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Washington’s Birthday Celebration, founded in 1898, is the largest Celebration of its 
kind in the United States.  Throughout the years, the Celebration has grown to be 
over a month long and consists of parades, dazzling pageants, fireworks, a carnival, 
an air show, a sizzling jalapeño festival and much more.  Combined, WBCA events 
attract nearly 500,000 residents and visitors, and yearly contributes an estimated 
$14 million to the local economy. The Washington's Birthday Celebration was 
recently ranked as one of the Top 100 Events in North America and recieved the 
2013 Zenith2013 Zenith Award. 

Introduction



Duration
History came to life with the American Historical Theatre George Washington Performance titled “George & Martha 
Washington: A Most Agreeable Consort for Life” at the TAMIU Center for Fine and Performing Arts on Wednesday, 
February 10 at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 1 p.m. for local elementary students and on Thursday, February 11 at 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. for higher education students and general public for free.

A question and answer session was provided after the performance.  Those in attendance were  elementary, intermediate,  
high school and university students, WBCA Executive Committee and members, WBCA Ambassadors, sponsors, and 
theatre lovers. 

TTotal duration of the performance was one hour. 

The target audience for the American Historical Theatre Performance are the following:
                                •Students from the levels of:
                                      • Elementary School
                                      • Middle School
                                      • High School
                                      • Colleges & Universities
                                                                •Theatre fanatics
                                •History lovers
  

Target Audience

The purpose is to provide the community with accurate, quality historical programming based on excellent research, 
writing and art. The Washington’s Birthday Celebration’s educational program is to entertain, educate, and inspire through 
living history, dramatic programs, plays and exhibits. It  also offers an incomparable educational, cultural, and entertaining 
experience for all ages. 

Purpose & Objective

“George and Martha Washington: 
A Most Agreeable Consort for Life” 

The play was written by John Lopes and Carol Spacht.  Lopes portrayed George Washington as Spacht took on the role 
of Martha Washington.  Sharing 40 years of married life, the Washington’s supported each other through trials of the War 
of Independence, as well as the tribulations of their new roles as President and First Lady.  The audience experienced the 
vibrancy of the Washingtons and the depth of their commitment to each other, as they voice their struggles to balance 
home and politics, family and duty.

ItIt is often said that “Behind every great man there is a Woman”; such was the relationship and partnership of George and 
Martha Washington. During this one hour presentation, students will be engaged in an educational, entertaining, and 
interactive program and learn about about Nation’s beloved First Couple. Whether at their home in Mount Vernon, VA, 
at the bleak and dangerous winter encampments during the Struggle for American Independence, or in glittering halls of 
the government, navigating the uncharted waters of establishing the protocols of a New Nation, “ The General” as he 
waswas known to all relied heavily upon the judgement and diligent work of his wife Martha, whom he referred to by her 
familiar name, “Patsy”. 
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American Historical Theatre George Washington Performance
Description of Involvement and Sponsor

What did you do to update/ change this program from the year before? Were your updates/ changes successful?

The update/change for this program was the addition of three more performances and the removal of the 
afternoon performance. By removing the afternoon performance we were able to accomodate more 
elementary, intermediate and high school students to the program.  

The update was very successful because we were able to increase the audience by adding the three additional 
performances. In addition, the event was also open to the general public and higher education students.

Supporting Question

The Americal Historical Performance was made possible by support of Texas A&M International University, 
Laredo Morning Times and our sponsor Castellano & Carpenter Dental Associates, P.C. 

Take-away  from Program

The overall expense budget is $13,000. This expense is to pay the photographer, videographer, hospitality, 
marketing & publicity, printing & reproduction, graphic design, acts, and transportation. 

The community of Laredo had the opportunity to grasp an accurate portrayal of George and Martha Washington and the 
important roles they playes during the development of the United States. 

The  city of Laredo has been celebratingour nation’s first president, George Washington, for 119 years. Our educational program 
assisted the community with a better understanding as to George and Martha Washington’s contributions to our nation and why 
we celebrate his birthday on the border. 

Overall Expense Budget of Program

Tie-in with Event
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The American Historical Theatre George Washington Performance was made 
possible by the sponsorship of Castellano & Carpenter Dental Associates P.C. , 
which helped make these performances free to the public.

A partnership between Texas A&M International University and Laredo Morning 
Times also allowed us to make it free of charge. 

TTexas A&M International University provided the Recital Hall and the  Ballroom, 
which are  located in the TAMIU Center for the Fine & Performing Arts and the 
TAMIU Student Center, respectively. 

Education Providers



Supporting Materials - Event Program
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