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1. Overview Information

A. Introduction and background of main event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs while 
celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the city of 
Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500, the largest single-day sporting event in the 
world, and the grand community festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that 
impact half a million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. Enriching the 
lives of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by volunteers 
also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and state’s cultural, educational 
and social benefits to the world.

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to kickoff race 
weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and added economic impact, 
further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. While our programs and 
events promote healthy living and community pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each 
year. A recent economic impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in 
financial impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 Festival 
producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic benefit to the city since its 
inception is estimated to be more than $400 million. Based on current growth rates, the impact of the 500 
Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

B. Description and purpose/objective of educational program
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 500, and our 
organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding this world-famous event. The 
500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented by Indiana University Health (Education 
Program), enables our organization to accomplish this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the 
state. Working hand-in-hand with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that 
teaches Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to the 
success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 
Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana elementary schools at no cost. 
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The 500 Festival’s Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based on 
carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway that brings the 
classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including Indiana Academic 
Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is specifically designed for fourth 
graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. The lessons meet Indiana academic standards 
for language arts, health, math, science, social studies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival 
believes the greatest take-away for the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural 
tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of Indiana. This year the 
program impacted more than 25,000 young lives in 350 schools in nearly every county in Indiana. 

C. Target audience/ attendance/ number of participants
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because that is the year 
students study Indiana history. In 2016, the Education Program impacted more than 25,000 Indiana students, 
spanning 350 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of Indiana’s 92 counties. Since the program’s inception, 
more than 275,000 Indiana 4th graders have participated in the Education Program – all at no additional 
expense. 

D. Provide a detailed description of the education program / curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented by 
Indiana University Health is, ‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500. This curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade 
teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the program.

‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500 is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for fourth grade students to 
foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. ‘Gearing 
Up’ for the Indy 500 includes lessons on subjects including: language arts, math, science, social studies, visual 
arts, health and physical education lessons. The curriculum also includes an assessment for students to 
showcase their understanding of the Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study. In each gear, 
students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar racing while gaining an 
appreciation for the iconic event.
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Every school enrolled in the Education Program received all of the necessary materials for the in-class portion 
of the program, at no cost to the school. Those materials include:
 • Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans, designed to give students an appreciation of the  
 events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500
 • Materials list (1 per classroom)
 • ‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500 teacher curriculum (1 per classroom)
 • Date cards (1 per classroom)
 • ‘Gearing Up’ companion DVD (or VHS) (1 per classroom)
 • Indianapolis Motor Speedway: A History booklet (1 per classroom)
 • 500 Festival Month of May Guide (1 per classroom)
 • Student study guide (1 per student)
 • Verizon IndyCar Series item (1 per student)
 • Student certificate of completion (1 per student)
 • Mini-Marathon coloring project (1 per student)
 
Teachers were also provided access to the Education Program’s online teacher portal: 
www.500festival.com/teacherportal. This resource assists educators as their class progresses through the 
Education Program.

Optional components of the Education Program curriculum that were offered to all participating schools 
include:

 • Mobile Study Trips and Study Trips: Every school was given the opportunity to participate in a Mobile 
Study Trip, hosted at their own elementary school, in March 2016 or attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway in April in 2016. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a 
Mobile Trip or Study Trip. Students experience on-site, interactive programming designed to incorporate the 
lessons learned in the classroom. Mobile Study Trips and Study Trips are available at no cost to the school.
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Study Trip stations include: 
 o Driver Equipment: students will be able to view a driver’s helmet, gloves and fire suit up close and  
 personal as the station leader talks about what goes into the driver’s “uniform.”
 o Flags: Station leaders will teach students the meaning of the flags and why communication is so  
 important to all drivers and fans during a race. Students will be invited to participate in waving the  
 flags to resemble what it’s like and to get them engaged.
 o IMS History &Traditions: Students will learn about the history behind the Indianapolis Motor   
 Speedway. 
 o Science of an IndyCar: Students will get to see an IndyCar up close and learn about its speed, wings,  
 tires and starter.
 o The Many Careers of IndyCar – 15 minutes: This station will teach students how pit crew members,  
 drivers and team owners first started their careers in the racing world. Additionally, a representative  
 from the industry will talk about their career and how it relates to IndyCar
 o Medical Safety: Students will learn about the importance of a driver’s helmet and suit, and how their  
 car keeps them safe. In addition, they will see a replica of a SAFER (Steel and Foam Energy Reduction)  
 barrier, which is used to cushion the blow of a crash.
 o Photo: Each classroom in the school will have the opportunity to take a class picture. Also at this  
 station, students will get to sign an IMS flag that your school will get to keep
 o Need for Speed: Students will have the opportunity to design a car and use their knowledge of   
 Newton’s Three Laws of Motion to decide what will make the fastest car. They will then race their cars  
 using C02 cartridges. 
 o Pagoda Experience and Yard of Bricks:  Learn what is in each level of the Pagoda and the history  
 behind the famous Yard of Bricks
 o Timing and Scoring/Race Control: Go inside the Pagoda and learn about Timing/Scoring, Race Control  
 and what happens in the Pagoda on race day
 o Health & Nutrition: With the help of our presenting sponsor Indiana University Health, this station will  
 include information about eating right and avoiding childhood obesity. While at the station, students  
 will follow along with a video of IndyCar driver James Hinchcliffe as he does a few    
 stretches/workouts.
 o Hall of Fame Museum: Students, teachers and chaperones will get to experience the IMS’ Hall of  
 Fame Museum. 
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 • Education Program Essay Contest: All participating schools were eligible to participate in the   
 Education Program’s Essay Contest. Entries are limited to 300 words or less and may be typed or   
 handwritten. Entries were judged on the basis of focused ideas, compelling word choice, strong voice,  
 and standard writing principles. 

The prompt for this year’s essay contest was: 
2016 marks the 100th Running of the Indianapolis 500.  Through the years many traditions have evolved at the 
Indianapolis 500. What is the most important tradition?  Describe the tradition.  Why do you believe this is the 
most important tradition?

Prizes for the 2016 Education Program Essay Contest include:
  o All participants will receive a signed Hero Card from an IndyCar driver. 
  o Second and third place entries will receive a 500 Festival gift pack. 
  o The first place entry will receive an Indianapolis 500 race package which includes four   
  tickets to the IPL 500 Festival Parade and four tickets to the Indianapolis 500.
  o The teacher(s) of the winner and runner-ups will receive two Indianapolis 500 Qualification  
  tickets and two tickets to the IPL 500 Festival Parade. 

E. Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the curriculum, 
ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education Program curriculum and 
its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and are taught by Indiana’s teachers. 
Schools from around the state who participate in the in-class curriculum of the Education Program are 
selected to attend Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in Mobile Study Trips, 
which take place at their own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide 
students with hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as 
well as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers and members of the 500 Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth grade 
teachers walking students through the program’s curriculum and lessons. The students work on projects 
individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the significance of the 500 Festival and 
Indianapolis 500 and are immersed in the historical and cultural impact both organizations have had on the 
State of Indiana. The curriculum provides teachers with lesson plans and activities to keep students engaged 
and excited.
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The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway serve as a one-day enhancement to the lessons learned 
in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they learned in action. 
Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volunteers are one of the most vital 
and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to 
the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an 
exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in Racing and its history.

The Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to Indiana schools. Mobile Study Trips provide 
schools with an interactive program, led by 500 Festival staff and volunteers, that features many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway – including an actual IndyCar! The program is 
offered to schools free of charge and the 500 Festival provides all resources (including volunteers).

F. Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education (if any)
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the state. In 2016, 
350 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional organizations including the 
Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, and The Indiana State Teachers 
Association all assisted with the promotion of the Education Program, ensuring Indiana educators were 
informed about the program.

G. What was the take-away for attendees/participants
As students learn from these lessons, we hope that they become knowledgeable about the history, spirit, 
legacy and impact that the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a career in 
motorsports later in life or simply become a fan of the race, the Education Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
(celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indy 500) and the State of Indiana (foster positive impact and enrich 
lives).

H. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event
The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To date, nearly 
275,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program, since its inception. Below is a timeline for the 2016 
Education Program.

May 2015: Registration opens for the 2016 Education Program 

December 2015: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education Program

January 2016: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
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February/March 2016: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most teachers will 
time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of the curriculum 
coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 

March 2016: Mobile Study Trips conducted at 11 Indiana schools, delivering a hands-on learning experience to 
over 800 Indiana fourth graders.

April 2016: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 11 Study Trips for classrooms to visit 
the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). At these Study Trips, students 
take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival volunteers and learn about the history 
behind the Indianapolis 500.

I. Tie-in of program to main event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs while 
celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the city of 
Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 by 
teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it occurs, but by 
teaching students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, we’re able to 
enrich their lives and foster a positive impact on the State of Indiana. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana elementary 
schools at no cost. We are also able to subsidize the travel of schools that visit the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other schools at no cost. This ensures 
that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier children, regardless of their physical location or 
economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and creates race fans 
throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, provide students 
with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the educational requirements from 
the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing within Indiana’s history and culture, 
instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive impact on the state by enriching he education of 
Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact 
beyond the month of May. 
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J. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
The Education Program is not a revenue-generating program of the 500 Festival. Expenses for the Education 
Program include, but aren’t limited to: fees associated with Mobile Study Trips, fees associated with Study 
Trips (including subsidizing travel expenses of participating schools), production of curriculum materials. New 
expenses incurred in 2016 included the addition of more Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and 
development and printing of trading cards, provided to all students.   

K. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and benefits to each
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, Regions, BKD, and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway: As a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with support in 
creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition to helping update the 
student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a Study Trip as part of the Educa-
tion Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it 
more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to attend.

Indiana University Health: In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana 
University Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
leaders are trained by IU Health employees. The station teaches students to not only get up and get moving, 
but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival and Regions 
partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education Program curriculum and 
Study Trips. 

Verizon IndyCar Series: In addition to providing IndyCar stickers for all participants in the in-class mailing, the 
series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an IndyCar up close 
and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by viewing it from a first-hand 
experience.

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2016, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers were utilized 
for the 11 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 11 Mobile Study Trips to schools through-
out Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway grounds to their different station 
lessons, as well as teach students at each of the educational stations. These volunteers were recruited from 
sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and throughout the community. 
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L. Overall effectiveness/success of program
Over the past year, the 500 Festival has been focused on improving the overall quality of the Education 
Program. This year we really focused on updating our Mobile and Study Trip experience (launched in 2015) 
and the success is shown through the feedback we receive from teachers participating in the program. This 
year we also had an increase of 1443 students enrolled in the program, up 6% from 2015.  
Below are highlights from our Education Program and Study Trip survey results we send out to all participating 
schools. 

Education Program: 
 o Of the teachers who completed the survey, 92% of teachers stated they were satisfied or strongly  
 satisfied with the overall Program
 o Of the teachers who completed the survey 98% of the teachers liked the addition of STEM lessons to  
 the curriculum
 o We had 350 schools and 25,135 students participate in the in class program
 o Over the past 13 years of the Program, we have reached more than 275,000 Hoosier 4th graders 

Study Trip: 
 o We had 170 schools and 11,261 students participate in one of our 11 Study Trip at the track 
 o All schools who registered before the deadline was able to receive a Study Trip
 o The total number of steps students took at the Study Trip totaled to 87,331,221 steps
 o Of the teachers who completed the survey, 100% of teachers said the in-class lessons educated the  
 students an adequate amount before their visit to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway

“We are so excited to participate in the education program each year. It has become a fourth grade tradition 
that students look forward to and are excited about when they begin fourth grade in the Fall. Alumni of the 
program have wonderful memories with many developing a lifelong love of racing and the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway! Our school has even adopted the theme of ‘Racing to Success.’”
-Karen Caughey, IPS Raymond F. Brandes Elementary #65

“My students loved the in-class curriculum and were very engaged in all the lessons. They felt so knowledge-
able about the IMS when they arrived for the field trip day, which really helped them engage in the activities 
on the trip! As a teacher, I felt the curriculum was very well done, especially the text resources and research 
project.”
-2016 Education Program Participating Teacher

“Each year the curriculum continues to be amazing to me as well as the students. It's such an experience to 
learn about the track and the history of it all to tie into our Indiana History. Thank you!”
-Barbie Inboden, Legacy Christian School
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“We had a wonderful time overall! The best stations were the ones that were interactive, where the kids were 
up and moving around (museum, flags station, pagoda/yard of bricks). The overall experience was VERY 
positive. We all learned a lot, and our students got an experience that most of them wouldn't get otherwise. 
Thank you!”
-2016 Education Program Participating Teacher

2. Supporting Questions:
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes success-
ful? Please provide measurable results/ examples

Curriculum Update
Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and worksheets 
are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for all ISTEP testing 
(Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). 

In addition, in 2016 we added STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) lessons to our 
in-class curriculum. Students examined the Science of Racing through three new STEM-based activities. 
Designed to introduce fourth grade students to the basic principles of Newton's Laws, the information they 
learn from the three activities is applied to the culminating activity, The Indy "Can" Race. In the "Can" Race, 
students use the Engineering Design Process to create a race "can."  Each team enters its "can" in the class 
race. To compliment this addition to the in-class curriculum, we also created a hands on STEM station lesson 
“Need for Speed” at the Study Trips for students to build upon their in class lessons.   

The only challenge we had with bulking up the curriculum were finding activities that fit the STEM curriculum 
that were still easily implemented in the classrooms without needing a large amount of additional material. 

Additional Study Trips 
To maximize the number of students who were able to apply the in-class lessons from the Education Program, 
we added an extra Study Trip date at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Through adding an additional trip date 
we were able to provide a Study Trip for every school that registered for one before the registration deadline. 

Adding in extra Study Trips was done very easily, the only challenge with that would be finding additional 
volunteers to serve as station leaders.
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Additional Mobile Study Trips
To provide a hands on experience to the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage 
with this storied piece of Indiana history that tie in to the in class curriculum we continued to host Mobile 
Trips. These trips are specifically designed for schools that are unable to attend a Study Trip due to distance 
or regulations of field trips within their school system. Our Mobile Trips started in 2015 with ten trips. This year 
we hosted 11 trips and tested out hosting two schools at the same time during a trip. This was a great test run 
and provided us with information on how to host even more Mobile Trips in the upcoming year. 

The Mobile Study Trips boasted a 96% satisfaction rate. Comments from educators that participated in the 
2016 Mobile Study Trips: 

“Our students loved the different stations. Each one was a good amount of time. Students got involved with 
each topic in a hands-on way and didn't stay long enough to become uninterested. Everything ran perfectly on 
time and the students are still talking about the race car. The students and teachers both LOVED the station on 
credits and debits. Perfect for 4th grade.” – Hailee Daniel, South Knox Elementary 

“Very pleased with all of the stations and the professionalism/patience of the volunteers. Our students were 
very engaged!” -Katherine Beckwith, Indiana Math and Science Academy North

Adding extra Mobile Study Trips was done very easily, the only challenge with that was finding additional 
volunteers to serve as station leaders.

Updating the Study Trip
To continually improve the Study Trip experience this year we made significant changes to our station lessons. 
We created new stations (Need for Speed, Pagoda & Yard of Bricks Experience, and Timing & Scoring/Race 
Control), upgraded station props, and held additional training sessions with our station leader volunteers. 

In addition, we partnered with the Education Program’s presenting sponsor, Indiana University Health, to 
develop a health and fitness component for the Study Trips. We tracked the number of steps taken by students 
at each Study Trip. Pedometers were provided to each school guide who announced the step count before 
each station to inform students of how many steps they were taking. Before each station the station leader 
informed the students of a healthy fun fact to go along with the step total. We also provided a healthy snack 
for each student to enjoy on the way home after their trip. Through adding these items we made students 
aware of how active they were being and how they can be more active and healthy in their daily lives. These 
healthy additions tie directly into what it takes to be a race car driver.
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Throughout the 11 Study Trips in 2016, 87,331,221 steps were taken by 11,113 students and 2,525 teachers and 
chaperones. That’s an average of 6,403 steps per person. 

Another addition we provided this year was a learning takeaway for each student. Each student was provided 
with a set of station trading cards at the end of their study trip. These trading cards had information about 
each station at the trip and facts from the lesson on them. These trading cards served as a study guide tool to 
remind students of what they had learned. These trading cards were given to students who received a Mobile 
Trip as well. 
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