distinct laughing sound is just 
one of the many calls Common Loons make. Included in the crate is a replica 
of the Canadian Common Loon.

MAP OF CANADA
Canada is located in the Northern Hemisphere, on the continent of North 
America.  It is bounded by the Arctic Ocean on the north, by the United 
States and the Great Lakes on the south, by the Atlantic Ocean on the east, 
and by the Pacific Ocean on the west.  Canada is bounded on the northeast 
by Greenland and on the northwest by Alaska.  Canada’s area is 3,851,808 
square miles. Canada is a federation of ten Provinces and three Territories.  
The four Maritime Provinces of New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, 
Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island are influenced by their relationships 
with the North Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence.  Quebec 
and Ontario are the most populous Provinces in Canada, while Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, and Alberta occupy Canada’s central prairie heartland.  
British Columbia, the westernmost Province in Canada, lies between the 
Rocky Mountains and the North Pacific Ocean.  Canada’s Territories, 
consisting of Nunavut, Yukon, and the Northwest Territories, lie to the far 
north.  They have no inherent jurisdiction, and only exercise powers that are 
delegated to them by Canada’s federal government. Teachers, included in the crate you will find a super-sized floor 
puzzle of Canada. Children will love to play with this colorful and informative puzzle while learning all about Canada. 
Pieces are diecut in the shape of individual provinces or territories to help children identify the provinces easily and 
complete the puzzles. The Canada map puzzle has illustrations from all 13 provinces/territories and helps reinforce 
basic concepts of geography and the world we live in. Pieces are shaped like individual provinces/territories and have 
colorful illustrations and symbols.

NATIONAL SYMBOLS CONTINUED
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“ANNE OF GREEN GABLES” BY L. M. MONTGOMERY
Anne of Green Gables is a 1908 novel by Canadian author Lucy Maud Montgomery. 
Written for all ages, it has been considered a children’s novel since the mid-twentieth 
century. It recounts the adventures of Anne Shirley, an 11-year-old orphan girl who 
is mistakenly sent to Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert, a middle-aged brother and sister 
who had intended to adopt a boy to help them on their farm in Prince Edward Island. 
The novel recounts how Anne makes her way with the Cuthberts, in school, and 
within the town.  

WINNIE THE POOH
Few Canadian black bears have achieved the literary renown of “Winnipeg,” Captain 
Harry Colebourn’s pet black bear. Lasting fame came to Winnipeg after a boy - 
Christopher Robin - and his father - A.A. Milne - saw Winnipeg at the London Zoo. 
Captivated by Winnipeg, who gave zoo patrons piggyback rides around the zoo and 
ate treats from their hands, Christopher Robin urged his father to take her home. 
Instead, Milne transformed Winnipeg into the hero of a classic childhood story, 
“Winnie-the-Pooh.” This unusual name is a combination of the nickname London 
zoo patrons gave Winnipeg, and the name of Christopher Robin’s pet swan, Pooh. 
Winnipeg immigrated to Britain along with her owner, Captain Harry Colebourn, an 
army veterinary surgeon in the Canadian military. In 1915, as World War I raged, 
Captain Colebourn was sent to the front in France. Unable to take Winnipeg along, 
he donated her to the London Zoo, where she quickly became a star attraction. 
Teachers, please read Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who Inspired 
Winnie-the-Pooh to your classroom. 

FREDERICK BANTING
Sir Frederick Grant Banting, KBE, MC, FRS, FRSC was a Canadian medical 
scientist, physician, painter and Nobel laureate noted as the first person that used 
insulin on humans. Located in the crate is a Diabetes Beta Cell. Pancreatic beta 
cells produce insulin which helps regulate sugar levels in the body. Learn how they 
work and what happens when they don’t.

AURORA BOREALIS
The aurora borealis (or northern lights) is a natural phenomenon caused by the 
interaction of charged particles from the sun with atoms in the upper atmosphere. 
These otherworldly dancing curtains of light glow in a rainbow of colors, and are at 
their most resplendent in January through March. Using two discs and multicolor 
LEDs that operate in eight different light modes, this projector recreates that awe-
inspiring sight, with movement that’s so cosmic it can also double as a soothing, 
moving, natural nightlight. Teachers, turn off the lights in your classroom and 
enjoy the amazing lightshow. Also included in the crate is a “Chasing the Northern 
Lights” poster which explains in detail about the aurora borealis. 

LANGUAGE

LITERATURE

SCIENCE
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LANGUAGE
Official Languages Act (1969), federal statute that declares French and English 
to be the official languages of Canada, and under which all federal institutions 
must provide their services in English or French at the customer’s choice. 
The Act (passed following the recommendation of the Royal Commission on 
Bilingualism and Biculturalism) created the office of Commissioner of Official 
Languages to oversee its implementation. Teachers, get your students started 
learning French in a fun and easy way. These French flash cards reinforce 
vocabulary skills with beautiful pictures and simple sentences.

CN TOWER 
The CN Tower (Canada’s National Tower), located in downtown Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, is a communications and observation tower standing 1,815ft 
tall. In 1995, the CN Tower was declared one of the modern Seven Wonders 
of the World by the American Society of Civil Engineers. It also belongs to 
the World Federation of Great Towers, where it holds the 1st place ranking. 
The Sky Pod is the second-highest public observation deck in the world, 
surpassed only by the Shanghai World Financial Center. On a clear day, it 
is possible to see 62-75 miles away: to the city of Rochester across Lake 
Ontario in the United States, the mist rising from Niagara Falls, or the shores 
of Lake Simcoe. Teachers, in the crates you will find a 3-D puzzle scale model 
of Canada’s National Tower (AKA the CN Tower or Tour Nationale du Canada). 
Please note that the tower is divided into 2 sections. Please handle with care.

MAPLE TREE TAPPING
Maple products are a unique phenomenon with a rich history. The sweet sap 
of the Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) was known and valued by the native 
peoples of eastern North America long before the arrival of European settlers. 
An Iroquois legend tells of the piercing of the bark of a maple and the use of 
the “sweet water” to cook venison, a happy accident which established the 
culinary tradition of maple-cured meats. French settlers probably learned 
from the Indians how to tap trees to obtain sap and how to boil it to reduce 
it to sweet syrup or sugar slabs to be stored for later use. The Ojibwa called 
the “sugaring off” period the “maple moon” or “sugar month.” The tradition 
of sugaring off became established in communities in the deciduous forests 
of North America and has survived to the present time. Inside the crate you 
will find a Kid’s Guide to Maple Tapping. Please review the book with your 
students. Also included is a real piece of maple tree. This is just an example to 
show your students what the process looks like. 

CULTURE
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KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH
The last greatest gold rush in the history took place between 1896-1898, 
known as the Klondike Gold Rush in Canada’s Yukon Territory. It was sparked 
by that fact that a man named George Carmack, while salmon fishing near 
the Klondike River in Canada’s Yukon Territory on August 16th in 1896, 
discovered nuggets of gold in a creek bed. Over the next two years, as many 
as 50,000 would-be miners arrived in the region. Carmack did become rich off 
his discovery, leaving the Yukon with $1 million worth of gold. A 21 year old 
Jack London, an unsuccessful gold miner, wrote short stories based on his 
Klondike experience which was published as “The Son of the Wolf” (1900). 
Teachers, located in the crate you will find a mini gold rushing kit. Battling the 
elements and risking life and limb, the miners of “Gold Rush” say it’s all worth 
it for holding a sparkling fortune in their hands. Bring a little “Gold Rush” to 
your classroom with the Gold Rush panning kit. Instructions are included. 
Please return all contents to the think Canada bag when finished. 

INUKSHUK
Inukshuk, the Inuit word meaning in the image of man, refers to the balanced 
rock sculptures historically created as navigational aids by the Inuit people. 
The symbol also represents Canadian friendship, hospitality and mutual 
dependence. Inuksuk is a figure made of piled stones or boulders constructed 
to communicate with humans throughout the Arctic. Traditionally constructed 
by the Inuit, inuksuit are integral to Inuit culture and are often intertwined with 
representations of Canada and the North. Teachers, let your students create 
their own Inukshuk using rocks from the Canadian Shield – the oldest rock 
formation on the planet!

OGOPOGO
Ogopogo is a fabled aquatic monster which is said to inhabit Okanagan Lake. 
The Salish called it “snake in the lake”; the Chinook called it “wicked one” and 
“great beast in the lake.” Representation appeared in pre-contact petroglyphs. 
Like “Nessie,” the Orm of Loch Ness, Ogopogo is variously described as 
having the head of a sheep or a horse and a long serpentine neck, and is 
reported to swim with an undulating motion; it is generally “sighted” as several 
humps moving rapidly through the water. The name “Ogopogo” is a palindrome 
from a comic English music-hall song, “Ogopogo Song.” Okanagan Lake has 
temperamental weather conditions, which might explain the apparition, and 
an ill-defined lake bottom, which gives rise to speculation about long-trapped 
dinosaur eggs released by movements of the Earth’s crust. Teachers, let your 
students play with the Ogopogo located in the crate. Ask your students if they 
think Ogopogo is related to the Loch Ness Monster. Answer - the Ogopogo sea 
monster is known to many as “Nessie’s Canadian Cousin”.

HISTORY
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SNOWSHOES
Snowshoes for winter travel were almost universal among Aboriginal 
people in Canada outside the Pacific and Arctic coasts. The Athapaskans 
of the West and Algonquians of the Northeast made the most sophisticated 
snowshoes. Frames were generally made of durable, flexible ash wood 
and lacing from deer, caribou and moose hide. The toe and tail sections 
of the shoe were laced with a light babiche and the central body with a 
heavy babiche for better weight suspension. The Indian-style moccasin 
is the traditional snowshoe footwear. Much Indian folklore centered on 
the snowshoe. The Ojibwa, for example, celebrated the first snowfall of 
the winter with a snowshoe dance. During the early historic period the 
snowshoe was as important as the canoe, the wagon or the railway in 
opening up the country. Teachers, inside the crate you will find handmade 
mini snowshoes. They are almost an exact replica of the full size traditional 
snowshoes with a wooden frame and real babiche (rawhide) webbing. 
These novelty snowshoes were made in Canada by native craftsmen. 

TOTEM POLES
The totem pole is a monument created by Northwest Coast Aboriginal 
peoples to serve variously as a signboard, genealogical record and 
memorial. Carved of large straight red cedar and painted vibrant colors, the 
totem pole is emblematic of both coastal Aboriginal culture and Northwest 
Coast Aboriginal Art. Beginning in the 19th century settlers seeking to 
assimilate First Nations peoples in British Columbia threatened to limit 
expressions of traditional culture like the totem pole. As such, the totem 
pole can be seen as a symbol of ongoing survival and resistance to cultural 
and territorial encroachment. Teachers, included in the crate you will find 
specially carved and crafted miniature Totem Poles representative of the 
Native American peoples of Canada. The miniature Totem Poles are highly 
accurate and detailed replicas of sculptures carved from great trees by First Nations people of the Pacific Northwest. 

HOCKEY
Hockey is Canada’s official national winter sport and perhaps its greatest contribution to world sport. Canada is considered 
the birthplace of ice hockey and Canadians generally regard the sport as their own. Over the last century Canadian men, 
women, and children have passionately participated in hockey at all levels and have avidly watched the sport with great 
interest nationwide. One could argue that hockey is the sport that has united Canadians the most, especially in international 
competitions. The word “hockey” is probably derived from the French hoquet (“shepherd’s crook”), referring to the shape of 
the stick, and the nickname “shinny,” for informal hockey, likely comes from the game’s connections to shinty. It is unclear 
precisely where and when ice hockey originated, but it is doubtless connected to the stick-and-ball games of bandy, shinty 
and hurley, which were brought to the North American colonies in one form or another by students or the military in the 19th 
century. Montréal, Windsor (Nova Scotia), and Kingston (Ontario) have all claimed to be the birthplace of ice hockey, but there 
is little clear evidence to pinpoint the game’s origins. The first game of organized ice hockey, as we would recognize it today, 
was in Montréal in 1875, where J.G.A. Creighton, a McGill student, established a set of formal rules. The key innovation was the 
substitution of a flat, wooden disc (puck), which offered the players more control than they had over a ball, and which was less likely 
to bounce and injure spectators. 

HISTORY CONTINUED

SPORTS
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HOCKEY MASK & PUCK
Jacques Plante was to become one of the National Hockey League’s 
greatest goalies, but was never one to rest on his laurels. He would dare 
to be different and go against the game’s “macho” traditions by wearing a 
protective face mask, and developed a very personal style of play in front of 
and behind the net. The turning point came in a game at Madison Square 
Garden on November 1, 1959, when a powerful slap shot shattered his 
nose. After receiving a total of 200 stitches on his face, he decided he had 
paid his dues to the gods of the national sport and stubbornly held his own 
against coach Toe Blake, who believed a player had to “fight for his life” 
to play well. That same night, with his face sewn from nose to lip, Plante 
agreed to return to the ice only if he was allowed to wear his mask, which 
he had worn in practices since 1955. This cream colored mask drew a mix 
of criticism, admiration and wisecracks. Nevertheless, the team won by a 
score of 4 to 1. To keep wearing the mask [which he was supposed to give 
up once he was healed], Plante outdid himself by leading the team on an 
11-game winning streak and eventually winning the Stanley Cup the following spring. A few seasons later, his idea began to 
catch on, and soon almost every keeper in the league wore a mask. Included in the crate is a hockey mask and an official 
hockey puck from the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

FOX 40 WHISTLE
Introduced in 1987 by part time referee Ron Foxcroft of Hamilton, Ontario, 
this “pealess” whistle has no internal moveable parts to obstruct its sound 
or to stick, freeze, or jam up from overblowing, and its high-pitched trill cuts 
through crowd noise. Foxcroft often became frustrated with the traditional 
design of referees’ whistles, which features a “pea” (cork ball) inside 
that is prone to jamming, thereby preventing the whistle from producing 
sound. He was inspired to create a “pealess” whistle following incidents in 
international games including the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal and 
the 1984 pre-Olympics game in São Paulo, in which Foxcroft witnessed 
an obvious foul but he could not stop play as his whistle was rendered 
useless by a jammed pea; play continued and the referees were booed 
by spectators. Users in more than one hundred countries include the 
Canadian Football League, National Basketball Association, U.S. Coast 
Guard, and the Boy Scouts of America. Included in the crate is a Fox 40 
Whistle, which is just like the ones the referees use today. Please keep the 
whistle in the container box. 

SPORTS CONTINUED
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE (RCMP 
OR MOUNTIES) 
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police are the national police 
force of Canada. In addition to providing federal (national) level 
policing, they also provide provincial and municipal police services 
to parts of Canada under contract to the three territories as well as 
eight of the provinces (except Ontario and Quebec), which include 
approximately 198 municipalities and 192 First Nations communities. 
In French it is known as the Gendarmerie Royale du Canada (GRC).                                                                                                                                          
In Canada the campaign hat was the official dress hat of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, who retain it as part of the full dress 
uniform as well as Canadian cavalry units in the Boer War and First 
World War. The campaign hat was also the hat of the Canadian 
Scouts and the South African Constabulary, which was led by a 
Canadian Colonel Sam Steele (formerly North-West Mounted Police), 
both of these units having many Canadians enlisted. The hat was phased out of military use by the service dress cap 
following the First World War. It is also used by members of the Ontario Provincial Police, but it is being phased out due 
to problems wearing them in police cruisers. Though similar to the U.S. campaign hat, the indentations of the Canadian 
style hat are somewhat deeper and appear above the face of the wearer whilst the American hats have the indentations 
to the side so a regimental badge can be worn in the middle of the hat. Teachers, this is a great opportunity to take 
pictures of your students in a Mountie hat and send them to education@memphisinmay.org. 

HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT ON OTTAWA
Three branches work together to govern Canada: the executive, 
legislative and judicial branches. The executive branch (also called 
the Government) is the decision-making branch, made up of 
the Monarch represented by the Governor General, the Prime 
Minister, and the Cabinet. The legislative branch is the law-making 
branch, made up of the appointed Senate and the elected House 
of Commons. The judicial branch is a series of independent courts 
that interpret the laws passed by the other two branches. Parliament 
itself is made up of the following three parts: the Monarch, the Senate 
and the House of Commons. Canada is a constitutional monarchy, 
which means that we recognize the Queen or King as the Head 
of State, while the Prime Minister is the Head of Government. 
Teachers, inside your crate you will find Sir John MacDonald who 
was the First Prime Minister of Canada. There is also a booklet 
attached that tells the story of John Macdonald. 

 

GOVERNMENT
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2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY CANADA

Curriculum Guide
Each year Memphis in May researches the culture, history, and people of the festival’s honored 
country to develop a comprehensive curriculum guide for use by elementary, middle, and high school 
teachers.

The guide is divided into grade and divisions and offers teachers stand-alone activities to incorporate 
into their daily curriculum, including educational standards from English, Language Arts, Math, 
Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Health and Wellness, and others. With this extraordinary tool, 
teachers are able to immerse their students in the culture of our honored country.

GET YOUR OWN CURRICULUM GUIDE! 
Make copies of this guide for your classroom or download a free digital copy of 

the entire guide at memphisinmay.org/education#guide
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MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL 

TEACHERS CONFERENCE 

“BRINGING INTERNATIONAL CULTURE TO EVERY CLASSROOM” 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2016 • 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

TEACHING AND LEARNING ACADEMY 

2485 Union Avenue • Memphis, Tennessee 38112 

 

The conference is offered free to all teachers and education professionals in Shelby County. Those in 
attendance can obtain professional development credits for their participation. To register for the 

conference, you must complete and return this form to education@memphisinmay.org 

Breakfast snack will be provided and door prizes will be awarded. Each teacher that attends will take 
home the necessary resources and tools to utilize knowledge gained at the conference in their 

classroom. 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS K-12: 
Teachers will gain knowledge about this year’s honored country so they can teach their students about 

the rich culture and history of Canada, learning how to utilize international studies to enhance their 
curriculum. Each participant attends all breakout sessions. 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2016. 

 

To apply for the conference,  
Educators in Shelby County must email the 

information on the right to: 
education@memphisinmay.org 

 

 Please print clearly and provide all 
requested information.  

 Registration is first come, first served. 
Due to space limitations, completing this 
form does not automatically guarantee 
a place in the conference.  

 All registrants will be contacted via 
email the week of the conference. 

 
  

 

Name:____________________________________ 

School:___________________________________ 

Grade/Subject:_____________________________ 

School District:_____________________________ 

Work Phone:______________________________ 

Home Phone:______________________________ 

Cell Phone:________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

E-mail:___________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:education@memphisinmay.org
mailto:education@memphisinmay.org


56 South Front St. •Memphis, Tennessee 38103 • (901) 525-4611 • Fax (901) 525-4686 • www.memphisinmay.org 

 

 

Control Sheet 

Memphis in May International Teachers’ Conference 
“Bringing International Culture to Every Classroom” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The conference will be open to teachers and education professionals. Those in attendance will be offered 
professional development hours for their attendance. Teachers will gain knowledge about this year’s honored 
country so they can educate their students about the rich culture and history of Canada. Breakfast and coffee 
will be provided. Each teacher that attends will receive the necessary resources and tools to utilize knowledge 
gained at the conference in their classroom. 
 
Space set-up: 
Auditorium, set up for 210. 
- Have beverage station (coffee and juice) set up in south west corner of room for arrival of guests 
Main announcements 
Final announcements 
Lobby Area outside of Multipurpose room 
Lobby Area outside of W115 & W116 
- One table set up with 2-3 chairs for sponsors- TVA is our sponsor this year 
 
 
Breakout Sessions 
Multipurpose, set-up for 108 with tables and chairs:  
Room W116, set-up for 54:  
Room W115, set-up for 54:  
Auditorium, set-up for 200:  
 
 
Breakout session rotation schedule 

 Multipurpose – 
Hockey (Gretzky) 

W116 –  
Music (Musicians) 

W115 –        
History (Cartier) 

Auditorium -  
Culture (Beaver) 

Session 1 Gretzky Beaver Cartier Musicians 

Session 2 Musicians Gretzky Beaver Cartier 

Session 3 Cartier Musicians Gretzky Beaver 

Session 4 Beaver Cartier Musicians Gretzky 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current as of 2/26/16 

Event Date 
Saturday, February 27, 2016 

9:00am – 1:30pm 

Event Location 
Teaching and Learning Academy 

2485 Union Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 38112 

 



56 South Front St. •Memphis, Tennessee 38103 • (901) 525-4611 • Fax (901) 525-4686 • www.memphisinmay.org 

Timeline and Agenda 
 
Saturday, February 27th  
 

 What Who Where 

6:30/7:00 Building Opens ____________ TLA 

7:00/7:15 
8:00-8:30                

Set-up Begins/Tech. Check 
Sound check 
Music on in Auditorium 

Volunteers and MIM Staff 
Volunteers and MIM Staff 

All rooms 
Auditorium 
Auditorium  

8:30-9:00 Registration for attendees Volunteers East doors of Auditorium 

9:00-9:10 Welcome and Introduction Susan Auditorium 

 Greeting to Participants   

 Festival and Education Overview   

9:10-9:50 Keynote Speakers Judith Mann Costello Auditorium 

9:50-10:00 Transfer to sessions Teachers  

10:00-10:40 Session 1 Teachers Designated Rooms 

10:40-10:50 Transfer to next session Teachers  

10:50-11:30 Session 2 Teachers Designated Rooms 

11:30-11:40 Transfer to next session Teachers  

11:40-12:20 Session 3 Teachers Designated Rooms 

12:20-12:30 Transfer to next session Teachers  

12:30-1:10 Session 4 Teachers Designated Rooms 

1:10-1:20 Departure Carley   

1:20-2:00 Final Clean up Volunteers and MIM staff All rooms 

2:00pm OUT of TLA   

 
 
 

Contact List 
 

Memphis in May Staff 
Susan Elliott, Director of Programming office: 525-4611, ext. 107, cell: 901-870-6427 
selliott@memphisinmay.org   
Carley Kirby, Program Assistant office: 525-4611, ext. 108, cell: 901-949-5831 ckirby@memphisinmay.org  
Mike Davis, Operations Manager cell: 901-246-3734 mdavis@memphisinmay.org 
 
Teaching and Learning Academy Building Staff 
Jake Allen, Teaching and Learning Academy 416-4715 AllenJE@scsk12.org                                                     
Brenda McNeary; office: 416-3426, cell: 734-6612 mcnearybe@scsk12.org 
 ; 901-416-1415 
 

Shelby County Schools Staff 
Mary Douglas, Teaching and Learning Academy 901-416-5930 or 901-724-6612 DOUGLASM@scsk12.org 
Monica Jordan, Professional Development Credits 901-416-0221 jordanmw@scsk12.org 
Ronnie Conley, IT Tech 901-607-9224   
WIFI password for 2016- MCSL0CKWPA 
 
 
Photographer 
James Wessels, MIM Photographer Liason cell: 901-201-0560 blurredimg@gmail.com 

Media Liaison                                                                                                                                                                                             

Penelope Huston, MIM contact phuston@memphisinmay.org 

mailto:selliott@memphisinmay.org
mailto:ckirby@memphisinmay.org
mailto:mdavis@memphisinmay.org
mailto:AllenJE@scsk12.org
mailto:mcnearybe@scsk12.org
mailto:DOUGLASM@scsk12.org
mailto:jordanmw@scsk12.org
mailto:blurredimg@gmail.com
mailto:phuston@memphisinmay.org
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Breakout session Presenters 
HISTORY- History of Canada– Room W115 
Bill Crewe  
Cell: 901-292-6004 billcrewe@yahoo.com  

MUSIC- Music Across Canada – Room W116                                                                                                      
Geoff Ward,  
Cell: 901-351-8540 ghward@yahoo.com 
 
CULTURE- Canadian Culture- Auditorium                                                                                                                              
Nadia Alm 
Cell: 901-483-4213, nalm@ecseagles.com  
 
HOCKEY -Canadian Ice Hockey– Multipurpose Room                                                                                                      
Ryan Tempel & Shireen Brandt 
Cell: 901-481-5014/ 901-417-1063 rtempel74@yahoo.ca and sbrandt@ecseagles.com  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER- Judith Mann Costello                                                                                                       

Cell: 470-362-0801  siubhanduinne@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                   

   

                                                                                                                                             
Volunteers 

Audrey Elion, Education Chair Cell: 901-292-2672, aelion1@yahoo.com 
Lara Brumback, Education Co-Chair Cell: 901-351-3793 lbrumback@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
Speakers                                                                                      Volunteers 
Nadia Alm                                                                Audrey Elion 
Bill Crewe                                                                           Nevada Gates 
Ryan Tempel                                                                        Chautara Franklin 
Shireen Brandt                                                                       Gaye Hansen 
Geoff Ward                                                                           Timothy McIntosh                                                                           
Keynote Speaker- Judith Mann Costello                               Connie Rasberry 

Kinga Richardson     
 Zofia Schmidt 

                                                        Samantha Slaughter 
                                                                                              Staci Sommerville 
                                                                                              Christopher Taylor 
                                                                                              LaSandria Ward 
                                                                                              Shonnase Woods 
                                                                                              Liz Ann Payant 
                                                                                              Doris Bailey 
Post Event Survey—Grant Braden    Michele P Elion 
        Tony Falk 

mailto:billcrewe@yahoo.com
mailto:ghward@yahoo.com
mailto:nalm@ecseagles.com
mailto:rtempel74@yahoo.ca
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ASSIGNMENTS/DUTIES – INTERNATIONAL TEACHER’S CONFERENCE 
 
Set-Up Assignments: Dr. Audrey Elion will assist in all areas 
Arrival Time is 7:00am and Departure Time is approximately 2:00pm 
Auditorium: La’Sandria Ward (Lead); set-up refreshments area for arriving 
participants 

 Tony Falk and P. Michelle Elion – helpers with food preparation and 
beverages 

 
West building: Nevada Gates (Lead); assist with new volunteers first and second 
floors 

 Chautara Franklin – greeter; lobby area outside of Auditorium/Multipurpose 
Room (first floor) 

 Shonnase Woods – helper; lobby area outside of W115 and W116 (second 
floor) 

 
Registration area set-up/Inside and Outside signage: Audrey Elion (Lead) 

 Staci Somerville, Ms. Bailey, and Connie Rasberry – registration desk and 
boxes 

 Christopher – signage inside and out 
 NOTE: Place signage inside/outside Auditorium and West building areas, as 

well as the parking lot; return to Auditorium 
 
Assignments/Duties during Conference: 
 
Auditorium – 

 Samantha Slaughter and La’Sandria Ward – restock refreshments as needed 
 NOTE: May need to assist speaker(s) with set-up in the Auditorium 

 
West Building ad Auditorium –  

 All timekeepers will rotate after each session 
 Connie Rasberry, Gaye Hansen, Liz-Ann Payant, and Zofia Schmidt – 

timekeepers for sessions 
 Please notify speakers when they have 5 – 10 minutes left. Minute cards will 

be given to you on Saturday 
 NOTE: May need to assist speaker(s) with set-up. Please bring 2 bottled 

waters with you for the speaker during the first session for the speaker and 
restock refreshments as needed. 

 Please text/call me at 901-292-2672 or Carley at 901-949-5831 if you need 
technical support. 

 
Registration 

 Dr. Audrey Elion will compile registration material and pass out certificates 
to writers during the 4th session. 

 Writers are Staci Somerville, Ms. Bailey, and La’Sandria Ward (if need be) 



 
Breakdown – (Quiet Breakdown of areas) EVERYONE – All Hands on Deck 

 Registration and auditorium – as directed by MIM (most likely after the 
fourth session ends pack up remaining items and prepare them to be loaded 
back into the MIM van) 

 West building – after the fourth session (pack up remaining items and bring 
them to the auditorium) 

 
Be prepared to perform additional duties as directed by MIM (NOTE: this 
information is subject to change). 
 
Session Times (approximate): 

 Session 1 – 10:00am – 10:40am 
 Session 2 – 10:50am – 11:30am 
 Session 3 – 11:40am – 12:20pm 
 Session 4 – 12:30pm – 1:10pm 

 
Room Assignment Schedule 
1 – Auditorium – Connie Rasberry, Multi-P. Rm - Gaye Hansen, W115 – Zofia 
Schmidt, & W116 – Liz-Ann Payant 
2 – Auditorium – Gaye Hansen , Multi-P. Rm - Connie Rasberry, W115 – Liz-Ann 
Payant, & W116 - Zofia Schmidt 
3 – Auditorium – Liz-Ann Payant, Multi-P. Rm - Zofia Schmidt , W115 – Gaye 
Hansen, & W116 - Connie Rasberry 
4 – Auditorium - Zofia Schmidt, Multi-P. Rm – Liz-Ann Payant, W115 - Connie 
Rasberry, & W116 – Gaye Hansen 









































































































































































Memphis in May

INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE
congratulates

Name

School

for earning FOUR (4) hours of Professional Development at the

2016 International Teachers’ Conference
“Bringing International Culture to Every Classroom”

Honoring Canada, on this February 27, 2016 at the Teaching and Learning Academy.
A part of Memphis in May’s Education Program and 2016 salute to the honored country of Canada

James L. Holt
Memphis in May President and CEO



Free Field Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who: Traces Performed by Les 7 doights de la main 

What: Traces takes place in a make-shift shelter, an unknown catastrophe waiting outside the                                   

doors of tarp and gaffer tape. In the face of an impending disaster they have determined that 

creation is the only antidote to destruction. Poetic and explosive, humorous and thoughtful. 

Combining traditional acrobatic forms with street elements such as skateboarding and 

basketball, mixed in with some theatre and contemporary dance, it surprises, awes and delights 

at every turn.                                                                                                                                                       

Why: The performances are an excellent complement to any of the Memphis in May 

classroom programs or competitions and are offered FREE of charge to schools.                                  

This year YOUR students can experience the sights and sounds of Canada! 

When & Where:  Orpheum Theatre- 203 S. Main St, Memphis, TN 38103 

                                        Thursday, May 5 at 11:30 AM 

*Performances will last approximately 65 minutes. There is no cost for students or chaperones 
to attend. Schools should provide transportation to and from the show. 

Limited seating, first come – first served basis.   

Reservation forms available online until April 15, 2016 at 

memphisinmay.org/schoolperformances 
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Media Inquiries: Penelope Huston / Memphis in May 

(901) 525-4611 phuston@memphisinmay.org 

 

 

Memphis in May International Festival Announces  

Ça Claque! as 2016 In-School Performance Troupe 
 
As part of the 2016 Memphis in May International Salute to Canada, and with support from Wells Fargo, 

French-Canadian and Métis folklore group Ça Claque! will be performing in eight area schools. 

Composed of Manitoban artists, Ça Claque! features exciting and diverse entertainment that will keep 

audiences captivated from the first note of the fiddle to the last step of gigue.  

 

Since its inception in 2009, Ça Claque!  has recorded a 4 track demo CD and a 12 track full-length CD, 

the latter was nominated for a 2013 Western Canada Music Award in the Francophone Recording of the 

Year Category. The group has represented Canada internationally in Costa Rica, Peru and Chile and has 

participated in countless local, national and international festivals.  

 

The group is a member of Folklorama Teachings, 

which is dedicated to bringing the excitement of 

Folklorama to classrooms and school assemblies 

year-round. Through workshops and performances, 

the ethno-cultural entertainers take students on a 

cultural adventure they’ll never forget. The 

Teachings program is designed to help students 

appreciate and respect cultural differences and 

motivate students to take pride in their own cultural 

heritage.  

 

Ça Claque! is a traditional troupe with a modern 

twist. “Students and teachers can expect a high-

energy show with amazing dancers and musicians, deeply rooted in the tradition of continuing to 

promote and evolve their culture,” says Jacqueline Jubinville, Ça Claque! member/dancer. “Audience 

participation is encouraged, it creates a spirit of excitement and happiness. We can’t wait to bring this 

infectious energy to Memphis”  

 

“Wells Fargo is proud to support Memphis in May and the In-School Ca Claque! performances. Programs 

that provide increased cultural awareness and enrichment through the arts only broaden the 

experience and love of learning for students in our local schools. Wells Fargo is committed to helping 

alleviate the achievement gap for public education.” added Stephen Norris, Area President for 

Tennessee and North Alabama. 

 

The free in-school performances at area schools will take place Monday, May 9 through Thursday, May 

12, 2016. 

 

2016 Memphis in May International Festival Dates 

Beale Street Music Festival: April 29 – May 1, 2016 

International Week:  May 2–8, 2016 

mailto:phuston@memphisinmay.org
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World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest: May 12–14, 2016 

Great American River Run: May 28, 2016 

901Fest: May 28, 2016 

About Memphis in May  

Memphis in May International Festival is a not for profit, community-based organization, whose programs 

contribute more than $70 million annually in economic impact to the community, foster civic pride, 

promote awareness of Memphis heritage, and build international relationships and understanding 

through education.  

  

Memphis in May International is the official Festival of the City of Memphis, and the recipient of 184 

prestigious Pinnacle Awards from the International Festival and Events Association. Memphis in May 

International Festival was recently named the Top Festival in the Southern United States in a nationwide 

readers’ poll by USA Today 10 Best.  

 

For additional information about the Memphis in May International Festival, please visit the official 

Memphis in May web site at www.memphisinmay.org.  
 

http://www.memphisinmay.org/


Free In-School 

Performances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who:  Composed of Manitoban artists, Ça Claque! features exciting and diverse entertainment   

  that will keep you captivated from the first note of the fiddle to the last step of gigue. 

This troupe of experienced artists is committed to promoting their art, to creating vibrant and energetic 

performances for engaged crowds and ultimately to assuring the survival and the evolution of French-

Canadian/Métis cultures within their community and abroad. 

What: Get ready to clap your hands and tap your feet to the high-energy performances of Ça Claque!. 

   Feel the rhythm, experience ‘la joie de vivre’, and discover French Canadian and Métis folklore 

– traditional as well as contemporary – through music and dance. 

When & Where: The performances will be during regular school hours in conjunction with the 

              schools’ schedules on Monday - Thursday, May 9 - 12. 

 

 



 

 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

HONORING CANADA 
 

VALERO INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION 
Grades K – 6 

 

RULES AND INFORMATION 
This competition promotes the creative artistry of students in grades K – 6.  Patterned after Memphis in May’s Fine 

Art Poster Program, the student’s work must depict some aspect of the honored country through the medium of 

drawing and coloring. One student will become the Grand Prize winner, and his/her work will then be printed and 

sold by Memphis in May as the 2016 International Children’s Poster.  The Grand Prize winner will sign and number 

100 of the prints.  Since there will be a limited number of signed and numbered prints, this lucky young artist’s 

poster has the potential of becoming a unique collector’s item. 

1. Artwork must be accompanied by a Memphis in May entry form with information typed or printed.  The 

form should be securely attached to the back of the artwork.  Incomplete information will disqualify the 

entry. 

2. Artist must be a student in grades K through 6.  Artwork will be grouped in K-2, 3-4, and 5-6 grades, and 

judges will select winners from each.  In addition to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in each age category, 

one overall Grand Prize winner will be selected. 

3. Artwork must be representative of the honored country of Canada. 

4. Size of the work must be 12” x 16” and may be drawn vertically or horizontally.  Artwork must be submitted 

on a flat-matte finish white paper.  The paper must be heavier quality than bond paper.  White construction 

paper or drawing paper is acceptable, but no entry can be accepted on ditto, mimeo or bonded paper.  There 

are no color restrictions except the background paper must be white.  Any medium may be used that is 

representative of the child’s age. 

5. Artwork must not be matted, and must not include any captions or writings (the name of the honored 

country is NOT allowed on the artwork).  Matting, markings, or any writing will automatically disqualify 

the student’s work. 

6. Previous Grand Prize winners of this contest are not eligible to compete in the current poster contest. 

7. Artwork must be original and must be the work of the student only. 

8. Original artwork of the Grand Prize winner becomes the property of Memphis in May and cannot be 

returned. 

9. Deadline to submit an entry is 5:00pm on Friday, March 25, 2016.  Entries should be submitted to 

Memphis in May International Festival, 56 S. Front Street, Memphis, TN 38103. 
 

CRITERIA 
Each poster will be judged for its artistic value, theme reflecting the honored country of the Canada, artistic skill, 

creativity, imagination, design (parts relating to the whole artwork), dynamics and originality. The competition is 

open to any public, private, or home school elementary student attending school within the Memphis and Shelby 

County area.  All entries not complying with one of more of the rules or criteria will be automatically disqualified 

and will not be judged. 

 

Sponsored by: 

                                                                                

 

 

 

 



 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

HONORING CANADA 
 

VALERO INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION 
Grades K – 6 
 

 

AWARDS 
 

Awards to be presented to winners are as follows: 

 

 GRAND PRIZE WINNER  $500 Cash Prize award 

 1st place winner  – grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6  $200 Cash Prize award each 

 2nd place winner – grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6  $150 Cash Prize award each 

 3rd place winner  – grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6  $100 Cash Prize award each 

 

For questions or additional information, contact Carley Kirby, Memphis in May International Festival at 

(901) 525-4611, ext. 108, or via e-mail at CKirby@memphisinmay.org. 

 
ALL AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED AT A SPECIAL AWARDS RECEPTION ON APRIL 13, 2016 

in the Auditorium at the Shelby County Schools, Teaching and Learning Academy.  

 

It is important that all winners be present at the awards ceremony to receive their prizes. 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

 

 

 

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All entries and all posters become the property of Memphis in May International 
Festival and will not be returned. Please initial here that you understand and accept 

the poster submitted will not be returned.                                                                  
 __________ (initial here) yes, I understand the poster will not be returned. 

 

 



2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

HONORING CANADA 
 

VALERO INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION 
Grades K – 6 

ENTRY FORM 
Fill out entry form and attach it securely to the back of the artwork.  Entries and completed entry form must be submitted no later 

than 5:00pm on Friday, March 25, 2016. 
 

Disclaimer: All artwork becomes the property of Memphis in May International Festival, Inc.  The winning poster will be reproduced and sold as the 

2016 Memphis in May International Children’s Poster. While all necessary precautions will be taken in protecting the artwork, Memphis in May will 

not be responsible for damage to or loss of entries.  Entries may be displayed throughout the month of May. All entries and all posters become the 

property of Memphis in May International Festival and will not be returned. Please initial here that you understand and accept the poster submitted 

will not be returned.  __________ (initial here) yes, I understand the poster will not be returned. 

 
 

Artist’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: ________________ Grade: _________________     Phone #: _______________________________ 

Artist’s Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ____________  

Parent / Guardian Name: _________________________________________ Daytime Phone #: ______________________ 

Parent Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Sponsoring Teacher: ______________________________________ Evening Phone #: _____________________ 

Teacher’s E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

School: _____________________________________________________ School Phone #: _________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ City: ________________ State: ______ Zip: ______________ 

Title of Piece: _________________________________________ Art Medium: ___________________________________  

Description of Artwork and Its Components: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For questions or additional information, please contact Carley Kirby, Memphis in May International Festival, (901) 525-4611, ext. 108 or via e-mail 

at CKirby@memphisinmay.org.  

 

           Sponsored by: 

Entries must be received by 5:00pm on Friday, March 25, 2016.  Submit entries and entry forms to: 

 Valero International Children’s Poster Competition 

 Memphis in May International Festival 

  56 S. Front Street 

 Memphis, TN 38103 



 
 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
                                               HONORING CANADA 

 

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION 
 Grades 4 - 12 

 

RULES, INFORMATION & JUDGING CRITERIA 
 
The Creative Writing Competition promotes literary creativity and allows students to incorporate what they 
have learned about the honored country of Canada through the written word. The Creative Writing 
Competition entries can include any type of literary work, fictional or non-fictional, including but not 
limited to poems, essays, short stories, plays, narratives, scripts and biographies. First, second, and third 
place winners will be chosen in three grade categories (Upper Elementary - 4th & 5th grades; Junior - 6th- 8th 
grades; Senior - 9th - 12th grades).  The competition is open to students attending any public, private, or 
home school within the Memphis metro area. Each entry must be submitted with a completed Creative 
Writing Competition entry form (typed or printed only). Entries must be received by Memphis in May 
no later than 5:00pm on Friday, March 25, 2016.   
 

Judging Criteria 
1. Theme must pertain to the Canada. 
2. All entries must be typed. 
3. Length should be from one to five pages, typed, and double-spaced. 
4. All entries will be judged on format, organization/structure (flow), grammar, spelling, creative thought, 
vivid imagery, accuracy of details, and how well they engage the reader. 
 

Awards 
 

Senior Division 
1st place winner  - $200 Cash Prize 
2nd place winner - $100 Cash Prize 
3rd place winner  -   $50 Cash Prize 

 

Junior Division 
1st place winner   - $200 Cash Prize 
2nd place winner  - $100 Cash Prize 
3rd place winner   -  $50 Cash Prize 

Upper Elementary Division 
1st place winner   - $200 Cash Prize 
2nd place winner  - $100 Cash Prize 
3rd place winner   -  $50 Cash Prize 

 
A school may submit more than one entry in each grade category, but only one entry per student. If 
additional entry forms are needed, please make copies, contact the Memphis in May office, or download a 
form at www.memphisinmay.org.  
 
For questions or additional information, please contact Carley Kirby, Memphis in May International 
Festival, (901) 525-4611, ext. 108 or via e-mail at CKirby@memphisinmay.org. 
 
                                                                   Sponsored by:  
                                                               
         



 
 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL  
                                                  HONORING CANADA 

 

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION 
 Grades 4 - 12 

ENTRY FORM 
 

Fill out entry form, staple to front of Creative Writing entry, and send/bring to Memphis in May office. The Competition is 
open to students in grades 4 - 12. All work must be original. The Creative Writing entry and completed entry form 
must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on Friday, March 25, 2016. 
 

Name of Student: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age: _________ Grade: __________ E-mail Address (if applicable): ___________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ____________ Phone #: ______________________ 
 
Parent / Guardian Name: _____________________________________________ Daytime Phone #: __________________ 
 
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School: ______________________________ Name of Sponsoring Teacher: _____________________________________ 
 
Evening Phone #: ________________________________E-mail Address: ______________________________________ 
 
School Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Literary Piece: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check One:  Poem   Essay   Script/Play   Short Story   Other: ________________________________________ 

 

For questions or additional information, please contact Carley Kirby, Memphis in May International Festival, (901) 525-
4611, ext. 108 or via e-mail at CKirby@memphisinmay.org.  
 
A member of the Memphis in May staff will contact the parent or guardian to collect social security numbers from all winners which will 

be necessary to receive the Cash Prize. 
 

ALL AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED AT A SPECIAL AWARDS RECEPTION ON APRIL 13, 2016 
in the Auditorium at the Shelby County Schools, Teaching and Learning Academy. 

 
It is important that all winners be present at the awards ceremony to receive their prizes. 

 
                     Sponsored by: 

                                                                   

Entries must be received by 5:00 pm on Friday, March 25, 2016.  Staple each individual entry form to the front of 
each entry and place in a 9” x 12” envelope (Teachers, if you are bringing multiple entries to our offices, there is no 
need to place each entry in an individual envelope.) and mail or bring to: 
 Creative Writing Competition 
 Memphis in May International Festival 
  56 S. Front Street 
 Memphis, TN 38103 



 
2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL HONORING CANADA 

 

Sedgwick International Teachers Competition 

 

About the Competition 
Now teachers have the chance to win alongside their students! Whether you always celebrate the 
honored country with Memphis in May, or whether you are considering incorporating Memphis in May 
into your classroom for the first time, this competition is for you! Memphis in May will recognize the 
teachers with the most outstanding “global classrooms,” teachers who utilize international 
programming to supplement their curriculum and introduce a foreign culture to their students. 
 
Memphis in May offers programs and curricula to spice up classrooms at all grade levels.  From the 
International Teachers’ Conference, to the International Education Competitions, to the World Cargo 
Crate, there is something for everyone!  Participate in as many of the programs and events as 
possible to increase the international appeal of your classroom. 
 

Rules and Information 
Sign up for and participate in one or more of Memphis in May’s education programs and events. 

Teachers should submit a completed entry form along with a short essay describing their 
incorporation of the honored country into their curriculum. Teachers must also submit at least five 
additional items to supplement their application and help give the judges a better idea of their 
program.  These materials can be photographs, examples of student work, presentations, lesson 
plans, etc. 
  
Teachers must comply with all guidelines for each program in which they participate, and all 
corresponding deadlines must be met. Keep track of the number of entries and/or number of student 
participants in each program. Citing additional programs and/or events other than those sponsored by 
Memphis in May is acceptable as long as the programming focuses on the honored country. If you 
submit a non-Memphis in May program, additional background information – including pictures, 
examples, written description, etc. – about the programs should be submitted with the entry form. 

 
This competition is open to any public or private elementary, middle, or high school classroom 
teacher in Memphis and Shelby County. 

Criteria 
Memphis in May would like to recognize the hard work and dedication of teachers who surpass 
expectations and truly impact their students’ lives. In an increasingly globalized world, exposure to 
international culture is a valuable tool that provides students with knowledge and experience of 
diverse cultures, opening their minds to new people, places, and ideas. This competition seeks to find 
those teachers that have utilized these valuable tools to impact their students. Entries will not be 
judged solely on the quantity of Memphis in May activities, but rather the main criteria will be 
the educational impact, creative use of curriculum, and quality of the learning and educational 
activities in the classroom.  Last year’s Grand Prize Winner not eligible for this year’s 
competition.                                                        

Awards 
 “International Teacher” Grand prize: One teacher will receive $1,000 cash prize. 

                             Runner Up: One runner-up will receive $500 



2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
HONORING CANADA 

 

 
Sedgwick International Teacher Competition 

 
Entry Form 

Name: ___________________________________________Title/Subject Taught________________________ 

School: ______________________________________________ School Phone: ________________________ 

School Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: ____________________ 

Evening Phone: ___________________________ E-mail:___________________________________________ 

Teacher’s Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: ____________________ 

Please mark each program and event in which you and/or your students participated this year, completing the 
required information for each. Additionally, teachers must submit five additional supporting materials; these 
can be photographs, examples of student work, presentations, lesson plans, etc.  Finally, describe in the 
required essay you and your students’ experience this year with your international programming.  

 
International Programs 

 World Cargo Crate 
 Number of your students that saw the crate ____ 

 International Teachers’ Conference, Honoring 
Canada 

 Student Exchange to Canada 
Number of your students that submitted 
application: ________ 

  Teacher submitted chaperone application 

 

International Events and Exhibits 
  Canadian performance at the GPAC  
 Number of students in attendance: ___________ 

 Hosted In-School Canadian performers  
 Number of students in attendance: ___________ 

 Visited Memphis in May Canada exhibit in local 
gallery or museum 

  Number of students in attendance: ___________ 

 Name of exhibit or location: ________________ 

 
 
 
 

 International Education Competitions 

 Valero International Children’s Poster 
Competition  

 Number of Entries: _________ 

 CN Creative Writing Competition 
 Number of Entries: _________ 

 PowerPoint Competition 
 Number of Entries: _________ 

 BCBS World Cargo Crate Photo Contest 

 Best Canadian Classroom Competition
For Education Competition entry forms, please see 

the Memphis in May website at 
www.memphisinmay.org/competitions 

 

Additional Programming 
 Non-Memphis in May program honoring Canada 

Please submit additional background information 
for this program with 
your application. 

 
 

  

  



 
2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

HONORING CANADA 
 

Sedgwick International Teachers Competition 
 

Program Description 
 
Please attach a short essay (around 500 words) describing your incorporation of the honored country into 
your classroom this school year.  Topics covered should include: 

 What teaching goals did the programs accomplish? 

 How did you incorporate students into the projects? 

 How were your students impacted; what did they learn? 

 How has Memphis in May’s Education Program positively impacted your students and classroom? 
Essay should be submitted to Memphis in May offices along with entry form. 

 

Application Checklist 
 Submit the Entry Form completed in its entirety.  Make sure to check each program in which you 

participated and complete the necessary information for each. 
 Essay describing you and your students’ participation in Memphis in May’s programs incorporating 

Poland into your curriculum. 
 At least five additional supporting materials to supplement your application.  Materials can include 

photographs, examples of student work, presentations, lesson plans, etc. 
Incomplete entries will be automatically disqualified and will not be judged. 
 
Please submit your completed entry form and required additional materials to Memphis in May, 56 S. Front 
Street, Memphis, TN 38103.  Entries and support material must be physically submitted to the given location; 
email submissions of any portion of the application or supplemental materials are not accepted.  Entries 
become the property of Memphis in May and will not be returned. Entry deadline is 5:00pm on Friday, May 
6, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For questions or additional information, contact Carley Kirby, Memphis in May International Festival at 
(901) 525-4611, ext. 108, or via e-mail at CKirby@memphisinmay.org. 

 
 

Entry form and all additional materials must be received by 5:00pm on Friday, May 6, 2016 for contest 
eligibility.  All competition entries must have been received by their respective deadlines.  Please make a copy of 
all materials for yourself as Memphis in May cannot ensure they will be returned. Please mail/bring all required 
components to:                                     Sedgwick International Teacher Competition 

Memphis in May International Festival 
56 S. Front Street 

Memphis, TN 38103



 
 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
                                                   HONORING CANADA 

 

PowerPoint COMPETITION 
Grades 6 - 12 
 

RULES, INFORMATION, & JUDGING CRITERIA 
 
The PowerPoint Presentation Competition promotes design creativity and allows students to incorporate what 
they have learned about the honored country of Canada through the overall presentation, graphic design, and 
written word. This competition is a wonderful tool to acquaint students with PowerPoint, an increasingly 
valuable program in the business world, all while exposing them to international culture.  First, second, and third 
place winners will be chosen in each age bracket.  The competition is open to 6-12 grade students attending any 
public, private or home school within Shelby County.  Each entry must be submitted on a PC-readable CD, 
along with a printed version of the PowerPoint presentation and a completed PowerPoint Presentation 
Competition entry form.  Entries must be received by Memphis in May no later than 5:00pm on Friday, 
March 25, 2016.  
 

Judging Criteria 
1. The theme must focus on the culture of Canada.  The PowerPoint presentation should include slides on the 
following: History, Geography, Language, Food, Music/Dance, and Religious Beliefs. 
2. Along with the theme, students must create a consistent design to appear on each slide.  This could be a 
graphic, logo, or slogan. 
3. The PowerPoint presentation must be between 10-15 slides for high school, and between 8-10 slides for 
middle school. 
4. High school entries: The PowerPoint presentation must be an original design of the student.  Students may not 
use any of the templates that come with the PowerPoint software. 
Middle school entries: Students may use pre-made templates. 
5. High school entries: Students must include the use of additional components on their presentation, such as 
web links, pictures, music, games, videos, etc. 
Middle school entries: Students must include the use of components such as pictures and web links in their 
presentation. 
6. A source slide must be included on the last PowerPoint slide for the use of all those listed under number 5. 
7. All entries will be judged on design, format, creative thought, accuracy of details, factual information, 
inclusion of required slides and information, and how well the presentation engages and informs the audience.  
8. Entries will also be judged on grammar and spelling. 
 

Awards 
Senior Division: Grades 9-12 

1st place winner  - $200 Cash Prize 
2nd place winner - $100 Cash Prize 
3rd place winner  -   $50 Cash Prize 

Junior Division: Grades 6-8 
1st place winner   - $200 Cash Prize 
2nd place winner  - $100 Cash Prize 
3rd place winner   -   $50 Cash Prize 

 

ALL AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED AT A SPECIAL AWARDS RECEPTION ON APRIL 13, 2016 
in the Auditorium at the Shelby County Schools, Teaching and Learning Academy. 

 
It is important that all winners be present at the awards ceremony to receive their prizes. 

 

A member of the Memphis in May staff will contact the parent or guardian to collect social security numbers from all 
winners which will be necessary to receive the Cash Prize. 

 



 
 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
                                                   HONORING CANADA 

 

PowerPoint COMPETITION 
Grades 6 - 12 
 
 

ENTRY FORM 
 

Complete entry the form and submit with the PowerPoint presentation entry to the Memphis in May office.  The 
Competition is open to students in grades 6 - 12.  All work must be original. The PowerPoint Presentation 
entry and completed entry form must be received by Memphis in May no later than 5:00pm on Friday, 
March 25, 2016. 
 
Only one entry per student.  If additional entry forms are needed, please make copies, contact the Memphis in 
May office, or download a form at www.memphisinmay.org.  Entries will not be returned to the student. 
 
Name of Student: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age: ______ Grade: _______ E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________ State: _______ Zip: _________ Phone #: ______________________ 
 
Parent / Guardian Name: ________________________________ Daytime Phone #: _____________________ 
 
Parent E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
School: _________________________ Name of Sponsoring Teacher: ________________________________ 
 
Evening Phone #: ______________________E-mail Address: ______________________________________ 
 
School Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
For questions or additional information, please contact Carley Kirby, Memphis in May International Festival, 
(901) 525-4611, ext. 108 or via e-mail at CKirby@memphisinmay.org.  
 

Sponsored by: 

Entries must be received by 5:00pm on Friday, March 25, 2016. Each entry must be submitted on a PC-
readable CD, along with a printed version (either black and white or color is acceptable) of the PowerPoint 
presentation and entry form to: 
 PowerPoint Competition  
 Memphis in May International Festival 
  56 S. Front Street 
 Memphis, TN 38103 



 

2016 MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

HONORING CANADA 

BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD OF 

TENNESSEE WORLD CARGO CRATE PHOTO CONTEST 
Grades K – 12 
 

 

Entry deadline is 5:00pm on Friday, May 20, 2016. 
 

In 2009, Memphis in May added a new school competition – the World Cargo Crate Photo Contest.  This 

competition encourages teachers to use their camera to capture very special moments in their classrooms.  

The photographic entries portray special “learning moments” between the students, their teachers, and the 

unique items from the honored country.  As most of these items are foreign to the students, their reactions 

of interest, surprise, and curiosity are clearly visible in the photos.  The winning teacher receives the 

privilege of being the first to reserve the World Cargo Crate for the upcoming school year, along 

with a Memphis in May prize package.  The winning teachers and students also get to see their pictures 

displayed on the Memphis in May website as “the face” of the World Cargo Crate for the next year. 

To Enter the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Tennessee World Cargo Crate Photo Contest 

Each classroom may enter up to five photos of their students with the World Cargo Crate items. Each 

entry must also provide the following information: teacher’s name and title, school name, school phone 

number, school address, teacher’s evening phone number and email address. (Teachers have the option of 

also submitting a title for each photo.) The contest is open to any public or private elementary, middle, or 

high school within Shelby County. All photos and accompanying information must be digital and either 

emailed to  CKirby@memphisinmay.org or mailed/brought on a CD to: 

BCBS World Cargo Crate Photo Contest 

56 S Front St. 

Memphis, TN 38103 

 

One entry of a maximum five photos allowed per teacher/classroom. 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

  

mailto:CKirby@memphisinmay.org




AGENDA 
2016 MIM EDUCATION AWARDS CEREMONY 

Wednesday – April 13, 2016 
Teaching and Learning Academy Auditorium 

5:30-6:30PM 
 
5:00PM  Attendees begin arriving; staff greets guests, background music playing. 
 
5:30PM  Susan Elliott, Director of Programming. Welcomes guests, starts program.  

Thanks sponsors, judges, teachers, students, parents, and volunteers.  
 
5:35PM Welcome Shana Woods with TVA 
 
5:40 PM           “Now begins the awards.”  
 
5:45 PM ELLIOTT introduces VIOLA COLE to present the Ken Cole Award.  After the 

Ken Cole award is presented ELLIOTT announces other competition winners.   
 
 
5:55 PM          Now begins the presentation of the winners for the 2016 Memphis in May 

Education Competitions…Volunteers to assist with presenting the Competition 
winners: 

 
a) PowerPoint Presentation Competition Winners – 
b) Creative Writing Competition Winners – Grades 4-5 
c) Creative Writing Competition Winners – Grades 6-8 
d) Creative Writing Competition Winners – Grades 9-12 
e) International Children’s Poster Competition Winners  - Grades K-2 
f) International Children’s Poster Competition Winners  - Grades 3-4 
g) International Children’s Poster Competition Winners  - Grades 5-6 
h) International Children’s Poster Competition – Grand Prize Winner 
 
Grand Prize Winner unveils poster. 

 
6:20 PM Program end 
 
6:40 PM Clean up 

 
 
 
 

KEN COLE AWARD WINNER 
 

Cassidy Pham 
White Station High School 

 
 

2016 PowerPoint Competition Winners 
 

Following are the winners in the PowerPoint Competition:  Presentation begins 

SLIDES: 



   

 

Memphis in May  

International Festival 
 

congratulates 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3rd Place in the 4-5 Grade Winners 
 

Creative Writing Competition 
 
 

On this Wednesday, April 13, 2016 at the Teaching and Learning Academy Auditorium 
A part of Memphis in May’s Education Program and 2016 salute to the honored country of Canada. 

 
 

Presented by 

 

_____________________________________________ 

            James L. Holt, Memphis in May President and CEO 

 

Annallise Williams 

Macon Hall Elementary School 
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Media Inquiries: Penelope Huston / Memphis in May 

(901) 525-4611 phuston@memphisinmay.org 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT    

 

Memphis in May International Festival  

Sends 11 Students to Canada 
 

WHAT:  Memphis in May International Festival sends students on Cultural Exchange to Canada 

WHEN:  Friday, March 11, 2016 at 6:30 a.m. (Flight departing 8:20 a.m.) 

WHERE: Leaving from Memphis International Airport. Destination: Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

Host School: D'Arcy McGee High School, in Gatineau, Quebec 

CONTACT: Penelope Huston 

  phuston@memphisinmay.org 

  901-525-4611 

 

 

March 10, 2016. Memphis, TN. Memphis in May International Festival will send eleven area students to 

Canada as part of the cultural exchange for the festival’s 40th anniversary year. The eleven students 

come from 10 Mid-South high schools: Memphis Central, Raleigh Egypt, White Station, Houston, Briarcrest 

Christian, Germantown, Woodale, Craigmont, Arlington and Mitchell.  

 

The students were chosen from a pool of close to a hundred applicants and have a full itinerary, 

including many Canadian cultural activities during their exchange. 

 

If interested contacting any of the students or covering their departure, please call or email Penelope 

Huston at 901-525-4611, 901-485-6828 or phuston@memphisinmay.org 

2016 Memphis in May International Festival Dates 

Beale Street Music Festival: April 29 – May 1, 2016 

International Week:  May 2–8, 2016 

World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest: May 12–14, 2016 

Great American River Run: May 28, 2016 

901Fest: May 28, 201 

 

 

About Memphis in May  

Memphis in May International Festival is a not for profit, community-based organization, whose programs 

contribute more than $70 million annually in economic impact to the community, foster civic pride, 
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promote awareness of Memphis heritage, and build international relationships and understanding 

through education.  

  

Memphis in May International is the official Festival of the City of Memphis, and the recipient of 184 

prestigious Pinnacle Awards from the International Festival and Events Association. Memphis in May 

International Festival was recently named the Top Festival in the Southern United States in a nationwide 

readers’ poll by USA Today 10 Best.  

 

For additional information about the Memphis in May International Festival, please visit the official 

Memphis in May web site at www.memphisinmay.org.  

 

### 

http://www.memphisinmay.org/




 
 
 
 
 
January 19, 2016 
 
Angelica Martini 
2171 Wellons Ave 
Memphis, TN 38127 
 
Dear Angelica, 
 
Congratulations!  You have been selected to serve as a 2016 Memphis in May International 
Festival Exchange Student to Canada.  This year’s applications were extraordinary, so you 
should be very proud of yourself for “making the cut.”  Please contact me by email or phone 
immediately to let me know that you received this letter and will be accepting this invitation to 
serve as a member of the 2016 Student Exchange delegation to Canada. Failure to do so will 
forfeit your trip.  
 
The dates for your trip to Canada is planned for March of 2016.  Exact flight dates and times will 
be set soon.  
 

The first step you should take is to apply for a passport if you do not currently have one.  Please 
do this as soon as possible-and by this weekend.  Instructions for obtaining a passport are 
included in the following packet, and can be found at http://www.travel.state.gov/passport.  
WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO APPLY USING THE EXPEDITED SERVICE.  There 
is an extra charge for the expedited service, but it is the only way to increase the likelihood that 
you will have your passport in time for the trip.   
 
The second important step is to send us a short personal profile to introduce yourself to the host 
school in Canada.  I have enclosed a form that will help you create your profile.  Please 
complete and send to me as soon as possible, but no later than January 29, 2016. 
 
Should you or your parents have any immediate questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 
(901) 525-4611, ext. 108, or email me at ckirby@memphisinmay.org.  
 
Congratulations again on your accomplishment; I can assure you that you are embarking on an 
experience you will never forget!  I look forward to seeing you again soon. 
 
 
All the best, 
 
 
Carley Kirby 
Program Assistant 
Ph.: (901) 525-4611 ext. 108 
Email: ckirby@memphisinmay.org  
 
Cc: Randy Blevins, Vice President of Programming 
 
 
Enclosures 

mailto:ckirby@memphisinmay.org


    
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Eddena Ceruti 
Wooddale High 
School 
Age: 17 
Grade: 11 

Hello! My name is Eddena Ceruti, and I am so excited to visit 

such a beautiful country! I enjoy multiple sports, video games, 

music, and art such as drawing and photography. I love being 

part of my school’s Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp and 

leading my peers to be better citizens. The prospect of learning 

about a new culture is very thrilling, and I cannot wait to learn 

more about yours! 

 

 
 
 

Hello, bonjour! My name is Mariya Fedotova, and I am a 
senior at Arlington High School. It's a small town, but I 
somehow manage to do a lot. I'm on the bowling team; I'm 
very involved in our Spanish program; I take advanced 
classes (help); and I'm ranked as one of the top singers in 
the state. Also, I play lots of video games. By the way, I 
was actually born in Ukraine, and I speak Russian fluently. 
Therefore, I can be sarcastic in three languages (so far). I 
love finding out about new cultures and picking up on 
languages as I go. I'm looking forward to learning from you 
guys...and maybe you guys will learn something from me, 
too! 

 

Mariya Fedotova 
Arlington High School 
Age: 17 
Grade: 12 

 

 

 

Christian 
Hammond 
Briarcrest Christian 
High School 
Age: 16 
Grade: 11 

Hi! My name is Christian Hammond, and I'm a junior at 
Briarcrest Christian High School. I love to play soccer for 
both my school and my club, Memphis City FC. I also sing 
in my school's choirs and am active in theatre. I love 
traveling when I get the opportunity, and I'm so excited to 
be able to go to Canada! 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hi!  My name is Hannah Johns, and I am a junior at Houston High 
School. In school, I am involved in Project St. Jude, the Honors Academy 
Council, and Key Club; and my favorite subject is human geography.  
Outside of school, when I’m not cheering on the Memphis Grizzlies, I 
love baking, being outdoors, and working at the 901 original Pyro’s Fire 
Fresh Pizza.  My love for service and volunteering has led me to 
volunteer at the Memphis FoodBank and make handcrafted greeting 
cards to benefit Caritas Village.  I love to travel and learn about the 
people and places I visit.  I can’t wait to immerse myself in Canadian 
culture and lifestyle and to see you guys soon!  

 

 

Hannah Johns 
Houston High 
School 
Age: 16 
Grade: 11 

 

 

Angelica Martini 
Memphis Central 
High School 
Age: 16 
Grade: 11 

Salut! My name is Angelica Martini, and I am currently a junior at 
Central High School. My most treasured aspiration is to practice 
philanthropy as much as possible, so I keep myself busy interacting 
with different people throughout my community. For example, as the 
President of the National Spanish Honor Society I do my best at 
bringing students together to learn about the Spanish community 
through volunteer work with the Latino Memphis organization. I 
participate in my schools International Club in which I have the 
opportunity to learn more about the wide diversity within my school 
alone. Additionally, I am a proud member of other organizations such 
as Student Council and the Green Club for Environmental 
Conservation. In my free time I enjoy reading fashion blogs and 
recreating trends through recycled clothing I find at thrift stores. I am 
thrilled to have the opportunity to explore your beautiful country, taste 
your signature cuisine, and most importantly learn what it means to be 
a Canadian. See you soon!  

 
 

Hello! My name is Emily Murrah, and I am an eleventh 
grade International Baccalaureate student at Germantown 
High School. I participate in a number of extracurricular 
activities, including Model UN and a mentoring program I 
founded with several friends, called True Blue Memphis. I 
love writing and travel, I am 50% fluent in Spanish 
(according to an app on my phone), and I am always 
striving to create new experiences that I can look back on 
for the rest of my life. I am looking forward to coming to 
stay with you, and I cannot wait to visit Canada for my very 
first time!  
 

 

 

Emily Murrah 
Germantown High 
School 
Age: 17 
Grade: 11 

 

 

 
 

Taurus Patton 
Mitchell High School 
Age: 17 
Grade: 12 

Greetings! My name is Taurus Patton Jr., and I am a senior at Mitchell 
High School. I am very active around school from participating on the 
debate team to serving as president on student council. I am an usher at 
church, and I love meeting new people. I love reading about new events 
and playing electric and acoustic guitar. I serve in my community at our 
local police station and church to help promote a safe, clean environment. 
I am very fascinated by the culture of Canada as it is rich in culture, 
entertainment, and history. I also admire the fact that many Canadians 
often speak both English and French. I can't wait to experience life 
outside of the U.S. and share our cultural values with each other. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"Hello! My name is Cassidy Pham, and I am a junior at 
White Station High School. When I am not volunteering at 
Make-A-Wish Club events or spending time with hospice 
patients, I am most likely studying biology, singing, or 
exploring with my friends and family! I am beyond excited 
to meet new people and to immerse myself in a culture as 
unique as Canada’s. I look forward to seeing you all 
soon!" 
 

 

Cassidy Pham 
White Station High 
School 
Age: 16 
Grade: 11 

 

 

Timothy Richmond 
Jr. 
Craigmont High School 
Age: 18 
Grade: 12 

Hello, it's me Timothy Richmond Jr. I am a senior at the 
optional school for International Studies, Craigmont High 
School. I am the second oldest child and oldest boy of four 
boys and three girls. At my school I am a 4-year Urban 
debater, President of the National Honor Society, a cadet 
in Army JROTC, President of the Well-Read Chiefs' Book 
Club and Newsflash, Captain of two Knowledge Bowl 
teams, and an assistant debate coach. I love diversity and 
challenges, and I love to learn about other cultures. I am 
very social and love to listen about other cultures. I can't 
wait to learn more about your country!!!! 

 

 
Bonjour, je m'appelle Sri (pronounced: Shree) Velrajan! I am 
in my final year of high school and plan on attending 
university. As far as hobbies, I like to cook and eat new 
foods, watch Netflix (in moderation, of course...), and read 
classical literature. I also love gardening and being an 
advocate for important global issues such as hunger and 
poverty, healthcare policy, and sexual education throughout 
the Memphis community. I currently work for the largest 
urban park in the United States, Shelby Farms Park 
Conservancy. One day, I hope to become a doctor of some 
sort or get involved in biology research. I am grateful for this 
opportunity to experience Canada and its customs and am 
excited to hear the stories of its people! 
 
 
 

Srilakshmi Velrajan 
White Station High 
School 
Age: 18 
Grade: 12 

 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memphis in May International Festival 
56 S. Front Street 
Memphis, TN 38103 
901-525-4611 
www.memphisinmay.org  

 

 

Jada Watson 
Raleigh Egypt High 
School 
Age: 17 
Grade: 11 

Hello, my name is Jada Watson, and I am a junior at 
Raleigh Egypt High School. I play on my school's varsity 
volleyball and softball team. I am vice president of Future 
Business Leaders of America, FBLA, in my school. I am 
also the co-founder of my school's volunteer OutReach 
program. I plan on majoring in International Business with 
a minor in French. Canada will be the first place I will 
have traveled outside of my country. I am always eager 
to meet new people and learn about their cultural 
background. I am extremely excited to meet you and 
learn about your culture. I am sure this will be a lifelong 
experience. I cannot wait to embark on this journey with 
you.  
 

Hello, my name is Sheryl Lane.  I am the orchestra 
and class piano teacher at Kingsbury High School.  I 
also conduct the youngest string ensemble for the 
Germantown Youth Symphony, play the organ and 
direct the choirs at Collierville Christian Church, and 
teach private piano and violin lessons.  Just for fun, I 
recently started taking ballroom dancing lessons.  I 
love to travel and I have been to Canada a few 
times: once as a teen with the Texas Baptist All State 
Youth Choir, again on a trip to Alaska with my family, 
and of course, to see the Canadian side of Niagara 
Falls.  I have also traveled to Europe, Africa, the 
Middle East, and Mexico.  I look forward to 
representing Memphis in May, our country, and 
working to facilitate a great experience. 
 

 

Dr. Sheryl Lane 
Kingsbury High 
School 
 

 



MEMPHIS IN MAY 2016  
STUDENT EXCHANGE TO Aylmer, Quebec, Canada  

Final Itinerary: March11-20, 2016 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 11 

➢ 2:43 pm:  Memphis group arrives at Montreal Pierre Elliot Trudeau International Airport 

➢ Between 3:30 and 4:00 pm:  Memphis group boards Via Shuttle to Dorval Train Station 

➢ 4:45 pm:  Memphis group boards Train #37 (Car 4) – destination Ottawa 

➢ 5:27 pm:  Train departs for Ottawa 

➢ 6:57 pm:  Memphis students arrive at Ottawa Train Station (will be picked up by vans) 

➢ 7:45 pm:  Memphis students meet their D’Arcy twins; Pizza Dinner at D’Arcy McGee 
High School; icebreaker activities…(host family parents are invited) 

➢ 9:00 pm:  Twins depart with host families 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 12 
➢ 11:30 am: Meet at school; leave for Ottawa 
➢ 12:00 pm:  Lunch at the Shawarma King on Rideau Street 
➢ 1:00 pm: Leave for the NAC (National Arts Centre) 
➢ 2:00 pm: NAC production of Boom 
➢ Evening spent with host families.  

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 13 
➢ 10:00 am:  Meet at the school 
➢ 10:15 am:  Leave for L’Ange Gardien 
➢ 11:00 am:  Arrive at l’Ange Gardien 

○ traditional Quebec breakfast... 
○ visit the Sugar Bush... 
○ maple syrup pull… 
○ tubing/snowshoeing… 
○ sleigh ride 

➢ Return to school at 3:00 pm 
➢ Evening spent with host families 

 
MONDAY, MARCH 14 
➢ 7:45-8:15 am: Memphis students accompany D’Arcy students to school on school buses 
➢ 8:50 am - 2:10 pm:  Memphis students attend D’Arcy classes with their twins 
➢ 8:50 – 9:15:  Orientation with all participants and school administration 
➢ Noon:  Lunch (provided for exchange students from the cafeteria) at school with group 

of D’Arcy teachers 
➢ 3:15 pm: Leave for visit to the War Museum 
➢ 4:00 pm:  Guided Tour at the War Museum 
➢ 5:30:  Dinner at Dunn’s on the Byward Market 
➢ 6:45:  Skating on the rink of Dreams 
➢ 7:30:  Beavertails (at City Hall) 
➢ Evening spent with host families 

 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 15 
➢ 7:45-8:15 am: Memphis students accompany D’Arcy students to school on school buses 
➢ 8:50 am - 3:35 pm:  Memphis students attend D’Arcy classes with their twins 
➢ Lunch at school (host families are asked to provide a packed lunch for students) 
➢ 5:15 pm: group leaves school:  destination - Canadian Tire Centre 
➢ 7:00 pm:  Ottawa Senators vs Minnesota Wild NHL Hockey game (dinner at the game – 

students will be provided with $10 food concession vouchers) 



 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 
➢ 7:45-8:15 am: Memphis students accompany D’Arcy students to school on school buses 
➢ 9.00 – 12:30 pm:  Classes at D’Arcy 
➢ Lunch at D’Arcy (host families are asked to provide a packed lunch for students) 
➢ 1:15 pm:  leave school:  destination – Parliament Hill 
➢ 2:05 pm:  Guided Tour of the Parliament Buildings (tentative meeting scheduled with MP 

Will Amos, and MP Greg Fergus) 
➢ 4:00 pm:  Return to school 
➢ 5:00: Traditional Quebec meal at school:  Tourtiere and poutine 
➢ 6:30 pm: GeeGees Senior Boys Basketball Semi-Final vs de l’Ile (at home) 
➢ Evening spent with host families 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 17 
➢ 7:45-8:15 am: Memphis students accompany D’Arcy students to school on school buses 
➢ 9.00 – 2:10 pm:  Classes at D’Arcy (host families provide lunch for students) 
➢ 2:30 pm:  Leave school: destination - Museum of History 
➢ 5:00 pm:  IMax Theatre presentation: Mysteries of the Unseen World  
➢ 6:00 pm:  Dinner at la Petite Epicirie du Quartier… 
➢ Evening spent with host families 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 18 
➢ 7:45-8:15 am: Memphis students accompany D’Arcy students to school on school buses 
➢ 9.00 – 2:00 pm:  Classes at D’Arcy (host families provide lunch for students) 
➢ 2:15 pm:  Blanket Exercise (an interactive means of learning the relationship and history 

between the Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples of Canada). 
➢ 3:35 pm: students take school buses home 
➢ Free evening… 
➢ Evening spent with host families.  

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19 

➢ morning spent with host families 

➢ Optional:  2:00 pm:  Regional Basketball Championships (Sr. Girls and Sr. Boys)  

➢ 5:00 pm:  Pot luck dinner at the school... 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

 Students meet at school at 10:00 am 

 10:15 am: leave D’Arcy: destination – Ottawa Train Station 

 11:00 am: Board train # 634 (Car 3) – Destination:  Dorval Train Station 

 11:30 am:  Departure for Montreal (Dorval Station) 

 1:01 pm:  Arrival at Dorval Station 

 Between 1:30 and 2:00 pm:  Board shuttle to Montreal Pierre Elliot Trudeau International 
Airport  

 Flight to Memphis: 6:13 pm 
 
The program (time of activities, the order) might change due to the organisation of extra 
activities, weather conditions, and/or special requests. Students and the chaperone will 
be notified of all the changes in advance.  
 

























































 
 

  

Eddena Ceruti 

The Canadian Exchange 
OUR JOURNEY TO “THE GREAT WHITE NORTH” 
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                                                                                                  Day 1 

 

My first day in Canada! There is so much culture in every area that we’ve 

seen so far. The plane rides were very long but gave us all a chance to bond 

and once we arrived at the train station, Mr. Singfield took us on a short 

drive to show us the downtown area and give some information on the 

buildings. We got a bit of background on some of the places we would be 

visiting such as parliament hill and the War Museum. We also learned about 

a few of the other places such as The Art Museum that I would really love to 

visit! Once we made it to the school where we would meet our host families 

and twins, everyone was all nerves, and I’m pretty sure it was the same for 

our twins. Meeting our twins went really well however! Sophie’s (my twin) 

voice was going out when we first met but she was still a very amazing 

person and made me feel welcome throughout the entire night. We played 

an icebreaker that allowed everyone to meet all the other twins then we had 

pizza and headed home. My host family is even better than I could have 

imagined, they were all very nice and generous to make sure I felt at home, 

even their dog Jagger is happy to have me! When we got home, Sophie 

helped me unpack but halfway through we found uno cards and completely 

forgot packing. I taught her how to play and we played a few games before 

heading off to bed. I can’t wait to see where tomorrow takes us! 
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First group picture with host families!!! 
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Plane ride doodles and small journal entries. 
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                                           Day 2 

Today was a great day! I woke up to a beautiful view of the Ottawa River, and lots of 

snow! After a quick shower I went downstairs to meet my family downstairs for 

breakfast. At first I was a bit nervous about living on a vegetarian diet, but once I 

really adopted it, I began to really enjoy it! We also had a light breakfast that day 

because our first event was to go get schwarma’s (a Lebanese wrap made with 

vegetables and chicken, beef or falafel.)! While we sat and ate, I had a chance to 

meet some of the other twins such as Robin and Hannah, and Emily and Sri. They are 

all really great people, and we all got along very well over Schwarma’s and stories. 

After about an hour we headed to The Canadian Art Center where we viewed a 

production called boom! which dramatized the baby booming period through the 

stories of three different individuals lives. It was a great experience to see how 

Canadians went through the baby booming period (1949-1969) in relation to 

America. Afterwards we went for a classic Canadian dessert called beaver tails. 

Beaver tails are a deep fried pastry topped with various toppings (kind of like a 

funnel cake) They were amazing! Once the planned events were done for the day, 

some of us headed downtown to the mall while others headed home. I had the 

chance to go downtown and visit their mall which wasn’t quite different from ours. 

Once the mall began to close we took the public bus back to the neighborhood along 

with Nico and Christian. It was cool to see how different they view public 

transportation versus how we view it. In Canada, it isn’t irregular to see people from 

all different classes riding the bus, even those with cars! It sure teaches you to 

appreciate things a bit more. We made it home in time to have dinner with the 
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family. We had pasta and a kale salad which was very delicious without meat! For 

dessert we had banana toffee cake which is soooooooo good. Tomorrow is the trip to 

The Sugar Bush and I am definitely ready to go tubing!  

SN: It’s daylight savings time! 
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A packed day of amazing events!! 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                        Day 3 

Today was yet another amazing day! We visited the Sugarbush which reminded me a 

lot of the Candian version of Cracker Barrell. While we were there we had a 

traditional Quebec breakfast that consisted of pea soup, pancaked, backwood ham, 

sausage, and potato wedges and sugar pie. I sat next to Christian, Brook, and Sophie 

and had the chance to trade a few life stories with each other. After breakfast the live 

muisician gave the Memphians a shout out and even played a song by Elvis! We all 

got up and danced to a couple of songs before getting our tickets for the sleigh ride, 
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it turned out to be too slushy to go tubing and snowboarding. While we waited for 

our turn on the sliegh ride, we had a couple of snowball fights and a game of red 

rover. We all packed onto the sleigh ride and while the horses pulled us away we 

taught each other the American national anthem and the Canadian national anthem 

while enjoying the vista, and also got to try maple syrup on a stick! Once we headed 

back home we broke off for a few hours before going bowling with everyone. Me and 

Sophie met up with Sri and Emily, and Robin and Hannah to go see a movie. Once we 

made it we all decided to see Zootopia, a new disney movie. It was a very great 

movie to see! Afterwards we all headed to the bowling alley to play a few rounds. We 

broke off into three teams; Canadians, Americans, and a merge of both. I was on a 

team with Sri, Emily, Brook, and Natasha. At first we were all really into the game 

but eventually the game became more of a background to our conversations and 

story telling. Out of all of the twins I have bonded with Christian, Nico, Sri, and 

Emily the most. They really remind of the ideal friends that anyone would love to 

have. Since Sophie stayed right down the street we walked home and talked about 

the upcoming day of school, she definitely reassured me!  
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Great Friends, Great games, and Great food!

 
 

 

                   Day 4 

Today was the first day of school, and they don’t have to be at school until 8! It was 

a great experience to ride the school bus to school, and instead of two levels their 

school had three! Their middle school and high school are connected as well, and 

everyone eats on the same lunch. They only had four classes that lasted an hour 

each. Sophie’s classes really caught my attention, I had to chance to take physics and 

advanced math! Overall the school was great and it was really great to be able to be 

myself and still make a lot of friends at the school that weren’t part of the exchange 



PAGE 9 

program Like Taza and Jordan who plays for the basketball team, and Lisa and 

Gabby which were two of Sophie’s friends. During the lunch Natasha and Molly 

hunted down a sophomore that they swore looked exactly like me, and she actually 

did! Her name is Monessa and she was just like me in a lot of ways! After school we 

headed to the War museum, which I really loved! We learned a lot about Canada’s 

fight for independence and their contributions to certain battles such as World War 

II. Tomorrow is the hockey game, my first hockey game, I can’t wait for it! 

 
Very interesting lesson in ehthics class with Sri, Sophie,and emily.

 
 

                                     Day 5 

I can’t believe we’re already half way through the week! Today was intense in so 

many ways! After school we all met in one of the counseling rooms with a couple of 

local aboriginals and had a circle talk( a circle talk is meant to release bad energy 

and bring in good energy). It was a great experience to learn about the aboriginal 

culture, and a lesson I felt very connected to as we began to discuss loving everyone 
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and the Earth as well. Their land was stripped from them just as the American 

natives. After the circle talk we loaded onto a bus and headed for the hockey game. 

The entire way we bonded together and sang songs, it was surprising to see how 

many music choices we all had in common. Once we made it to the game we took 

our seats. I ended up sitting pretty far away from Sophie which at first made me 

nervous, but I ended up sitting next to Emily and Molly, which were two of the other 

hosts that I had began to know well. The game was very intense and very close as 

well! The Minnesota Wilds led the game until the seven seconds of the games where 

the Senators scored a point to the tie the game. The game was left with 45 seconds 

when the Senators got a surprise shot in and won the game! The ride back to the 

school was the same as the ride their. We sang songs until we were back at the 

school, I feel like today, we all really connected together as a group. Tomorrow we 

get to go to Parliament Hill and learn a little more about the Candaian government!  
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                                                      Day 6-9 

On Wednseday we visited Parliament hill and learned a lot about Candaian 

government history. The building was field with beautiful art on the ceilings and 

walls, and a beautiful view from the peace tower. Robin even showed me a cool 

thing about the building tops; since they were made of copper they would purposely 

let them turn green in the winter and then clean them for the summer to show the 

copper color. The outside of the building is beautiful as well. It was very interesting 

to see the difference between both Canada and the United States government. I’ve 

really enjoyed staying with my host family and also learned a lot about them such as 

how, Ms Van Remortel used to be a nurse, or how Mr Van Remortel plays the guitar, 

Sophie’s brother Taylor reminded me a lot of my own brother, especially in respect 

that theyre both learning asian languages (mandarin and japanese). Their entire 

family have been vegetarians for two years! They’re really all amazing people. 

On Thursday I had another great day at school before leaving for the history 

mueseum. We saw an IMAX presentation on D-Day and Canada’s contribution on 

battle in respect to others like the Africans and the Americans. One great thing that 

really attracts me to Canadian history is how they represent everyone as a united 

force instead of highlighting only what they have contributed. Friday was a free day 

where we all gathered at Sam’s house. We played a few card games, and shared 

funny stories with eachother. We all began to talk about how close we all felt to each 

other and how it didn’t seem like we were just meeting but how we were all just old 

friends. Me, Sophie,Sri, Robin, and Emily went to Tim Horton’s to try their coffee. 

They had always compared Tim Horton’s to dunkin donuts, which became very 

accurate once we actually tried it for ourselves. Saturday was a jam packed day for 

all of us. Sophie, Hannah, Robin, and I all went to the Art Mueseum. I was so excited! 

We had the chance to see the baby exhibit as well as some other exhibits that were 

really great. Afterwards we walked to the by-market where I had my second beaver 
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tail! It was really cool to see how the markets were set up. Once we left we gathered 

at the school where we had the potluck and talented show. After the talent show 

some headed off to see the playoff basketball game, and I had the chance to go 

thrifting with Sri and Emily. Once the games were over, weall gathere back at 

Emily’s house for a small gathering. We had music and snacks and played a few 

games, most of the time we danced and joked. It was a great way to spend our last 

official day together.  
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                                                 Day 10 

Today is our last day, and no one is ready to go at all! We have all became really 

great friends with one another. These are by far some of the most amazing people 

someone could ever meet, and I am glad I could be one of them. I hope the 

relationships we have built and all of the knowledge we have gained from the trip 

stays with us. Some of the Memphis group have planned to go back in the summer 

before we go off to college, and some of us have made plans to hang out over spring 

break. A few of us joined together for breakfast before departing to the train station. 

It was so hard to say goodbye, but we all reassured each other that we would see 

each other again when they came to Memphis. It has been a truly amazing 

experience that has left a lasting impression on me and the others. From the 

awkward hello’s, to the heartfelt goodbye’s, we can all say this has been the most 

amazing week of our lives. 
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2016 Exchange Students 
 
 

 
Mackenzie Jalbert-Johnston 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  16 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Mackenzie Jalbert-Johnston, and I’m in grade 11 at 
D’Arcy McGee High School. My interests include hanging out with 
my friends, listening to music, and exploring different cities.  I like 
all kinds of music and I’m always open to hearing new bands and 
genres, but I must say that my favorite types of music are country 
and pop. I have been to many different places in the past 
including Boston, Los Angeles, San Diego, Vancouver, Toronto, 
Quebec City, Key West, Fort Lauderdale and Miami. I hope to 
someday go explore Europe and see as many countries as 
possible while I am there. I have a lot of really great friends here, 
and I am sure that we will all have a really good time together 
when you come to visit! 
I look forward to having you here and showing you the national 
capital region of Canada. It is really beautiful and historical, but I 
must warn you that it is SUPER cold so make sure to bring some 
warm clothes! I’m really excited to come visit Memphis as I have 
never been to Tennessee before, but I’ve seen some pictures so I 
know how gorgeous it is there. I can’t wait to explore your city 
and learn more about your culture.  
 
Hosting Emily Murrah 
 

 

 

 
Robin Jefferies 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  16 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Robin Jefferies.  I am currently sixteen years old.  I am 
co-founder and co-editor of the D'Arcy McGee High School 
newspaper.  I am passionate about fashion, design, and feminism 
and hope to pursue these interests later in life.  I enjoy attending 
museums, galleries, and music festivals especially ones with 
alternative artists.  I am excited to go to Memphis because I love 
to travel and any experience in which I get to acquire knowledge, 
but also have fun is one I cannot pass up.  
 
Hosting Hannah Johns 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Natasha Curley 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  17 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Natasha Curley, and I have curly hair.  I'm in grade 11 
at D'Arcy McGee High School in Gatineau, Quebec.  I love softball, 
figure skating, hockey and volleyball.  I'm 17 years old. I've opened 
for Dallas Smith (a country singer) and love spending my time 
playing music and singing.  I live on a beef farm and have two 
brothers.  I laugh at my own jokes so you won't have to, and I'm 
pretty easy to get along with.  
Poutine (Poot-sin) is great.  So is pizza.  I speak French and English.   
In the summer I work at a vineyard, and am an assistant 
baker/cook.  I'm excited to meet you guys and learn about life in 
Memphis!!! 
 
Hosting Mariya Fedotova 
 

 

  
Elizabeth Williams 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  17 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Elizabeth Williams. My friends call me Liz. I go to Darcy 
McGee High School, and I am 17 years old.  I have four siblings, 
three brothers and one amazing sister.  I’m closest with my older 
sister, she’s about to give birth to her second baby this month.  I 
speak fluent English and French is my second language.  I would 
say I am a very adventurous person; I like to hike, go biking, skate, 
and snowboard.  I also really love animals, every one of them 
besides spiders. I have a few animals at home like my dog Sophie 
and cat Sylvester.  I have never traveled out of Canada, but it is 
something I want to experience throughout my life.  Now I have 
the chance to go to Memphis Tennessee and I couldn’t be happier. 
 
Hosting Cassidy Pham 
 

 

 

 
 
Sophie Van Remortel 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  16 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Sophie Van Remortel, and I am a student at D'Arcy 
McGee High school. I am involved in many organizations at my 
school including Student Council and Prom Committee. I really like 
to draw which I often do in my spare time. I'm also on a ski and 
track team.  A few more quick facts about me are that I have two 
brothers, I love to travel and I have been a vegetarian for two 
years.  I am very excited about going to Memphis and meeting 
new friends! 
 
Hosting Eddena Ceruti 

 

 

 



  
Samuel Michaud 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  17 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Samuel Michaud (MEE-show).  I am 17.  I am 
in grade 11 and attending D'Arcy McGee High School.  I 
enjoy playing basketball with the school. I am a member 
of Student Council, and I help to organize and run 
activities at lunch time and after school.  I am a lifeguard 
and a swim/lifesaving instructor.  I enjoy traveling and 
taking pictures.  I also like to meet new people and to go 
to new places. 
 
I can't wait to go and meet you guys! 
 
Hosting Taurus Patton 
 

 

  
Nico Arancibia Strachan 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  17 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Nico Arancibia Strachan, I am a student at 
D’Arcy McGee High School in Gatineau, Quebec.  Originating 
from Chile and Bolivia, I have a warm Latino heart hence I'm 
always open for new things and ecstatic to meet new people 
on a daily basis.  I am presently a member of the Burnt 
Toast Committee, the Prom Committee, Theater Guild and 
Boot Camp.  I love to play soccer, basketball, rugby and do 
lots of weight training.  My biggest passion is acting and 
music. I'm currently an actor in AMTI's agency where I took 
part in a television show, a Gillette commercial and other 
short films.  I'm in love with all genres of music, therefore I 
believe Memphis will be extremely exciting and I can't to 
meet everyone!! 
 
Hosting Christian Hammond 
 

 

 

 
Kevin Bathurst 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  17 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Kevin Bathurst.  I am a student at D'Arcy McGee 
High School. I am a member of our Student Council and 
boys’ basketball team that is, as of right now, undefeated (in 
regular season play).  During the first week of February I 
went to a national basketball tournament, and we came in 
second.  I consider myself tall.  I come from a family of 
photographers.  I love to golf, ski, and play basketball.  I used 
to play hockey like most Canadians, but I dropped it because 
my body type was more suited for basketball.  I'm a major 
cinephile.  I'm very excited to get to go to Memphis.  Hope 
to see you soon!  
 
Hosting Timothy Richmond Jr. 
 

 



 

 
Mollie Gilchrist 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  16 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Mollie Gilchrist. I’m 16 years old, and I’m in 
grade 11 at D’Arcy McGee High School.  I am very excited to 
go to Memphis because I enjoy traveling and learning about 
other cultures.   
I have been an athlete since I was really young.  I am a 
soccer and rugby player, and hope to continue with soccer 
at the college level.  Fitness is a very big part of my life.  I 
also really enjoy reading, watching movies, and going out 
with friends. I love animals, and I have a dog at home who I 
adore spending time with. 
 
Hosting Jada Watson 
 

 

  
Emily Ewanchuk 
 
D’Arcy McGee High 
School 
 
Age:  16 
 
Grade:  11 

 
My name is Emily Ewanchuk, and I go to D'Arcy McGee 
High School. I am a cofounder/writer for our school 
newspaper, and I work as a lifeguard.  Other than my 
love for reading and watching films, I am incredibly 
passionate about film and travelling.  I look forward to 
making new friends, and learning about Memphis!  
 
Hosting Srilakshmi Velrajan 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Brooklyn O’Reilly 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Age:  17 
 
Grade:  11 
 
 
 
 

 
My name is Brooklyn O’Reilly, but let’s stick with Brook!  I 
am 17 years old.  I live at home with my parents and older 
sister who is in university.  We are quite the animal lovers—
we have a fat cat named Bailey and a black lab named Cash.  
I have been a vegetarian for about a year now but am still 
very much a foodie.  You can easily win me over with some 
chocolate or a good old dish of pasta.  I love trying new 
things and for the most part don’t have any fears.  Most 
days it is my voice you will hear from across the halls, but I 
can only blame my loud Irish family for that.  I have a strong 
passion for cross-country and enjoy playing sports such as 
flag football.  But hey, if I were being honest here, I have 
absolutely no coordination so sometimes sports aren’t my 
best friend.  Anyways, overall I would consider myself an 
outgoing girl who loves having fun and meeting new people!  
And don’t worry if you laugh at my bad cheesy jokes, I’m 
sure we’ll get along fine! 
 
Hosting Angelica Martini 
 

 



 

 
Robin Ezekiel 
 
D’Arcy McGee High School 
 
Teacher / Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My name is Robin Ezekiel.  I am a grade 9 science teacher at 
D’Arcy McGee High School. I am one of the co-organizers of 
Me to We at our school, which is a youth volunteer group 
that focuses on empowering youth to help both their global 
and local communities.  It is the school affiliation of Free the 
Children.  I also have a second job in retail, because I like 
clothes that much!  I am one of the union delegates for our 
school and I sit on our governing board.  I love to travel, but I 
hate to fly, however I don’t let that stop me.  I’ve been to a 
few countries; in Europe: Belgium, Germany, Italy, etc., 
Australia, Iceland and Kenya and in a couple of weeks I’ll be 
leaving for Costa Rica on a volunteer trip with some of our 
students.  I haven’t explored much of the United States so 
I’m very excited to be given this great opportunity.  
 

 

 



 
STUDENT EXCHANGE HOST FAMILY  
APPLICATION FORM 
2016 Canada Students  
 

 

Parent/ Guardian #1 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: (     ) _________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone: (     ) __________________________ Cell Phone: (     ) _________________________ 

Job Title:_______________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Place of Employment: _______________________________________________________________ 

Days worked: ____________________________ Hours worked: _____________________________ 

 

 

Parent/ Guardian #2 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: (     ) _________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone: (     ) __________________________ Cell Phone: (     ) _________________________ 

Job Title:_______________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Place of Employment: _______________________________________________________________ 

Days worked: ____________________________ Hours worked: _____________________________ 

 

*If Parents/ Guardians live in separate houses please specify which parent will host the Exchange 

Student: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Household Information 

Please fill out the information for the children that will be living in the host house during the exchange 

student’s visit. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ School: _____________________________ Grade: __________ 

E-mail:_________________________________________ Cell phone number:__________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ School: _____________________________ Grade: __________ 

E-mail:_________________________________________ Cell phone number:__________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ School: _____________________________ Grade: __________ 

E-mail:_________________________________________ Cell phone number:__________________ 



 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ School: _____________________________ Grade: __________ 

E-mail:_________________________________________ Cell phone number:__________________ 

 

 
 
Please complete the following information for other people that will be living in the house during the 

exchange student’s visit. 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ Relationship: __________________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ Relationship: __________________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ Relationship: __________________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Age: _________ Sex: __________ Relationship: __________________________________________ 

 

 

General Information 

If both parents/ guardians work, what arrangements will be made for the exchange student during the 

time between school finishing and you returning home? ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Will you be able to provide transportation to and from school during the exchange student’s visit? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Will you be able to provide breakfast, lunch and dinner for your exchange student during their visit? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Has anyone in your family lived, traveled, or studied abroad? ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Has your family hosted a Memphis in May exchange student before? ___ If yes, what year? _______ 

 

Has your family hosted an exchange student before? _________________ If yes, when and for what 

program? _________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does anyone in your family speak a foreign language? _____________________________________ 

If yes, which ones? _________________________________________________________________ 

How fluent are they in these languages? ________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Do your children have a curfew? ______________________________________________________ 

 

Week Night Time: _______________________ Weekend Time: _____________________________ 

 

Do you allow your children to smoke? __________________________________________________ 

Are there any smokers in your household? ________________ How many? ____________________ 

Are you willing to host an exchange student who smokes? __________________________________ 

Do you allow your children to drink alcohol? ______________________________________________ 

Do you allow your children to drive? ____________________________________________________ 

Does your child have a driver’s license or permit? _________________________________________ 

Will your child and the exchange student drive alone at any time, and if yes, please explain the 

circumstances: ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any pets? ______________________________________________________________ 

If yes, how many and what type? ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Exchange Student Information 

Would you prefer a boy or a girl? Would you be able to host multiple students? __________________ 

Is there any other information that would be helpful in placing a visiting student or chaperone with your 

family? Family interests, hobbies, etc.? _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background check – Conducted by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) 

All Memphis in May host families are screened through a basic background check. If selected, do you 

give Memphis in May permission to screen the adult members of your household? _______________ 

FULL Name: ____________________________ Maiden/ Other name used: ____________________ 

Social Security Number: _______________ Race: _______ DOB: ____________ State of Birth: ____ 

Authorizing Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 

FULL Name: ____________________________ Maiden/ Other name used: ____________________ 

Social Security Number: _______________ Race: _______ DOB: ____________ State of Birth: ____ 

 

Authorizing Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Please add additional sheets if needed. 

 

References 

Please list three references (no relatives) that can be contacted: 

Reference #1 Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Job Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Employment: _______________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone: (     ) ______________________ Cell Phone: (     ) _____________________________ 

Days worked: ________________________________ Hours worked: _________________________ 

Reference #2 Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Job Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Employment: _______________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone: (     ) ______________________ Cell Phone: (     ) _____________________________ 

Days worked: ________________________________ Hours worked: _________________________ 

Reference #3 Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Job Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Employment: _______________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone: (     ) ______________________ Cell Phone: (     ) _____________________________ 

Days worked: ________________________________ Hours worked: _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you very much for taking the time to complete the Host Family Application. We will be in touch 

in the near future with further information.  

Signature: _________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Print Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please e-mail, fax or mail your completed application to: 

Carley Kirby, Program Assistant 

Memphis in May International Festival, Inc. 

56 South Front St.            

Memphis, TN 38103         

Phone (901) 525-4611, ext. 108 

Fax: (901) 525-4686 

E-mail: ckirby@memphisinmay.org                                                                   Sponsored by:  



    
                                                
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Everhart Family 
 

We are originally from central Pennsylvania, but have lived in the 
Memphis area for almost seven years now. Tracy (Mom) is trained as 
an advanced practice nurse and is now a stay-at-home mother and 
freelance writer. Walt (Dad) is a career law enforcement officer, 
currently working with the Memphis Police Department. Hannah 
(Daughter) is a junior at Germantown High School and active in choir, 
theater and several school honors clubs. She is the youngest of four 
children and the only one living at home. The other members of the 
household are Ginger, Molly, Tommy (dogs) and Sarah (cat). We 
have traveled extensively and are always excited about learning 
more related to our areas and cultures. 
  

 

 
 

We are the Hammond family: Alan, Kathy, William, John, and 
Christian.  Alan is a general surgeon in Memphis with 
Memphis Surgical Associates.  Kathy teaches math and 
English at Briarcrest Christian High School where Christian is 
a junior.  William lives in Dallas, Texas, where he attends 
Southern Methodist University.  He is a senior double 
majoring in biology and business administration.  He plans to 
attend medical school after graduation.  John is a freshman 
at the University of Alabama and is majoring in biology with 
plans to attend medical school after graduation.  

The 
Hammond 

Family 

 
 

 
 
 

The 
Geyer 
Family 
  

The Geyer family started when Doug and Cindy were high school 
sweethearts, and they have been married for over 30 years.  Our 
oldest children are married and live in the Memphis area.  Our 
youngest child, Meredith, is a junior at Germantown High School.  
Meredith is on a competitive swim team in Germantown. Meredith is 
a sweet child who gets along with everyone.  She is currently on the 
newspaper staff at school while taking a number of honors courses.  
We like to ride bikes for exercise and we attend church regularly. We 
hosted a Memphis In May student from Costa Rica a few years ago.  
We have one dog named Ollie. We are just a normal American family. 
 

2016 Host Families 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

The 
Herman Family 

 

Hello! We are the Herman Family.  Kevin and Lisa work for a small, 
but diverse and active, church in Memphis, Candice is in her second 
year at the University of Memphis, Trevor is in 11th grade at 
Germantown High School, and Charlotte is in the 5th grade. We are a 
busy family with a lot of activities like marching and pep band, 
football, swimming, triathlons and singing, but we hang out together 
as a family whenever we can. We have three beautiful and spoiled 
Great Danes who can't wait to meet new people. We love our 
adopted hometown of Memphis, and we can't wait for you to see 
our wonderful city and make it your home away from home! 
  

Hi, we are the Hughes: Robbie, Lorri, Chris, and Allie. Allie is a senior 
International Baccalaureate student at Germantown High School. 
Besides her heavy academic load with lots of homework, she fits in 
many school and church activities and is the state indoor and outdoor 
pole vaulting champion. Robbie is a software engineer. Lorri is a 
financial analyst at FedEx. Chris is known by "Gagee" by everyone and 
retired from the medical field. Not pictured are our 2 Austrian 
Shepherds, Emma and Pippin; our cat, Nash; and the 2 oldest Hughes 
kids, Austin (lives in Colorado) and Alex (away at college). We look 
forward to learning more about Canada, showing you around Memphis, 
and sharing our home with you.  
 

The 
Hughes Family 

 

 

 

The 
Mireles Family 

 

We are a very international family (Mom is French and Dad is 
American/Argentine) and we have enjoyed living in Memphis for 9 
years now. We speak English, French, and Spanish. We have 3 
daughters (18, 16 and 14 years old). Our oldest daughter just 
graduated last May from the IB program at Germantown High School 
and is now a freshman in college. Our second daughter is currently a 
Junior in the IB program at Germantown High School, and our 
youngest daughter is in 8th grade. We love travelling and discovering 
other cultures. We also love having guests at our home and sharing 
our way of life with them. We are family-oriented, enjoy dinner 
together and fun games or conversations. We also love the outdoors 
and often go hiking, bicycling, etc.  We are very happy and honored to 
host a Canadian student and to make her or her part of our family for 
a few days. We are also  proud to show them all what makes 
Memphis a great city and, of course, learn a lot about Canada! 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The Johns Family 
 

Welcome to Memphis!  
Memphis has been our home for the past 23 years. 
Food, community, and discovering new experiences keep us 
busy as a family. We are passionate about making the most of 
all Memphis has to offer. From the Levitt Shell outdoor concerts 
to the newly opened outlet mall just a drive away, to our latest 
favorite, the Safari park in Atoka, we love the outdoors as well 
as the more touristy attractions in and around Memphis. 
In case you are wondering who we are: Dad, Philji, is an 
electrical engineer with AT&T; Mom, Cameila, is a pathologist 
with a private practice; Georgina, a sophomore in CBU; and 
Hannah, a junior in Houston High School. And of course, there is 
Beau, our playful 5-year-old Maltese-Shih Tzu. We look forward 
to meeting everyone and making it a memorable stay for you in 
Memphis. 
 

The Murrah family is so excited to host you and show you all that 
Memphis has to offer!  Our family consists of Chris, Shannon, 
Emily, Luke, Will and Nana (our grandma).  We have a cat and a 
dog, Honey and Dr. Green (whose names we will explain later). 
 We hope you are looking forward to your visit; great fun awaits! 

  

The Murrah Family 
 

 

 
 

 

The Oberneder 
Family 

Our names are Mark and Mia Oberneder. Our daughter, Christiana 
Williams, is a senior at Germantown High. My husband and I both 
work full time. I'm a Financial Reporting Analyst at Ideal Chemical and 
he's a Manager at Technicolor. We love to travel and learning about 
other countries, which is why we decided to participate in this 
program. Christiana is an only child and is so excited to make, what 
she hopes is, a lifetime friend. My favorite movies are the Harry 
Potter series and Back to the Future. Mark loves to watch the food 
network and to then experiment in the kitchen; it usually turns out 
amazing so bring your appetite! Christiana is an art major. You will 
find her creating in her art room or surfing tumbler/pinterest looking 
for inspiration. She's been accepted to Webster University where she 
plans to major in Animation/Game Design.  

 



 
 

 
 

 
Memphis in May International Festival 
56 S. Front Street 
Memphis, TN 38103 
901-525-4611 
www.memphisinmay.org 

Hello!  We are family of four; we have two daughters, one in the 
12th grade and one in the 11th grade. While they are active 
outside the house, as a family, we love to cook together and 
watch movies. 
We are all music lovers. We have a small vegetable garden in our 
backyard, too. When the weather is good we go to Shelby farms 
park for cycling. We like to try different cuisines, so we go to 
different restaurant in and around Memphis to explore all of 
Memphis’ culinary treats! 
 
 
  

The Velrajan Family 
 

 

 

Ware 
Family 
 

We are a family of 6 who is very involved in our community, 
school, and church. We have so much to offer an exchange 
student because we are such a loving family and so very involved 
in every aspect of our children's lives. Three out of 4 of our 
children have been exchange students/ stayed with families in 
Europe. Our fourth child will be traveling to Germany this 
summer to study at the Goethe institute. We feel it is very 
important for our children and others to experience life outside 
of the country they grew up in. 

My name is Lee Anna Makhloufi.  I am the mother of a 9th grader, 

Alexander, and a senior, Lea, at Germantown High School. I also 

work in Application Development (IT) at the corporate 

headquarters of ServiceMaster, located in Memphis.  I have lived 

in Germantown, Tennessee over 18 years, and prior to that I lived 

8 years in Paris, France.  My husband is a French-Algerian 

(Berber), so we are an international family, speaking 3 languages.  

I am originally from small towns in Alabama and Mississippi, so I 

am a “native southerner”.  I even speak French with a southern 

accent!  I love being a tourist, even in my own city, so I am excited 

to be able to take some time to show off the sites to visitors! 

 

Chaperone- 
Lee Anna Makhloufi 
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NEWS
M E M P H I S  I N  M A Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F E S T I V A L

J A M E S  L .  H O L T  -  P R E S I D E N T  A N D  C E O  •  D O U G  B R O W N E  -  2 0 1 6  B O A R D  C H A I R M A N               

S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  B E T W E E N  M E M P H I S  A N D  C A N A D A !
Each year, Memphis in 
May selects students from 
Memphis and Shelby County 
schools to participate in a 
unique opportunity to visit 
the present year’s honored 
country.  The students live 
with host families, attend a 

local high school, and experience the sights, sounds, and culture of the 
honored country. The program is offered at no charge to the students and 
lasts for 10-12 days, enough time to give the students a true experience of 
the country without interfering with their school year.  

In the spring of 2016, a group of eleven high school juniors and seniors 
immersed themselves in Canadian culture. They were chosen for their 
stellar academic, volunteer, and extracurricular accomplishments. 
Accompanying the students as a chaperone was Dr. Sheryl Lane.

Teachers, parents, guidance counselors, and administrators are 
encouraged to recommend high school juniors and seniors to 
apply for the student exchange each fall.  The program is open to 
any junior or senior attending school within Shelby County during 
the school-year of the exchange. Applications are posted online at  
www.memphisinmay.org at the beginning of each school year.

EDUCATION AWARDS 
CEREMONY

Each year, Memphis in May has an Education 
Awards Ceremony to commemorate students’ 
dedication to excellent work and creativity. 
The occasion offers certificates, cash prizes, 
and commemorative photos. The ceremony 
will take place on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
from 5:30-6:30pm at the Teaching and Learning 
Academy Auditorium – 2485 Union Avenue, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38112. 

The winners of the PowerPoint Competition, 
the Valero International Children’s Poster 
Competition, the Creative Writing Competition, 
and the Kenneth O. Cole Award are announced. 
The 2016 Valero International Children’s Poster 
will be unveiled, and the artist will be there to 
sign copies of the winning poster. 

Exhibits Honoring Canada...................................2
International Education Competitions....................2
Canada Performances..........................................3
Canada: An Artist’s Perspective..........................4
From the Kitchen of Memphis in May................4
Education Volunteers Make It Happen.....................4
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If you are interested in this year’s International Teachers’ Conference Honoring Canada, lesson plans, resources, and activities 
can be found on the Memphis in May website at www.memphisinmay.org/education

2016 STUDENT DELEGATION
Angelica Martini – Memphis Central High School

Jada Watson – Raleigh Egypt High
Srilakshmi Velrajan – White Station High School

Hannah Johns – Houston High School
Christian Hammond – Briarcrest Christian High School

Emily Murrah – Germantown High School
Eddena Ceruti – Wooddale High

Timothy Richmond Jr. – Craigmont High
Mariya Fedotova – Arlington High School

Taurus Patton – Mitchell High School
Cassidy Pham (Ken Cole Award winner) – White Station High School 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCES
“Traces” by Les 7 doigts de la main 

Teachers!  Looking for a field trip for your 
students?  As part of the 2016 Salute to 
Canada, Memphis in May International 
Festival presents Traces at The Orpheum 
Theatre during International Week.         
                                                                                
Combining traditional acrobatic forms with 
street elements such as skateboarding and 
basketball, mixed in with some theatre and 
contemporary dance, it surprises, awes and 
delights at every turn.                                                                                  

Traces takes place in a make-shift shelter, an 
unknown catastrophe waiting outside the 
doors of tarp and gaffer tape. In the face of an 
impending disaster they have determined that 
creation is the only antidote to destruction. 
Poetic and explosive, humorous and thoughtful. 

The performances are an excellent complement to 
any of the Memphis in May classroom programs or 
competitions and are offered FREE of charge to schools.              

For more information, go to www.memphisinmay.org/
education#performances



VISIT THESE EXCITING EXHIBITS
HONORING CANADA

Stories Told: 100 Years of the Jewish Public Library
Jewish Community Center
(901) 761-0810
6560 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38138
May 1 – May 31 
Hours: Monday – Thursday: 
5:30 am – 9:45 pm
Friday: 5:30 am – 5:45 pm
Admission: Free
www.jccmemphis.org

Capture Canada: An International Juried 
Photography Competition and Exhibition
Canada House at the TVESCO Electric Warehouse
(901) 254-8777
296 Adams 
Memphis, TN 38103
May 1 – May 31, 2016
Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Admission: Free
www.cutlergallery.com 

Cultures on Cloth
Mississippi River Museum at Mud Island River Park
(901) 576-7241
125 N Front Street
Memphis, TN 38103
May 1 – May 31, 2016
Hours: Tuesday – Sunday: 10 am – 5 pm
Admission: Adults - $10, Seniors (60+) - $9, 
Youths (5-11) - $7, Children (4 and under) – Free
www.mudisland.com

Passage to Freedom: Secrets of the 
Underground Railroad
National Civil Rights Museum
(901) 521-9699
450 Mulberry Street Memphis, TN 38103
May 1 – May 31, 2016
Hours: Monday & Wednesday – Saturday: 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday: 1pm – 5 pm
Admission: Adults - $15, 
Seniors & Students (with ID) - $14, Children (4-17) - $12, 
Children (3 and under) – Free
www.civilrightsmuseum.org

Lace Up: Canada’s Passion for Skating
Goodwyn Gallery at 
Memphis Central Library 
(901) 415-2700
3030 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 3811
May 1 – May 31, 2016
Hours: Monday – Thursday: 10 am – 8pm
Friday & Saturday: 10 am – 5pm
Sunday: 1pm – 5 pm
Admission: Free
www.memphislibrary.org

Corrine Hunt Exhibit
National Ornamental 
Metal Museum
(901) 774-6380
374 Metal Museum Drive
Memphis, TN 38106
May 1 – May 31, 2016
ADMISSION: Adults: $6.00 
Seniors 62+ and Active Military (with valid ID): $5.00 
Students (with valid ID) and Children 5-18: $4.00 
Free for children under 5, Museum Members 
and tour bus operators.
www.metalmuseum.org
Programs subject to change-check memphisinmay.org/
international-info#exhibits before planning your visit 
or for more information.

MEMPHIS IN MAY INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION COMPETITIONS

Sedgwick International Teacher Competition 
Now teachers have the chance to win alongside their students! Whether 

you always celebrate the honored country with Memphis in May, or 
whether you are considering incorporating Memphis in May into your 

classroom for the first time, this competition is for you! Memphis in 
May will recognize the teachers with the most outstanding “global 
classrooms”; teachers who utilize international programming to 

supplement their curriculum and introduce a foreign culture to their 
students. The “International Teacher” Grand Prize Winner will receive 

$1,000, and one Runner Up will receive $500.
Entry Deadline:  May 6, 2016

Microsoft Best Canadian Classroom Competition 
Memphis in May would like to recognize the outstanding teachers that 
utilize our programs to integrate our curriculum into their classroom 

activities. Without the support of our teachers, students wouldn’t have 
the opportunity to study a different country every year. We want to honor 

you and thank you for supporting our programs.  If you use any of our 
tools in your classroom, Memphis in May will induct you as an Official 
International Classroom and provide you with a certificate to hang in 

your classroom. The more programs you integrate into your classroom 
the better chance you have at winning the grand prize of $1000. This is 

our way of thanking you for supporting Memphis in May. We couldn’t do 
it without your help! 

For more information, go to 
www.memphisinmay.org/education#resources 

Entry Deadline: May 6, 2016

BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee World 
Cargo Crate Photo Contest

If you have received the World Cargo Crate this spring, you have the 
chance to participate in this photo contest. This competition encourages 
teachers to use their camera to capture special moments between their 
students and the cargo crate items. The winning teachers and students 
will see their photos displayed on the Memphis in May website as “the 
face” of the World Cargo Crate for the next year. The winning teacher 

also receives a Memphis in May prize package for his/her classroom and 
the privilege of being the first to reserve the World Cargo Crate for the 

upcoming school year.
Entry Deadline: May 20, 2016

Applications for all Education Competitions can be found at 
memphisinmay.org/competitions

Stories Told: 100 Years of the 
Jewish Public Library

Capture Canada

Lace Up

Corrine Hunt Exhibit



“TRACES” BY LES 7 DOIGTS DE LA MAIN 
Traces takes place in a make-shift shelter, an unknown catastrophe waiting 

outside the doors of tarp and gaffer tape. In the face of an impending 
disaster they have determined that creation is the only antidote to 

destruction. Poetic and explosive, humorous and thoughtful. Combining 
traditional acrobatic forms with street elements such as skateboarding 
and basketball, mixed in with some theatre and contemporary dance, it 

surprises, awes and delights at every turn.

May 5, 2016 • 7:30 PM
Orpheum Theatre
(901) 525-3000
203 S. Main St
Memphis, TN 38103

Ticket Price:  $25                                                                                                                              
Groups of 20 or more $15                                                                                    

CINEMA OF CANADA
Selected Canadian films will be screened at Studio on the Square, in 

conjunction with the Canadian Film Institute in Ottawa and Indie Memphis. 

May 4 at 7PM  |  MONSIEUR LAZHAR by Philippe Falardeau (PG-13)
May 18 at 7PM  |  STORIES WE TELL by Sarah Polley (PG-13)
MALCO Studio on the Square
2105 Court Avenue Memphis, TN 38138

General Admission $10
Indie Memphis Members & Students with IDs: $8                                                                                                            
For more information, contact Indie Memphis
www.indiememphis.com

GUEST LECTURE: “St. Urbain Legends: A 
photo-story history of Jewish Montreal”
Presented by Eddie Paul: Head of Bibliographic & Information Services at 

the Jewish Public Library of Montreal    
May 3 at 7:30 pm 
Jewish Community Center 
(901) 761-0810
6560 Poplar Avenue Memphis, TN 38138 
Admission: Free
www.jccmemphis.org 

 ARCHITECTS OF THE WORLD LECTURE 
SERIES: BRUCE KUWABARA

Bruce Kuwabara is one of Canada’s leading architects. He is the recipient 
of the RAIC Gold Medal (2006) and in 2012 was invested as an Officer 

of the Order of Canada for shaping ‘our built landscape in lasting ways.’                                                                                                            
A founding partner of KPMB Architects, he has earned public and critical 

admiration for projects of national significance such as Canada’s National 
Ballet School, the Canadian Museum of Nature, the Bell Lightbox for 

the Toronto International Film Festival, and Manitoba Hydro Place. Also 
committed to raising the profile of Canadian architecture, he has taught at 
the University of Toronto and Harvard University and acts as an advocate 

for excellence in architecture, urbanism, and sustainable design. 

May 3, 2016 • 11:30am
The University Club of Memphis                                                                                                                           
1346 Central Avenue                                                                                                                                           
Memphis, TN, 38104       
                                                                                                                                     
Ticket Price: $20 (lunch included)
To purchase tickets please email 
info@aiamemphis.org
(901) 525-3818 
www.aiamemphis.org

                                     

TAKING CANADA TO YOUR 
CLASSROOM!

The ninth annual Memphis in May International Teachers’ 
Conference was on Saturday, February 27, 2016 at the Teaching 
and Learning Academy.  This was a tremendously popular event, 
where teachers learned how to incorporate Canadian culture into 
their curriculum! All teachers received a resource binder, a 2016 
Curriculum Guide, and a copy of information from all sessions to 

take home and utilize in their classrooms

The conference was free for teachers and educators in Shelby 
County. There were workshops given in various subject areas, and 
all participants in attendance received professional development 

hours. Space in the conference is first-come first-served, so be 
sure to keep an eye out for the registration form for next year’s 

conference that will be available in December, 2016.

To put your name on the Memphis in May Education E-News list, 
email education@memphisinmay.org. You will be contacted 

regarding upcoming programs and events so that you won’t miss 
out on any of our education opportunities and resources! 

Teachers! Remember that you 
can download this year’s Canada 

Curriculum Guide for free from our 
website at www.memphisinmay.org/

education – yet another way that 
Memphis in May brings the world to 

your classroom!

2016 CURRICULUM GUIDE
DOWNLOAD AVAILABLE!

CUISINE OF CANADA 
Guest Chef Guillaume fell in love with good food during 

his childhood, thanks to the culinary talents of his mother. 
Originally from Lévis, he made his entry into the restaurant 

business at the age of 15 as a dishwasher. He was later 
discovered as the winner of the first season of Les Chefs!, 
Radio-Canada’s culinary competition. An avid traveler and 

fierce competitor, the chef always feeds from competitions 
and challenges. Holding several certifications (cooking, 

pastry, sommelier and management), his career has led him 
to Clocher Penché (Quebec), Panache (Quebec) and Maison 
Boulud (Montreal). At 31 years old, his motivation for great 

work and his passion are undeniable
May 7, 2016 
Peabody Hotel’s Chez Philippe
149 Union Avenue
Memphis, TN 38103
901-529-4000 for 
information and reservations



     Memphis in May International Education Staff Contacts:
  Susan Elliott, Director of Programming
  Carley Kirby, Program Assistant
  Natalia Yarger, Design and Lay-out

EDUCATION VOLUNTEERS 
MAKE IT HAPPEN

Memphis in May’s International Education Program would not be 
possible without all the help from the volunteers on our Education 
Committee.  These volunteers help bring you events such as 
the International Teachers’ Conference, International Student 
Exchange, Education Competitions, and our prestigious Education 
Awards Ceremony. We would especially like to thank Dr. Audrey 
Elion, 2016 Chair of the Education Committee, for her help and 
enthusiasm this year. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPS 
BRING INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION TO THE CHILDREN OF 
MEMPHIS!

2016 FINE ART POSTER 
SALUTES CANADA
Featured Painting by Jared Small

Jared Small, a native Memphian, attended both Overton High 
School and the University of Memphis. His style is most similar 
to magical realism, the center of each painting focuses on a 
painstakingly accurate image of a house or individual while the 
background dissolves and blurs into the abstract. In 2013, Small 
was commissioned to paint an updated telling of The Good 
Samaritan story. That 6’x8’ work is on tour with an exhibit created 
by the Museum of Biblical Art in NYC. Another of his allegorical 
works, True Blues, was recently included as part of the new 
Nashville Music City Center’s prestigious permanent collection.

Small’s work on this piece is impressive and captivating, and 
shows Jared’s intimate familiarity with older structures and the 
way they show their age. The work celebrating our honored 
country, Canada, is poignant and has the ability to draw an 
emotional response from viewers. 

FROM THE KITCHEN OF 
MEMPHIS IN MAY

Poutine is a Canadian dish that originated in Quebec. The basic version 
consists of french fries topped with cheese curds and gravy, but there 
are many variations that can include toppings such as chicken, bacon, 
or sausage. The dish is common throughout Canada and even in some 
parts of the US. 

INGREDIENTS:
• 2 tablespoons duck fat
• 2 pounds baking potatoes, cut into 4 x ¼ inch strips
• ½ teaspoon kosher salt, divided
• Cooking spray 
• 6 ounces 50% less-fat pork sausage
• 1 ½ tablespoons butter, melted
• 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• 2 cups fat-free, less-sodium beef broth
• 2 ounces fresh cheddar cheese curds
• Chopped fresh parsley (optional)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Place a small roasting pan in the oven. Preheat oven to 450°.
2. Carefully remove hot pan from oven. Melt fat in pan; add potatoes. 
Sprinkle potatoes with 1/4 teaspoon salt; toss. Bake at 450° for 45 
minutes or until golden, turning once after 30 minutes.
3. Heat a large skillet over medium-high heat. Coat pan with cooking 
spray. Add sausage; cook 5 minutes or until browned, stirring to 
crumble. Combine butter and flour, stirring until smooth. 
4. Add butter mixture to sausage; cook 1 minute, stirring constantly. 
Slowly add broth to pan, stirring constantly; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; 
add remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt, and simmer 3 minutes or until slightly 
thick, stirring occasionally. 
5. Spoon gravy over fries; top with cheese curds. Sprinkle with parsley, if 
desired

WE HOPE THAT YOU ENJOY THIS TASTE OF CANADA!
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