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a. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF MAIN EVENT 

EVENT:  “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School Group  and All Star Competition" 
EVENT DATE:  October 31, 2015 
PURPOSE/MISSION: Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC), a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San 
Antonio and its visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city™”;  To bring an awareness of family and 
community combined with history and heritage.   Main Plaza is a must see destination, the very core of the City and 
what better way to expand and increase the understanding of San Antonio's history, heritage, and culture than by 
featuring a visual and audio showcase of the City's very heartbeat, its youth. 
 The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2002 incorporated an accountability system, the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) system, that charted the progress of students in the areas of Reading, Math, Attendance and Drop-
Out Rate. 
 It has been statistically proven that those who participate in performance/music programs achieve, overall, better success than those who do 
not. It is our premise that the success of these students is two-fold: Students who participate in the performing/musical arts possess higher level, 
critical thinking skills as a result of having to read, evaluate, synthesize and then interpret (music) their knowledge, and students involved in 
musical ensembles study/rehearse in an environment that is safe, comfortable, and conducive to learning. 

 The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), December 2015. ”With this bill, we reaffirm that fundamentally 
American ideal—that every child, regardless of race, income, background, the zip code where they live, deserves the 
chance to make of their lives what they will." (President Obama). It is a bipartisan measure that allows for the 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), that reaffirms the Country’s commitment to 
equal opportunity for all students. 

The new law builds on key areas of progress in recent years, made possible by the efforts of educators, communities, 
parents, and students across the country. For example, today, high school graduation rates are at all-time highs. Dropout 
rates are at historic lows. And more students are going to college than ever before. These achievements provide a firm 
foundation for further work to expand educational opportunity and improve student outcomes under ESSA. 
 
The previous version of the law, the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, was enacted in 2002. NCLB represented a significant 
step forward for our nation’s children in many respects, particularly as it shined a light on where students were making 
progress and where they needed additional support, regardless of race, income, zip code, disability, home language, or 
background. The law was scheduled for revision in 2007, and, over time, NCLB’s prescriptive requirements became 
increasingly unworkable for schools and educators. Recognizing this fact, in 2010, the Obama administration joined a call 
from educators and families to create a better law that focused on the clear goal of fully preparing all students for success in 
college and careers.                              (www.ed.gov/essa) 

 With equality in education and to facilitate student success, MPC has partnered with Dr. Cruz to provide area 
high school students access to quality music education, success and higher-education preparedness, and fulfill MPC's 
mission to preserve local culture and heritage: How better to do this than through our greatest resources that are San 
Antonio youth and great mariachi tradition.  Dr. Cruz, specializes in music of the Texas-Mexican border region, 
specifically mariachi, has an award-winning history in academe, music performance and, produces results. The MCSA 
program, with a 100% matriculation rate into higher education, has created a significant impact in the graduation and 
participation rate of area  students in higher education.   There are many deterrents for students when it comes to 
the study of music including money, language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in MCSA, area 
students have an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts otherwise unavailable to them. In addition to its cultural 
relevance, this project has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens and tourists alike into downtown. As 
such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the City's cultural preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. The 
hope is for the City of San Antonio to continue to be forward thinking in developing and rejuvenating this wonderful 
place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its youth and educational programming. Through MPC, 
MCSA's mission is to facilitate the smooth transition of its students into higher education by strengthening their 
creativity and metacognitive skills through mariachi music education and performance so that they may achieve their 
fullest potential as scholars, role models, and successful, contributing members of the Community. 

http://www.ed.gov/essa
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b. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE/OBJECTIVE OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

To facilitate, through its youth and educational programming, most specifically, mariachi music, the transition of San 
Antonio youth into higher education.  To identify and attract the most gifted of San Antonio high school students, 
with consideration for those specializing in mariachi, giving them a venue for learning, performance, and musical 
exploration. To create an educational environment that is inclusive of performance/music and conducive to the 
artistic, intellectual, and personal growth of San Antonio’s youth.  And, to elevate the overall educational diversity of 
the San Antonio community by fostering a high school music program that is in tune with the ESSA of 2015. 
 
HISTORY/DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:  Now the seventh-largest city in the nation, San Antonio is a pivotal location in the 
story and identity of the United States and North America. Charged with preserving the cultural heritage of this great 
City, Main Plaza Conservancy debuted “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festival, High School Group and All-Star 
Competition in 2012. Known as the “heart of the city™”, Main Plaza is the “original” historical City center. What 
better place to experience mariachi music at its finest than in the “HEART” of the City, Main Plaza, where the essence 
of the Texas-Mexican Border music runs deep through its core?  MPC is vested in preserving tradition and heritage 
and in promoting the cultural and educational enrichment of San Antonio area students.  It is our premise that all 
youth should have the opportunity to participate in an ensemble of the caliber of an all-area youth choir or orchestra 
and that mariachi music is every bit as credible and viable an art form as is a symphony orchestra, especially in Texas 
where mariachi has become a sanctioned University Interscholastic League ensemble.  
 
The Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition provides the opportunity 
for a select group of students to continue past the one day festival and participate in an all-area mariachi, “Mariachi 
Corazón de San Antonio (MCSA)” that are groomed to be ambassadors for the City of San Antonio. It is through the 
MCSA program that students are exposed to university level instruction under the tutelage of Dr. Rachel Yvonne 
Cruz, to travel opportunities around the City, State, and Unites States, and acquire the skills and social grooming 
necessary to be successful in higher education. This high school showcase has been a recurring event on Main Plaza 
allowing visitors and residents alike to experience traditional sounds and witness the performance of mariachi music 
at its best since 2012.  Main Plaza, home to San Fernando Cathedral, the oldest operating sanctuary in North 
America, is the ideal location for MCSA, ambassadors of the City of San Antonio to represent the culture of the 
people of San Antonio at one of only four colonial plazas left in the United States, and the only one with a cathedral. 
Most importantly, in-line with the ESSA of 2015, this annual event is free and open to the public, affording 
participation and experience of the event to all. 
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c. TARGET AUDIENCE/ATTENDANCE/NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 

The target audience is the San Antonio Area as a whole. Participants include community members ranging in age 

from 3yrs and up.  

 
The following is a demographic breakdown of attendance, that is as diverse as the City of San Antonio, itself: 

 
4,500 total in attendance 

 60% Hispanic  

 35% Caucasian 

 5% Other 
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d. PROVIDE A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EDUCATION PROGRAM/CURRICULUM 

The High School Mariachi Competition: 
 In an effort to promote and preserve the cultural heritage of San Antonio, to embrace the spirit of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, and to have a significant impact in the participation rate of San Antonio youth 
in higher education, the Main Plaza Conservancy, partnered with Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz to create the high school all-
star, musical phenomenon, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. Albeit that there are several, well established mariachi 
festivals and competitions that take place around the Country (the World), there are few to none that stress the 
importance of mariachi as an academic discipline or that have provided formally educated musicians as judges, 
clinicians and presenters. Main Plaza is poised to become the “Plaza Garibaldi” of the United States and trendsetter 
in the area of mariachi festivals and education. 
 The competition is open to all San Antonio Area High School Mariachi ensembles and judged by professional 
musicians with experience in mariachi education to ensure integrity of scoring in regard to musicianship, technique, 
and style.  A $1,500.00 cash award as well as the designation, Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio 
Area, is given to the ensemble that wins first place.  
All-Star Competition/MCSA 
 Each school is allowed to choose up to three students to showcase in the competition, those students are in 
the running for a place in the All-Star Mariachi that is Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. Texas University 
Interscholastic League policy is observed; the competition is limited to High School Mariachi ensembles, but schools 
and private schools that do not have mariachi programs are allowed to nominate students for the All-Star Mariachi 
competition where those students are accompanied by Mariachi Internacional of the International Academy of Music 
and the Arts (IAMA). As well, middle school, high school, private school, university and community mariachis are 
welcome and encouraged to showcase throughout the day of the festival competition.  
Mariachi Educator Development 
 To facilitate the pedagogical development of San Antonio area mariachi directors, professional development 
opportunities that are free of charge for San Antonio area mariachi educators and future educators, are offered on a 
yearly basis as well as other opportunities for high school level directors to learn from the creator of the first degree 
of its kind, Bachelor of Arts/Music with a Specialization/Emphasis in Mariachi Performance and Pedagogy, Dr. Rachel 
Yvonne Cruz. These professional development opportunities vary in form and content, but the goal remains the 
same: To provide continuing education opportunities for mariachi educators. Topics covered are Mariachi 
Instrumental Methods and varying Pedagogical Approaches and/or more applied opportunities as Dr. Cruz may be 
approached for workshops, clinics, and lectures on a school by school basis. The focus is always pedagogy and 
stresses music literacy and musicianship.  
 Currently, Dr. Cruz is working on two books, The Art of Mariachi: A Curriculum Guide for Mariachi Educators, I 
and II, for Middle School and High School, respectively. These books include information and resources that cover the 
history of mariachi, models for lesson planning, curriculum building, and annual planning.  
 Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, food & 
beverages that celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi education in a manner that 
is current with ESSA of 2015, national standards of education,  where all local high schools (both public and private) 
are invited to compete. And from which, MCSA continues to grow and support San Antonio students through high 
school and their journey into higher education.  
 MCSA Students receive a $1000.00 scholarship for each year of successful participation in MCSA and 
$5000.00 for those students who successfully complete all four years of high school as MCSA members. MCSA boasts 
a 100% matriculation rate of its students into institutions of higher education with our first 4 year graduates finishing 
their high school careers in May of 2016, one of which will be attending Stanford University! Quite obviously, MCSA 
has created a roadmap for success! 
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e. WHO PROVIDED THE EDUCATION AND IN WHAT SETTING 

Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, Artistic Director Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio, earned the degree Bachelor of 

Arts/Music from the prestigious University of Notre Dame and both the Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts 

degrees from the University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Cruz is Texas Teacher Certified, Secondary Music and has a proven 

history of excellence in teaching students through the university level. Dr. Cruz helped to create the first degree of its 

kind that is a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music with all-level teaching certification and a specialization in Mariachi 

Performance and Pedagogy. Currently, Dr. Cruz is working on two books, The Art of Mariachi: A Curriculum Guide for 

Mariachi Educators, I and II, for Middle School and High School, respectively. These books include information and 

resources that cover the history of mariachi, models for lesson planning, curriculum building, and annual planning. 

Dr. Cruz is the owner and CEO of the International Academy of Music and the Arts (IAMA) and the IAMA Coffee 

Company. Her goal in life is to make a significant impact in the participation rate of Hispanic, San Antonio youth in 

higher education. 

 
Deborah Siller-Cruz, earned the degree Bachelor Arts from the acclaimed University of the Incarnate Word, teaching 

certification from the University of Texas at San Antonio and a Masters of Education from Texas A&I University in 

Kingsville. Mrs. Siller-Cruz has served in various positions in the public school system including Principal, Instructional 

Facilitator and Classroom Teacher. She has extensive experience in curriculum and innovative program development, 

implementation and evaluation, and in identifying the needs of instructional staff and recommending and conducting 

appropriate staff development. After having worked in the San Antonio ISD for 27 years, 17 of those years as 

principal, Mrs. Siller-Cruz puts her experience to work as the CFO of the International Academy of Music and the Arts 

(IAMA) and the IAMA Coffee Company and serves in the capacity of Coordinator of Student Success for Mariachi 

Corazón de San Antonio. 

 
The MCSA rehearses at The International Academy of Music and the Arts (IAMA), a niche for the "best-of-the-best" 

talent in San Antonio. Students of all ages and abilities receive quality instruction in both classical and cultural 

arts/music education using a comprehensive method that includes theory, ear-training, and technique. IAMA 

instructors are degreed, beginning with the owner, Dr. Rachel Cruz, DMA (Doctor of Musical Arts).  

 
What makes IAMA unique is that it is both music academy and coffee house. The IAMA Coffee House is a place for 

people to study music, unwind, work, read, play, and simply enjoy being with likeminded individuals. Since its 

founding, IAMA Coffee House has become a favorite with musicians, locals and tourists alike.  IAMA is a place that is 

safe and conducive to learn in and provides a classroom space that has become the home of MCSA. IAMA provides 

access to technology, free wifi, and guidance and support for MCSA members. At IAMA, student success is always the 

priority. 
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f. INVOLVEMENT BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

All local high schools, middle schools, elementary school, colleges and universities are invited to participate in the 

MCSA event. At the 2015 event, the following high schools were represented in the competition: John Jay H.S., South 

San H.S., Jefferson H.S., Brackenridge H.S., Southwest H.S., and Holmes H.S. As well, the Henry Ford Academy: 

Alameda School of Art and Design was there to recruit as well as to host free face painting for our audience 

members.  

 

The University of Texas at San Antonio was represented by one of our judges, Dr. Josephine Mendez-Negrete, and an 

information booth was set-up by the office of enrollment management. 
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g. WHAT WAS THE TAKE-AWAY FOR PARTICIPANTS/ATTENDEES? 

High School Competition:  The competition is open to all San Antonio Area High School Mariachi ensembles. Judged 

by professional musicians, with experience in mariachi education, to ensure integrity of scoring in musicianship, 

technique, and style.  A $1,500.00 cash award as well as the designation, Best High School Level Mariachi in the San 

Antonio Area, is given to the ensemble that wins first place.  

 
Success Assurance:  To embrace the spirit of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, and to have a 

significant impact in the participation rate of San Antonio youth in higher education, the Main Plaza Conservancy, 

partnered with Dr. Cruz to create the high school all-star, musical phenomenon, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. 

 
All-Star Competition/MCSA:  The competition runs concurrently with the group competition. Each school can choose 

up to three students to showcase, those students will be in the running for a place in Mariachi Corazón de San 

Antonio. Texas University Interscholastic League policy is observed; the competition is for High School Mariachi 

ensembles, but public & private schools that do not have mariachi programs are allowed to nominate students where 

they are accompanied by a professional mariachi. Students chosen as members of MCSA study under the direction of 

Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz, receive a scholarship for each year of participation and $5,000.00 for those who complete all four 

years of high school as MCSA members. MCSA boasts a 100% matriculation rate of its students into institutions of 

higher education with our first 4 year graduates finishing their high school careers in May of 2016, one of which will 

be attending Stanford University! Quite obviously, MCSA has created a roadmap for success! 

 
MCSA Educational/Travel Opportunities: In September of 2015 MCSA was invited to Showcase at the Topeka, 

Kansas Inaugural Mariachi Festival. Seventeen MCSA students traveled with 2 Chaperones and Dr. Cruz via Southwest 

Airlines from San Antonio to Topeka as guests of the the Topeka Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  As such, MCSA has 

been invited to again Showcase at the 2016 Kansas Mariachi Festival as their honored guests. 

 
Mariachi Educator Development: To facilitate pedagogical development of San Antonio area mariachi directors, 

annually from the creator of the first degree of its kind, Bachelor of Arts/Music with a Specialization/Emphasis in 

Mariachi Performance and Pedagogy, Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz. These opportunities vary in form and content, but the goal 

remains the same: To provide continuing education opportunities for mariachi educators. Topics: Mariachi 

Instrumental Methods and varying Pedagogical Approaches and/or more applied opportunities. The focus is always 

pedagogy and stresses music literacy and musicianship. All Area Mariachi Directors are eligible to participate in 

professional development opportunities and attend rehearsals of MCSA to observe the techniques of a Master 

Teacher.  The San Antonio Area at large, audience members take away an incredible, educational, cultural 

experience and concert of world renown performers free of charge. 
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h. DURATION OF PROGRAM, START TO FINISH, AND YEARS PROGRAM HAS BEEN PART OF EVENT 

The event and the program are one in the same, and lasts from approximately 12:00 noon to 10:00 p.m. The 

competition and concert components of the program last approximately 5 hours, from 5 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio program is in its fourth full year and will continue indefinitely. 
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i. TIE IN PROGRAM TO MAIN EVENT 

 The event and the program are one in the same.   

 This event is FREE and OPEN to the public. 

 The Festival is for everyone. 

 Promotion is made to all residents, visitors, tourists and anyone that wants to attend.   

 The Competition is for all area high schools, this includes all private and public schools. 

 All area middle schools are invited and outside of the actual competition, their bands and choirs are 

welcome to participate and perform throughout the day. 

 The venue is outdoors and goes on rain or shine. 

 The All-stars are nominated by their music directors or school directors to compete. 

 All All-star competitors must be nominated. 

 All All-star winner must pledge the MCSA of seriousness, longevity and academic excellence.  All 

students qualifying to be MCSA must maintain a 3.0 GPA constantly throughout the school year. 

 A panel of five (5) highly accredited judges grade the All-stars on: Appearance and Stage Presence, 

Technique and Musicianship for a total of 50 points. 

 This same panel of judges grade the high school ensembles on:  Appearance and Stage Presence, 
Interpretation and Presentation, Technique and Musicianship and Ensemble for a total of 100 points 

 The winning high school receives a cash award of $1,500.00 as well as the title, "Best High School 
Level Mariachi in the San Antonio area". 

 All-stars that compete and selected as MCSA will earn a scholarship to a college or university of 
their choice.  $1,000.00 per student per year and if participated for four (4) consecutive years is 

awarded a $5,000.00 scholarship. 
 This event is focused on MUSIC, EDUCATION and ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE! 

 It ties family and community combined with history and heritage for awareness of tradition of the 
Texas/Mexico border region. 
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j. OVERALL REVENUE/EXPENSE BUDGET OF PROGRAM 

: 

Artistic Director:  Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz receives $33,600.00 annually for her educational instruction to all students of 

MCSA. 

 

Custom to each student is their uniform: Traje, Sombrero, Botines, Moño, Shirt, Belt, Earrings & hair ribbons (female) 

costs $600.00 for each student, total approximately 16-20. 

 

Scholarships are $1,000.00 per year.  If participation is four (4) consecutive years, a bonus year is paid to total 

$5,000.00 maximum per student. 

 

2015 Education Component: 

$33,600.00 Director 

    7,500.00 Uniforms 

    2,500.00 Misc. music, music stands, etc. 

    27,500.00 Scholarships (changes annually) 

 

Competition/Festival Component: 

$31,500.00 

 

Revenue: 

$35,000.00 Annual  
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k. DESCRIPTION OF SPONSOR/CHARITY/VOLUNTEER/SCHOOL/OTHER GROUP INVOLVEMENT WITH 

PROGRAM AND BENEFITS TO EACH (if applicable) 

The City of San Antonio provides financial support annually to the MCSA Program.  Other sponsorships, donations 

and support are through local businesses, institutions and individuals.  Now that MCSA has passed its third year, 

grants and foundation support are more readily available to apply for. 

 

It is through this support that the annual festival, high school and All-Star competition can be funded.  Additionally, 

each year brings new students as current students graduate and positions are open.  Additionally, MCSA has no set 

membership number and hovers around 13-16 students. 

 

Other benefits to sponsors are recognition at the annual event, inclusion in TV, radio, social media, print and digital 

billboard.  Listed as a MCSA supporter and receives newsletter and other opportunities. 
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l. OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS/SUCCESS OF PROGRAM 

This program has been in the planning stages for years with a focus on direction, goals, education opportunities, 

collaborations and the ability for high school students to earn scholarships to attend a college or university of their 

choice. 

 

By opening doors, setting achievement levels, personal goals, maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or higher and through 

disciplined training these students, traditionally underserved, to overcome challenges and become integral, 

contributing members of the San Antonio Community. 

 

This Spring eight (8) students graduated from high school and successfully completed the MCSA program: 100%, 

matriculated into a college or university. In their exit reports, the following comments were noted: 

"I got to meet new people and had an unforgettable and fun experience." 

"It was an amazing learning experience….” 

"My personal goal is to graduate from a university, have a good career and be an amazing vihuela player." 

 

MCSA's goal is to provide sound statistics that music makes a significant difference.  To date, fifteen MCSA students 

have graduated and all have matriculated into an institution of higher learning, with over $27,000.00 awarded in 

scholarships. What is truly unique is that MPC/MCSA does not require that students continue in music or any 

particular field, but simply, that the continue into higher education, studying what they choose.  

 

Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, food & beverages 

that celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi education in a manner that is current 

with ESSA of 2015, national standards of education,  where all local high schools (both public and private) are invited 

to compete. And from which, MCSA continues to grow and support San Antonio students through high school and 

their journey into higher education:100% matriculation rate of MCSA students into higher education and a 

continuously growing event=Overall Effectiveness/A+! 
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SUPPORTING QUESTION 

What did you do to update/change this program from the year before?  Were your updates/changes successful?  

Please provide measurable results/example:  

 

At least year’s event, rather than honoring an international celebrity with our Lifetime Achievement Award, we focused on a San 

Antonio icon, who has used her local celebrity to promote San Antonio Student Success and Mariachi Music as a catalyst for this 

success: Dr. Patsy Torres, Tejano Musician. As indicates the title before her name, Dr. Torres completed a doctoral degree in 

order to make a statement about her commitment to higher education. Both Drs. Torres and Cruz have an “if we can do it, you 

certainly can” attitude and truly set an example, not only for the members of MCSA, but for all San Antonio Youth.  

 

And, in conjunction with our motto: ¡Siempre Mariachi! and ¡Siempre Adelante! Which means, always mariachi and always 

forward, we did the following: 

• Better education and preparation with local high school directors to encourage students to participate in the 

annual competition.   

• Enhanced seminars and hands-on training with high school directors. 

• Student education and performances increased with a focus on grooming, health, etiquette, professionalism and 

ability to create/write music. 

• A major focus with each student was to create leaders and mentors especially for those with music interests. 

• And, to make those leaders/mentors, paid assistants for MCSA upon completion of the program. 

 

What challenges/obstacles did you foresee/encounter in creating the program, and how did you handle them? 

• Mariachi is traditionally a male dominated genre, and until recently, a great percentage of mariachi public school 

educators have not been certified teachers. This has made community outreach a challenge for our female, Texas 

Teacher Certified, Doctor of Musical Arts. We anticipate facilitating the relationship of these public school 

employees and the MPC/MCSA, by achieving Certified Professional Development Facilitator status through the 

Texas Education Agency. This way, we can offer professional development that will be credited and honored by San 

Antonio local school districts, thus setting a new standard in mariachi pedagogical approaches for San Antonio 

educators. 

• Parental support has been an issue, i.e. transportation. Being one of the 7 largest cities in the world, and in Texas, 

we are a lot more out than up. Therefore, getting all MCSA students to our central rehearsal space has been an 

effort. In order to alleviate this problem, students have begun to carpool, sharing the expense of travel. 
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS 

Measurable results: MCSA's goal is to provide sound statistics that music makes a significant difference.  To date, 

fifteen MCSA students have graduated and all have matriculated into an institution of higher learning, with over 

$27,000.00 awarded in scholarships. What is truly unique is that MPC/MCSA does not require that students continue 

in music or any particular field, but simply, that the continue into higher education, studying what they choose.  

All students have grown tremendously in social skills, leadership, performance etiquette, appearance and hygiene. 

The statistics speak for themselves.  This program works and has an exceptional record for success. 


