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42. Best Sponsorship Program for Individual Sponsor 
 
Overview Information 
 
a. Introduction 

 
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s annual PHS Philadelphia Flower Show is 
the nation’s longest-running and largest horticultural event. This year’s extraordinary 
show was held March 5 through 13 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. 

 
The 2016 theme, “Explore America,” celebrated the centennial of the National Park 
Service and our country’s majestic landscapes, rich history, and vibrant culture.  The 
Pennsylvania Convention Center was transformed into an interpretation of America’s 
parks -- ten acres of trails, exhibits and attractions highlighting our national 
landscape, including fields of wildflowers, desert blooms, coastal flora, verdant 
meadows, fragrant pinelands, and ancient redwoods.  
 
PHS and the National Park Service are natural partners, sharing a common mission 
to protect and care for natural resources and preserve green spaces. In 2016, the 
National Park Service is celebrating 100 years of sharing America’s 408 national park 
sites, and helping people make meaningful connections to them. Through “Explore 
America,” PHS and the Park Service engaged visitors who know and love the parks, 
and invited a new generation to discover the special places that belong to us all. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show benefit the year-round programs of PHS, which is 
celebrating its 188th year of gardening, greening and learning. PHS initiatives include 
the PHS City Harvest program, which creates green jobs and supports a network of 
community gardens that raise fresh produce for more than 1,200 families in need 
each week during the growing season. 

 
 
b. Name of Program and Sponsor 
 
Bank of America served as the Exclusive Sponsor of the PHS Philadelphia Flower 
Show for its fifth year in 2016, and for the first time created a landscape exhibit on the 
main show floor in keeping with the show theme. 
 
To help promote the sponsor’s participation in the Flower Show, Bank of America 
also was given a leading role in the Flower Show press conference, and the 



	

Pennsylvania Market President of the bank, Tom Woodward, served as Chair of the 
Flower Show Preview Party.    
 
c. Description and purpose 
 
Protection of the natural inhabitants of our national parks was the focus of the special 
exhibit presented by Bank of America in partnership with the National Wildlife 
Federation. The exhibit, titled “Certified Wild: America’s Backyard,” showed guests 
how to attract and sustain a variety of life in their backyards and demonstrated the 
importance of preserving each species in our nation’s backyard. 
 
This exhibit contained everything a garden needs to support and feed birds, 
butterflies and other pollinators. It consisted of a dense selection of trees and shrubs 
for privacy and protection from predators; a nest made of branches that was large 
enough for a family of eagles; a variety of birdfeeders; a pond for drinking and 
bathing; and flowers and plants that are favored by pollinators. 
 
It was also a yard anyone would love to visit, filled with the music of songbirds, the 
fluttering of colorful wings, and a place to connect with the natural world. 
 
Bank of America and its partner, the National Wildlife Federation, are committed to 
helping to create a healthier planet – which means a brighter future for us all, 
including the wildlife in our own neighborhoods. 
 
To help promote Bank of America’s exhibit and environmental message, the regional 
president of the bank, Tom Woodward, was invited to speak at the Flower Show 
press conference held in February, which is the kick-off for the intensive public 
relations and marketing promotion of the show. Other speakers included Philadelphia 
Mayor Jim Kenney; PHS President Matt Rader; Cynthia MacLeod, Superintendent of 
Independence National Historical Park; and Sam Lemheney, PHS Chief of Shows & 
Events. 
 
Tom Woodward was also invited to serve as Chair of the Flower Show Preview Party, 
and he took a leading role in the planning and execution of the major fundraising 
event. 
 
 
d. Description of sponsor 
 
Bank of America is a global company committed to helping clients, customers and 
communities thrive around the world. It is a global leader in wealth management as 



	

well as corporate and investment banking and trading across a broad range of asset 
classes. 
 
Bank of America serves 47 million consumer and small business relationships with 
approximately 4,700 retail financial centers, 16,000 ATMs, and online banking with 
approximately 32 million users and 19 million mobile users. 
 
The bank’s commitment to being a responsible company helps ensure the 
sustainability of its operations and the well-being of employees while maintaining a 
positive impact on the economy, communities and society as a whole. 
 
e. Overall success 
 
The Bank of America exhibit at the Flower Show was given a prominent place at the 
entrance of the exhibition halls, adjacent to the PHS exhibit, and more than a quarter-
million visitors enjoyed its beauty and message.   
 
While many of the major exhibits focused on renowned national parks and historic 
sites, the Bank of America landscape inspired viewers to create wildlife-friendly 
habitats in their own backyards. It truly brought home the larger message of 
environmental protection and appreciation.  
 
Supporting Question: What did you do to update this program? 
 
As Exclusive Sponsor of the Flower Show, Bank of America has always had a 
presence at the show through its lounge for bank customers, where they can find 
seating and use automated banking services. 
 
This year, for the first, time, the bank’s participation in the show was expanded with 
leading roles in key events and the creation of the landscape exhibit. Bank of 
America’s wildlife habitat was a perfect complement to the show theme that reached 
visitors on a personal level.  
 
Our Exclusive Sponsor has become an integral part and participant in the Flower 
Show. 
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